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I. INTRODUCTION

We have no intention of giving an historical review of the problems
of virus classifcation or of entering into discussion of controversia! issues.
Essential1y we want to emphasize that any classification should start
"at the bottom"; this means that we must first regard all viruses as
being unrelated and then try to unite within groups only those whose
relationships and common origin are beyond doubt. Thus, the title of
this article should have made it clear that we have confined ourselves
to viruses which have elongated (rod-shaped, threadlike) particles be­
cause we have made a particular study of the relationships of these
viruses.

Apart from earlier suggestions of severa! authors, Brandes andWetter
(1959) were the fkrst to make an attempt to classify elongated plant
viruses on the basis of particle morphology, using experimental results
obtained by comparison of many different viruses of this kind. The
ideas put forward in that paper were intended as a stimulus to further
experimental work in this feld and the results were to act as a framework

1
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which could be supplemented and changed if necessary. Brandes and
Wetter suggested the existence of a correlation between the dimensions
of virus particles and their serological properties and advocated a search
for serological cross-reactions between viruses which, on the basis of
particle morphology, seemed likely to be related.

In the meantime a number of experimental data have been published
which permit extension of the scheme of classifcation. These results
are contained in several papers and summarized by Brandes (1961
1964). ,

Ve cannot present a conclusive arrangement, but among elongated
forms we can distinguish groups of related viruses. However, we cannot
yet unite these groups into higher taxonomic units because such steps
would be merely speculative. We do not wish to imply that all elongated
viruses belong to one taxonomic unit and therefore have a common
origin.

II. RELATIONSIIP AND CLASSIFICATION

As with higher organisms, a classifcation of viruses should aim at
reflecting the genealogical relationships. This is an idealistic aim, of
course, which probably never will be realized but we should strive
after it.

To classify viruses according to their phylogenetic relationships it
is less necessary to kow all details of their nature than it is to recognize
their evolution. Proof that sorne viruses have common ancestry and
have evolved divergently should allow of their classifcation phylogeneti­
cally.

Viruses are ike higher organisms in important features: they have
a specific organization which is reproduced time and again and which
is changed by mutations. There are many experimental results proving
that mutation occurs among viruses and probably nobody doubts that
closely related strains of a virus have cornrnon ancestry, even if the
rnutation or the chain of mutations which led to the strains can no
longer be reproduced experirnentally.

Virus isolates considered to be strains are usually closely related;
they show only small differences in a nurnber of characteristics. In
particular, serological relationship is taken as evidence for close relation­
ship. The degree of serological relationship, however, is so small in
sorne cases that it can be demonstrated only under precise experimental
conditions. Assuming that serological relationship implies common an­
cestry, the results of serological experiments strongly suggest that a
process of evolution occurs among viruses because all degrees of relation­
shipsfrom very close to very distant-can be demonstrated.

Any classifcation should consider as many characteristics as possible,
but features which are changed least during the evolutionary process
are of greater importance. Because of the fact that those elongated
plant viruses which have proved to be serologically related show no,
or only minor, diflerences in particle size, particle morphology is prob­
ably a basic criterion, as already suggested by theoretical considerations.
Consequently, we then have to consider whether morphological simi­
larities signify true relationship as a rule or whether analogies are possi­
ble.

Summing up, we see no reason to doubt that an evolutionary process
occurs among viruses and, hence, no reason against attempting to classify
them phylogenetically. Hansen ( 1957) also agrees with the theory of
the evolution of the plant viruses but considers that a common origin
does not necessarily result in a close relationship, and that true relation­
ship is not dependent on, or indicative of, a common origin. We take
the opposite view, namely, that the horizontal relationship between
viruses depends on the vertical relationship to their ancestors; two
viruses are more closely related to one another the more closely related
they are to an imaginary common ancestor.

III. MORPIOLOGY OF ELONGATED PLANr VmUSES

A. Fine Structure, Shape, and Diameter

Rod-shaped plant viruses can be characterized by size and external
shape, which may be called gross morphology, and by interna! structure.
The type of symmetry of the capsid has already been suggested as
a basic criterion for classifcation by Wildy (1962). Although there
is little information on the fine structure of elongated viruses, all are
thought to have helical symmetry. We do not know, however, whether
similarities in symmetry indicate common ancestry in all cases, nor do
we know whether certain groups of elongated viruses have different
fine structure. The interna! canal has been clearly demonstrated in the
particles of tobacco mosaic virus ( e.g., Nixon and Woods, 1960), tobacco
rattle virus ( Nixon and Harrison, 1959), sugarbeet yellows virus (Horne
et al., 1959), barley stripe mosaic virus (Gibbs et al., 1963), and soil­
borne wheat mosaic virus (Brandes et al., 1964) by negative staining
with phosphotungstic acid and other "stains." On the other hand, using
the same technique, it is apparently more diffcult to present any data
on the fine structure of some other elongated viruses (Nixon and Woods,
personal communication; Brandes, unpublished work).
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It is obvious that different symmetry of the capsid probably idi­
cates lack of relationship, thus suggesting its importance in any scheme
of classification but, until now, lack of suflcient experimental results
does not permit the use of common symmetry as a criterion for relation­
ship, so far as elongated plant viruses are covered.

These comments also refer to the external shape of the virus particles.
Brandes and etter (1959) grouped elongated viruses into four cate­
gories based on particle shape: ( 1) rigid, ( 2) rigid to slightly flexible,
( 3) flexible, and ( 4) very flexible. These are subjective terms but are
of value in separating groups of viruses. They cannot be regarded as
basic because some groups of viruses with common shape can be further
separated by the diameter and the length range of the particles. So
far there is no evidence that tobacco rattle virus and tobacco mosaic
virus, for instance, are related although both have similarly shaped
particles (rigid rods) but different diameters. Possibly the two groups
of iruses characterized by flexible partiles in the length ranges 480
to 580 mµ and 700 to 760 m are no more closely related to one
another tban to other groups despite their common shape.

The diameter of elongated plant viruses ranges from about 10 to
about 22 m. This small variation limits the application of particle
diameter as a useful criterion, as it is extremely difRcult or impossible
with many viruses to establish any differences by electron microscope
measurements. Many data in the literature on particle diameter must
be regarded with caution because in most cases no careful comparison
of different viruses has been made, so that apparent differences actually
are due to different techniques.

In sorne cases, however, reliable differences could be demonstrated
and these differences combined with the shape of the partiles, for­
tunately permit the definition of groups of viruses with related mean
lengths. The diameters of virus particles with mean lengths up to about
220 m are indubitably larger (about 22 m) than those of the particles
of tobacco mosaic virus and its relatives ( about 18 m); these again
are thicker than all other elongated viruses with mean lengths of 480
mu and more (10 to l5 m). Further differences of the diameter have
been suggested but so far have not been established with absolute
certainty. Probably potato virus X and related viruses as well as sugar­
beet-yellows virus are a little thinner than the other rod-shaped viruses.

There seems no reason to doubt that the morphological features
so far mentioned are intrinsic characters of a virus and there is no
good evidence that they vary with the nature of the host plant in
which the virus has been propagated.

CLASSIFICATION OF ELONGATED PLANT VIRUSES 5

B. Length of the Virus Particles

1. The "Normal Length"

Work at this Institute ( summarized by Brandes, 1964) has shown
that each of the viruses so far investigated is characterized by a value
for particle length which is consistently reproducible. This value has
been called the "normal length" and is evaluated as the arithmetic
mean of the main maximum of the length-distribution curve.

Usually a high percentage of all particles forms the main maximum
when the preparation is made from crude sap according to the exudate
or dip method ( see Brandes, 1964). Sometimes subsidiary peaks have
been found which usually correspond to about half or double the normal
length, with the exception of tobacco rattle virus ( Paul and Bode, 1955;
Harrison and Nixon, 1959) and soil-borne wheat mosaic virus ( Brandes
et al., 1964; Brakke, personal communication).

The proportions of particles with lengths other than the main maxi­
mum vary somewhat for reasons largely unknown, although sorne results
indicate that the age of infection is of some importance ( Bercks and
Querfurth, 1956; Brandes, unpublished work). Therefore it seemed illogi­
cal to take the mean length of all particles present in a preparation
as a characteristic of these viruses.

Naturally, there is a minor variation of lengths within the main
maximum and we do not know whether this is a true variation in
particle length or results from the mode of preparation used, but it
has been shown that in sorne cases main peaks were not normal but
excessive distributions (Brandes and Wetter, 1959; Wetter et al., 1962;
Brandes, unpublished). Nevertheless, the mean of the main maximum in
every case was reproducible.

2. Constancy of the Normal Length

Brandes and Wetter ( 1959) stated that the normal length of a given
virus was not dependent on the host plant but invariable except for
the errors resulting from electron microscopy and the technique of meas­
urement. This statement is reinforced by many additional results from
recent work.

On the other hand, Johnson ( 1951) was quoted as an exponent
of the claim for variable lengths (Pirie, 1957, 1962). Johnson, however,
said in bis remarkable paper that he did not prove "any consistent
influence of the host on the size, shape, or structure of the rod-shaped
particles," nor did he publish any results of measurements. It can be
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assumed from the photographs published by Johnson that variation in
the frequency of double lengths and still longer aggregations account
for his comment that he found longer particles of tobacco mosaic virus
in certain plants than in others. As we stated, however, constancy of
mean lengths refers to the main maximum only and not to the whole
range of all lengths present.

The accepted values of mean particle lengths of sorne viruses have
changed during the years; tobacco mosaic virus, for example, was previ­
ously thought to be 280 m and now is believed to be 300 m long.
But this likewise is no argument for variability and does not disturb
anyone familiar with the techniques of electron microscopy.

It is more difRcult than is generally thought to determine true mag­
nifcation in an electron microscope and to reproduce this magnification
consistently for comparison of different material. We have paid particular
attention to this last point because we feel that the absolute size of
a virus is less important for characterization than are difFerences between
different viruses. Therefore, when measuring a "new" virus, we take
at least one-usually several-known viruses and compare the lengths
of all by parallel preparation, photography, and measurements. Thus
it is possible to get more reliable results than by relying on customary
determinations of the magnifcation, such as the inclusion of polystyrene
latex spheres, as a standard.

Many results of different authors, indicating apparent variation of
mean lengths, actually can be explained by the fact that only one virus
was measured at a particular time without sufficient regard to variation
in the magnification of the microscope.

3. Identification of Elongated Viruses by Electron Microscopy
Our determinations of normal lengths are based on preparations

from crude sap made according to the exudate or dip method, but
purifed preparations of a number of elongated viruses have also been
used. In most cases, however, the lengths of particles were not very
uniform after purification, thus making it diffcult or impossible to deter­
mine any valid mean lengths. On the other hand, special purifcation
techniques with several viruses yielded evidence that infectivity was
correlated with particles of specifc lengths and these always corre­
sponded to the normal lengths determined from crude sap preparations.
By analogy it seems reasonable to assume that this is true in every
case. There is, for instance, abundant evidence that infectivity of tobacco
mosaic virus is correlated with the 300 m rods; this has recently been
demonstrated again by Steere ( 1963). It is desirable to know more
about these correlations, but it seems especially diffcult to purify some

of the longer flexible viruses and to separate different fractions from
them. Such knowledge, however, should not be an essential prerequisite
for morphological classifcation of elongated viruses, since the normal
length can be taken as an invariable characteristic associated with the
virus. Similar comments can be made as to whether odd lengths other
than the main maximum are actually present in the plant or have been
formed during the preparation process, and as to whether the particles
seen in the electron microscope represent "the virus" or a special resting
or sporelike state.

The experienced electron microscopist is unlikely to confuse the par­
ticles of elongated plant viruses with other cell components because
they have specific and clearly recognizable sizes and shapes. If these
specific particles can be transmitted from one plant to another and
increase therein, then it seems to be needlessly pedanticin the present
state of knowledge-to deny that they are correlated with virus.

Certainly, it is most important to exclude the possibility of mixed
infection by the customary techniques of using differential host plants,
dilution series, and single-lesion isolates. Otherwise, even purifcation
can lead to wrong results if a mixed infection with two different viruses
of the same or very similar size is being investigated.

Assuming that we are able to identify an elongated plant virus by
electron microscope tests from crude sap, a second problem is to provide
evidence that this virus is correlated with a special disease and to
make crucial tests by serological and other means to establish its identity.
In this process electron microscope observations on crude sap are of
great value for rapid identifcation, as emphasized by Brandes and Paul
(1957) and Brandes (1961, 1964).

IV. SEROLOGY OF ELONGATED PLANT VIUSES

A. Significance of Serological Relationship
Until a few years ago investigations on serological relationships

among plant viruses had been performed primarily to demonstrate
identity or strain relationships. Positive serological reaction was taken
as evidence that the virus studied was identical or at least a stram
of the serological partner, and usually reinforced other kinds of evidence
indicative of a close connection.

Difficulties arase with the discovery of serological relationships be-
tween tobacco mosaic virus and cucumber viruses 3 and 4 (Bawden
and Pirie, 1937; Knight, 1955) and, to a lesser extent, with those between
common bean mosaie virus and bean yellow mosaic virus (Beemster
and van der VVant, 1951). However, these results, formerly regarded
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as exceptional, and the many additional results in recent years
tl · I I . . pose1e question whether serology is a valid and useful means of determinin
close as well as remote relationships among viruses. This is worthg
of comment, although we believe that most virologists hold views ab y

I · ·1 1 outserology similar to those expressed by Cadman and Lister (1962): "At
present, serology provides the best evidence of relationship betw

· d l · 'eenvruses an tus must take precedence over other kinds of evid
'f I . I I f 1ence
il any togica classilication of viruses is to evolve."

It has been known for a long time that correlations between the
serological reaction and the chemical constitution of the antigen exist
( e.g., Landsteiner, 1947). This has been demonstrated again in a recent
bacteriological study of the genus Salmonella (Kauffmann, 1961). After
chemical identifcation of the sucrose components of the polysaccharides
acting as antigens, the latter have been arranged as so-called chemotypes
according to the combination of the sucrose components. As a result
it has become evident that close correlations exist between classification
of serogroups according to the Kauffmann-White scheme and that of
chemotypes according to the chemical composition of the antigenic
determinants.

With plant viruses, however, only few experiments in this direction
have been done. Moreover, they have been restricted primarily to investi­
gations of closely related virus strains. Knight and Stanley ( 1941) com­
pared several relatives of tobacco mosaic virus, including the cucumber
viruses 3 and 4 and the ribgrass isolate found by Holmes (1941), by
serological tests and parallel determinations of amino acids. Five strains
of tobacco mosaic virus which were serologically closely related showed
no differences in amino acid composition within the margin of error.
The aberrant ribgrass isolate and the cucumber viruses 3 and 4 which
were only distantly related serologically to tobacco mosaie virus, differed
distinctly from it in amino acid composition. In further studies with
sorne distinctive strains of tobacco mosaic virus Knight et al. (1962)
found differences in the serological behavior, amino acid composition,
and sequence of nucleotides. Price ( 1954) examined the effect of po­
tassium iodide on tobacco mosaic virus and observed a considerable
alteration in serological behavior when the tyrosine of the virus was
transformed to diiodine tyrosine. After treatment with carboxypeptidase
tobacco mosaic virus was dethreoninated and then showed serological
differences from untreated virus ( Harris and Knight, 1955).

Recently, the first special investigations on chemical characterization
of antigenic determinants of a plant virus have been performed by

Anderer (1963).° This author showed that a synthetic antigen, with
the C-terminal hexapeptide of the polypeptide chain of tobacco mosaic
virus as determinant group, produced an antiserum which precipitated
and neutralized tobacco mosaic virus. This antiserum did not react,
however, with the dahlemense strain which had a similar C-terminal
sequence.

Ali results suggest that immune sera possess very high specifcity and
may therefore serve as ideal reagents in the analysis of chemical structure
(Westphal and Lüderitz, 1963).

As there is no qualitative difference between strong and weak sero­
logical reactions, it is not possible to differentiate between close and
distant relationships. Therefore it would be illogical to concede to sys­
tematic serology pride of place only in instances where relationship is
evident for other reasons. Boyden ( 1953, p. 23), for example, said:
IF he precipitin tests give results in accord with known genetic relation­
ships then we have a right to assume that they apply equally to species
whose genetic and systematic relationships are not sufficiently estab­
lished." This is not to underestimate the problems raised by the possi­
bility of convergence. On this matter Boyden ( 1953, p. 28) commented
thus: "It is a serious problem for the student of animal evolution. As
far as serological convergence is concerned we have as yet no proven
cases for protein antigens. As further work is undertaken they may
appear but it is unlikely that they will be frequent. Divergence and
parallelism rather than convergence seem to be rules for protein evolu­
tion, as far as the serological characters of protein antigens are
concerned."

We believe that the last sentence can be applied also to plant viruses.
It is unreasonable to take the view that only distant relationships may
exist as a result of convergence because there is a complete gradation
between close and distant relationship. If serological reactions provide
conclusive evidence of identity then they must also provide conclusive
evidence for the determination of more or less distant relationships.
Even if a weak serological reaction may be due exceptionally to con­
vergence, this does not mean that all distant serological relationships are
open to question.

B. Some Aspects of Investigations on Serological Relationships
of Plant Viruses

The requirements for serological investigations depend on whether
0 Analogous to the work of Anderer, Benjamini et al. (1964) studied the

immunological relationships of the tryptic peptides of tobacco mosaic virus protein
to the whole protein.
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the relationships between the viruses being studied are close or distant.
It is common knowledge that low-titered antisera are sufRcient for the
determination of close relationships, whereas high-titered ones are neces­
sary for the detection of distant relationships. In addition, it is known
that antisera prepared against the same antigen may differ. These differ­
ences are reflected not only in the height of the titer against the homol­
ogous antigen but also in the behavior of the sera with heterologous
antigens.

If there is a close correlation between the antigen that was used
for production of the antiserum and the antigen used in the test, most
of the antibodies will react with the antigen. In this case, therefore,
a low-titered antiserum that contains relatively few antibodies is
suffcient to detect relationship. In the case of distant relationships,
however, only a relatively small proportion of antibodies is able to
react with the heterologous antigen. If the absolute amount of antibodies
in an antiserum is low then the number of antibodies necessary for
a noticeable heterologous reaction may be insufficient, whereas corre­
sponding high-titered antisera may contain enough antibodies for a re­
action to be detectable.

High-titered antisera are useful and necessary not only for their
high content of antibodies but also because the proportion of antibodies
which can also react heterologously is higher than with low-titered
antisera. On the other hand, this is the reason that high-titered
antisera are less useful for differentiation of closely related viruses which
share many antigenic groups.

Individual differences among antisera play a subordinate role in the
determination of close relationships; on the other hand, they can lead
to wrong conclusions if distant relationships are being tested.

Problems of this kind with plant viruses have received little attention
until recently. Using antisera against two strains of turnip yellow mosaic
virus, Matthews (1957) found that the proportion of strain-specifc anti­
bodies was distinctly dependent on the titer of the antisera; the higher
the titer, the smaller was the proportion of strain-specifc antibodies. It
is, therefore, widely believed that high-titered antisera are less specifc
than low-titered ones. The term "speci:6.c," however, is not correct ac­
cording to the conceptions of Augustin (1959). This author suggested
that extended immunization and correlated increase in titer lead not
to lower specifcity but to the production of antibodies against an in­
creasing proportion of the determinants present on the particle. This
means that a low-titered antiserum does not yet contain antibodies
against ali the determinant groups of an antigen, and that only during
the course of immunization do those antibodies which can react also
with a related antigen originate in a sufRcient number.

Regarding individual differences among antisera, Kleczkowski (1941)
mentioned that dilferences between his results and those of other authors
on diflerentiation of tobacco mosaic virus strains possibly were due
to qualitative diflerences among antisera produced against the same
antigen. A similar explanation was proposed in a later work on the
serological behavior of tobacco mosaic virus ancl its protein fragments
( Kleczkowski, 1961).

Using extremely high-titered antisera ( Bercks, 1960b, 1960-61), we
were able to demonstrate distant relationships between severa! viruses
previously considered as unrelated. In these papers and in sorne subse­
quent ones we have pointed out that probably many other instances of
distant relationship would escape detection unless antisera of titers as
high as possible were used. This observation was also borne out by the
fact that in sorne earlier investigations relationship was not detected
when low-titered antisera were used ( Zímmer and Brandes, 1956; Bos
et al., 1959; Pratt, 1961), but was detected when high-titered sera were
used ( Bercks, 1960b; Bercks and Brandes, 1961, 1963).

On the other hand, further investigations have shown that sometimes
fairly low-titered sera give similar reactions to high-titered ones and
that antisera with similar titers sometimes differ greatly in ability to
react with heterologous antigens. For example, tests with three antisera
against bean yellow mosaic virus showed that they had homologous
titers of 1: 128,000, 1: 2,048, and 1: 256, respectively. Their titers toward
the same preparation of potato virus Y were 1: 128, 1: 2, and O, respec­
tively ( Bercks, 1960-61). In another study we tested three antisera
against white clover mosaic virus obtained from the same rabbit at three
different intervals after immunization. Over this period the titers de­
creased from 1: 8192, 1:4096, to 1: 1024. Correspondingly the heterologous
titers to potato virus X decreased from 1 : 32, 1 :16, to 1 : 8, respectively
( Bercks and Brandes, 1961). A low-titered antiserum against patato
virus X which failed to react with white clover mosaic virus did so
when the homologous titer was increased by concentrating the anti­
bodies ( Bercks and Brandes, 1961) .

As a rule, apparently, the heterologous reaction is dependent on
the height of the homologous titer, but early investigations on distant
relationships revealed differences among antisera with the same or very
similar homologous titer.

Of two antisera against white clover mosaic virus of the titer of
1:8000, only one reacted with Hydrangea ringspot virus (Bercks and
Brandes, 1961). Two antisera prepared against patato virus Y had
titers of 1:32,000 and 1:64,000, respectively; yet the frst of these gave
better heterologous reactions with bean yellow mosaic virus than did
the second ( Bercks, 196061).
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Correlations between homologous and heterologous titer as well a

individual diflerences among antisera have been described in a studs
where 55 antisera against the homologous potato virus X and 4
heterologous partners clover yellow mosaic virus, cactus virus X, IJY­
drangea ringspot virus, and white clover mosaic virus were tested
( Bercks, 1963). Sorne examples of these results may be mentioned
here.

The antibodies of 35 antisera, of which only 11 reacted heterologously
with clover yellow mosaic, were concentrated. Thereupon, not only did
the homologous titer increase, but all except one then reacted with
clover yellow mosaic virus. Striking differences between antisera were
also observed in this test. Of two antisera with the same homologous
titer of 1: 4096 one reacted heterologously with the viruses mentioned
above at dilutions of 1: 4, 1: 8, 1: 8, 1: 4, whereas the second one reacted
at 1: 32, 1:256, 1: 256, and 1: 64, respectively. So far, all results definitely
indicate that one high-titered antiserum is sometimes not sufficient for
the assessment of distant relationship, and that where one antiserum
yields a negative result others should be tested.

Another result of our investigations is that heterologous reactions
of one antiserum do not allow of trustworthy statements on the degree
of relationship. This is an additional reason for working with several
antisera. In the case of very close relationship, however, such diffculties
are unlikely greatly to affect the result.

Toe previous general comments on serology are of course also valid
for isometric viruses. It is relevant to mention that MacLeod and
Markham ( 1963), studying relationships between turnip yellow mosaic
virus and wild cucumber mosaic virus, referred to the importance of
high-titered antisera for the determination of distant relationships. Their
results have, however, been criticized for technical reasons by van
Regenmortel (1963).°

V. COMBINATION OF MORPHOLOGICAL DATA
AND SEROLOGICAL RESULTS

A. Preliminary Remarks

Reliable determinations of normal lengths are limited by the accuracy
of the techniques of electron microscopy and measurement. Usually

º Using relatively high-titered antisera, Agrawal and Maat (1964) demonstrated
distant serological relationships among several isometric plant .viruses. Their results
suggest that similar conditions exist among isometric viruses as with elongated
viruses with regard to different degrees of relationship between morphologically
related viruses.

the normal length of one virus is reproducible within a range of about
10m. Thus we are able, with comparative measurements, to distinguish
between viruses the normal lengths of which differ by more than 10
m (e.g., Bercks and Brandes, 1961). In the case of lower uniformity
or low virus concentration this range possibly must be extended to
about 20 m. So far as our tests go virus strains exhibiting close serologi­
cal relationship have not shown any differences in their normal lengths.
In addition, no differences in normal lengths have been found between
several distantly related viruses or among others whose serological rela­
tionships have not yet been established. This is not to imply that there
may not be minor differences undetectable with the techniques used.

Severa! elongated viruses have proved to have slightly different
normal lengths but no recognizable differences in shape and diameter.
Serological relationships permit the grouping of sorne of these viruses
together, as already suggested by Brandes and Wetter ( 1959). Groups
can now be established containing viruses of the same and slightly
different normal lengths. Serological relationship was found only within
these groups and even between viruses of different lengths, suggesting
that slight changes of the normal lengths can take place during evolution.
Consequently, it is of no value taxonomically whether two viruses differ
slightly in their lengths or whether they have the "same normal length,
i.e., normal lengths which cannot be distinguished ( van Regenmortel
et al., 1962).

The next section, (V,B) briefly summarizes the results of morpho­
logical characterization of virus particles combined with information on
distant serological relationship. Further details can be found in a recent
compilation by Brandes (1964). AII the measurements quoted have been
carefully made, although exact comparisons of the particle lengths of
all the viruses mentioned here are still lacking. However, as this is
not of vital importance, for the reasons just given, these gaps can no
doubt be filled in Iater. So far there is apparently no significant corre­
lation between the degree of these slight differences in length and the
degree of serological relationship. But additional investigations of this
kind possibly may help to elucidate the problem of how to distinguish
between viruses and strains.

It has already been mentioned that it is diffcult to establish the
degree of serological relationship in many cases. Therefore, the present
results are partly incomplete. Preliminary experiments with sorne viruses,
e.g., legume viruses with normal lengths of about 750 m, suggest
that between sorne of these viruses, previously considered distinct, rather
close relationships exist, so that they must possibly be considered as
strains of one virus. On the other hand, some isolates which are nowa­
days regarded as strains show only fairly distant relationships. Thus
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we want to ernphasize that we do not lay clairn to group together
all the viruses rnentioned.

According to the present morphological and serological results, many
elongated plant viruses can, with conviction, be arranged in six diflerent
groups:

l. Tobacco rattle virus group
2. Tobacco mosaic virus group
3. Potato virus X group
4. Potato virus S group
5. Potato virus Y group
6. Beet yellows virus group

For convenience, the name of one well-kown representative has
been used to characterize each group, but this does not imply that
these particular viruses are to be regarded as typical of the group.
So far there is no experimental evidence that true relationship exists
between the several groups. Therefore, the order, from shorter to longer
viruses, is not of any taxonomic significance.

The description of the groups that follows also includes viruses which
have not yet been investigated with regard to distant serological relation­
ship. Those viruses which may tentatively be assigned to particular
groups on the basis of particle size and shape are shown in parentheses.
These placings are speculative and are made to encourage further experi­
rnentation. In sorne cases morphological similarity may be due to con­
vergence. Some viruses have been noted as related in spite of lack
of corresponding publications because preliminary and unpublished re­
sults suggest serological relationship. In addition, it should be mentioned
that within a group not all possible combinations of partners have been
tested for serological relationship. Potato virus A and bean yellow mosaic
virus are exarnples, yet these can be regarded as related because both
viruses are related to potato virus Y.

As a matter of course we also perforrned a large number of cross­
reaction tests between viruses of different groups, including some iso­
rnetric viruses. In neither case did we ever observe any reaction.

B. Description of Virus Groups

1. Tobacco Rattle Virus Group

180 m, tobacco rattle virus
210 m, pea early browning virus
160m (soil-borne wbeat mosaic virus)
130m (barley stripe mosaic virus)

The viruses of this group are characterized by short rigid rods of
a diameter of about 20 to 22 m. Distant serological relationship between
pea early browning virus (Bos and van der Want, 1962) and tobacco
rattle virus was recently described by Maat ( 1963). Tobacco rattle
virus includes also strains from potato ( potato stem mottle virus), but
the latter name is less often used.

It is possible that the speculative placing of barley stripe mosaic
virus and soil-borne wheat mosaic virus is wrong in spite of the similar
shape and diameter of the virus particles. The normal length of barley
stripe mosaic virus is somewhat diflerent from that of the other viruses
and soil-borne wheat mosaic virus is characterized by a longer subsidiary
length ( about 300 m), whereas tobacco rattle and pea early browning
viruses have shorter subsidiary lengths ( about 70 and 100 m, respec­
tively).

2. Tobacco Mosaic Virus Group

300 m, tobacco mosaic virus
300 m, Odontoglossum ringspot virus
315 m Sammons' Opuntia virus)

The particles of these viruses ar.e rigid rods with a diameter of
about 18 m. Since exact comparative measurements of these viruses
are still lacking, minute diflerences in the normal lengths may exist.
Cucurnber green mottle mosaic virus ( cucumber viruses 3 and 4), the
ribgrass isolate of Holmes (1941), a virus from cowpea (Bawden, 1958),
and "Dolichos enation mosaic virus" from India ( Badami, 1963), which
have been regarded as aberrant strains of tobacco mosaic virus, also
belong to this group. Preliminary serological tests by Wetter also suggest
distant relationships between Odontoglossum ringspot virus with other
viruses of this group.

3. Potato Virus X Croup

480 m, white clover mosaic virus
500 m, Hydranqea ringspot virus
515 m, potato virus X
520 m, cactus virus X
540 m, clover yellow mosaic virus
490 m, Cymbidium mosaic virus
580m (potato aucuba mosaic virus)

The diameter of the flexible virus particles of this group is about
13 mµ. Comparative serological and electron rnicroscope investigations
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among the frst fve viruses of this group have been made · d
( B k d B d m etailere s ans ranes, 1961, 1963; Brandes and Bercks 1962-63· B k
1963). Ocasional cross-reactions between Cymbidium mosa; ,,Fcks,. vrus and
potato virus X suggest distant relationship (Wetter, 1960, unpublished
work; Bercks, 1963, unpublished work). According to current t t
potato _aucuba mosaic virus also may be distantly related to som:s sf
these viruses. O

4. Potato Virus S Group

It is doubtful whether wheat streak mosaic virus and ryegrass mosaic
virus (Mulligan, 1960) can be placed in this group at all. The normal
lengths lie between those of the potato virus S group and the potato
virus Y group; according to their shape they might belong to the former
group. However, both viruses are the only elongated viruses so far
known which are transmitted by mites.°

5. Potato Virus Y Groupt

620, m, pea streak virus
650 m, red clover vein mosaic virus
650 m, Passiflora latent virus
650 m, carnation latent virus
650 m, potato virus S
650 m, potato virus M
690 m, Chrysanthemumvirus B

650 m, "Cactus virus 2''
650 m, (Freesia mosaic virus)
650 m, ("hop virus")
670 m, (poplar mosaic virus)*
700 m, (wheat streak mosaic virus)?
700 m, (ryegrass mosaic virus)?

730 m, potato virus Y
730 m, potato virus A
730 m, beet mosic virus
730 m, tobacco etch virus
730 mµ, henbane mosaic virus
730 m, watermelon mosaic virus
740 m, Eucharis mosaic virus
750 m, bean yellow mosaic virus
750 m, bean common mosaic virus
750 m, pea mosaic virus
750 roµ, soybean mosaic virus

750 m, mosaic virus from Vigna (formerly
copea mosaic virus)t

750 m, Bagnall's SB 29 virus
750 m, lettuce mosaic virus
750 m, turnip mosaic virus
750 mµ, sugarcane mosaic virus
750 m, (cocksfoot streak virus)
740 m, (tulip mosaic virus)
760 m, (asparagus virus 1)
790 m, (papaya ringspot virus)?The virus particles may be described as being rigid to slightly

flexible. The particles, which are often curved to one side, have a diam­
eter of about l5 m. Serological and morphological relationships between
carnation latent virus, potato viruses S and M, Chrysanthemum virus
B, and Passifiora latent virus have been described in several papers
( Kassanis, 1956; Rozendaal and van Slogteren, 1958; Wetter and
Brandes, 1956; Bagnall et al., 1959; Brandes et al., 1959; Hakkaart et
al., 1962; Brandes and Wetter, 1963-64). It may be noted that separation
of sorne of these viruses is still disputed. Kassanis ( 1961b) considered
patato viruses S and M and carnation latent virus as so-called serotypes
of potato leaf rolling mosaic virus ( see Chapter VII).

Relationships between severa! isolates of pea streak virus and red
clov;r vein mosaic virus have been described by Wetter and Quantz
(1958) and Wetter et al. (1962). This was the rst reported case of
serological relationship between viruses with distinctly different normal
lengths. We placed pea streak virus and red clover vein mosaic virus
in this group although suflcient evidence on relationship with other
viruses of the group is still lacking. Distant relationship, however, be­
tween these two viruses and those mentioned in the former paragraph
seems probable according to preliminary results of Wetter and Paul
(1961-62).

0 Berg ( 1964) recently reported that poplar mosaic virus was serologically
unrelated to other virases of the potato virus S group although the virus would
fit the group morphologically. We believe, however, this negative result does not
exclude a very distant relationship which can be demonstrated with very high-titered
antisera only.

Viruses of this group, of which probably more exist than those listed
above, have flexible particles and a diameter of about 15 m. Relation­
ships among bean yellow mosaic virus, potato virus Y, beet mosaic virus,
and watermelon mosaic virus have been described by Bercks (1960b,
196061) and van Regenmortel et al. (1962). Beemster and van der Want
( 1951) reported on the relationship between bean yellow mosaic virus

• The speculative placing of wheat streak mosaic virus and ryegrass mosaic virus
becomes more doubtful as the result of sorne recent studies in our institute. We
found that the shape of these viruses which in length lie midway between the
potato virus S group and the potato virus Y group, is not recognizable defnitely
because the particles appear to be sometimes more rigid ( as viruses of the potato
virus S group) and sometimes more flexible ( as viruses of the potato virus Y group).

t The size and shape of sorne viruses which can be placed tentatively in the
potato virus Y group have been described recently. Onion yellow dwarf virus
(normal length 772 m) and plum pox virus (normal length 764 m) may be
mentioned ( Schmidt and Schmelzer 1964; Kegler et al. 1964). Papaya ringspot
virus ( Herold and Weibel 1962), the placing of which is doubtful, apparently is not
the only virus in the length range near 800 m, since Kitajima et al. (1962)
described the normal length of the Malva vein clearing virus as being about 830 m.
All these viruses have not been investigated so far for serological relationships with
other elongated viruses.t Agrawal (1964) claimed that the name "cowpea mosaic virus" is valid only
for the isometric beetle-transmissible virus. The aphid-transmissible elongated mosaic
virus from Vigna ( normal length about 750 m), which formerly was also called
cowpea mosaic virus, should have another name. Further work on this virus is in
Progress ( Lovisolo, personal communication).
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and bean comrnon mosaic virus and this was confirmed by Bercks
(1960a). One legume virus isolate which may be regarded as pea mosaic
virus was also related to these viruses, thus supplementing the results
of Goodchild ( 1956). Further preliminary tests suggest that relation­
ships exist between other legume viruses (soybean mosaic virus, mosaic
virus from Vigna) and the viruses mentioned above ( Bercks, quoted
by Quantz, 1961-62, and unpublished work). According to Bartels
(196364) relationships of different degrees exist among potato viruses
Y and A, tobacco etch virus, and henbane mosaic virus. Further pre­
liminary results suggest distant relationships between turnip mosaic
virus, sugarcane mosaic virus, lettuce mosaic virus, and severa! other
viruses of this group, although strong evidence is still lacking. A virus
from Solanum phureja recently described by Bagnall ( 1963) and named
"SB 29 virus" was shown to be distantly related to potato virus Y and
not identical with potato virus A.

6. Beet Yellows Virus Group

Until recently, beet yellows virus was the only elongated virus which
exhibited morphological properties entirely different from those of other
elongated viruses. It has very long particles (normal length 1250 m;
Brandes and Zimmer, 1955) of a very flexible nature and a diameter
of about 10 m. However, we now have reports of viruses of the same
shape but still longer normal lengths; these include a virus from Festuca
(Schmidt et al., 1963) and citrus tristeza virus (Kitajima et al., 1963).
Since serological work is lacking we have to wait and see whether
these viruses can be grouped with beet yellows or whether it is necessary
to set up new groups.

VI. ADDITIONAL CHARACTERISTICS AND CLASSIFICATION

When we consider other characteristics of the viruses and compare
them with the classification described here, it can be stated frst of
all that there are apparently no correlations with regard to symptoms
and host range. As this is a matter of common observation ( e.g., Hollings,
1959) it seems unnecessary to discuss this question further. It seems
worth mentioning, however, that there are severa! examples of related
viruses having no known common host.

Properties such as thermal inactivation point and concentration of
virus in the plant are, however, correlated with our classifcation scheme.
We do not have reliable and comparable values for all viruses but
the approximate data compiled from the literature and given in Table I
may serve as illustration.

Virus group

Tobacco rattle
Tobacco mosaic
Potato virus X
Potato virus S
Potato virus Y
Beet yellows

Thermal inactivation point
(ºC.) Conccntration

65-80 Medium
85-95 High
60-80 High
60-75 Medium to high
50-65 Low to mcdium

Medium

TABLE I
SOME COMPARABLE VALUES FOR VIRUS GROUPS

However, values of thermal inactivation point and dilution endpoint
of different viruses lie within a rather continuous range and show over­
lapping between diflerent groups, apart from some exceptions which
do not ft the groups very well. This indicates that these two features
are not of basic importance but can contribute a certain degree of
support to a classifcation based on natural relationships. Among other
features they will probably play a role in the separation of viruses and
strains. Even more striking are correlations of the groups with the
mode of transmission, the feature most favored in earlier attempts of
classillcation.

In the tobacco rattle virus group tobacco rattle and pea early brown­
ing viruses have been shown to be transmitted by nematodes ( Sol et al.,
1960; van Hoof, 1962). This kind of transmission has so far not been
observed with viruses of other groups of elongated viruses.

Viruses of the tobacco mosaic virus and potato virus X groups are
transmitted only mechanically, but it must be mentioned that for two
viruses of the latter group a special type of aphid transmission has
been described. According to Kassanis (196la), potato aucuba mosaic
virus can be transmitted by aphids if it is present in a mixed infection
together with potato virus Y or potato virus A. Goth (1962) reported
successful aphid transmission of white clover mosaie virus only when
a special clone of Ladino white clover and extremely short feeding
times were used (Goth, personal communication) •

In the potato virus S group several viruses are known to be trans­
mitted by aphids. But Passiflora latent virus and potato virus S have
so far been transmitted only mechanically. It does not seem illogical
to assume that the common ancestor of the serologically related viruses
of the group was aphid-transmissible and that some descendants lost
this ability during prolonged vegetative propagation of the host. Regard­
ing potato virus S Wetter and V6ll (1960) referred to such an explana­
tion. This assumption is confirmed by earlier reports on loss of msect
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transmissibility by probable selection of vectorless mutants, such as
Black's ( 1953) work on patato yellow dwarf virus.

The odd position of wheat streak mosaic and ryegrass mosaic viruses
which are transmitted both mechanically and by mites, has alread;
been noted. It would be most interesting to study the serological rela­
tionships between these and other elongated viruses.

So far as they have been studied, viruses of the potato virus y
group are transmitted by aphids.

Beet yellows virus differs from ali the viruses previously mentioned
not only because of its size and shape but also because it is a "semi­
persistent virus.

Correlations between the mode of transmission and the serological
grouping of related viruses support the general idea of our classification.
On the other hand, it is probable that the mode of transmission is
not of importance at higher levels. Viruses of different and possibly un­
related groups have similar modes of transmission; even among isometric
viruses sorne are transmitted by aphids and others by nematodes. This
situation requires reserved assessment of the value of the mode of trans­
mission far classification. At the present time we have no grounds far
assuming that ali viruses transmitted by aphids or all viruses transmitted
by nematodes have a common origin.

VII. TAXONOMIC ASSESSMENT AND NOMENCLATURE

Although classification should refl.ect phylogenetic relationships, ar­
tifcial steps are necessary to arrange different entities within taxonomic
groups. The levels of grouping should be chosen in such a way that
the result is a reasonable and useful scheme. These levels are determined
by the terms "strain," "species," "genus," and so on, and we see no
reason not to use them. Regarding the preceding proposals the question
arises as to the rank which should be attributed to the present six
groups of related viruses. We believe that it is impossible to retain
the fonner general conception that serologically related viruses are
"strains" of one virus "species," since we have considerable variation
in degree of relationships.

On the basis of the present results it would be reasonable to use
the term "genus" to designate the groups which include several serol­
ogically distantly related "species." The term "strain" should be restricted
to those viruses which are serologically closely related and which show
no or only slight differences in intrinsic properties.

In this way it would be easy to define the genera as groups of
viruses with related morphological and serological properties. We do
not know whether they can be combined in the future into higher
taxonomic groups such as families; at present they have to stay as

independent groups. However, below the generic level, it seems very
difRcult to find any obligatory definition of species and strain, because
ali trans1hons between the two exist. Possibly "subspecies" must be
taken in account.

Kassanis (196lb) tried to overcome these difficulties by introducing
the term serotype wluch he proposed for "viruses that share a few
of their antigens in contrast to strain for viruses that have most of
their antigens in common." According to Kassanis the degree of differ­
ence distinguishing strains and serotypes should be defined later. This
indicates that the difficulties of separation remain the same and Kassanis
merely prefers to use the term "serotype for entities which we would
call "species" or, if necessary, "subspecies." The term "serotype" is
borrowed from microbiology. The most detailed knowledge on serologi­
cal relationships comes from work on the genus Salmonella, and within
the Kauflmann-White scheme, serotypes are now treated as equivalent
to species ( Kauffmann, 1961). Serotype would imply only differences
of serological properties. But one has to consider that differences of
severa! other characteristics are also present. 0

This is also valid with regard to p1ant viruses. It is a fact that
severa! elongated viruses which have only few common antigens differ
in many important respects so that separation into different species
would be preferable. Where closer relationships exist, it may be useful
to arrange severa! strains within taxonomic units below the species.
In this case we would prefer to use the term "subspecies" to clarify
the taxonomic status. However, we want to emphasize that it would
be premature to make any hard and fast proposals. Classifcation cannot
be considered as absolute but must comply with pragmatic needs and
be settled by agreement among experts. .

Because classification is only in its early stages there is no urgent
need to settle such problems of nomenclature. For the future we favor
binomial Latin nomenclature, and for the present time we suggest that
the common names (as quoted in Reo. Appl. Mycol.) be retained as
a provisional arrangement. Newly described viruses should be given
an English common name for uniformity, even if described in another
language. However, it may be stressed that in every case clear distinction
should be made between the virus disease and the virus. This distinction
would also be advantageous with respeet to prionty and would facilitate

o I • . . tl t Bawden (1964) recently criticized the termt is interesting to note hat • ht t · I
sene" a «is et o esas ·2272.,"3 •
erologically related virases as formerly sugge"""},",,, us terpretation that the
and 3has thi W d not agree with awdensm"n emphasized in is paper. 'e to ], ·¡Rcnti c scheme of Brandes and
tw l f . in the e ass1 ca onelve morphological groups o1 viruses
Wetter represent distinct species.
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decision on the correct names of viruses. Many early descriptions of
viruses are in fact descriptions of virus diseases. Far the naming of a
virus, however, it should be a necessary condition that the virus itself
can be identifed by intrinsic properties.

VIII. CONCLUSIONS

The present results on comparative electron microscope and serologi­
cal investigations justify confdence in proceeding with these studies,
and this concerns not only completion of the present groups. Atypical
strains should be examined in greater detail, because it might be possible
to establish links between distantly related viruses, thus supplementing
our kowledge on evolution. We should also try to determine the rela­
tions between different groups.

Toe exact degree of relationship can be estimated in a few cases
only. Corresponding investigations are needed, although they are pro­
tracted and require intensive study.

Comparative investigations on chemical characterization of viruses
which are serologically distantly related or unrelated are also desirable.
We should also take into consideration that, in the future, other features
for objective characterization of a virus may be found.

In every case it is necessary that more virologists participate in
these studies on relationships. There would then be no diffculty in
predicting that future results would allow a better appraisal of the
question of true relationship.

These comments are not made with the object of relegating classifica­
tion to a nebulous future. We believe that the present experimental
results are suflicient to suggest a general framework for classification
of elongated viruses. With regard to the details we agree with Richard
van Wettstein, who i fty years ago said, in effeot: "We should consider
that the systematic units are not units defined by nature, but that they
are abstractions. Hence it follows that in the conception of the units
much latitude must be allowed for personal views, effects of tradition,
as well as scientifc judgment."
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ARTIFICIAL PRODUCTION OF MUTANTS OF TOBACCO
MOSAIC VIRUS

Albert Siegel

I. INTRODUCTION

One of the outstanding problems of biology is the nature of the
relationship between gene and gene product. Viruses offer a useful
material far attacking this problem because virus partiles consist of
a small number of genes and one to several gene products. The small
ribonucleic acid-containing viruses are particularly useful far this pur­
pose because many of them contain only enough nucleic acid to comprise
a small number of genes and only a single species of protein as a
gene product. Of the small viruses that are available, tobacco mosaic
virus ( TMV) seems particularly well suited far study of the relationship
between gene and gene produet. The reason far this lies, perhaps
not in any intrinsic property of the virus or the virus-host system, but
rather in the fact that it has been the virus of choice in many previous
plant virus investigations. The end result has been that as much, if
not more is known about the chemistry of the in vitro TMV particle
than about any other species of virus. The facts and speculations about
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several aspects of the chemistry and biology of TMV have been th
subject for a large number of review articles ( Mundry, 1963; Tsugita
and Fraenkel-Conrat, 1963; Siegel and Wildman, 1960; Gierer, 1960a.
Wildman, 1959; Caspar, 1963; Anderer, 1963; Kleczkowski, 1963).'

The TMV particles consist of two components, ribonucleic acid
( RNA) and protein. The nucleic acid exists as a single polynucleotide
chain of some 6400 residues, and it has a molecular weight of 2 10%,
The protein consists of 2130 identical molecules or subunits, each of
which has a molecular weight of 17,500 and consists of 158 amino
acids. The primary structure of the protein has been determined inde­
pendently in two laboratories. lt is the largest protein whose amino
acid sequence is known and confirmed. The nucleic acid component
of the virus particle can initiate infection by itself when it is freed
of the protein subunits. The host tissue responds to infection, initiated
by either a nucleic acid molecule or an intact virus particle, by synthe­
sizing intact virus particles. Thus, the nucleic acid part of he virus
carries into a host cell the necessary specifications for synthesis of the
viral protein, a protein with which it has had no prior experience.
The nucleic acid, or some part of it, therefore, is a gene whose gene
product is the viral protein.

A question that may be asked is how does the gene specify the
gene product. This is a central question in biology today, and many
systerns are being used in an effort to salve this problem. The approach
that has employed TMV, and which has yielded valuable information,
has been to modify chemically the viral nucleic acid and to study the
consequent perturbations which occur in the viral protein. The nucleic
acid can be modifed by treating it with mutation-inducing agents whose
action is well understood. It is the purpose of this review to describe
the methods and results of rnutation studies that have been carried
out with TMV.

II. TECIINIQUES FOR DETECTING AND ISOLATING VARIANTS

A. General Considerations

It is well at the outset to review the techniques that have been
developed for distinguishing and isolating biological variants of TMV
and to review the methods that are available for determining that these
variants are heritable. Mutants of microorganisms are usually detected
because they have an altered growth pattern which is reB.ected in the
characteristics of a group of organisms. This is in contrast to mutant

detection in larger organisms where diflerences between individuals can
be readily observed. An additional consideration applicable to oblígate
parasites is that, generally, diflerences between clones are detected by
their effects on the host and cannot usually be recognized by direct
observation of the organisms. Therefore, since viruses are oblígate para­
sites, mutants are generally detected by a unique symptom that they
induce in a host. This is not to say that differences in chemical and
physical properties have not been observed between virus particles of
different strains. Such differences have been observed, but only among
strains that were isolated initially because they were detectably diflerent
in biological activity. On the other hand, chemical differences have
not been found between all strains of virus that have demonstrable
differences in biological activity, although such differences are presumed
to exist.

B. Types of Virus-Host Interactions
A description of the different TMV host-virus interactions will be

useful in understanding the techniques which have been employed in
detecting and isolating mutants. Infection of a host plant is usually
initiated by abrading a leaf in the presence of virus particles. The
following reactions ensue.

1. The Systemic Reaction
There exists a group of hosts for TMV which synthesize virus first

in groups of cells surrounding initially infected cells. Generally, no overt
symptoms of disease develop on a mature inoculated leaf, although
large quantities of virus particles are synthesized. Virus particles are
transported from the inoculated leaf, vía the phloem, to many other
parts of the host plant where infection is reestablished. In the phloem,
virus particles are carried passively with the main flow of sap, part
of which goes to the young expanding leaves. When these young leaves
become infected, typical disease symptoms develop which consist of
some leaf malformation and of a mosaic of light green and dark green
areas. This mosaic gives the disease and the causative virus their names.
Bawden (1950) provides an excellent introduction to the classical plant
virus literature.

The hosts which react in this manner to infection by all strains
of TMV will be called systemic hosts in this review. . .

In a particular host, diflerent strains of TMV will induce symptoms
which can clearly be distinguished from one another. When comparing
symptoms induced by diflerent variants, it is necessary to maintain the
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infected plants under as nearly uniform conditions as possible, because
symptom development is influenced by environmental conditions.

2. The Local Lesion Reaction
Another group of host species and varieties react quite differently

to inoculation. The reaction in this case is termed hypersensitive, because
virus multiplication, in cells surrounding initially infected cells, results
in death of the infected tissue. The dead cells are called local necrotic
lesions, and they appear only on inoculated leaves. Virus infectivity
can be recovered from the necr:otic tissue but not from interlesionary
tissue. Lesions grow with time on certain hosts (Rappaport and
Wldman, 1957), and if they are measured at a given time, different
strains of the virus are found to induce lesions of different sizes. The
number of lesions which appear on an inoculated leaf is a function
of the virus concentration in the inoculum. This relationship is the
basis for the most commonly used plant virus bioassay. Those hosts
which react to all strains of TMV with production of local necrotic
lesions are called local lesion hosts.

3. The Differential Host Response
A third group of hosts reacts to inoculation with sorne strains of

TMV by becoming systemically invaded, and reacts to inoculation with
other strains by forming local lesions. A convenient method for quanti­
tating response of TMV to a mutagenic agent is to enumerate the
number of local lesions which appear on a differential host after it
has been inoculated with a treated systemic strain.

C. The Background of Spontaneous Mutation
One diffculty in conducting induced mutation studies with TMV

results from the relatively high level of spontaneous variants in most
virus preparations. Considerable evidence exists for the notion that only
a single particle participates in the initiation of an infection. If an
infection results in the formation of a local necrotic lesion, then all
of the virus particles which can be isolated from the lesion are de­
scendants from the single virus particle which initiated the infection.
Usually from 50 to 1000 infections can be initiated by the progeny
found in a single lesion. Because the number of virus particles which
can be isolated from a single lesion are too few for most studies, it
has been the general practice to initiate a systemic infection with in­
fectious material from a single lesion in arder to increase the amount
of virus. The virus particles isolated from a systemic host which had
been thus inoculated are, therefore, descendants of the particle which

initiated the formation of the lesion. During the course of systemic
infection, massive synthesis of virus particles occurs. It is not unusual,
for instance, to recover I0'' virus particles from a single leaf of a
systemic host. As might be expected, mutation, leading to the appearance
of new strains, occurs during the course of this massive synthesis. The
types of virus particles that are recovered at the end of this period
of synthesis have been subjected to rigorous selection. Severa! investi­
gators have observed that the progeny of a single virus particle, as
recovered from a systemically invaded host, contains a small proportion
of virus particles which are unlike the original parent ( Jensen, 1933;
McKinney, 1926).

Estimates of the proportion of variants in preparations of TMV have
ranged from about 0.1 to 2 (Kunkel, 1940, 1947; Knight, 1959). It
is well to keep in mind, therefore, that virus preparations, which are
used in studies of induced mutation, already contain variant types. The
relatively high proportion of variants makes the detection of a low
frequency of induced mutants a diffcult task.

D. Isolation of Variants

1. Transfer of Local Lesions to a Systemic Host
The methods that are available for the isolation of TMV variants

can be readily deduced from the foregoing description of the different
host-virus interactions. Because local necrotic lesions only contain the
progeny of a single virus particle, a most convenient method for separat­
ing virus particles from each other: is to inoculate them to a local
lesion host. Different strains of a virus will induce lesions which have
a different average size, but it is only under rare circumstances (Wu
et al., 1960) that strains can be separated from a mixture on the basis
of lesion size or other lesion characteristics. The virus particles present
in each lesion can be partially characterized, however, by the symptoms
which they induce in a systemic host. Following multiplication of an
isolate in a systemic host, it generally becomes possible to obtain enough
virus particles so that they can be further characterized by additional
physical, chemical, and biological criteria.

The proportion of variant virus particles in a preparation can be
assessed by frst separating virus particles on a local lesion host and
then determining the frequency of odd symptoms that they induce in
systemie host plants. Several investigators have used this method to
quantitate the effect of mutagenic agents on TMV preparations and
to isolate variants for further study. One pitfall of this method is the
possibility that the "mutagenic treatment" will differentially inactivate
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virus particles in such a manner that the proportion of spontaneous],
occurring variants is increased.

2. Use of the Differential Host

Another method that has been used for quantitating the effecots of
a mutagenic treatment is the inoculation of a differential host with
a systemically invading strain. The variants which induce local lesions
on the differential host can then be readily detected. When a virus
preparation is treated with a mutagenic agent for increasing periods
of time, the number of lesions it will induce first increases and then
decreases. The maximum number of lesions appear when 63 of the
particles in the virus preparation are inactivated. Although this method
detects only a single type of variant ( one that has changed from systemic
invasiveness to local-lesion-producing on the differential host), it is
useful for determining severa! parameters of the mutation process. Mis­
leading results can be obtained with this technique if a mutagenic
agent is selective in its inactivating capacity. Lesion-producing variants
can be isolated from differential hosts by repeatedly passing the virus
from an initial local lesion to other differential and local lesion hosts
until the parent systemic strain is eliminated. The lesion can then
be transferred to a systemic host for massive multiplication. Tsugita
and Fraenkel-Conrat ( 1960), in particular, have employed this technique
when isolating mutants for further characterization.

Advantage also has been taken of the differential host for study
of the reverse mutation from a local lesion strain to a systemic strain.
In this method, a local lesion strain is inoculated to a number of differ­
ential-type host plants and observation is made of the number of plants
which exhibit systemic symptoms.

3. Direct Inoculation to Systemic Host Plants

Another method for isolation of variants consists of the direct inocula­
tion of systemic-type host plants with a virus preparation. When using
this method, care must be taken to inoculate under conditions which
ensure that many plants are infected with only a single virus particle.
This can best be achieved by inoculating with a virus preparation that
is diluted so that many ( at least half) of the inoculated plants remam
uninfected. Although this technique for the isolation of variants is more
laborious than the others that have been described, it is useful for
isolating particular types of variants. Variants which can only be isolated
by this technique are of a type which induce local lesions from which
no infectivity can be recovered.

III. INDUCTION or TMV MUTANTs

A. Treatment of Infected Plants

1. Irradiation

The earliest reports of attempts to induce mutation of TMV were
by Kausche and Stubbe (1939, 1940). They irradiated leaves of tobacco
( a systemic host) with X-rays in the dose range 12,000--16,000 r, either
befare or after they had been inoculated with tobacco mosaic virus.
Variants were detected by inoculating a virus preparation obtained from
irradiated leaves to a local lesion host. The lesions thus induced were
transferred individually to systemic host plants and observation was made
for unusual symptom expression. In one sample experiment, only 1 out
of 1200 lesions induced by untreated virus produced a variant symptom,
whereas 3 out of 400 lesions induced by virus extracted from irradiated
leaves yielded symptoms diflering from that of the parent strain. In
another report, 91 out of 139 attempted transfers from lesions induced
by treated virus were successful; of these, one gave altered symptoms.
It is doubtful that enough information is given to decide whether these
data are significant in indicating the presence of a higher frequency
of variants among virus particles extracted from irradiated leaves as
compared with that from unirradiated leaves.

Even if it can be clearly demonstrated in future work that irradiation
of host plants leads to recovery of an increased frequency of variants,
a diffculty of interpretation presents itself. Have the variants been in­
duced by the treatment, or has the treatment altered the intracellular
environment of the host in such a manner as to provide more favorable
conditions far sorne of the spontaneously occurring variants? Even
though Kausche and Stubbe failed to present a convincing case far
the induction of mutation, their work, together with that of Pfankuch
(Pfankuch et al., 1940), is classic because of the intensive study they
made of the physical and chemical properties of several variants.

2. Heat

It has been noted far sorne time that variant strains of TMV can
be readily isolated from the particles found in infected host plants
that are maintained at high temperatures. Holmes ( 1934) found that
he could isolate masked strains of TMV from infected tobacco and
tomato stems which had been maintained at 36ºC. (The designation
"masked" is given to a strain that induces no apparent symptom in
a systemic host, although the host synthesizes fairly large quantities
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of virus particles. The presence of virus particles in the systemic ]
can be detected by subinoculation to a local lesion host where y
necrotie lesions are induced.) Johnson (1947) reinvestigated this A1
nomenon by inoculating a systemic host with a rigorously purifed isolate
of the common strain of TMV. After maintaining the host plants at
35°-379C. for 5 to 13 days, he sereened for the presence of variants
by frst inducing local lesions and then transferring these individually
to systemie host plants. He observed that many of the lesions were
smaller than usual, and that many of the isolates were variants of 4
type that gave mild or masked systemic symptoms. Other types were
also observed. Johnson's conclusions were stated as follows: "It has
been shown that single lesion pure-line strains of the tobacco mosaic
virus, normally remaining constant, rnay be induced to mutate at a
relatively high rate by allowing virus multiplication to occur at temper­
atures of 35°37°C?" The same conclusion has been reached by Sukhov
( 1956) on the basis of the same type of experimental data.

Mundry ( 1957a) performed similar experiments, but he studied a
different class of TMV variants. This class of variants is easily recog­
nized because it produces bright yellow spots on a background of the
typical light green-dark green rnosaic induced by the common strain
( McKinney, 1926; Jensen, 1933). Mundry observed that the number
of yellow spots appearing after inoculation with a rigorously purifed
isolate of common TMV increased as a function of temperature. For
instance, in one experiment there was an average of 3 yellow spots
per plant when the infected plants were maintained at l7°C. and 35.5
yellow spots when the plants were maintained at 35°C. After consider­
able deliberation Mundry concludes that, "... it seems likely that the
observed effect of temperature is not caused by changes in the selection
of mutants during plant growth and virus multiplication but by changes
in the mutation rate of the virus."

It may be true that the mutation rate of TMV is raised by treatments
such as X-irradiation and heat applied to infected plants, but the afore­
mentioned authors have failed to make their case as strong as it might
be. It can be argued that the increased frequency of variants results
from the selection of spontaneously occurring mutants as a result of
an altered intracellular environment induced by the treatments.

As a matter of fact, Kassanis ( 1957) has demonstrated the lkelihood
that selection of preexisting variants may explain the increased frequency
of attenuated strains when TMV-infected plants are maintained at high
temperature. He isolated "avirulent" strains after heat treatment, and
he demonstrated that many of them multiplied to a greater concentration
than did the parent strain in plants maintained at a high temperature

(36C.). He also was able to demonstrate that common TMV, which
is stable in vitro and in vivo under moderate conditions, actually became
unstable when maintained in plants at a high temperature for relatively
long time periods. A serious doubt exists, therefore, that mutation induc­
tion has been demonstrated to result from treatment of infected plants.

3. 5-Fluorouracil
When bacteria or bacteria! viruses reproduce in the presence of

certain base analogs, their rate of mutation is increased. Tests have
been performed to determine whether this may also be true for tobacco
mosaic virus. It has been determined that an appreciable amount of
TMV RNA uracil is replaced by 5-fluorouracil when virus replicates
in host tissue exposed to this analog ( Gordon and Staehelin, 1958).
Holoubek (1963) could detect no mutants or change in specifc in­
fectivity in virus preparations that had up to 29 replacement of uracil
by 5-fluorouracil. However, Kramer et al. (1964) claimed that virus
preparations which have greater fluorouracil content do contain an ele­
vated number of mutants. They observed that virus preparations with
36 and 56 of uracil replaced by fl.uorouracil had a specife infectivity
only half that of control virus preparations. Moreover, the high
fluorouracil preparations appeared to have about 5 times the mutant
frequency as control preparations. Only 2 of 245 lesions induced by
control virus yielded aberrant symptoms on systemic hosts, whereas
ll mutant strains were isolated from the same number of lesions induced
by virus containing 56 fluorouraeil. Other tests also suggest an increased
mutant frequency to be associated with fluorouracil incorporation.

The conclusion of Kramer et al. ( 1964) that mutants are mduced
as a result of fluorouracil incorporation into TMV RNA is subject to
the same type of objection raised for other mutagenic treatments which
are applied to the host. It is possible that the increased mutant frequency
may result from the selection of spontaneously occurring mutants.

B. Treatment ofVirus Particles in Vitro

1. Irradiation
Kausche and Stubbe (1939) were the first to attempt mutation induc­

tion of TMV by X-irradiation in vitro. They reported failure to detect
mutation, but they employed only very low dosages in the range of
12,000-16,000 r. d

Gowen however in 194l, reported the presence of an increase
frequency of variants among the survivors of X-irradiated virus prepara­
tions. He also observed an absolute increase in the number of variants
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in sorne treated preparations. Such an increase provides strong eviden
far the induction of mutation, as will be described in the next se t' ce
of this review. Gowen studied the kinetics of appearance of loe1 1!"id s» ,<, s1on­
m tuemg strams when he irradiated a strain that was systemic in
differential host. He also studied induction of the reverse type of var:
antthat producing the systemic reaction when a local lesion-inducing
stram was the parent type. When studying induced mutation from a
local lesion strain to a systemic strain, Gowen inoculated leaves of the
differential host, Nicotiana sylvestris Speg. and Comes, with treated
and untreated virus preparations, and he noted the number of plants
exhibiting systemic symptoms. He assumed that a single mutant was
present in the inoculum applied to a plant, if that plant showed sec­
ondary symptoms on noninoculated leaves. This type of analysis leads
to an error because 2 or more particles capable of initiating systemic
infection may have been applied to sorne plants. The magnitude of
this error can be estimated if the reasonable assumption is made that
the variants are randomly distributed among the inoculated plants. In
this instance, however, the error is impossible to assess because of the
paucity of experimental detail. Gowen reports that somewhat less than
2 X 105 lesions of untreated virus gave rise to 295 systemically infected
plants, whereas 33 systemic infections were yielded by 3720 lesions that
were induced by virus that had r.eceived an X-ray dose of 1.36 X 106 r.
Intermediate values were obtained when lower dosages were used.
The variant frequency has been increased from 0.15 to almost 0.9%
by the irradiation.

Mundry ( 1957b) has attacked the conclusions reached from these
experiments because he has been able to demonstrate an increased fre­
quency of variants when infectivity of virus preparations are reduced
by dilution as well as by irradiation. The apparent increase of variant
frequency upon dilution is attributed to a release of an inhibitory action
known to occur between strains of a virus. He cautions, therefore, that
the variant frequency found following a treatment which reduces infec­
tivity should be properly compared with a virus preparation diluted
to the same infectivity as that found in the treated preparation. Although
Mundry's criticism of Gowen's experimental technique appears to be
valid, it <loes not rule out the possibility that mutation induction from
a local-lesion strain to a systemic strain may occur upon irradiation.
It will require, however, well-controlled experiments to demonstrate that
this is so.

Mundry's arguments are not as cogent when applied to the study
of the reverse mutationfrom the systemie type strain to the local
lesion strain. However, even in this case, doubt will exist about Gowen s

experiments until they are repeated under more carefully controlled
conditions. It will be necessary, as Mundry points out, to compare
the number of appar.ent variants in a treated preparation with the
number in an untreated preparation that has been diluted to the same
level of infectivity.

9. Chemical Mutagenesis
In contrast to the absence of conclusive evidence for mutagenicity

of in vivo treatments of the virus-host system or of irradiation of virus
preparations in vitro, little doubt exists concerning the mutation-inducing
power of at least one chemical reagent, nitrous acid. The chief reason
for the lack of uncertainty líes in an exceptionally high frequency muta­
tion induction with this reagent.

a. N i t r o u s A c i d. i. The killing and mutagenic e ff e c t o f n i t r o u s a c i cl .

The efflcacy of nitrous acid as a mutagen for TMV was frst demonstrated
by Mundry and Gierer (1958) ( see also Gierer and Mundry, 1958).
The primary method used for the detection of mutation was to observe
the number of necrotic local lesions induced on a differential host by
a systemic-type strain which had been treated for different periods of
time. They employed, as a differential host, Java tobacco, which reacts
to their parent strain "vulgare" with chlorotic primary lesions followed
by secondary systemic symptoms, and which reacts to certain other
strains with the necrotic local lesion response. The fractional survival
of treated preparations was indicated by the total number of lesions
induced both chlorotic and necrotic; whereas the proporbon of vanants
was indicated by the number of necrotic lesions. As an adjunet to esti­
mation of survival, assays were also performed using the host"Xanthi
('Takahashi, 1956), which forros necrotic lesions with all strams. Mundry
and Gierer consider that three features of their experimental data stand
out to indicate mutation induction as a result of nitrous acid treatment.
These are:

a. The proportion of infections that are necrotic inereased with time.
In one experiment this proportion inereased from 0.21 at O time to
15.5% after treatment of infectious RNA for 96 minutes with NaNO
at pH 4.8. b b

b. The number of necrotic lesions induced on Java to acco y .ª
treated virus preparation is much higher than the number of necrotic
lesions induced by a preparation whose infectivity has been reduced
to the same level by dilution. . . .

c. The absolute number of necrotic lesions first inereases with time
and then decreases as the treatment is extended. The maximum number
of necrotic lesions is induced after a treatment which leaves 37% sur-
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vivors. The data are seen to ft fairly well to a theoretical curve relating
the number of necrotic lesions to the dose; the theoretical curve having
been derived on the basis of two assumptions: ( 1) a single event or
'11it" results in the inactivation of a virus particle, and ( 2) a single
event or "hit" results in mutation. The assumption that inactivation
results from a single event is well supported by the experimental fnding
of a linear relationship between the logarithm of the fraction of survivors
and the time of exposure to nitrous acid. This relationship is represented
by the equation

S = e-kt

in which s is equal to the fraction of surviving virus particles, t is
equal to the time of treatment, and k is a constant. The assumption
that a single event results in a mutation is expressed by the equation

m= ] - e-rkt

in which m is the fraction of mutants in the total population and r
is the fraction of events which are mutating events. ,vhen r is small
in relation to kt, m becomes approximately equal to rkt. The fraction
of the total population which can be detected as mutants is that fraction,M, which has been mutated but not killed. Thus,

= ms = rktet
and

dli1 -kt 1 t -ktdkt = re - r,c e

from which it can be seen that M will have a rnaximurn value when
kt is equal to 1, and

M. _ 7 [ 1-kl---,ceM
Mundry and Gierer found that they did observe a maximum value

for M when kt was 1 ( the fraction of survivors is 37% when kt is
equal to I), and also that reasonably good agreement was found be­
tween experimental values for M/M at different kt's and the theoretical
values derived from the above equation. They concluded, therefore,
that nitrous acid induced mutation by a single event during the course
of treatment. d

Bawden ( 1959) took issue with the interpretation that Mun~ an
Gierer gave to their data, claiming that the results might have a diffe"PE;
explanation. He pointed out that the same general type of results ':º t
be obtained if the local lesion-inducing variants were more resistan

than the parent strain to the inactivating eflect of nitrous acid. That
this can be true in qualitative terms was demonstrated by Rappaport
and Wu ( 1962) by experiments in which they irradiated a mixture
of two TMV strains with ultraviolet light. One of the strains, VM,
produces minute necrotic lesions and is 5 times more sensitive to inacti­
vation with ultraviolet light than the Ul strain which produces normal­
sized lesions. Lesion formation by the Ul strain is suppressed as a
result of interference ( Sadisivan, 1940; Siegel, 1959), when a mixture
of the two strains with VM in excess is used as inoculum. When the
mixture is irradiated, there is an increase in the number of lesions
induced by the Ul strain. This is then followed by a decrease as the
<lose is further increased. The increase in the number of lesions is
attributed to the more rapid inactivation of the radiation-sensitive VM
strain which had blocked lesion formation by the Ul strain.

Mundry ( 1959) admitted that Bawden's arguments might be valid
in qualitative terms, but he also pointed out that his quantitative data
made it highly unlikely that there could be validity to an interpretation
which did not allow for a potent mutagenic effeet of nitrous acid. .

In addition to the data based on the kinetics of appearance of necrotic
lesions on a differential host, there is another type of experimental
result which argues strongly for the notion that nitrous acid is a potent
mutagen. Among the total number of variants which can be isolated
from a nitrous acid-treated virus suspension, those vanants that mduce
lesions on a differential host are in the minority. Other variants are
detected by inoculating treated preparations to local lesion hosts and
then transferring the resultant lesions individually . to systemie host
plants. Mutants which induce systemic symptoms different from that
of the parent strain can then be isolated. Mundry and Gierer (1958)
found that of those virus particles which had survived nitrous acid
treatment to 0.5 survival, only 15 induced symptoms which were hke
those of the parent strain. . d • tl

h. I · t be recognize is heAnother characteristic by w'ich var1an s can ·
size of lesion which they induce on a local lesion host. It has been
demonstrated ( Siegel, 1960) that many of the survivors of nitrous aeid

· · h' h · aller. on the average than thosetreatment mduce les10ns w 1c are smc , ,
induced by the parent preparation. Siegel (1960) investigated a T_MV
population that had been treated with nitrous acid to 10% survival.
At least 50 of the survivors proved to be variants which induced altered

t ll 1 · si'ze or both TI1e figure of 50 is probablysymptoms a sma er es10n , ·
' · l " · " phenomenon· a phe-low because of uncertainty relating to the m1ss , .
h. h ill b discussed Iater This h-igh frequency of vanantsnomenon w 1c w e · .

makes it unlikely that the variants were present in the parent population



38 ALBERT SIEGEL

MUTANTS OF TOBACCO MOSAIC VIRUS 39
and merely selected by the treatment. If this were indeed so tl
5 of the original population would have consisted of varias ¡{$'
were completely resistant to inactivation by nitrous acid. That this can­
not be the case is demonstrated by the survival curve of the viru
which is exponential at least to the 0.1% level of survival. An experth
of Rappaport and Wildman (1962) supplies additional evidence against
the hypothesis that the variant frequency is increased as a result of
selection. They isolated five spontaneously occurring variants and
demonstrated that these variants have the same sensitivity to inactivation
by nitrous acid treatment as <loes the parent UI strain. In the light
of this evidence as well as that previously presented, the conclusion
is reached that most of the variants appearing following nitrous acid
treatment are mutants that have been induced by the treatment. More­
over, it appears that the action of nitrous acid upon TMV is one of
the most potent mutagenic effects yet discovered.

ii. The chemical reaction of nitrous acid with virus nucleic acid.
Schuster and Schramm (1958) investigated the chemistry of the reaction
of nitrous acid with TMV RNA. They found that the nitrogen bases
were oxidatively deaminated and that the phosphodiester linkages were
Ieft undisturbed. During nitrous acid treatment the nucleic acid residue,
adenine, is converted to hypoxanthine, guanine is converted to xanthine,
and cytosine is converted to uracil. The purines, adenine and guanine,
are converted to bases which are not found in TMV RNA, whereas
the pyrimidine, cytosine, is converted to the fourth naturally occurring
base, uracil. The purines, adenine and guanine, were found to react
about 50% faster than the pyrimidine, cytosine. B.ecause the loss of
the reacting residues could be almost completely accounted for by the
appearance of the deaminated residues, Schuster and Schramm con­
cluded that very little in the way of side reaction was occurring. In
later work with improved methods, Schuster and Wilhelm ( 1963) re­
ported that although loss of adenine and cytosine could be quantitatively
accounted for by the appearance of hypoxanthine and uracil, only half
the loss of guanine could be accounted for by the appearance of
xanthine. What happens to the rest of the missing guanine is unknown.

We have already discussed the finding that an exponential survival
curve is observed when TMV or TMV RNA is treated with nitrous
acid. It follows from this, and from the foregoing discussion of the
chemical reaction of nitrous acid with TMV RNA, that a single deamina­
tion is sufficient to inactivate an infectious unit. By relating the rate
of deamination to the ra te of inactivation, Schuster and Schramm (1958)
have concluded that deamination of any one of approximately half of
the bases of the 6400 residue polynucleotide chain leads to inactivation.

It should be pointed out, however, that this conclusion is based on
the assumption that the kinetics of cleamination is uniform for a long
period of time. The kinetics of inactivation is deduced from results
collected during the frst 60 minutes of the reaction, whereas in order
to determine the kinetics of deamination, the reaction is run for at
least an order of magnitude longer.

iii. Comparison of the effect of nitrous acid on TMV ancl TMV
RNA. Nitrous acid has both an inactivating and a mutagenic effect
011 intact virus particles as well as on the free, infectious nucleic acid.
The intact virus, however, is inactivated at a rate 5 times slower than
is the free nucleic acid. A difference in the chemical reaction of the
two infectious agents with nitrous acid has been described by Schuster
and Wilhelm ( 1963). In contrast to the reaction of nitrous acid with
free nucleic acid in which adenine, guanine, and cytosine residues are
altered, in the reaction with intact virus particles, the guanine residues
are somehow prevented from reacting. At the same time, cytosine is
deaminated 1.8 times faster than adenine in the reaction with intact
virus particles; whereas in the reaction with free nucleic acid adenine
is deaminated 1.4-1.5 times faster than cytosine.

Although direct critical experiments have not been performed to
test the relative mutagenic efficiency of nitrous acid for the two infec­
tious agents (TMV and TMV RNA), a comparison of the data of
Mundry and Gierer (1958) and of Siegel (1960) indicates that this
effciency can not be too dissimilar. In one laboratory the frequency
of symptom variants was determined among survivors of free nucleic
acid inactivated to 0.5 to 1 survival, and in the other laboratory the
mutant frequency was determined for intact virus partiles inactivated
to the same level of survival. Of 60 lesions induced by treated nucleic
acid in one case 7 and in another case 12 proved to yield systemic
infections with unaltered symptoms. Of 50 lesions induced by treated
intaet virus partieles, ll were isolates with unaltered symptoms. ,

Schuster and Wilhelm (1963) have pointed out the importance ol
a precise determination of the ratio of mutating to killing deaminations
when the two infectious agents are treated with nitrous acid. Such
precise determination of the ratio might yield information relative to
the biological effect of guanine alteration, because this base is deami­
nated and otherwise altered only when free nucleic acid, not intact
virus, is treated with nitrous acid.

iv. The total number of mutants induced by nitrous acid treatment.
Of the several properties of TMV that have been examined, the two
that are most frequently altered are symptom expression in a systemic
host and the size of necrotic local lesions in a local lesion host (Siegel,
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1960). When survivors of nitrous acid-treated virus are screened f
alteration in both of these properties, it is found that 1 mutating a '
nation occurs for each 2 to 3 klling deaminations. Schuster and $4,,""
(1958) calculated that a deamination is lethal if it occurs to any
of about 3000 of the base residues contained in an infectious nucleic
acid molecule, and there is reason to believe that this number is simila
when the intact virus is treated. We have discussed the observat,that only cytosine and adenine are deaminated when the intaet virus
is treated. These two bases account for 3000 residues and there would
seem to be no additional residues whose deamination could lead to
mutation. However, the number 3000 is only a crude approximation
which permits the presence of the 1000 to 1500 bases whose deamination
would result in mutation. The high frequency of mutating deaminations
indicates that essentially all deaminations of TMV nucleic acid can
be recognized either because they lead to inactivation or to mutation.
Further, it seems that almost all mutations can be recognized either
by an altered symptom or by a reduction in lesion size. It is surprising
that few or no alterations of the viral nucleic acid are neutral in their
biological effect. Although the validity of these conclusions depends
on more precise measurements of the parameters used in their derivation,
it is unlikely that they can be changed in a qualitative manner. There
is a necessity, however, for postulating that a fraction ( perhaps 16-20%)
of the deaminations results in no biological effect. The reason far this
will be presented in a later section.

v. The "miss" phenomenon. When a nitrous acid-treated virus prepa­
ration is inoculated to a local lesion host and the consequent lesions
are transferred individually to systemic host plants, it is observed that
sorne of the lesions yield no infection upon transfer. This is in sharp
contrast to the transfer of lesions induced by untreated virus, in which
case there is high effciency of infection transfer. One third of the lesions
fail to transfer when they are induced by either nucleic acid or virus
preparations which have been 99 inactivated by nitrous acid. Uncer­
tainty presents itself in deciding whether the particles which induce
sterile lesions are mutant or normal particles because these particles
cannot be further classifed. Two reports emphasize that it is highly
likely, however, that the sterile Iesions represent mutant particles. Veldee
and Fraenkel-Conrat ( 1962) found that many nitrous acid-induced
mutants have very low productivity in the sense that lesion transfer
to another local lesion host results in the induction of very fe lesions,
whereas a lesion induced by the parent strain yields many lesioné
upan such transfer. It becomes likely, therefore, that many of the sterile
lesions may represent strains with extremely low productivity. Another

possible cause for the "miss" phenomenon was discovered by Siegel
et al. ( 1962), who isolated two straíns of TMV following nitrous acid
treatment that consistently produce sterile lesions. These strains are
defective in their capacity to induce the formation of functional virus
protein in a host. The infectivity present in the host plant is only
in the form of free nucleic acid; intact virus particles are absent. This
situation makes transfer of infection from host to host diffcult for two
reasons: the specific infectivity of free nucleic acid is several orders
of magnitude lower than that of nucleic acid incorporated into virus
particles, and host cell nucleases degrade the infectivity of free nucleic
acid when host cells are disrupted during the transfer procedure. It
is possible to transfer infectivity of defective strains from systemic host
to systemic host and from systemic host to a local lesion host, but
it is rarely possible to recover infectivity from a local lesion induced
by a defective strain. The defective strains have been isolated from
a nitrous acid-treatment virus preparation by direct inoculation to systemic
seedlings at limit dilution, under conditions where many of the seedlings
become infected by a single virus particle. It is probable that the phe­
nomena of defective strains and strains with low productivity can ae­
count far the high frequency of misses encountered when transferring
lesions induced by nitrous acid-treated virus.

b. Other Chemical Mutagens Effective on TMV or TMV RNA. Al­
though nitrous acid is by far the most potent mutagen yet discovered for
TMV, other agents have also been reported to be effective. The action
of these other agents is less well understood than is the action of nitrous
acid. It should also be mentioned that the mutagens to be discussed
in this section have been reported to be effective in only a single labora­
tory, whereas nitrous acid has been shown to be mutagenic in at least
three laboratories.

i. Dimethyl sulfate. Fraenkel-Conrat (1961) tested several alkylating
agents (iodoacetate, ethylene oxide, propylene oxide, dimethyl sulfate,
and diethyl sulfate) and found that they were all effective in inactivating
both TMV and TMV RNA. Of these, only dimethyl sulfate proved
to be mutagenic. The appearance of local lesions on a differential host
following treatment of a systemic strain was used as a test for
mutagenicity. Althogh few experimental details are given, it appears
that the number of lesions induced by a treated virus preparation were
compared with the number induced by a nontreated preparation diluted
to the same survival leve!.

One of the consequences of the reaction of dimethyl sulfate with
TMV RNA is the conversion of many of the guanine residues to
7-methylguanine.



42 ALBERT SIEGEL
MUTANTS OF TOBACCO MOSAIC VIRUS 43

ii. N-Bromosuccinamide. Fraenkel-Conrat ( 1961) has reported th
bromination of TMV RNA with the reagent N-bromosuccinamtq,""
mutagenic, but experimental details are lacking. e is

iii. Hydroxylamine. Schuster and Wittmann (1963) have reportea
a mutagemc effect of hydroxylamine on TMV RNA. It is of intere
that hydroxylamine has both an inactivating and mutagenic cffe+
on free nucleic acid and apparently has no effect on intaet virus par¡
The enumeration of lesions appearing on a differential host ana
observation of symptoms induced in systemic host plants by particles
passed through local lesions were used as tests for the presence of
variants. Hydroxylamine inactivates TMV RNA when the rcaction is
carried out at both pH 6.1 and 9.1, but there is a mutagenic efect
only at pH 6.1.

Schuster (1961) has determined that the pyrimidine residues of RNA
react with hydroxylamine in such a manner that uracil is destroyed and
cytosine is modifed to a compound ( s) that may act like uracil in its
base-pairing properties. At pH 9.1 uracil reacts with hydroxylamine
at least 8 times faster than it does with cytosine, whereas at pH 6.l
the reaction with cytosine is at least 30 times faster than with uracil.
Thus, it appears that it is the reaction of hydroxylamine with cytosine
that leads to mutation. Hydroxylamine acting on RNA has approximately
l to -½ the mutagenic efficiency of nitrous acid acting on intact virus
particles according to the limited available data.

C. Induced Mutation of Different Strains of TMV
This review has so far dealt with mutation experiments that have

utilized strains of TMV that are dominant in tobacco. These strains,
maintained in many laboratories, are probably quite similar to each
other and are variously designated common, vulgare, and Ul. Many
of the mutants induced by nitrous acid are less virulent than the common
strain either as measured by type of symptom, by amount of virus
produced in a host, or by lesion size. It is interesting to note, therefore,
that the mutagenie effciency of nitrous acid is lower for laboratory
strains of TMV with low virulence than it is far the common strain
(Siegel, 1960). For instance, when suspensions of the Ul, U2, and
U4 strains were inactivated to 1 survival with nitrous aeid, 23 out
of 50 Ul Iesions gave rise to symptom variants, whereas only 14 out
of 54 U2 lesions and 5 out of 50 U4 lesions produced variants. The
parent strains are such that UI induces the typical mosaic, U2 a mild
mosaie, and U4 is symptomless, although host plants support the multi­
plication of a considerable quantity of virus partiles. The reason fo
the difference of the three strains in mutation response to nitrous acid

is unknown, but it is possible that the mild and masked symptoms
of strains U2 and U4 are epistatic for many genetic changes which
would lead to symptom alteration in other genetic backgrounds.

Dahl and Knight ( 1963) isolated mutants of the Y-TAMV strain
of tobacco mosaic virus after nitrous acid treatment. The Y-TAMV strain
was originally found in feld-grown tomatoes ( Miller, 1953). Two char­
acteristics of this strain were especially sensitive to alteration as a result
of nitrous acid-induced mutation. These were size of lesion on Xanthi
and ability to induce necrotic local lesions on tobacco. The 12 mutants
that these authors isolated were selected because they induced smaller
lesions on Xanthi than <lid the parent strain. One of the mutants induced
necrotic local lesions on tobacco and on all other hosts that were tested
except tomato, which was completely resistant to this isolate.

D. Direction of Induced Mutation
The material in the preceding section suggests that nitrous acid may

alter certain phenotype characters of the virus unidirectionally. This
notion is supported by a study of the lesion size character. All of the
strains isolated after nitrous acid treatment which have an altered lesion
size have a smaller lesion size than that of the parent-treated strain.
This is true even when the parent strains themselves induce lesions
of different sizes. For instance, the masked strain, U4, induces a smaller
lesion size than the Ul strain. Nevertheless, of the 6 isolates, obtained
from a treated U4 preparation which had an altered lesion size, ali
6 induced a smaller lesion than did U4. More extensive investigation
of treated Ul preparations revealed that of 22 isolates with altered
lesion size, all 22 had a smaller lesion size than the parent ( Siegel,
1960). A similar phenomenon is observed when Newcastle disease virus
is treated with either nitrous acid or hydroxylamine (Thiry, 1963). These
agents induce the formation of small and minute plaque variants but
fail to induce reversion to the wild type.

It is an odd observation that both spontaneous and induced mutants
of TMV are extremely stable in regard to back mutation. The very
nature of isolating mutants, however, ensures that only variants that
are stable will be isolated. Under ordinary glasshouse conditions the
common strain will predominate in tobacco when placed in competition
with any of the many other TMV strains. This predominance of the
common strain has been investigated ( Cohen et al., 1957). Many vanant
strains have been isolated initially in a local lesion and then increased
in a systemic host where ample opportunity occurs for revertants to
become predominant. It would thus appear that mutants which did have
a tendency to revert would seldom, if ever, be isolated. The fact that
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many, if not all, of the nitrous acid-induced mutants can be . .id id f recognizedprov1 es strong evitence or an essential absence of reversion o
question why the situation regarding reversion is dillerent f . n~ lllay

id-nd d TMV or nitrouac1-mn uce variants from that of nitrous acid-induced b .l . l . h acterio.phage variants, w uc 1 revert spontaneously and also can be · d
to revert with nitrous acid (Bautz-Freese and Freese, 1961) 4, "SUcedli i» th I. Te answer
may lie in he fact that the genetic material in one case is single-stranded
and in the other case is double-stranded. It would be of inter t
t t thi · b es toes s notion y treating the postulated double-stranded replicative
form of TMV RNA should it prove to be infectious ( Mande! et l
1964; Shipp and Haselkorn, 1964; Burdon et al., 1964). a.,

IV. TH TMV GENOME

The simple plant and animal viruses are useful in studies relating the
gene to the . gene product. On the one hand, it is possible to isolate
the genome m undamaged infectious farm ( Gierer and Schramm, 1956·
Fraenkel-Conrat and WIIiams, 1955), on the other, at least one gen;
product, the virus protein, can be readily isolated and characterized.
The primary structure of the TMV protein has been deterrnined (Tsugita
and Fraenkel-Conrat, 1963; Anderer and Handschuh, 1962), and the
secondary and tertiary structures of this protein are subjects far intensive
study (Caspar, 1963). One relationship between the genome and the
viral protein becomes clear upan a comparison of the number of building
blocks of which each is composed. The genome contains about 6300
nucleotides and the viral protein is composed of 158 amino acids. These
figures yield a ratio of 40 nucleotides far each amino acid. Current
theory, however, postulates that a sequence of only three nucleotides
codes far each amino acid ( Crick, 1963). It becomes likely, therefore,
that much of the viral genome is not concerned with specifying the
viral protein. The fact that many naturally occurring and chemically
induced variants have proteins that are the same as the parent strain
demonstrates that the viral genome has, in addition, other functions.
Two rather crude estimates have been made of the fraction of the viral
genome that is concerned with coding the viral protein (Siegel, 1961;
Wittmann, 1962). These estimates were derived from a determination
of the number of nitrous acid-induced mutants which have protein alter­
ations. They are in agreement in indicating that only a relatively small
portian of the viral genome (from ½o to ) is responsible for specify­
ing the viral protein. The values far the coding ratio ( the number of
nucleotides which specify an amino acid) derived from these estimates
are not incompatible with the theoretical and experimental value of 3

( Crick, 1963), although they are too imprecise to confirm this number ·

If only a portian of the viral nucleic acid has an assigned function,
we may inquire if any part of it is dispensable. Several lines of evidence
indicate that much of the nucleic acid is required to initiate infection.
Although Sugiyama and Fraenkel-Conrat ( 1963) have recently shown
that the terminal few nucleotides are dispensable, other workers
(Ginoza, 1958; Gierer, 1957) have shown that essentially every break
of the polynucleotide chain is lethal. A large number of spontaneous
and induced mutants have no protein alteration. These mutants pre­
sumably have suflered an alteration in a part of their nucleic acid which
performs a function not associated with specifying the viral protein.
At the present time not enough is known about the TMV life cycle
to attempt to enumerate the other functions of the nucleic acid. How­
ever, by analogy to RNA animal and bacteria! virus-host systems, it
may be presumed that TMV RNA must at least code for an enzyme
that is necessary for its own biosynthesis ( Baltimore and Franklin, 1963;
Weissman et al., 1963, Haruna et al., 1963). Most likely there are also
other functions.

V, TMV MUTANTS AND TE GENETIC CODE

Useful information concerning the genetic code can be obtainecl
from an analysis of the types of mutants which appear following a
mutagenic treatment. The changes which occur to the viral protein
as a result of mutation have been intensively studied because this gene
produet can be obtained readily in purifed form. One property of the
viral protein, by which it is characterized and which sometimes changes
upon mutation is its amino acid sequence. It is a remarkable accomplish­
ment that more than 200 mutants of TMV have been examined for
sequence changes. This has been accomplished by workers in two labora­
tories, H. G. Wittmann at the Max-Plank Institute for Biology in
Tübingen, and Tsugita and Fraenkel-Conrat at the University of Cali­
fornia Virus Laboratory in Berkeley. This feat has been made possible
by the initial determination of the amino acid sequence of the common
strain protein The determination was performed by two groups who
independently arrived at the same seg uen ce for 158 amino acids (Tsugita
et al., 1960; Tsugita and Fraenkel-Conrat, 1963; Anderer et al., 1960;
Anderer and Handschuh, 1962). The proteins of the mutants were com­
pared with that of the common strain by two variations of the same
method. Tsugita and Fraenkel-Conrat (1962a) determined directly the
amir ·id ¡t; f the proteins by the technique of Spackman
a 1ino aci compos1ton o1 .:. + W
et al. ( 1958) with the aid of an automatic amino acid analyzer. 'itt­
mann ( 1960) ad Wittmann and Braunitzer (1959), on the other hand,
frst separated the tryptic peptides of the proteins by ion-exchange
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chromatography and determined the amino acid composit;id Pe d uon of ea]pepti e. eph e analyses were also performed by Tsugita and F e 1

Conrat ( 1962a) and Funatsu and Fraenkel-Conrat ( 1964) in draenkel-. . or er to 1
cate an amino acid change, but only after they had first establishea 4
a mutant protem differed from the parent protein. at

The German workers selected far analysis mutants which difF
from the parent strain in the type of symptom induced in a tere_d
I l

, sys em1c
ost, w 1ereas Tsugita and Fraenkel-Conrat ( 1962b) chose to analvze
mostly mutants which differed from the parent strain in their •
t . d I l . l . pac1tyo m uce oca necrohc es1ons on a differential host.

The results ohtained by these massive investigations have been ful· fi • usem con rmmg two aspects of the genetic code. One concerns the non-
overlapping nature of the code. The other aspect is whether codo
which have been proposed on the basis of other types of experimnen+41
data are also compatible with the amino acid replacement data.

A. Evidence far a Nonoverlapping Code
The current evidence indicates a genetic code in which three nucleo­

tides in sequence, designated a codon, specify an amino acid ( Crick
et al., 1961). A problem that has been considered is whether an indi­
vidual nucleotide may be a part of two or more codons. If the nucleotide
sequence AUAGCA is read AUA, GCA, then each nucleotide is a part
of only a single codon and the code is termed nonoverlapping. The
code would be overlapping, however, if it were read AUA UAG, AGC,
GCA, etc., or even AUA, AGC, CA(x).

Analysis of the amino acid replacement data is clear in indicating
a nonoverlapping code. An alteration of one of the nucleotide residues
would alter a sequence of two or three amino acids in the viral protein
if the code were overlapping, whereas only a single amino acid would
be altered with a nonoverlapping code. Of 64 analyzed mutants which
have protein alterations, 48 of them have only a single amino acid
changed, 13 have 2 amino acid exchanges, and 3 have 3 amino acids re­
placed. Even the 16 mutants which have multiple changes do not support
the notion of an overlapping code because in no case are two amino acid
changes adjacent to each other.

Omitted from this analysis are five mutants analyzed by Tsugita
and Fraenkel-Conrat ( 1962b). One of these has 7 exchanges, two have
16 changes, and two have 17 changes. These fve mutants are similar
to naturally occurring variants which have been carried as experimental
laboratory strains. As pointed out by Wittmann ( 1962), a strong sus­
picion exists that these variants are not chemically induced m~tants
but were either isolated as contaminants or, what seems equally hkely,

were already present in the starting material as naturally occurring vari­
ants. The amino acid replacement data obtained from the chemically
induced TMV mutants strongly support the hypothesis of a nonover­
lapping genetic code.

B. Matching Coding Triplets to the Amino Acid Replacements
Nirenberg and Matthaei (1961) were the first to demonstrate that

an in vitro system, consisting of Escherichia coli ribosomes and other
appropriate additives, could be made to incorporate amino acids into
polypeptides upon the addition of a synthetic polyribonucleotide. The
frst polynucleotide used, polyuridylic acid, stimulated the synthesis of
polyphenylalanine. After this initial discovery, Nirenberg and co-workers
(1962) at the National Institutes of Health and investigators of the
New York University Biochemistry Department observed which and
how much of each of the amino acids were incorporated into poly­
peptides when different polynucleotides o~ known composition were sup­
plied to E. coli ribosomes. It was possible to deduce from the data
that many combinations of three nucleobdes were specife for different
amino acids when the assumption was made that a sequence of three
nucleotides comprised a code word for an amino acid. The data are
of such a nature that the three nucleotides contained in a triplet code
word can be deduced, but the specife order of the three nucleotides
within the triplet codon have not been determined except in a limited
number of cases ( Bernfield and Nirenberg, 1965). For instance, CAU
( cytosine adenine uracil) is a codon for threonine, but it has not

' ' · UA, AUC, ACUyet been determined whether the sequence is CAU, C , , ,
UCA, or UAC.

There are 64 possible triplet combinations of the four bases faund
in ribonucleic acid. Because there are only 20 amino acids to be coded
for, the question has arisen whether there is only one codon for each
a · ·d · h;h se 44 of the combinations would be meamngless,mino aci, in w'nen ca. ]
or whether the code is degenerate in the sense that there are severa
d f h . cid. This question has been resolved with thecoons or eac ammo a • •r

clear demonstration that the code is degenerate. At the present writmng
48 of the possible 64 triplets have been shown to code for one or
another of the 20 amino acids in the in vitro E. coli ribosome system
(Wahba et al., 1963a,b ). . . b

It is pertinent to inquire whether the amino acid replacements oP­
served in TMV protein following nitrous acid treatment are compatible
with the codons derived from the in vitro system. Wittmann (1962
has proposed that the deaminaion of both cytosine and ad"""? ,"
result in mutation. In the case of cytosine the convers1on 1s rrect y
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to uracil. In order for the deamination of adenine to result in rriutation,
however, it is necessary to postulate that the replication of TMV RNA
involves a complementary double-stranded stage. Hypoxanthine, the de­
amination produet of adenine, behaves like guanine in its base-pairing
properties. Therefore, the deamination of an adenine residue would
be equivalent to an adenine-to-guanine change in the coding sequence.

In order to decide whether ali of the nitrous acid-induced amino
acid replacements can be accounted for by C to U shifts or whether
A to G changes must also be invoked, we may examine the 48 codons
that have been established for the different amino acids. Table I lists
all of the nitrous acid-induced amino acid replacements that have been
published by Wittmann and Wittmann-Liebold ( 1963), by Tsugita and
Fraenkel-Conrat ( 1963), and by Funatsu and Fraenkel-Conrat ( 1964).
Table II lists the individual amino acids, their frequency of occurrence
in TMV protein, and the number of times that each has been a partner
in an amino acid replacement. The data in Table I illustrate that the
deamination of cytosine to uracil can account for 7 of the 19 types
of amino acid replacement, and 8 of the replacement types can be
accounted for by the A>HG conversion. Of the total number of 63
replacements which can be analyzed in this manner, 30 can be ac­
counted for by the C ➔ U deamination, 20 by the A ➔ H ➔ G conver­
sion, 2 by either dearnination, and 12 cannot be accounted for by either
type of dearnination.

The fact that the genetic code is highly degenerate has an important
bearing on the consideration of the amino acid replacement data. Be­
cause there are 64 possible codons and 20 amino acids, the assumption
may be made that 16 of the amino acids will prove to have 3 codons,
and 4 amino acids will prove to have 4 codons. To date, 4 amino
acids have been assigned I codon each, 6 amino acids have each been
assigned 2 codons, 7 have been assigned 3 codons, and 3 have 4 codons.
The 9 amino acid replacements in Table I, each of whose partners
have been assigned either three or four codons, can be accounted for
by a deamination of either cytosine or adenine. One replacement,
threonine to alanine, can be accounted for by deamination of either
cytosine or adenine. Four replacements can be accounted for by a de­
amination of cytosine to uracil: threonine to isoleucine, serine to leucine,
proline to leucine, and proline to serine. Four replacements (asparagine
to serine, arginine to glycine, aspartic acid to glycine, and glutamine
to arginine) can be accounted for only on the basis of an adenine
to ?uanine exchange. The importance of examining exchanges involving
ª_mino acids each of which have been assigned at least three codons
líes in the unlikelihood that additional codons will be found for these
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TABLE II
SUMMARY OF TIIE PARTICIPATION OF AMINO ACIDS IN REPLACEMENTS

No. of
residues No. oí No. oí
in TMV times times

Amino acids subunit replaced replacement Known codons

Threonine 16 15 o CCA; CAU; CAA; CCG
Serine 16 10 9 CUU;CCU;CAG
Alanine 14 o 6 CUG;CAG;CCG
Valine 14 1 7 UUG
Leucine 12 1 8 UAU;UUC;UGU;UCC
Glutamine" 12 3 o UAC;AAG;AAC
Arginine 11 4 1 GUC;GAA;GCC
Isoleucine 9 6 10 UUA;UAA;UAC
Asparagine" 9 6 o UAA;CUA;CAA
Aspartic acide 9 6 o GUA;GCA
Proline 8 9 o CCC; CUC; CAC
Phenylalanine 8 o 9 UUU;UUC
Glycine 6 o 7 GUG;GAG;GCG
Glutamic acide 4 2 o AUG;AAG
Tyrosine 4 o o AUU;ACU
Tryptophan 3 o o UGG
Lysine 2 o 1 AAA;AUA
Cysteine 1 o o GUU
Methionine o 5 UGA
Histidine o o AUC;ACC

ª In addition, there are a number of replacements where it is not yet known
whether the free acid (glutamie, aspartic) or the amide (glutamine, asparagine) is
involved.

amino acids. The evidence, therefore, strongly supports the contention
that the deamination of adenine as well as the deamination of cytosine
may Iead to mutation. This conclusion suggests that TMV RNA has
an in vivo replicative form which consists of a complementary, double­
stranded structure, because a DNA ( deoxyribonucleic acid) type of
replication allows for the replacement of a deaminated adenine residue
( hypoxanthine) by guanine. lt is of interest in this regard that several
authors have reported the presence of a double-stranded form of RNA
in homogenates of virus-infected leaves ( Mandel et dl., 1964; ShipP
and Haselkor, 1964; Burdon et al., 1964).

Five of the types of amino acid exchanges which have been observed
cannot as yet be accounted for by deamination of either cytosine or

denine. These are methionine for threonine, alanine for aspartic acid,
aIne for glutamine, lysine for arginine, and methionine for valine. In
hese five cases, one of the partners in the exchange has so far been
~ssigned fewer than three codons. The possibility still exists, therefore,
that these exchanges can be explained on the same basis as the others,
if additional codons are found to apply. It is also possible that several
of the mutants that have been isolated following nitrous acid treatment
are actually spontaneous mutants which were present before treatment.
Still other possibilities can be imagined to explain the fve odd replace­
ments.

The possible existence of an RNA strand which is complementary
to the viral RNA strand raises the question of which strand acts as
the messenger RNA for the synthesis of virus protein. In the case of
¿X-174, a bacterial virus containing a single-stranded DNA, it is the
complementary strand and not the viral strand that supplies the template
for viral protein synthesis (Hayashi et al., 1963). Severa! features of
the amino acid replacement data make it highly likely that in the case
of TMV it is the viral RNA strand, and not its complement, that acts
as the template for viral protein synthesis. The data presented in Table
II show that proline has been replaced 9 times but has never been
a replacement, whereas phenylalanine has been a replacement 9 times
but has never been replaced. The codons assigned so far to proline
are CCC, CCU, and CCA, none of which can be derived by a deamina­
tion from another codon ( CCU can only be derived from CCC). On
the other hand, the phenylalanine codons are UUU and UUC, neither
of which can serve to replace phenylalanine upon deamination. The
opposite result would be expected if a strand complementary to the
virus RNA strand were to act as the messenger; that is, proline would
be a frequent replacement and phenylalanine would be frequently re­
placed. This type of evidence, therefore, strongly supports the notion
that it is the viral RNA strand which acts as messenger RNA in the
synthesis of the virus protein. This conclusion is in agreement with
that of Tsugita et al. (1962), who observed that the E. coli ribosome
system would synthesize a viruslike protein when provided with TMV
RNA as a messenger. However, more recent evidence by Aach et al.
(1964) casts doubt on the resemblance to virus protein of the protein­
aceous substances whose synthesis is stimulated by TMV RNA in vitro.

Each amino acid does not have an equal probability of being replaced
"" Of acting as a replacement. This is clearly shown by the data in
able II. It would be expected on a random basis that the frequency
ith which an amino acid is replaced would be equal to the frequency
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with which the amino acid occurs in the parent-treated protein. This
is not so; for instance, there are 16 residues each of threonine and
serine in the parent protein and these two amino acids have been re.
placed 15 and l0 times, respectively. On the other hand, alanine and
valine, which oceur almost as frequently (14 residues each) have been
found to be replaced only once. Again, on a random basis, it would
be expected that each amino acid would have an equal probability
of acting as a replacement. It is seen, however, that only 10 of the
amino acids have acted as replacements, and 8 of these l0 have been
replacements at least 5 times. The other 10 amino acids have not
been found to act as replacements. The amino acids that have been
replacements have codons that are relatively rich in guanine and uracil,
as one might expeet. It is puzzling, therefore, that certain amino acids
have not yet been found as replacements. For instance, both cysteine,
with its single assigned codon GUU, and tryptophan, with GGU, appear
excellent candidates to act as replacements, but they have not yet been
found to do so. A possible explanation for such anomalies may be
that nonfunctional proteins result when certain amino acids act as re­
placements. Evidence in favor of such a notion is supplied by the
type of defective nitrous acid-induced mutants reported by Siegel et
al. ( 1962). Host plants inoculated with these mutants are capable of
supporting infection but no complete virus particles are synthesized.
A nonfunctional, viruslike protein which will not reconstitute with TMV
RNA is found in plants infected with the PM2 type of defective mutant.
This protein has peculiar properties of aggregation (Fig. 1), but other­
wise it resembles TMV protein in serological properties and amino acid
constitution ( Zaitlin and Ferris, 1964). It is the frst mutant protein,
however, which has aspartic acid ( or asparagine) as a replacement
(Zaitlin and McCaughey, 1964). It is not known whether the presence
of aspartate as a replacement is responsible for the protein being non­
functional, because there is also an isoleucine substituted for a threonine.
This later type of amino acid replacement has been observed in non­
defective mutants. The defective mutants which induce the synthesis
of nonfunctional protein promise to provide valuable information relative
to perturbations that TMV protein may undergo and still remain
functional.

Gierer (1960b) has arranged the 64 possible codons into eight octets
according to changes the triplets undergo as a result of deamination.
It is possible, in some cases, to place the amino acids in the different
positions of the octets without violating the conclusions from either
the E. coli ribosome data or the amino acid replacement data. This
can be done most easily withWittmann's ( 1962) octet ±±8.
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The amino acid positions in the octet are compatible with the avail­
able information, except that the proline > phenylalanine replacement,
indicated by the dotted arrow, has not been observed. The base
sequences shown for the different codons in Scheme I are those suggested
by Bernfield and Nirenberg ( 1965).

An interesting feature of the replacement phenomenon that can be
seen in octet ±8 is that sorne deaminations will not result in amino acid
replacement. For instance, when the CCC proline codon is deaminated,
a CCU codon may result which also codes forproline. In the same manner,
when CUU codon for phenylalanine is deaminated, the phenylalanine
3U codon is produced. In octet ±;8, 4 of the possible 12 deaminations
result in no amino acid change. If the other. 7 octets are similar in this
regard, it may be concluded that about ½ of the nonkilling deaminations
are unrecognized. This conclusion stands in seeming contrast to the
notion that every deamination results in a detectable biological effect,
either killing or mutation. However, the conclusion that every deamina­
tion can be recognized is based on imprecise data that can allow for a
moder.ate leve! of ineffective deamination.

The above diseussion is predicted on the assumption that the TMV
host cell is capable of reading all codons assigned to an amino acid.
This need not be so, for the host cell may not contain all transfer
RNA's or enzymes that are necessary for this task. Deaminations that
lead to codons that cannot be read might result in death or possibly

in the formation of defective mutants of a t I • I· TI f e < ype W 11c 1 Iacks viruslikeprotein. he type o codon which cannot b . d I b
b B e 1 ea has een termednonsense y enzer and Champe (1962).

The amino acid replacement data revea} tl t • .• I 1ª some positions of theprotein are much more readily altered by nitu ¡d
l f I rous aci treatment thanare others. O the 62 replacements that have f . b . '

a:. f 40 h so tar een studied, thepositions o! have been established in the ami: ·id "· f h mo ac1 sequence Onemstance o exchange has been established for ti • . ·
21 94 55, 66, 73. d ne seven positions ll

> »,an 9l. Two replacements have been for id t 4,
f h · ·t· 5 un a eacho t e nine positions , 20 42, 59. 81 97, 126, 129. id 148 p · ·, , , , , , , an 'ositions

25, 63, 107, 138, and 156 have been altered three times Jt · · ola1l
too early to speculate on the meaning of the apparen¡ " PO"a'n nonran omness
of the replacement positions. Sorne factors which affect this type of
data, however, can be mentioned. Part of the nonrandomness of the
replacement data may be due to the technical problem r. ' · ·

•• 4 S O1 1Ocal7g
exchange positions. Another factor is that some of the positions ± thé
amino acid sequence are occupied by amino acids whose codons consist
largely of uracil and guanine, and, therefore, no amino acid replacement
Is to be expected upon nitrous acid treatment. It also is possib1e that
some positions have codons which upon deamination become alternate
codons for the same amino acid. Finally, the situation may exist that
some portions of the nucleic acid, because of structural considerations
may be more readily deaminated than other portions. '

VI. DISCUSSION AND SUMMARY

There can be little doubt that mutagenic agents exist for TMV.The most conclusive evidence is supplied by the results of experiments
in which the virus, or its nucleic acid, is treated with nitrous acid.
The chemical reaction of nitrous acid with the viral nucleic acid is
wel] known to result in the oxidative deamination of the nitrogenous
bases. Adenine is converted to hypoxanthine and cytosine is converted
to uracil when the intact virus is treated. In addition, guanine reacts
with nitrous acid when infectious nucleic acid is treated; half of the
guanine residues which react are converted to xanthine, and half are
converted to an unknown produet. The consequences of deaminations
of the base residues are mostly inactivation and mutation, with the
additional possibility that sorne base alterations may leave the genetic
code unaltered. The deamination of any one of approximately half of
the base residues results in loss of infectivity; deamination of most
of the remaining residues results in detectable mutation.



56 ALBERT SIEGEL
MUTANTS OF TOBACCO MOSAIC VIRUS

57
The eflects of mutation on one of the gene products of TMV _RNA

1 b · t · 1 sttidiºed This crene r)roduct 1s the readily availableave een intensIve!y ' "' ]:..
· t · T o tvpes of nlterations may occur to this protein asvirus pro em. w 'J ' < . • • "d .

l f t t. Tlie 1)rotein may be altered in amino aci composi­a resu/t o mu aton. ¡f •
tion but still remain funetional or the protein may become non unchonal

lt Of a changed amino acid composition. The appearance ofas a resu ¡ · 1 t · ·the latter class of mutants demonstrates that t 1e v1:a pro em 1s not
essential to the maintenance of infection. It is questionable, therefore,
whether a lethal deamination can occur in that part of the viral nuclc1c
acid concerned with specifying the viral protein. . .

The tvpe of mutation which results in an altered, but still functional,
»] tes h.s been most intensively studied. All mutants of thisvira pro em ias .... . .
class Irnve their amino acid sequence altered m such a way that one
amino acid replaces another at a particular position on the polvpeptide
chain. Most of the mutants of this class have a single amino acid replace­
ment. A few mutants have two or three replacements, but these replace­
ments have never been found to be close to each other. This information
provides strong evidence for a nonoverlapping genetic code.

The nitrous acid-induced mutants do not have a random replacement
of amino acids; some amino acids are much more frequently replaced
than others. In like manner, not ali of the amino acids act as replace­
ments in a random fashion. The data accumulated up to the present
are compatible with the notion that the amino acid replacements result
from the deamination of a base so that a triplet codon for one ammo
acid is changed to the codon for another amino acid. The nonrandomness
of the amino acids involved in replacements finds an explanation in
the possibilities for deaminating bases of codons assigned to particular
amino acids ancl to the probability that codons for other amino acids
will result from a deamination. An example of the conformity of the
data to the theoretical concept is illustrated by the behavior of the
two amino acids proline and phenylalanine, both of which occur equally
frequently in the TMV protein. Proline, whose assigned codons are
rich in cytosine, has been freguently replaced and has never been . a
replacement. Phenylalanine, on the other hand, has codons rich in uracil,
and has actecl as a replacement a numher of times but has never been
replacecl.

Forty-eight of the 64 possible triplet codons have been assigned
to the 20 amino acids with the aid of the in vitro E. coU ribosome
system. On the basis of this information, it is postulated that 6 of
the 19 observed tvpes of amino aci<l replacements result from a conver­
sion of cytosine to uracil, 7 result from a conversion of adenine to
guanine, one type may result from either convcrsion, and 5 types remain

unexplained on either basis. Several explanations h b A
f l I ' s 1avc CC'n a vancecto account or these last 5 replacement types, b t . . ¡· .

· d d a~ ·a j . ' ll ll10!C mn ormation
1s nee e to eci.e whether any of them are , 1· l Tl _·,, -. h den <. ¿, re .¿. vant. he necessitv ofinvoking the leamination of adenine to account for f+, :. ··. r some o. rh1e re'gce­
ments raises the possibility that a double-strande! sage cistg &:fe
he replicatuon of TMV. Thts is so becase bypor«nt, ·iá_.i.
tion producet of adenme, <loes not normally occm: in r:·, ,,. - >; r ::: .·. ~:i:
does have, however, the base-pairing proprties of guare, an i: is
Iikely that hypoxanthine will be replaced by guanine if EA replica±a
involves a complementary strand. ·l

Only those amino acid replacements which result from nitrous acid
treatment have been subjected to intensive study. It is possible that
the investigation of replacements which result from other mutagenic
agents will also provide useful information. This is likely to be so espe­
cially for those mutagemc agents whose chemical reactions with TMV
RNA are well kown. Hydroxylamine appears to be an excellent candi­
date in this regard. It is mutagenic under particular reaction conditions,
and its primary action is with cytosine, frequently converting it to uracil.
This agent, therefore, should induce only thosc amino acid replacements
which have been induced with nitrous acid and which have been at­
tributed to a conversion of cytosine to uracil. It will be interesting
to see whether this prediction turns out to be true.

Hydroxylamine reacts with TMV RNA only when the RNA is free,
and not when it is part of an intact virus particle. Because of this
feature, it might be possible to initiate mapping of the TMV genome.
The suggested manner in which this may be accomplished is to react
hydroxylamine with the ends of TMV RNA molecules which have been
freed from the viral protein. Methods for stripping protein subunits
from the ends of virus particles have been described (Hart, 1955, 1956).
The results of such experimentation may revea! whether the viral protein
cistron is closer to an end than to the middle of the RNA molecule
(Schuster and Wittmann, 1963). Other mutagens may prove to be usefol
for describing the TMV genome as more becomes known about their
chemistry of reaction with nucleic acid. Those that appear to be promis­
ing are dimethyl sulfate, which reacts with guanine residues, and
N-bromosuccinamide.
. The intensive work performed during the past few years on the
induetion and analysis of TMV mutants has yielded valuable knowledge
about the relationship between viral nucleic acid and viral protein.
The study of TMV mutation induction is proceeding apace, and it
Is to be expected that more biologically signifcant information will
be yielded by this system in the next few years.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Not many years ago the title of this chapter would, perforce, have
been Plant Virus-Insect Vector Relationships" chiefly because of an
apparent unwillingness on the part of plant virologists to recognize
any other type of organism as a potential vector of plant viruses. No
doubt this attitude of mind was responsible for the slow start of investi­
gations into possible kinds of vectors other than insects, just as the
axiom that plant viruses were not soil-transmitted delayed research into
that aspect of virus spread.
. Actually there was precedent for the search far noninsect vectors
In an early paper which suggested a phytophagous mite as the vector
~f reversion" in the black currant ( Amos et al., 1927); it was not
till many years later that this was shown to be the case ( Massee,
1952). The discovery by Hewitt et al. ( 1958) that an eelworm trans-
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. 1 f 1 f dis e of the grapevine probably instigated themitted the anea isease d fi Id f .
present-day intensive research into the long-neglecte ie i° soil trans-
mission. Similarly the incrimination of another mite as the vector of

k • · . (Slykhuis, 1953, 1955) suggested that miteswheat strea mosa1c v11 us ·, , .
d . d f other plant viruses. ·might be concerne m the sprea o a·

· l l h ·idened and vectors have been liscovered out­Now t 1e sea.re 1 1as WI . . f . .
·¿ l · l k' adon1 altogether and certain root-intecting fungi,side the animal Ing + > ] :

l t d l been confirmed as vectors of some plant viruses.ong suspectea, nave h ]. f ,as th to biting and sucking insects, the Iist ot vectors in­In a Ition, 1en,
cludes mites, eelworms, and fungi. .

It will not be possible in a single review to deal adequately with
all the minutiae of the relationships between plant_ VIruses anc theu­
vectors, but it is hoped to give a fairly comprehensive account of the
main factors in these relationships.

II. MECHANICAL VECTORS

Mechanical transmission of plant viruses in this context refers to a
mode of transfer in which there is no evidence of any biological relation­
ship between virus and vector. The question as to whether some ap~1d­
borne viruses are mechanically transmitted is discussed in the section
dealing with aphid-virus relationships and, with one exception, this sec­
tion is concerned with virus transmission by insects with biting mouth­
parts. It is, of course, fairly obvious that any virus which is trans~itted
mechanically by an insect is also easily sap-transmissible; the four v1ruses
mentioned here all fall into that category.

Perhaps the best example of a purely passive transfer of a plant
virus is given by that of toba.ceo mosaic (TMV); Walters (1952) showed
that the large grasshopper, Melanoplus existientialis, would carry the
virus on its jaws and infect a healthy toba.eco plant after first feeding
on a mosaic-infected plant. The writer has also observed a certam
amount of virus transfer on the feet of grasshoppers which have been
allowed to wander, without necessarily feeding, on a mosaic-diseased
tobacco plant and then transferred to plants of Nicotiana glutin_osa.
This plant reacts to infection by TMV with the production of localized
foci of infection, and a few of these local lesions developed where
the insects had placed their feet. Walters also demonstrated that the
grasshopper would transmit potato virus X ( PVX) by contaminatio
of its jaws. Some experiments with the same virus were carried -~r
by the writer using the potato flea beetle (Psylliodes sp.) as a possI e
vector; the results of these experiments were ali negative. Schmutterer
( 1961) showed that TMV can be carried for a short period only o"
the mouth parts, but not the legs, of two beetles, Tettigonia vlridisszma

and T, cantans, and of a caterpillar Baratl1,1-a b,·a . _. TI .
a ¿. .. .. • 4 s8cae. he virus ap­
peared to be inactivated in less than an hour by tJ1e . 1· 1 1 .. . . . sa 1va, an0_ c.camng
he mouth parts of T. viridissima with KCN increase! :he ±»fez±ior
rate. Heating to 65°C. reversed the inactivation of TMV 1. salvar­
gland or intestine homogenate of T. ciridissima. Er;cuz> + 1:1,-..
temperatures increased the strong virus inactivation b; E.. ±,
however, still contained traces of active TMV afer le 3-7:._5,

schmutterer considers that virus inactivation is p:obai5....,
such as amylase. It is probable that the most importar ::2:
feld, of TMV and potato virus X is man himsel? y res:
contamination of his hands ad implements.

Two good examples of the purely passive transfer of :;,nir,.~~ v:i··:,:2.s
by insects are the spread of fowl-pox virus on the probaseis 0¡ 9- }Jaoc2-
sucking fly and of the rabbit myxoma virus on the mouth 1,art:, ol
the mosquito, called by Fenner the "flying pin." We can find a paraHeI

- to this in the plant viruses; Costa et al. ( 1958) demonstrated the uans­
mission of the virus of sowbane mosaic ( SbMV) on the ovipositor, of
a fly (Liriomyza langei Frick) during the process of depositing its
eggs in the epidermis of leaves in which the larvae subsequently live
as "leaf miners."

The methods of mechanical transmission dealt with, so far, have
been concemed only with extemal contamination; there are, however,
other examples of mechanical transmission in which more than this
is involved. These are viruses of which the natural vector is a beetle,
an insect with biting mouth parts; a good example is the virus of
tumip yellow mosaic ( TYM ) , which is spread in the feld by one or
more species of flea beetle ( Phyllotreta sp.). In the discussion on the
transmission of plant viruses by aphids and other hemipterous insects
it will be shown that the saliva plays an important part in that process;
it is interesting therefore to find that the absence of saliva in biting
insects is the essential fact in virus transmission. Although the turnip
flea beetle is the natural vector of TYM virns it can be transmitted
by any type of beetle which will feed on the necessary susceptible
plants. The explanation seems to be as follows, since beetles ha.ve no
salivary glands it is necessary for them to regurgitate part of the contents
of the foregut while eating; this apparently helps in the process of
digestion. Regurgitation brings into contaet with the leaf any infective
tissue previously eaten and this, during the process of mastication, is
Inoculated to a healthy susceptible plant. Transmission of this type
is not confined to beetles, so far as TYM virus is concerned, and it
can be spread by grasshoppers and earwigs (Forfculidae) which feed
mn a similar manner. The virus, however, is not spread by caterpillars,



which are also biting insects, but which do not regurgitate whilst feed­
ing. Transmitting beetles or their ]arvae can retain infective power for
several days without further access to a source of virus; this is thought
to be due merely to the ]ength of time infective tissue remains in
the fore-gut. When this is digested the insect must feed once more
on an infected plant befare it can again transmit the virus.

III. T1-m VECTOR-RELATIONSHIPS oF TonAcco MosAIC Vrnus

It has long been a puzzle to plant virologists that tobacco mosaic
virus (TMV), the most infectious plant virus known, has no effi.cient
vector other than man himself. We have already considered in Section
I the purely mechanical transmission of TMV by biting insects, such
as grasshoppers and be etles ( \i\Talters, 1952), so that aspect of the s·_1bject
will not be referred to again, except incidentally.

The literature contains many references to apparently successful
transmission of TMV by different species of insects, mainly belonging
to the Hemiptera, but attempts to repeat these transmissions have in-
variably failed.

The earliest record seems to be the report of Allard ( 1914, 1917)
that a virus, which he believed to be· TMV, was transmitted by an
aphid. lt is possible, in such early days, that Allard mistook for TMV
a strain of cucumber mosaic virus ( CMV) which, of course, is easily
transmitted by aphids; there are severa} strains of CMV which, from
the symptoms produced on the tobacco plant, might be confused with
TMV.

lt is more difficult, however, to explain the successful results of
Hoggan ( 1931, 1934), who carried out an extensive investigation on
the transmission of TMV by aphids. According to this work, four species
of aphids transmitted the virus from tomato to tobacco and various
other solanaceous hosts, but not, apparently, from tobacco to tobacco.
The aphids used were, Aulacortlwm solani (Kalt.) ( = Myzus pseudo­
solani Theob.), Macrosiphum euplwrbiae (Thomas [ = M solanifolii
( Ashmead)], A. circumflexus (Buckt) [ = Myzus circumflexus (Buckt)]
and Myzus persicae (Sulz). Of these, M. persicae was the least efficient
vector. Hoggan used large numbers of aphids, about 300 per plant;
they were allowed to feed on the infected plants for 2-5 days and
were then transferred on detached ]caves, placed on pieces of pape
near the plants to be colonized. In another experiment, Hoggan ( 1934)
transferred the aphids from the TMV-infected plants to hosts which
react only with local lesions. One lesion was produced by each 129
A. solani, 140 M. euplwrbiae, and 812 M. persicae.

There are severa] other recorded instances of apparently successful

TABLE I
IlEsULTS OF TnANSMISSION OF TOBACCO MOSAIC VIUS DY SucKING INSECTS

ÜDTAINED DY VAHIOUS AUTI-IORS, CoMPARED WITH RESULTS OF PnESENT \,VonK"

0/12%

0/12"

? 27/3775 0/785

15 1(4/4%) 0/20%

20 + (1/21•?) 0/20'

5 3/5 0/8

10 1-3/10 0/20
4 - 5/5° 0/8%

No. of Re- Results
insects/test sults of
plant or of present

Vector lcaf author work

Macrosiphm 300 30/50"
euphorbiae

1lnlacorthum :rno 39/50'•

Test
plant

Penlatrichopus
fraqaefolii

N. tabacum P. fragaefolii
F. vcsca

N. tabacum Pseudococcus
citri

N. glutinosa P. citriN. tabacm P. ci:tri
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Virus

source

Lycopersicon N·icotia:na
esculentu:m tabacmn

N. tabacm

N. tabacm
N. tabacum

Olitsky
Newton

" After Orlob (1963).
b N J •- umber of test plants infected/number colonized.
N 1d • um er of local Icsions/total number of insccts used.
+ == Positive result.

2

3

solani
Ioggan L. pimpinelli- N. qlutinosa M. euphorbiae

folium
Cornuet & Fraaaria

Morand vesea
4 Cornuct & N. tabacum

Morand
Olitsky

6
7

5

Hoggan

Ex­
peri­
ment
no. Author

65

transmission of TMV by aphids and oth . . ki .
M d ( 1960 b

er sap-suc, JlO" irc,,~,-- r,
and oran a, ) describe a stra· f l . .º ,,,.,,_ .s . ....... ornuet

e l11 O t l!S Vl!Tl" ' . 1 ff
Fragaria vesca L. In subsequent experimts o muct attects. · ents ornuet and M,+.• ·..
to have transmitted this strain of TMV, by m ,, loan cir
Pentatrichopus fraegaefolii Cock, not onl t ) beans o,: the c.;_ h;i
from tomato and tobacco to tobacco. y

O st
raw erry plants but also

Early claims to have transmitted TMV b l
»y 0Itsky (1925) ad Eler (1025), osa{""gs ere made

d P
,• • El . . ' seu.c. ococcus c1tn (Risso)

an .maritimus hr., respectively. Newton (1953) • ..· d 100 u · -· · h . , usmg P. citri. ob­taine J transmission witl 4 insects on :h f 5 $b "
d 1 1 1

. eac O to acco plants
an on a oca es10n host 1-3 lesions develo ed after the f . '
10 mealybugs. P eedmg of

Orlob ( 1963), who has made a reappraisal of the tra · · f
TMV b

. nsm1ss10n o
y msects, repeated all these apparenr·ly , . f l ·'th ·f . - success u expenments

wit uniformly negative results. In Table I is reproduced Orlob's table
in which the results of previous authors' work are compared with those
of his experiments. i.:
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Brcúk ( 1959) also was unable to transmit TMV with 300 P. maritimus
transferred to 71 test plants or with 500 whiteflies ( Aleyrodidae).

It has been suggested that aphids cannot transmit TMV becase they
do not imbibe the virus. Sukhov ( 1944) thought that the sahvary sheath
surrounding the aphid puncture in the lissue acted as a filter and pre­
vented the uptake of virus. Soest and de Meesters-Manger Cats (1956)
were mable to detect the presence of TMV in the droplets exuding
through stylets, cut off but left in situ, by means of the electron micro­
scope or by serological means, and they also concluded that the aphid
Myzus persicae did not take up TMV from an infected plant. However,
it has now been proved that both aphids and leafhoppers do in fact
imbibe this virus. Kikumoto and Matsui ( 1962) demonstrated the pres­
ence of TMV rods in the midguts of aphids which had fed on infected
plants ( scc also Ossiannilsson, 1958).

Several workers have shown that TMV can pass through the gut
of biting insects and can be recovered from the feces Brák, 1957,
\\ alters. 1952. The writer ( Smith, 1941) ,;vas unable to transmit TMV
bv means of severa] spccies of caterpillars but viable virus was easily
recoverable from the feces. Orlob ( 1963) was also able to recover. virus
from the feces of the potato flea beetle, Epitrix cucumeris Harr.; in
addition he found this beetle could aet as an inefficient mechanical
vector, the virus only being transmitted if the insect scraped the epi­
dermis of the leaf without ingesting the tissue.

hat then can be the reason for the nontransmission of TMV by
hemipterous insects, especially aphids? In the next section we shall
<liscuss a t) pe of mechanical transmission by aphids in which the virus
adheres to the distal end of the stylets. Why is the very infectious
TMV not transmitted in a similar manner? It cannot be a question
of the shape of the virus particle; 11yoscyamus mosaic virus and patato
virus Y (PVY), both rod shaped, are easily aphid-transmitted but TMV
and pota to virus X (PVX) also with rod-shaped particles, are not so
lransmitted.

Orlob (1963) has carrie<l out a number of experiments to investigate
the relationships between the aphid's stylets and TMV. Wetting the
stylets of aphi<ls or of other sap-sucking insects and the mouth parts of
the patato flea beetlc with TMV or with TMV nucleic acid failed to
makc any insects viruliferous with the exception of the last-named.
\ irus coul<l be recovcred from the bared stylets but not after the labium
ha<l extended clown over them.

It has now been proved that TMV is imbibed by aphids and othe
sucking insects and it can be <lcmonstrated inside the mid-gut of aph_ids
( Kikumoto and Matsui 1962). What then prevents the virus from passiS

out of the gut and reaching the saliva an<l thus heing returned to
the plant? Although the presence of the two rod-shaped viruses of
Hyoscyamus mosaic and PVY, which are aphid-transmitted, has not
been demonstrated in the mid-gut of aphids, they can be legitimately
assumed to be there. However, this is not necessary for the transrnission
of these two viruses, since they adhere to the stylets and are transmitte<l
as soon as the stylets enter a susceptible cell. We have, then, apparently
comparable aphid relationships of TMV, Hyoscyamus mosaic virus, and
PVY, namely, presence of the virus in the gut and adherence to the
stylets, but there is still sorne factor preventing the transrnission of
TMV. Can the explanation be a purely quantitative one? Orlob has
shown that there is very little virus left on the stylets once the labium
has extended over them. Yet this must apply in an even greater degree
to the other two viruses which are aphid-transmitted. In thc present
state of our knowledge of the subject we can only assume that aphids
do not transmit TMV because not enough virus adheres to the stylets
to make an mfectlve <lose. There is sorne evidence in support of this
in the fact that sorne biting insects easily transmit the virus provided
there is gross contarnination of their jaws.

IV. THE PROBLEM OF APIIID-VIRUS RELATIONSIIIPS

In this section we can visualize the gradual developrnent from the
purely passive transfer of virus to more intimate relationships between
msect vector and plant virus.

The problem of aphid-virus relationships is no simple one, an<l,
in spite of many ingenious experiments and rnuch theory, there is still
considerable confusion of thought. Perhaps the best way to present
the problem will be to state the rnany facts which have been discovere<l
and then to discuss the various explanations which have been offercd.
,,,'he pioneers in this field were Vatso (1936, 1938, 1946) and
atson and Roberts ( 1939). Usmg the virus of Iyoscyamus mosaie,

they confirmed carlier observations which had been made on the aphid
transmission of cueumber mosaie virus and potato virus Y. namely
that so · ·a¡ 1 ' ,. · me vruses were rap1 'y ost by the aphid vector. Aphid-trans-
mitted virus«e e diidod : :
v+a, 1ses ere lividec into two categories, the nonpersistent (or
externa]) wluch ,vere usually lost by the aphid after fee<ling on one or
two plants, and the persistent ( or interna]) which were retaincd by the
aphid for long periods.

It was recognized, however, that there was no hard and fast clivi<linrr
mne and that these two categories tended to merge into each other. "
,{"" "; mwy digress for a moment to discuss he nomenclature

ese diflerent types of aphid-virus relationships. A third category
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was added, the semipersistent viruses, to include those cases in which
retention of virus v the aphid is relatively bnef but is, nevertheless
considerably longer than in the case of the nonpersistent viruses.

Just recently Kemnedy et al., (1962) have introduced terms which
are less empirical and which give some indication of the location of,
and route followed by, the , irus in the msect. Far nonpers1stent v1r.uses
the term stylet-borne is snggested; persistent viruses become circulative
and those viruses which have a definite biological relationship with
their vectors are known as propagatiwe. This type of virus is more
usually associated with leafhopper vectors, but, as we shall see later,
there is evidence that they are also associated with aphids. That leaves
the semipersistent viruses uaccounted for, and it seems a matter of
choice as to which category they should be assigned; thus Maramorosch
( 1963) designa tes them as stylet-borne, and Sylvester ( 1962), for con­
venience, and for lack of more precise knowledge, includes them in
the circulative viruses.

These terms suggestecl by Kennedy et al. seem likely to be adopted
by plant virologists and they will be used throughout this review.

We shall now return to the discussion of these three types of aphid­
virus relationships, giving the facts known about each and the various
explanations put forward concerning them.

A. Stylet-Borne Viruses
The following facts about the stylet-borne viruses have been

elucidated by Watson and her co-workers.
l. A preliminary fasting period by the aphid greatly increases the

capacity to transmit virus.
2. A short feed (acquisition feed) is more effective than a long

period of feeding, and aphids making many penetrations retained in­
fectivity longer than those making prolonged single penetrations.

3. Prolonged fecding reduces the efficiency of virus transmission.
In discussing the various theories put forward in explanation of these
facts, it must be borne in mind that there is another phenomenon in
connection with the stvlet-borne viruses: that is the question of aphid
specificity. In other words, one species of aphid can transmit a particular
virns while another apparently similar species cannot do so.

Sorne rather complicated, but not very precise, theories have been
put forward by various workers to account for these phenomena, and
to explain the question of aphid speeifieitv. atson and Roberts ( 1939)
were the first to suggest an "inactivator-behavior theory and this was
followed by Day and Irzykiewicz ( 1954) who introduced a mechanical­
inactiwator-behaior hypothesis, which suggested contamination of the

stylets together with selective inactivation of virus on the stylets by
fasting labile components of the saliva. Differences in behavior of the
dilferent aphid species might help to account for selective transmission.
As we shall see later, the behavior of the aphids themselves plays an
important role in virus transmission.

Van der Want ( 1954) suggeste<l a mechanical-surface adherence
hypothesis; here emphasis is laid on surface <lifferences of the stylets
of various aphid species, so that specificity is tied to diflerential adsorp­
tion to, and elution of the virus from, the stylets. In this connection
it should be mentioned that van Hoof ( 1957) found diffcrences in struc­
ture of the stylets of various aphids. Low power electron micrographs
revealed the presence of dillerent excrescences, pockets, or ridges to
which virus might be expected to adhere.

Sylvester ( 1954) proposed a mechanical-inacticator-compatibility
hypothesis in which specificity depended upon the compatibility of the
cornbination of the virus, saliva, and host cell inoculated; the actual
transmission being eflected by virus carried in or on the stylets.

The idea of a purely mechanical process was reintroduced by Bradley
( 1952), and la ter ( 1959) he emphasized the role of behavior in at
least sorne of the transmission phenomena. This was an important ob­
servation, and the relevance of aphid behavior and the light it throws
on sorne of the rather peculiar facts stated above, will now be discussed.
It was noticed that after a fasting period the aphid tended to rnake
a number of very short penctrations of the leaf, mainly in the epidermis
where many of the stylet-borne viruses are located. Furthermore, saliva
was not secreted and virus contamination occurrecl during these short
penetrations.

Bradley also observed that many aphids when removed from a fced­
ing position have the stylets protruding beyoncl the tip of the rostrum.
It is not possible for these thin and delicate stylets to pierce the leaf
epidermis unsupported; the aphid must therefore wait until the rostrum
is again extended clown over them. The behavior of the aphid then
offers two reasons why a preliminary starving period enhances virus
transmission. First, it allows time for the extended stylets to be restored
to their proper position for leaf penetration; and second, it encour.ages
numerous short stabs into the epidermis which appear to ofler optimum
conditions for transmission.

Another of the observations made by Vatson was that the longer
the aphid fed on the diseased plant the less efficient it bccame as
a vector. This may be partly cxplained by the fact that the stylets

Tate, during prolonged feeding. into deeper tissue where the stylet­
orne viruses are not located. Svlvester (1962), who has made a careful
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Fc. I. Section through potato leaf showing stylet track of the aphicl I\Jy;:,us
persicae Sulz. Note that the stylets have penetratecl intercellularly. Magnification:
x 1200.

into a gelatinous tube which eventually congeals to surround and suP
port thc flexible stylets ( Fig. 1). Sylvester noticed that during bnef
penetrations of 15 to 20 seconds the salivary sheath was incomplete,
and examination of the stylcts, aftcr such a brief penetration, revealed
a plug of saliva clinging to the tips of the stylets which is brough

. d f tl f ·ding habits of aphids, has suggested what may bestudy o! he tee e :..:. dditi·lled if·ti c salicary plug concept of transmission, as an a 1itionalca e an 111 ec we O v b ·a l ·
f l :. h mmenon, WWhen a fasted aph1 owers 1ts rostrumreason or this pheno1 . .

l I f ·d rn1·5 saliva begins to flow. The stylets begin to pene-to the lea» ep1de1 11s, ' h ] ]; .:
l t. ¡ d the stylet movements mold the salivary liquidtrate the cu 1c e an •

into contact with the tip of the labium when the latter ensheathes
the stylets. Thus virus-contaminated material will be smeared over the
tip of the rostrum and the stylets and inoculated into the cell at the
next penetration. On the other hand, prolonged feeding tends to elimi­
nate transmission as the stylets would have to be drawn through the
long clase-fitting tube shown in Fig. 1 and this would tend to remove
any virus-contaminated material adhering to thern. It is relevant here
to draw attention to some experiments by Bradley ( 1956), who showed
that penetration through a thin mernbrane, stretched over the leaf sur­
face, reduced the efficiency of both acquisition and inoculation probes.

To sum up, then, we can partially explain the transmission of the
stylet-bome viruses by mechanical adherence of the virus to about 15
of the distal end of the stylets. Most of the other phenomena associated
with this type of virus transrnission are explainable in terrns of aphid
behavior. The problern of aphid specifcity, however, is still not satis­
factorily solved.

B. Circulatice Viruses
As we have mentioned earlier, there is lack of precise knowledge

concerning the sernipersistent type of viruses. Sorne workers consider
they are stylet borne while others put them in the category of circulative
viruses, in which they are included here for convenience. One factor
in deciding whether a sernipersistent virus belonged in the stylet-borne
or circulative groups would be its r:etention through a molt. When
molting occurs, the interior linings of the fore- and hind-gut are shed
along with the stylets and skin of the insect. Hence, any virus transrnitted
after a molt, provided the aphid had no access to a further source
of virus, must have been present in the mid-gut. However, so far as
the sernipersistent virus of sugarbeet yellows is concerned, repeated
attempts to test for retention of this virus after molting have been
unsuccessful (Day, 1955; Sylvester, 1962). Sorne recent work by Nault
et al. ( 1964) shows that the circulative virus of pea enation mosaic
(PEMV) is retained by the aphid vector after molting. Virus was re­
tained by 16 aphids through at least one molt; 11 of 16 aphids trans­
mitted virus after 3 molts. Some aphids were injected with hemolymph
from other aphids which had been reared on infected pea plants, and
in 3 out of 4 experiments the injected aphids transmitted PEMV to
healthy plants. Nymphs were more efficient than adults in transmitting
the virus during short probes, and the fact that the virus can be spread
by short probes suggests that, unlike most circulative aphid-bome
vruses, it may not be necessary for PEMV to be inoculatecl into the
phloem of the susceptible host. Although it cannot definitely be said
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. . . . ·I , . 1hid vector, this work demonstrates a
dt PEMV multiplis i "","!¡1ven virus ad vector.. 1 · ·I · ) o' some 111( 'biological relationshp " the trne stylet-borne (nonpersistent)

1. f d'ff,·, •es bctwecn ie 1 ·The chie! Iitterenees ¡ e the longer periods of retention by
el 1 . · --stentvnusesaic b . . •an the sempers1 . . t· . s and the lacts that prehmmary

1 'd f le semipersisten v1ru., ' .the aphi ot ne s +b ent transmission, while prolonged. el . t . fluence s11 seque ' '
starving loes not m .. ·I , . ti an decreases the likelihood of virus
initial fecelmg inereases rather '

transmission. . lti e viruses ( IJersistent) there is a <lelay
ith most of the cncu a 1ve . . . . , . . I tl

1: ·I · ¡:, ,1··ve ¡1ower withm the msect. n o 1er·· th dvelopment ol the mtecu h ··m 'he cv . .. bl of transmitting the virus
d. t.hc a 1hid does not bccome capa e . .

wor s, '_l . d ¡ . ¡ . ·ed after acquisition of the virus. This
until a certam perio has e aps . . l d .
· . . . drably from a few homs to severa ays,latent period varies consteram! ,, ·b r , e 3

. . ·] , l gst latent period are straw eny virusthose which have the longes! ' . ...:
· . . ¡¡ . b 1951) and sow th1stle yellov,1 vem virus(Prentice and oollcombe, d . d .

(Dulls, 1963). In the first case this varies from 10-19 lays, an in

1 d 8-46 days "cc·ordmg to the temperature.t 1e secon · ' · " ( s · 1 1931 ·
Other circulative viruses are those of potato leaf roll 5mith, a,

Da:, 1955), pea enation mosaie (Osbor, 1935, Chaudhuri, 1950; Simos»
105í). barty yellos dvarf (Tolo ad Brucll, 1959) ad radish y""%"
( Duffus, 1960). The two components casing the rosette complex dis
of tobaeco, he vein-distorting ad mottle viruses, are also both """",
tive: the aphid vector Myzus persicae retains these for a peno
30 days and probably for the remainder of its hfe (Smith, 1946).

C. Propagative Viruses

In the <liscussion on the relationships of plant viruses with leafhoppe
..:. id th ·ts. < s do multiply in thesevectors convmcmg cv1 ence tat cer am viruses . .

. ·d. Th sit@ ti s regards propagative virusesinsects will be presente . 1e s1 :ua 1011 as 1 e , . . . , ,
in aphids is less clear-cut, but there are two instances where the evidene
for virus multiplication in the aphi<l is fairly convmcmg. l

The first of these concerns the virus of pota to leaf roll and t .1~
aphid vector Myzus persicae. It was with this virus that the se"";
inoculation techique, long used with leafhoppers, ,vas first apphe
to aphiels. • ae

It was first shown by Smith (193la) that the aphid M. pers
retaineel infcctivity with the leaf roll virus, even after feeding on an
immune plant, such as cabbage, for as long as 7 days. In 1955 D~Y
also presenteel evielence which suggested the possibility that the pota

0

leaf roll virus might multiply in the aphi<l, i\I. persicae. In the sa~:
year Ieinze ( 19.55) carricel out experiments on thc inoculation of a phi

with plant extracts which opened the way to the subsequent work carried
out by Stegwee and Ponsen ( 1958). Aphids were injected with aphid
hernolymph an<l not with plant extracts which tended to be toxic. It
was found that after injection with hemolymph from virus-bearing
(viruliferous) aphids, about 50 of the injected aphids became infective
after an average incubation period of 20 hours. \iVhen the hemolymph
was diluted with saline the incubation period was extended to 7 or
10 days. Once infected with the patato leaf roll virus by injection the
aphids retained their infectivity. Serial transmissions were then carried
out as follows: Viruliferous aphids were colonized on a virus-immune
plant such as Chinese cabbage far 7 days, hemolymph from these aphids
was then injected into a series of known virus-free aphids. After 7
days the process was repeated, and this was carried out 15 times. At
each passage the presence of the leaf roll virus was demonstrated by
feeding the aphids on susceptible plants. It is calculated that if no
multiplication had taken place the dilution would have reached 10-~i,
while the actual dilution end point of the virus in hemolymph is 10-'.

A method of isolating the patato leaf roll virus from the hemolymph
of viruliferous aphids by means of gr.adient centrifugation has recently
been <lescribed ( Stegwee and Peters, 1961).

As we shall see later in discussing the biological relationship of
sorne plant viruses with their leafhopper vectors, in sorne cases there
is an a<lverse effect of the virus upon the insect vector. The question
then arises: Is there any histological or metabolic disturbance caused
by the leaf roll virus in the aphid? Opinion is divi<led on this question,
although Schmidt ( 1959, 1960) found differences in the shape and size
of the nuclei in the alirnentary canal; in the viruliferous aphids the
nuclei were smaller and of abnormal shape.

Ehrhardt ( 1960) studied the metabolic changes in the aphid ~1!yzus
persicae and observed a 30% decrease in oxygen consumption in virulif­
crous, as compared with virus-free, aphi<ls.

A second case of the apparent multiplication of a plant virus in
an aphid has been describeel by Duffus ( 1963). The virus in question,
causing the yellow vein disease of sow thistle, Sonchus oleraceus, is
transmitted by the aphid Amphorophora lactucae (L.). The latent pe­
riod is very long anel transmission is independent of the quantity of
virus ingesteel. The shortest insect-latent period recorded was 8 days at
25ºC.; the longest latent perioel was 46 days at 5°C. From experiments
carried out on the incubation and latent periods in both the plant and
the insect, it seems that a certain virus concentration must be built up in
the aphid vector befare transmission occurs. Aphids retain infectivity
throughout their lives. The sow thistle yellow vcin virus ( SYVY) is
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. d • .. t' 11 th, same manner as those plant viruses whichtransmitte in essen1a' e ·' . V D)
multi 1 in their leafhopper vectors (see Section I ' : . .

P!'_, ¡ »lit virus kown at present, with a similar long
The oly_ o" P";]" r, i.e.. 10-19 days, is that of strawberry

latent period in the aph ve , · ·,
erinkle (Prentice andWoollcombe, 1951).

,r, +, Tr ·ission of a Single Virus by a Single Aphid SpeciesD. Variation in ransmss ' '5

R 1 ( 1963) has pointed out in his review of aphid variationAs ocnow . .. ] ·¿ ·. · · ti are three kinds of variation in an apm1 spee1es,in transmiss1on, nere a " :, ¿l l ental
d•ff t ·les or strains, among var1ous e evc opmen a, stages,:11nong i e.ren e 011 , e ( 1955) k' . ]

d l'fj • t fo,•1·11s of one species. Stubbs working withan among dyterent " f d
l 11 b · . of spinach, a virus of the circulatory type, oun c. on-the vel lows vrus » ' " ¡f·a bl · t· · t]1e ability of different cultures o! Myzus perscaes1 era · e vara 1on m i

to transmit the virus. . ·
Bjrling and Ossiannilsson ( 1958) studied the transmission by Myzus

persicae, among other species, of two viruses, those of beet yellows
and potato leaf roll, a circulative and a propagative virus, respectively.

They found that they could arrange the 85 strains of M. persicae
into groups in which the percentage of transmission ranged from 10
to S0, the majority falling into the 40-50 group. These diflerences
were about the same for both viruses and the ability to transmit was
not related to the host plant from which the aphids originally came.

Bjürling and Ossiannilsson made crosses among the d1fferent clones
of the aphid and obtained some evidence of the genetic basis for the
variation. . .

Rochow (1960a) has found considerable differences in . the ability
of another aphid (Toxoptera graminum Rondani) to transmit the virus
of barley yellow dwarf, another circulative virus. He made collections
of the aphid from Florida, Wisconsin, and Illinois, and found that
those from Wisconsin and llinois were fairly effcient vectors but aphids
from Florida were virtuallv unable to transmit the virus. Rochow points

'. . • f 1 :. ·ti: lonesout a slight anatomical diflerence m the beak tip o t 1e mac ive c
of aphid. . . f tl e

Somewhat similar clona] variation occurs in the transmission O
1
_

stylet-borne viruses. Simons ( 1954) showed that the cotton aphid (Aphis
gossypii Glover) differed in its ability to transmit the virus of southe:~
cucumber mosaic. He also found that these differences are not parallele
in the transmission by the same aphid of a different stylet-borne virus
such as potato virus Y. . . cr

There are two records in the literature of diflerences in transmittin
power according to the developmental stage of the apbid; both "
concerned with circulative viruses. In one of these the young nymP

of Macrosiphum geranicola ( Hille Ris Lambers) acquired the virus
of filaree red leaf virus more readily than the adults and the mínimum
latent period was shorter in the nymphs ( Anderson, 1951). The second
case concerns the virus of pea enation mosaic of which the first instar
nymphs of the pea aphid (Macrosiphum pisi, Kalt) are more efficient
vectors and have a shorter latent period than the adults ( Simons, 1954).

Variation in the ability of different forms of the same aphid species
has been observed on severa! occasions, but there seems to be little
correlation. For example, Paine and Legg ( 1953) were able to transmit
the virus of hop mosaic by means of the spring winged form of the
aphid Phorodon humuli ( Schrank) but not by the wingless form. On
the other hand, Orlob and Arny ( 1960) found the wingless oviparous
forms and the fundatrigeniae of Rhopalosiphum ftchii ( Sanderson)
to be capable of transmitting barley yellow dwarf virus, but not the
other types including the winged forms.

Again, Orlob, ( 1962) found that the winged migratory form of Aphis
nasturtii ( Kalt) could transmit potato virus Y, but not the oviparae
and fundatrices which spend their entire life cycle on the winter host.

E. Variation in Transmission of a Single Virus by Different Aphid Species
The question of why one aphid species can transmit a particular

virus while a second aphid species is not able to do so has already
been discussed in the section dealing with stylet-borne viruses. In this
section another aspect of the situation is briefly considered in which
the inability to transmit a particular virus by a particular aphid species
appears to be due to a change in the virus itself. As regards stylet-borne
viruses a good example is that of cucumber mosaic virus and the aphid
vector Myzus persicae. Badami ( 1958 ), working with a strain of this
virus, isolated from spinach, which was easily transmittecl by M. persicae,
found that the aphid Iost its transmitting ability in so far as this strain
of the virus was concerned. The aphid, however, was still able to trans­
mit other strains of cucumber mosaic virus and the original strain was
still aphid-transmissible by other species such as Aphis gossypii and
Myzus ascalonicus.

The loss of their insect vector relationships by viruses is no new
thing. lt seems to occur when a virus has been propagated mechanically
or by vegetative reproduction of the plant host over periods of years.
This appears to have happened with the virus of potato paracrinkle
after years of virus propagation by the tubers. lt has also been recorded
with the virus of tomato spotted wilt and the thrips vector and with
some leafhopper-borne viruses where there has been no contact between
virus and vector for periods of years. In the case of cucumber mosaic
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virus and Myzus persicae, the case is slightly diflerent because the
loss of vector relationship is confined to one virus strain only and to
onlv eme out of several vectors. .

Another example of variation in transmission is that of barley yellow
dwarf virus, of the cireulative type. There is a remarkable specialization
among isolates of the virus ancl some of the aphids that transmit it.
Five aphid .spccies were shown to be vectors and others have been
deseribed. The original studies were made by Oswald and Houston
( 1953) and since then many papers have been published by other
workers. notablv Toko and Bruehl ( 1956, 1957, 1959), Slykhuis et al.
(1959). Watson ad Mulligan (1960) and Rochow (1959, 1960b, 1961).
The whole subject has recently been reviewed by Hochow ( 1963) ancl
mch of this information is taken from his paper.

Direct comparisons of three aphid species and dillerent isolates of
barley yellow dwarf virus have shown the existence of at least three
vector-specific strains of the virus. One strain ( MCV) is transmitted
efficiently by Macrosiphum granarium (Kirby) but not transmitted
regularly by Rhopalosiphum padi (L.) or R. maidis (Fitch). A second
strain ( HPV) is transmitted efficiently by R. padi but not transmitted
regularly by M. granarium or R. maidis. The third strain (RMV) is
transmitted fairly efficiently by R. maidis but not transmitted regularly
by M. granarium or R. padi.

In discussing the basis for this specifeity Rochow suggests that the
major basis for the variation lies in the virus rather than in the aphids.
As to the mechanism controlling this specificity it might be centered
in any one, or in a combination, of three main areas: acquisition of
virus from the plant, physiology of virus in the aphid after acquisition,
or inoculation of virus to plants by the aphid vector. The evidence
suggests that failure to acquire virus from a source plant is not the
major basis for the specificity. First the specificity persisted whether
acquisition of the virus was by fee<ling or by injection ( Mueller and
·Hochow, 1961). Second, it was shown by direct tests that the "nonvectors
actually acquired the virus (Rochow and Pang, 1961). Rochow concludes
that the results of the various studies on vector specificity of barley
yellow dwarf virus are perhaps best explained by assuming that the virus
is cxtrcmely variable and that existing strains cliffer in the efReiency
with which each aphid species can transmit them.

F. "Ielper" Viruses and Aphid Transmission

The manner in which plant viruses react upon each other in the
same host is a large and fascinating subject which has recently been
reviewed in this series by Kas.san is ( 1963). One aspect of this behavior

relates to the transmission of virus complexes by aphicls. Selective trans­
mission by the aphid is of various kinds; for example, when fed upon
a potato plant containing the X and Y viruses the vector selects out
virus Y because virus X is not aphid-transmilted ( Smith, 1931h). Agam
from a complex of cabbage black ringspot and cauliflower mosaic viruses
in the same host, the aphid M. persicae will transmit both viruses,
whereas another aphid species will select one virus only (Kvíala,
1945). There is, however, another relatecl phenomenon which is little
understood; that is the dependence of one virus upon another for aphid
transmission. In other words, it is necessar.y for a second virus to be
present in the plant with the first virus for the latter to be picked
up, or at least transmitted by, the aphid.

The term "helper virus is suggested for the second virus since the
first is dependent upon it for its spread to other hosts.

The frst example of this phenomenon was pointed out by Clinch
et al. ( 1936), who stated that potato aucuba mosaic virus was only
transmitted by aphids in the presence of patato virus A. They <lid
not, however, present any experimental data, and the first study of this
phenomenon was made by Smith ( 1946) on the virus complex in to­
bacco, known as "rosette." Two viruses are present in this disease, the
vein-distorting and the mottle viruses; of these two only the mottle
virus is sap-transmissible. Both viruses are of the circulative type and
are retained by the aphid vector, Myzus persicae, for long periods,
generally for the remainder of its life. From the rosette disease the
aphid transmits both viruses together with great regularity. When the
two viruses are separated, however, and exist alone in individual tobacco
plants, only the vein-distorting virus is aphid-borne.

In experiments perfonned at intervals over a period of years the
mottle virus has never been aphicl-transmitted. Various explanations of
this phenomenon have been put forward but there is little supporting
evidence for any of them. It was thought that possibly the presence
of the vcin-distorting virus increased the concentration of the mottle
virus to a point where it could be picked up by the insect, but dilution
tests do not bear this out. Another possibility is that the vein-distorting
virus adsorbs the mottle virus and so may be said literally to carry
it. Examination of the leaf tissues of rosette plants, however, by ultrathin
sections and electron microscopy has so far failecl to revea] the viruses.

Kassanis ( 1961) has investigated further the problem of the aphid­
transmission of potato aucuba mosaic virus and potato viruses A and
the closely allied virus Y; these are all stylet-borne viruses c..:ompared
to the circulative-type viruses of the rosette complex. Kassanis foud
that not all the strains of potato aueuba mosaic virus behaved similarly;
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the ease with which they become aphid-transmissible varied and some
strains did not become aphid-transmissible at all. Also two strains were
transmitted in thc presence of patato virus Y but not in the presence
of potato virus A.

hat appears to be a similar case of the "helper" virus has recently
been reported by Vatson ( 1962). She has worked on the yellow net
virus of sugarbeet in England, and she found that the yellow net virus
(YNV) was invariably accompaniecl in the sugarbeet by a second virus,
vellow net mild yellows (YNMY) without which YNV could not be
aphid-transmitted. atson refers to YNMY virus as a "carrier virus
and suggests that it may help YN to invade sugarbeet or the two
may combine to form an aphicl-transmissible combination, one virus
presumably being adsorbed by the other. However, Kassanis ( 1963)
thinks there is not vet sufficient experimental evidcnce that this is another
case of the "helper" virus. He points out that the interaction was sug­
gestecl bec-ause Yi'\V is rarely transmitted from Nicotiana clevelandii,
which is immune to YNMY, but can easily be transmitted from sugarbeet
plants in which it is always found associated with YNMY. It is rather
surprising that the yellow net virus should always have been transmitted
together with the mild virus. Kassanis suggests that a simpler explanation
for the results is that the aphids very rarely transmit yellow net virus
from N. clccclandii. He quotes an apparently similar situation in which
<lancle1ion ycllow mosaic virus is transmitled by aphids with difficulty
from clandelion to lettuce plants but readily from lettuce to lettuce plants
(Kassanis, 1947). Furthermore the existence of YNMY has not been
reported in the United States where YNY is aphid-transmitted ( Sylvester,
1949).

G. Artificial Feeding and Virus Injection of Aphids
Much of our knowledge on the relationships of plant viruses and

leafhoppers, which are discussed in the next section, has arisen from
the artificial fceding and injection methocls that have been developed.
Similar techniques applicable to aphids have been slower in development
because of the more fragile nature of these insects and the presence
in the body of large numbers of cleveloping young. However, as e
have previously pointed out, these two techniques are now being used
snccessfully, largely because of the pioneer work of Heinze (1955),
Stegwee and Ponsen ( 1958), and more recently of Rochow (1963).

The artificial feeding method is carried out by placing aphids that
have been starved for several hours into a small feeding chamber. Each
feeding chamber is topped with an animal-capping skin membrane pre­
viously fastened over the end of a glass tube. Recently, however, the

animal membrane has been replaced by stretched Parafilm [Rochow
(1964), personal communication]. The lic¡nid to be tested, partially puri­
fied virus preparations, is placed in the glass tube so that the aphids are
able to feed through the membrane top of the feeding chamber into
thc test solution above it in the tube. Following an acquisition feeding
period of about 18 hours at 15°C, the glass tubes are removed from
the feeding cage and the aphids are transferred to test plants.

A method for the artificial feeding of individual aphids has been
describecl by Hutchinson and Matthews ( 1963). The stylets of the aphid
are placed in the bore of a small capillary tube, and the aphid is
effectively immobilized in this position by securing its legs to the outsicle
of the tube with wax. Using purified solutions of turnip yellow mosaic
virus (TYM), heavily labeled with P and S", it has been shown
that the virus enters the gut of the nonvector aphid Iyadaphis brassicae
and that substantial quantities of apparently intact virus persist in the
gut for periods of days.

Using the needle-injection method, Mueller and Rochow ( 1961) have
regularly transmitted the barley yellow dwarf virus from infected plants
to aphids.

The glass needles used in this technique are prepared from 2 mm.
tubing. Each needle is drawn three times over .successively smaller flames
and a final point is produced by chipping with a razor blade. The
completed needles, which have a point diameter 0f 2540, are fastened
to rubber tubing connected to a rubber syringe bulb. To 611 a needle,
the operator places its tip in the test solution, presses the syringe bulb
with his foot, and allows the solution to rise in the needle. Injection
is usually made in the back of the aphid between abdomen and thorax.
Liquid is forced into the aphid by pressing with the foot on the
syringe bulb. Use of the foot control allows both hands to be used
for manipulation of the needle and holding the aphid by means of
a brush on the stage of a binocular microscope. If necessary the aphids
can be anesthetized with CO. Although injected aphids often transmit
the virus of barley yellow-dwarf within 1 day, an inoculation test-feeding
periocl of 5 clays is usually allowed ( Rochow, 1963).

V. BIOLOGICAL TRANSMISSION

As used in this context, biological transmission indicates a definite
relationship between plant virus and insect vector. ,ve have seen some­
thing of this in the discussion of the viruses of patato leaf roll and
Sonchus yellow vein and their aphid vectors, but it is in regard to
sorne of the leafhopper-borne viruses that our knowleclge of this phe­
nomenon is greatest.
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All the viruses that are transmittec.1 by leafhoppers and related
insects (Cieadellidae) appear to be of the circula tive or propagative
type; none of the stylet-borne type are known," and, with the exception
of potato yellow-dwarf virus, they are not sap-transmissible.

Although the conection of certain plant diseases with leafhoppers
has bcen °known in Japan since 1895 and in the United States since
1909. it was not until 1926 that the frst evidence was submitted of
a biological relationship between the leafhopper and the virus it trans­
mitted. In that year Kunkel, who was a pioneer in this type of work,
published an extensive study of aster yellows and pointed out that
there was a dclay in the development of infective power of at least
10 days, after feeding on an aster plant with "yellows," before the
aster Ieafhopper (Macrosteles fascifrons Stal.) became infective to a
healthy susceptible plant. Kunkel interpreted this delay as an "incubation
period" while the virus developed in the insect to a sufficient concentra­
tion to form an infectivc e.lose. At the time this interpretation was not
accepted by many workcrs. Then in 1933 a Japanese worker, Fukushi,
demonstrated that the virus of dwarf disease of rice was transmitted
to the progeny of the leafhopper vector (Nephotettix apicalis var.
cincticeps) but only if the female insect was viruliferous ( virus­
bearing). This means, of course, that the virus passed by way of the
cgg. but not by the sperm, a fact underlinec.1, as we shall see later,
bv the ocurrence of the virus in the cell cytoplasm, and not the
neleus, of the insect vector. Over the years Kunkel carried out
a number of experiments designed to show that the virus of aster
yellows <lid in fact multiply in the transmitting leafhopper. In one of
these experiments ( 1937) a number of viruliferous leafhoppers with
the aster y.cllows virus were subjected to a temperature of 32°C. for
varying periods, and the cffect of this on the subsequent ability or
thc insects to transmit the virus was studied. Kunkel found that the
high temperature deprived the leafhoppers of their infectivity for a
period, and that the length of this period was <lependent on the length
of time of their exposurc to the high temperature. In other words,
leathoppers kept at 32C. for l day regained their infectivity in a few
hours; if they were exposed for severa! days it required 2 days for
them to regain infectivity, and exposure for 12 days resulted in "
permanent loss of infectivity. Kunkel interpreted these results as indi­
cating that the amout of virus in the inscct vector was reduced _by
the high temperature to a point below infectivity level, and a period
of time wa.s therefore necessary for the virus to multiply up agam
to reach the necessary concentration for infection. Long exposure to

• K. C. Ling (in litt. 1965) reports the tungro virus of rice nonpersistent in the
leathopper (Nephatettix impicticeps).

heat apparently inactivated all the virus in the insect, which therefore
Jost infectivity until fe<l once more on a source of virus. This interpreta­
tion was received in 1937, when the results were published, with a
good deal of skepticism, but in view of the more dir.ect evidence on
plant virus multiplication in leafhoppers it is now generally accepted.

One more experiment of Kunkel's ( 1955) is of interest in this connec­
tion. lt is well-known that there is a type of acquired immunity among
sorne plant viruses whereby a plant infected with a given virus is re­
sistant to infection by another strain of the same virus, a phenomenon
known as "cross-pr.otection." The current explanation of this is that since
ali available multiplication sites are occupied by the first virus, there
is no place for the second virus to gain access. There are two strains
of the aster yellows virus known respectively as the New York and
California strains, and the first step was to find a differential host plant
which woul<l <listinguish between the two strains. Having found such
a plant Kunkel demonstrated that infection with one strain precluded
the entrance of the othcr. The insect transmission experiment was carried
out as follows: leafhoppers were fed first on a plant infected with New
York aster yellows, then transferred to a plant infected with California
aster yellows, an<l finally to the healthy test plant. Next, the experiment
was repeated except that this time the order of feeding on the virus
sources was reversed. The results were interesting: in every case when
the insect was fed succcssively on the two strains, it transmitted only
that on which it fed first. These results clearly show the existence of
sorne biological relationship between insect anc.1 virus; it may be that
certain cells, possibly of the fat body, were occupied by the strain
of virus frst imbibed, and this precluded, not necessarily the entrance,
but probably the multiplication, of the second virus strain.

These early experiments of Kunkel an<l others suggested the possi­
bility of plant virus multiplication in insect vectors and laid the founda­
tions for future work.

There are now two main methods of approach to this problem,
and a third which is not yet universally applicable. These are the study
of transovarial virus transmission, serial transmission of virus from inseet
to msect by injection, and the visualization of the virus in the inseet
vector by electron microscopy.

Thc results of ali these methods of study now leave no doubt that
some, but not all, leafhopper-transmitted plant viruses do multiply inside
the body of the insect vector. ·

We have seen that in 1933, Fukushi demonstrated that the virus
Ol dwarf discase of rice was transmitted transovarially to the progenv
g the vector. Then, in 1940, Fukushi showed that the virus éould
e passed tlu·ough six generations involving 82 infoctivc' le,lfhoppers.
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11 d . l f ·11crle ,,1•1·tis-bearincr female without access to a furtlle•·a erived 'rom a S1:

f · . . T·lie vi·rtis howe, er was only passed through the eggsource O. VIIUS. . , ,

and not through the sperm.
' 1\ext. Bla~k ( 1944) discovered the virus of clover club-leaf, not
in a plant, but in a leafhopper, Agalliopsis novella (Say); he showed
(1950) that this virus was transmitted transovarially for more than 5

11 (111 91 rre11erao·ons from the original viruliferous parents withvears 'nrou. - 5 '
no further access to a source of virus.

These experiments of both Fukushi and Black prove the multiplica­
tion of the virus in the inseet, since otherwise the dilution involved
wold be far too great.

Since these original experiments other examples of leafhopper-bore
viruses that are transmitted transovarially have been d1scovered. For m­
stance. the virus of rice stripe disease has been transmitted in this
way through 40 generations of Delphacodes striatella (Fallen), a plant­
hopper belonging to the Delphacidae (Shinkai, 1955). The same worker
(Shinkai, 1960) demonstrated the transovarial transmission of rice dwarf
virus through Deltocephalus ( Inawma) dorsalis Motschulski, as well
as through Nephotettix cincticeps, as originally shown by Fukushi. For
further examples of this phenomenon the reader is referred to a recent
review by Maramorosch ( 1963). . . .

The seconcl method of studying the question of virus multiplication
in leafhoppers is by serial injection. The pioneers in this approach were
Merrill and TenBroeck (1934) who showed that the virus of equine
encephalomyelitis multiplied in the mosquito vector, Aedes aegypti; they
made injection from one mosquito to the next until the dilution was
hi,rh enou<1h to make multiplication of the virus the only explanation
b b

for continued infectivity in the mosquito.
This injection technique was first applied to leafhoppers and plant

viruses by Maramorosch (1952), who obtained by this means direct
evidence for the multiplication of aster yellows virus in its vector

d ] trans­Macrosteles fascifrons. Black and Brakke ( 1952) also ma e sena
mission of the wound tumor virus in Agallia constricta Van Duzee,
and proved that this virus, too, multipliecl in the leafhopper. .

The third method of approach, i.e., the examination of ultrathin
. ¡f <lf ·. ·. th ·l·tr .:. has so farsections i! virulilerous insects in 'he electron microscope, d> >

only been applied with success in one or two cases. Fukushi et
al. (1962, 1963) showed the virus of rice dwarf disease in sitlt in _th~

1 el [. 1 N 1 · · l' · t · Tlw virusabdomen ol the vector ephotettix apicalis var. cincticeps.
<l · · 1 · 1 l f 1 d · I lis· it wasoccurrc in microerystals in the cytoplasm o· ab .omia ce , .

not observed in the cell nuclei or in mitochondria. It is interest111g
that the microcrystals of virus are somewhat reminiscent of an insect

virus, the Tipula iridescent virus ( TIV) ( Smith, 1962), which also occurs
in microerystals in the ccll cytoplasm of infected insects; it is an
icosahedron as apparently is the virus of rice dwarf disease. Shikata
et al. ( 1964) have clemonstrated the presence, by means of electron
microscopy, of the wound tumor virus in both the insect vector and
the plant tumor (Figs. 2 and 3). Virus particles, obtained from both
insect and plant, appeared to be of similar size and morphology. In
Fig. can be seen the crystalline arrangement of the virus particles
in the fat body of the vector Agallia constricta. This arrangement appears
similar to that of the virus of rice dwarf disease in the abdomen of
the insect vector.

Whitcomb and Black ( 1961) have made an important contribution
in this field by assaying wound tumor-soluble antigen in the insect
vector. They measured the rate of increase of wound tumor-soluble
antigen at 27.5°C. in the vector Agallia constricta following injection of
massive doses of wound tumor virus. After injection, soluble antigen was
first detected at 4 days, and the soluble antigen titer developed rapidly to
a plateau level within 8 to 10 days and was maintained at that leve) for
weeks. A method was developed for determining the presence or absence
of soluble antigen in a single insect vector by means of the precipition
ring test. Almost all insects injected with massive doses of wound tumor
virus supported the synthesis of soluble antigen; no injected insects
negative for soluble antigen were found to transmit wound tumor virus
to plants.

Since it has now been proved that sorne plant viruses do multiply
in the leafhoppers that transmit them, we are now faced with the ques­
tion: Are these agents primarily plant or insect viruses? From this follows
another question: Are the leafhoppers which support these viruses
themselves adversely affected? Sorne evidence that this is so is available.
Littau and Maramorosch ( 1956, 1960) have described cytological changes
which occur in aster leafhoppers carrying the virus of aster yellows. It
has been established that these changes occur in the nuclei of fat body
cells of male leafhoppers 18 to 28 days after acquiring the virus by feed­
ing or by injection. In viruliferous insects the nuclei tended to be stellate
rather than rounded and the cytoplasm was reticulate instead of homo­
geneous with many vacuoles. The first plant virus shown to be definitely
injurious to the insect vector was that causing vVestern X disease of stone
fruits and a yellows disease in celery. This virus has been shown to cause
a significant reduetion in the life span of the vector Collado1111s mo11ta1111s
( Van Duzee) (Jensen, 1958, 1959a,b). Viruliferous individuals also pro­
d_uce fewer eggs than do noninfective controls (Jensen, 1962). In­
cidentally, we might mention that not all indivi<luals of a given species
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Fic. 3. Crystalline arrangcment of wound-tumor virus partic:les in fat body cells
of Agallia constricta ( 6 ) . Magnification: X 52,800. ( Courtesy E. Shikata.)
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Ftc. 2. Clusters of virus partic.:les in fat bodv cells from a leafhopper (Agallia
constricta) infected with the wound-tumor virus. Magnifieation: 24,000. (Courtes!
E. Shikata el al., 1964.)
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of leafhopper vector are necessarily able to transmit the virus in question.
Lamey et al. (1964) have made a study of the transmission of the Hoja
blanca virus to rice plants, and they find that a normal population of the
vector Sogata orizicola Muir contains only I0 of potential transmitters.

The effect crenerally of plant viruses on insects has been reviewed
at some len@th by Jensen (1963). See also a review article on the
harmful and

0
beneficial effects of plant viruses in insects (Maramorosch

and Jensen, 1963). . . . .
Before concluding the discussion on biological transmission of plant

viruses mention must be made of a virus diseasc of sugarbeet known
as "beet savoy" in the United States, and of a very similar disease
known as "beet leaf eurl" in Germany. The vector in both cases is
somewhat unusual, it is not a leafhopper but a "lace bug, so called,
belonging to the Piesmidae; Piesma. cinerea in the United States, and
P. quadrata in Germany. The American disease has been studied by
Coons et al. ( 1958) and by Volk and Krczal ( 1957) in Germany. There
is a good deal of evidence of a biological relationship between virus
and vector, particularly in the length of time the virus is retained
by the insect, apparently right through the hibernation period of the
adult.

A recent paper ( Proeseler, 1964) affords further evidence on this
biological relationship, the author carried out faur serial passages of
the virus from insect to insect by means of carefully prepared micro­
pipettes, but lost all adult insects in the ffth passage. From a personal
communication (1964) from the author to Karl Maramorosch, it ap­
pears that a mysterious mortality several times prevented continuous
serial passages and often the second or third group suddenly died.
Maramorosch suggests [ also in a personal communication (1964)] that
this could be <lue to an increased virulence of the virus toward the
insect vector, and further states that he has had a similar experience in
serial transmissions with aster yellow virus through the leafhopper vec­
tor and could only overcome this by using large numbers of insects. . .

Proeseler's conclusion is that the beet virus does multiply in its
vector Piesma quadrata, since the calculated dilution of the original
inoculum was l0, while the ineubation period in insects indicated no
reduction in titer. The dilution in larvae, also used far serial passages,
was 1011 in the last group.

A new type of insect vector has recently been recorded, and may
conveniently be mentioned here although a biological relationship be­
tween virus and vector has not yet been established. The virus m
question causes "pear decline and the vector is the pear psyllid Psylle
pyricola Foerster; this is apparently the frst species of the famil)

Psyllidae that has been shown to transmit a plant virus (Jensen et
al. 1964).

VI. VECTORS OUTSIDE TIIE INSECTA

A. Mites ( Eriophyidae)

As we have already mentioned, the first evidence of the transmission
of plant viruses by noninsect vectors is an early paper by Amos et
al. ( 1927), who suggested that the big bud mite Phytoptus ( = Erio­
phyes) ribis (Westw.) was the vector of the disease of hlack currant
known as "reversion"; this was confirmed by Massee (1952). In addition
to reversion there are five other mite-transmitted viruses known and
others are suspected. Three of these infect only grasses, i.e., wheat
streak mosaic, wheat spot mosaie, and ryegrass mosaic, the other three
affect only woody perennials and cause peach mosaic, fig mosaic, and
as we have seen, black currant reversion.

Ali the mite vectors so far identified belong to the same group,
the Eriophyidae, which seems to be distinct from other phytophagous
mites ( Keifer, 1952). The next mite-transmitted virus disease to be
discovered, after black currant reversion, was wheat streak mosaic, this
was described by Slykhuis ( 1953, 1955), who has done much work
on mite transmission of the viruses affecting grasses. The vector of wheat
streak mosaic virus (WSMV) is Aceria tulipae Keifer; this virus is easily
sap-transmissible. A second virus disease of wheat called wheat spot
mosaic (WSpMV) is transmitted by the same species of mite, with the
difference that this virus is not sap-transmissible and is retained by the
mite far 12 days without further access to a source of virus ( Slykhuis,
1956). A single mite can carry both WSMV and WSpMV at the same
time. The third virus of this group causes a mosaic disease of ryegrass
and has been studied by Mulligan (1960). The mite vector of this virus
is Abacarus hystrir ( Nalepa), and although it occurs commonly on wheat
it is unable to transmit \i\TSMV or vVSpMV. Ryegrass mosaic virus
( RMV) is easily sap-transmissible.

The first tree virus shown to be transmitted by a mite was that
of_ fig mosaic ( Flock and Wallace, 1955, 1956). The vector is the fg
mite Aceria ficus ( Cotte). As Slykhuis points out, it is not surprising
that fg mosaic is so widely spread, since the host plant is a perennial
and the mite is an efficient and abundant vector. It was shown in
tests that a single viruliferous mite per test plant infected 7 out of
10 plants.

The successful transmission of peach mosaic virus was first reported
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by" ilson et al. in 1955, the mite vector being Eriophyes insidiosus. The
method of transmission of peach mosaic had been sought for many
years and various sud.ing insects such as aphids and leafhoppers had
been tested without results. Other species of mites commonly found
on diseased peach trees such as Vasates cornutus failed to transmit
the virus.

None of the mite-transmitted viruses aflecting woody plants appear
to be sap-transmissible. Owing to their small size and the difficulty
of adequately handling individual miles there is not much information
on the relationships between virus and mite. However, Slykhuis ( 1962)
considers there is a close biological relationship; he points out that
all are speeifcally transmitted by only one mite species even though
other species may be present 011 the same host. Of the six mite-trans­
mitted viruses known, only two, SMV and RMV, are sap-transmissible.
RMV appears to be similar to the stylet-borne ( nonpersistent ), aphid­
transmitted viruses in that infoctivity is lost by the mite within 24
hours aftcr removal from the source of virus. On the other hand, WSMV
has been found to persist in its vector for 9 days, WSpMV for 12
days, and peach mosaic virus for 2 days, after removal from their diseased
hosts. None of the mite-transmitted viruses appears to be transmitted
transovarially, but SMV and SpMV persist in the mite A. tulipae
through the molts. Slykhuis ( 1962) points out the interesting fact that
when diflerent stages of the mite A. tulipae are colonized on diseased
wheat, the nymphs acquire SMV but the adults do not. This is a
parallel case to the transmission of tomato spotted wilt virus by the
thrips ( Samuel et al., 1930 ), where the adult thrips are unable to pick
up the virus de novo but can do so if the virus is acquired in the
nymphal state. There seems to be no satisfactory explanation of this
phenomenon at present. According to Thresh ( 1964), infection of black
currant bushes with the virus disease known as reversion induces at
the same time an increased susceptibility on the part of the plant toward
infestation by the mite vector of the virus, Phytoptus ribis N'el.

The subject of mite-transmission of plant viruses is reviewed by
Slykhuis in this series ( 1965).

B. Eelworms ( Nema toda)

Some years ago a new virus appeared somewhat mysteriously, or
so it was thought at that time, in one of thc insect-proof glasshouses
at Cambridge, England, affecting a plant of Rock Cre:,s, Arabis liírsuta,
in which it caused a rnosaic disease ( Smith and Markham, 1944).

It is interesting now to find that this virus is the same as, or closely
related to, a number of soil-borne viruses which have since been de-

scribecl affccting the vine, the cherry, the strawberry, and thc raspberry;
these viruses are ali transmittcd by thc dagger nematodcs, various species
of the one genus Xiphinema.

The first demonstration that eelworms were capable of transmitting
plant viruses was made by Hewitt et al. ( 1958). They showed that
the fanleaf disease of grapevines was spread by the eelworm Xiphinema
index. The distribution of fanleaf disease is very wide, it occurs com­
monly in California, it is common also in Europe where it is known
by a variety of names: roncet, court noué, reisigkrankheit, etc.

Hewitt and his co-workers have investigated the relationship between
the grape fanleaf virus and the vector X. inclex.

Preliminary experiments suggest that the time necessary for the eel­
worm to acquire the virus ( acquisition feed) is comparatively short,
but on the other hand the period during which the eelworm remains
infective ( viruliferous) without access to a further source of virus may
be as Ion? as 30 days. Other preliminary experiments suggest that the
fanleaf virus can be transmittecl by any of the stages of nematode
clevelopment and that transovarial passage of the virus <loes not take
place.

There is also sorne information on the relationships between tobacco
ringspot virus (TRSV) and the eelworm vector Kiphinema americanum.
The eelworm became viruliferous 8--24 hours after having access to
an mlectecl plant. Viruliferous individuals of K. americanum when
storecl in soil at lOºC. for 49 weeks, were still able to transmit TRSV
to 60 of the indicator plants (Bergeson and Athow, 1963). McGuire
( 1964) has studied the efRciency of the eelworm Xiphinema americanum
as a vector of tobacco ringspot virus to young cucumber plants. He
~~un·dr that ~RSV could be transmitted by a single eelworm, but per-
entages of infected plants increased with an increase in the numbert ncmatodes. There seerned to be no difference in transmitting power
etween larvae and adults since four developmental stages tested trans­

"""""S he virus. Single nematodos aequir@ad TRSv íht 24 1ons,
e shortest acquisition fecding time tested. Symptoms of virus infection

usually appeared in 13-25 days in the leaves of plants to which tra
mission had b ·f ¿ M, ans­, · ffi . een e ·ectec. Ne uirc concludes that X. americanum is
an ellicient vector of TRSV.

On the other hand, Bergeson et al. ( 1964) studied the t . · .·
movement, d ·t+ ],:... ransmission,
b , an vector re ahonsh1ps of tohacco rinO"spot vi'rtis · .eans T] a·a o m soy­
coul 1ey I not seem satisfled t_hat nematode transmission alone

el account far the natural spread of TRSV in soybeans a l dan addit ] ana suggeste' 1 10na vector, possibly thrips. 0 •

There seems to be, therefore, as with the mite-transmitted ;
vIruses,
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some kind of biological relationship between virus and eelworm. Thus,
not every speeies of plant-feeding nematode can transmit virus, and the
fact that vinis can be retained by the celworm for long periods seems
to rule out a purely mechanical mode of transfer. As further proof of this,
Harrison ( 19G4) has demonstrated that there are specific nematode
vectors for serologically distinctive forms of raspberry nngspot and
tomato black ring viruses. The list of eelworm-transmitted viruses is now
very long and is likely to be inereased; thus the group of ringspot viruses,
so-called from a common symptom on certam herbaceous hosts, mcludes
tomato black ring, tomato ringspot, raspberry ringspot, arabis mosaie,
cherry rosette, and peach yellow bud mosai~ ( thc last-namecl has
recently been shown by Cadman to be serologically related to tomato
ringspot virus). . .

Strains of tomato black ring virus have been described under chfferent
names in diflerent countries. The original, or type strain, was described
in England by Smith ( 1946), the potato bouquet strain from German
pota to crops ( Kohler, 1952), and the beet ringspot strain from sugarbeet,
pota to, turnip, oat, raspberry, strawberry, and weed plants in Scotland
(Harrison, 1957, 1958). The biology of soil-borne viruses has been re­
viewed in this series ( I-Iarrison 1960).

C. Fungi [Olpidium brassice (or.) Dang.]
The tobacco necrosis viruses form an interesting group of soil-borne

agents, and there has been much speculation on their mode of trans­
mission. These viruses infect the roots of many plant species without
becoming systemie in their host. In the past it had been suggested
that the vector might be a root fungus, but the first circumstantial
evidence of this \\ as pointed out by Teakle ( 1960) and by Te~kle
and Yarwoo<l (1962), who showed that the fungus Olpidium brassicae
was closely associated with infection of plants by one of the tobacco
necrosis virus group ( TNV). .

Teakle ( 1962) has carrie<l out a number of experiments which seem
to prove that Olpidium does in faet transmit TNV. For example, TN
infection of roots was induced only when actively swimming Olpidium
zoospores were able to encyst on the roots of mung bean (Phaseolus
mungo L.) seedlings in the presence of TNV, Mild treatments, such
as aging for half an hour, heating to 35°C. for 10 minutes, and addition
of a very weak solution of copper sulfate inactivated the zoospores
and prevented TNV infection of plants subsequently placed in the
suspensions. The amount of TNV infection was approximately propor-
tional to the number of zoospores. b

In addition to the Californian strain of TNV used in the a ove

experiments, it was show that a strain of TNV from England was
transmitted in a similar manner to cowpea (Vigna sinensis), mungbean,
tomato, and tobacco roots.

It is interesting to find evidcnce suggesting that certain strains of
Olpidium transmit TNV with great regularity, whereas others fail to
do so. Teakle reports that severa! crucifer strains of Olpidium have
not transmitted TNV but lettuce strains have consistently done so.

In a more recent paper Teakle and Gold ( 1963) carried out experi­
ments designed to show that the Olpidium spore acquires and harbors
TNV and that transmission of the virus is not a mere surface contamina­
tion. Thus it was founcl that when dilutions of TNV and its antiserum
were mixed and added to zoospores released into water, no virus trans­
mission to roots resulted from the mixture, but transmission resulted
when zoospores were released from roots into the virus suspension and
the antiserum was added later. Again, the addition of TNV antiserum
to roots hearing zoospores that had encysted on the roots in the presence
of TNV did not prevent TNV infection, although the antiserum inacti­
vated the virus in suspension.

It was not found possible to induce Olpidium to transmit certain
other soil-borne viruses, such as those of tobacco ringspot and tobacco
rattle. However, there is another virus causing "big vein" of Iettuce
which is also apparently transmitted by Olpidium brassicae ( Campbell
and Grogan, 1963). For a long time it was thought that big vein of
lettuce was caused by tobacco necrosis virus but it is now known that
a separate independent virus is the cause. Campbell and Grogan ( 1964)
postulate that Olpidium brassicae carries the virus of lettuce big vein
mternally m the zoospores, as well as within the resting sporangia,
and that exchange of the virus from fungus to host or from host to
fungus occurs during the early stages of infection.

VII. DISCUSION

When the writer first commencecl studies on plant viruses, only a
comparatively few were known and the same was true of the insect
vectors. It was considered that the power to transmit was the property
of only a few insects whose feeding methods specifeally fitted them!f. ach_ieve th1s. At the present time, however, one is compelled to change
ns view_. '"'e know no,v that vectors occur among almost every kind

of organism that feeds upon plants and that the relationships consist
Ulgrades from a purely mechanical contamination to a close biologi­
l relationship between virus and vector. To recapitulate these stages

ther · ti ¡ " · 'Te 1s he purely mechanical contamination of the jaws of a biting
msect; then the · · tl t 1, re 1s 1e nex stage w 1ere mere contamination is not
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enough and regurgitation of virus-containing fluid from the fore-gut
is necessarv for infection. \Vith sap-sucking insects, as we have seen
there is again a gradation of rcbtionship between virus and vector
in which three stages are recognized. These are the stylet-borne, the
circulative, and the propagative; it might be permissible to consider
the stylet-borne viruses as mechanically transmissible were it not for
the c¡uestion of specificit) of transmission among similar aphid species.
Sorne work carriec.1 out by Gamez and atson ( 1964) is rclevant here·
they attempted to transmit the stylet-borne virus of henbane
(Iyoscyamus) mosaic by the artificial insertion of the stylets of
anesthetized aphids into the leaves of infected and healthy tobacco
plants. They conclude that although micromanipulated penetration prob­
ablv only superficially rcsembles natural probing by aphids, it is still
difficult to understand whv henbane mosaic virus was never transmitted
in these experiments if it is carried merely as a contaminant of the
stylet tips.

Then, as regards the circulative type of transmission, why is circula­
tion of the insect's body by the virus necessary? Presumably in one
sense ali aphid-transmitted viruses are circulative since a1l must be
swallowed with the plant sap. Those viruses which are only transmitted
after passage of the inseet's body are mostly, but not entirely, phloem
viruses not mechanically transmitted. Such viruses, then, ohviously could
not be transmittecl by short epidermal stabs but only by prolonged
penetration of the phloem with a plentiful supply of virus from the
gut of the vector.

The propagative type brings us a stage further in the relationship
between virus and vector. Now we have arrived at the point, in some
cases at ali events, where the virus can infect both plant and insect
vector and can be considered as a plant virus or an insect virus.

How do vectors arise? Can it be only an extension of the host
range by frcquent contad, with transmission of the virus merely inci­
dental ancl arising from this contad. \Ve know that plant viruses lose
their vector relationships by long separation of virus and vector, so
why should not the reverse be true ancl vectors arise by long association
hetween the virus and sorne common plant-feeding organism. Examples
of this might be the long association of fig mosaie virus with the fig
mitc, or thc root-infecting virnscs with such common root organisms
as eelworms and fungi. On the othcr hand, it is not always true that
the most common organism which feeds upon a particular plant species
is necessarilv a vector of viruses allecting that plant. This is the case
with thc "phony" cliscase oF the pcach trce ancl thc spike disease of
sanclal.

It cernid be that in consiclering the vector transmission of plant
viruses, wc are mercly observing the gradual extension of the host range
of the viruses by Jong-continncd associalion of insect ancl plant, with trans­
mission an incidental factor arising out of this long-continned association.
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MITE TRANSMISSION OF PLANT VIRUSES

J. T. Slykhuis

I. ITRODUCTION

The author fcels almost apologetic writing a review on this subject
when there have been so few pertinent additions to the literatme since
prcvious reviews were written. Nevertheless, a recent report that the
two-spotted spider mite can transmit a strain of patato virus Y is sig­
nificant, especially since it is the first report with substantial experimental
cvidence to show that a mite other than an eriophyid can transmit
a plant virus. Also, there have been severa] additions to the literature
on c:urrant reversion and wheat streak mosaic. Otherwise, there have
been few new reports of vector experiments with known mite-transmitted
viruses, and no other new examples of mite transmission appear to
havc been proved. There are a number of reports of suspected mite trans­
mission that remain in doubt because they are still inaclequately sup­
ported by experimental proof. These cannot be either accepted or ig­
nored until provecl one way or the other.

As we review the investigations that have been done on mites ancl
the virnses they transmit, wc note the peculiaritics of each relationship

97
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and become impressed by the opportunities, difficulties, and hence the
challenges that rernain in this rclatively littlc explored fielcl of virology.

II. CIARACTERISTICS OF MTTEs TnT TRANSMIT PLANT VIRUSES

Only mites in the families Eriophyidae and Tetranychidae have been
implicated with plant virus transmission. The mites in both families
are specialized for piereing plant cells and sucking their contents, but
they differ in many physical and behavioral charactenst1cs.

A. Eriophyidae

l. General Characteristics
Most mites reported to transmit plant viruses belong to the Erio­

phyidae, a taxonomically distinet family that does not __appear to be
élosely related to any other group of mites (Keifer, 1952). They are
tiny creatures that average about 0.2 mm. in length. Their main distinc­
tion is the posscssion of only four legs. The gemtaha are just behind
the Iegs, and the abdomen is elongate with the surface charactenzed
bv narrow transverse rings typically bearing beadlike microtubercles.

The developmental history of eriophyids is simple and may be com­
pleted in 6 days ( Staples and Allington, 1956) but u~ually takes 10-14
days at summer temperatures. There are two nymphal instars, the second
terrninating in a resting period or pseudopupa, during which the
genitalia form and protrude through the body wall. Males are usually
smaller than females and in some species are rarely observed. Sorne
species have two types of females, one being specialized for hibernation.

2. IIost Specificity
Eriophyids have intimate and usually highly speeife host relations.

Some species parasitize only certain species of one plant genus. Others
have hosts in several genera, but it is rare for one mite species to ha
hosts in more than one plant family. All are essentially parasites O

perennial plants because they have no resistant forros that can survve
long periods in the absence of a living host plant. Annuals do not
ordinarily afford the necessary stable basis for colony founding and per
petuation. but there are exceptions in which anuals become infested
by mites from perennials. Sometimes an anual favorable to the mites
grows in an overlapping sequence, providing suitable immature plants
to sustain mites throughout the year. Thus eriophyid mites are perpetu
ated on wheat in arcas where wheat streak mosaic virus is a serious
prohlem (Slykhuis, 1955).

3. Feecling Aieclwnism ancl llabit;s
Eriophyid mites feed by sucking plant juices in a manner that appears

to be well suited far the transmission of plant viruses. Their slender
stylets, which rest in a groove in the rostrum, puncture plant tissue
but cause little apparent damage to the cells. The rostrum is a jointed
structure, the apex of which is a pair of pads that apparently conduct
saliva to the stylets and suck up plant juices.

Eriophyids usually feed on young tissues and so are frequently found
in buds and on young leaves. Most species cause no noticeable injury
to their hosts, and since they are so minute, their presence is usually
overlooked. A minority of species cause visible in_iuries that may range
from leaf discolorations to varied malformations, galls, and bud blasting.
It is sometimes very difficult to distinguish virus symptoms from mite
injury.

4. Movement
The range of independent movement of eriophyids is limited by

their small size and their dependence on specific hosts for food and
protection from desiccation. Massee ( 1928) reported that hlack currant
gall mites were transported by aphids, bees, and coccinellid beetles.
AIthough Aceria tulipae may also be carried to a limited extent by
insects (Gibson and Painter, 1957), wind is of major importance in
dispersing these mi tes in wheat fields ( Slykhuis, 1955), and the spread
of wheat streak mosaic is strongly influenced by wincl. The black currant
gall mite is stimulated by certain wind speeds to stand erect, then
leap; thus it accommodates itself to be carried away bv the wind ( Smith
1959).

5. Specil Techniques for Experimentation with Eriophyicl Vectors
The extremely small size and the fragility of the eriophyids necessi­

tates special considerations not needed for experimentation with larger
vectors. A lens ( 10 X) is required to see them, a dissecting microscope
( 20-40 X) is needed when manipulating them individually, an<l a com­
pound microscope with oil immersion lens is essential when making
taxonomic determinations. lt is indeed an advantage that they canot
hop, run about quickly, or fly like leafhoppers and thrips. Instead, they
crawl about and will cling to many objects that contact them. A single
fine hair from a camel's-hair brush cemented to a handle about the
size of a pencil is a convenient tool for transferring either mites or
ggs because they cling to the hair but can be wiped oll without injury.

Caging is simple lor sorne types of experimentation but difficult
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for others. In the greenhousc it is easy enough to prevent spread from
one potted plant to another by covering the plants with cages con­
structed of clear sheet plastic, using a close-weave, wl11te Dacron taffeta
cloth over ventilator openings. Sometimes it is convenient to grow
scedlings of a host plant such as wheat in sterilized soil in large test
tubes ( 2.5 X 25 cm.) tightly plugged with cotton. The test tubes thus
confine the plants and any mites placed on them, and exclude uwanted
mites or predators. However, the small size and mobility of the miles
on the plant cause difficulties in experiments that require repeatecl
handling of individual mites. A mite placed on a plant will usually
wancler°about befare settling down to feed. It is very difficult to find
again, without damaging the plant during the search, especially if it
entcrs a leaf whorl or bud. e have developed a cage to confine mites
on a leaf on a wheat plant and prevent their escape to the whorl, but
efRcient transmission of virus has been achievecl only when mi tes were
allowed freeclom to move to the younger tissues at the base of the leaf.
Certain eriophyicls feed in buds, galls, or other sheltered locations. This
creates serious difficulties if you wish to observe feeding or ascertain
when the plant is free from all mites. Techniques for working with mite
transmission of viruses on different hosts vary, but the problems related
to manipulating such tiny vectors are difficult for all.

B. Tetranychidae, the Spider Mites

1. General Characteristics
The Tetranychidae are all plant feeders, and receive the name "spider

mite" from the ability of most species to spin a fine web over the
Ieaves of the plants on which they feed. At times the entire plant
may be covered by the webbing. These mites vary in color from yello­
ish, greenish, and orange to red. They are 8-legged, medium-sized
mites (up to 0.80 mm. long), oval or pear-shaped with the narro
portian toward the rear, and possess more or less marked shoul<lers.
A pair of eyes is locate<l on cach side of the propodosoma (Baker
and Wharton, 1952).,

Some species overwinter as ggs, but Tetranychus telarius L. (the
two-spotted spider mite) overwinters as a<lult females. After matmg,

f <l l ] ·r g a totalthe females lay eggs at the rate o 2 to 6 a ay, eac 1 c. epos1 111 '
of 70 or more during her lifetime. The spherical, shiny eggs are usually
attached to the web on the uderside of the leaf. In warm conditio'
they hatch in 4 or 5 days, emerging as 6-legged larvae, but after moltino .. :. ¿dhering
they emerge as 8-leggecl protonymphs. Thc molted skms remam ,ic. :::,
to the leaf, an<l, if numerous enough, give the leaf a silvery appearance.

The fema les molt thrce times, the males only twice (Metcalf et al.,
1962). The females become larger and more glohose than thc males.
In the summer the females predominate, but as cold weather approaches
the numbers of males and females are more nearly equal. The females
live ahout 17 days in midsummer to severa! months in winter, an<l are
not very active. The males are shorter lived than the females and
move about rapidly when not mating. They are smaller an<l narrower
than the females, and the abdomen can telescope considerably during
mating. Parthenogenesis has been reported, hut only males are pro­
duced from thc unfcrtilized eggs ( Baker and Wharton, 1952).

The developmental period of spider mites varies widely with tempera­
ture. One female can give rise in 1 month, through succeeding genera­
tions, to a progeny of 20 mites at 60°, about 13,000 at 70°, and well
over 13 million at 80°F. constant temperature ( Smith, 1952).

2. IIost Specificity
The Tetranychidae are not usually host specific. \i\lhen one food

plant becomes crowded they will migrate to other plants. Practically
all species are or appear to be potential pests, and frequently several
species may be faund on one plant. The Tctranychidae are probably
the most destructive family of plant-feeding mites and may occur on
a wide range of economic plants ( Mctcalf et al., 1962).

3. Feeding Mechanism

They feed by piercing the leaves with styletlikc chelicerae and
sucking cellnlar material. The leaves become blotched with pale yellow
and reddish-brown spots, ranging from small specks to large areas on
both leaf surfaces. hen mite populations are large the leaves develop
a pale, sickly appearance, eventually die, and <lrop from thc plant.

4. Mocements

Spider mites can migrate from plant to plant. They can be dispersed
with infected plant material and probably by wind. They are common
pests both in the field and in greenhouses. Their mobility and wide
host range favor their widespread distribution.

5. Techniques for Experimenting with Tetranychidae

Since the Tetranychidae may feed and breed on a wi<le range of
plants, there is considerable choice of hosts for rearing and virus trans­
mss1on experiments. Schulz (1963) reared Tetranychas telarius on bush
bean, then sed potato and Ncotiana glutinosa as virus sources and
potato as test plants. Tetranycll//s telarius is not as small or fragile
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as the eriophyids and apparently can be manipulatcd and observed
more readily during transmission experiments.

III. Vmus TnANSMISSION BY ERIOPIIYIDAE

The first evidenee that mites transmitted a plant virus was presented
by Amos et al. (1927) when they reported a correlation between infesta­
tion with the black currant gall mite, and the development of reversion
disease of black currants. Substantiating evidence was not published
until 1952 (Massee, 1952). Late that year there vvas evidence that an­
other eriophyid mite, was a vector of a very different virus, wheat
strcak mosaic virus (Slykhuis, 1953b, 1955). Eriophyid mi tes are now
known to transmit six different viruses (Table I). Although there are
indications that other viruses may also be transmitted by eriophyids,
substantiation seems difRicult to achieve.

Three of the mite-transmitted viruses-currant reversion virus (CRV),
fig mosaic virus (FMV), and peach mosaic virus (PMV)-appear to
infect only specific woody plants, and can be transmitted artificially
only by grafting and perhaps by dodder. The other three-wheat streak
mosaic virus (VSMV), wheat spot mosaic virus (WSpMV) and ryegrass
mosaic virus ( RMV )-infect only grasses. Only SMV and RMV have
been transmitted manually by the leaf-rubbing method.

In the following, the viruses transmitted by eriophyids are discussed
in the arder in which their transmissibility by mites was discovered.

A. Currant Reversion

Reversion of black currants (Ribes nigrum L.) was the first plant
disease suspected to be causcd by a mite-transmitted virus ( Amos et
al., 1927; Massee, 1952).

1. The Disease and Its Distribution

The disease was called "reversion" hecause the character of the leaves
changed and the affected bushes were thought to have reverted to the
wild type. Reversion was recorded in Holland an<l Germany in 1904;
by 1912 it was becoming well-known in black currants in southern
England ( Anonymous, 1927 ), where it became widespread even in
plantations of the most up-to-date growers. It incited much concern be­
cause most reverted bushes soon ceased to bear fruit and appeared to
be sources of further infection. Reversion has been reported widespread
and destructive in coastal districts of Norway, (Jostad, 1928), in
Denmark (Anonymous, 1929), Sweden (Lihnell, 1949), and the U.S.S.R.
( Dounin, 1939). It has been reportcd in only one field in Cana da
(MeLarty, 1942), and was recorded for the first time in Austria in 1960

(Glaeser, 1961). In Denmark, black currants appeared to be the princi­
pal host, but red currants ( R. ulgare) and flowering currants ( R.
sanguinea) showed symptoms of reversion under conditions indicating
that the disease had spread from black currants.

2. The Black Currant Gall Mite

The black currant gall mite, Phytoptus ( = Eriophyes) ribis
(Westw.) Nalepa, which usually accompanies reversion, was recognized
as a serious pest of black currants long befare the reversion disease
was recognized (Massee, 1928). It was known in a number of localities
in Scotland as far back as 1850, and was described by Westwood in
1869. A condition called "big bud" develops as a result of mites infesting
buds and causing them to swell ( Plate I). Although black currants
are the host of major concern, P. ribis may also infest red and white
currants, the mountain currant ( Ribes alpinum L.) and gooseberry.

P. ribis is dependent on Ribes spp. throughout its life history. The
mites emerge from infested buds from early March to mid-June, reaching
the height of their migration during the latter part of April or in May.
Temperature seems to be one of the main controlling factors. During
the migration period they live and feed without protection on the outer
bud scales, shoots, an<l leaves. They disperse by crawling clown bud
stems. They sometimes make a sudden leap and light on leaves near
the buds, or attach themselves to insects, or are carried by the wind
to other bushes. Sorne make their way to the petiole and enter between
its upper surface and the main stem, where they feed, reproduce, and
eventually enter the almost invisible buds. As the lower leaves of the
new shoots harden, the mites migrate toward the newly developing
leaves near the apex, where most of the infestation finally develops.
They have been observed to copulate on leaves, then they may enter
new buds from the end of May to late July. They lay eggs and multiply
rapidly in the buds. Big buds may appear as early as July and become
abundant by September to November but sometimes continue to de­
velop until March. The buds become globular and twice normal size.
Slightly swollen buds may produce small, crumpled leaves, but most
dry up and die in early summer. Sometimes mite-infested buds do not
" but dry out the following spring or surmer (Plate I, Figs.

3. Differentiation of Reversion Symptoms

Sinee the "big bud" mites had been associated with serious damage
to currants for many years and were usually quite abundant 011 diseased
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flowers, and sterility were often associate<l with reversion, these condi­
tons were not always evident on diseased bushes. They could result
from different causes, so they were not in themselves good diagnostic
symptoms. True reversion coul<l be detected earliest from leaf character­
istics of shoots from buds near the top or base of the previous year's
wood. The reverted leaf tended to be narrower and smaller than normal,
and flattened at the base by a reduction in depth of the basal sinus.
The Ieaf was <leficient in subsidiary veins, the margin was more coarsely
toothed with fewer teeth that do not each receive a subvein, and the leaf
surlace was more coarsely rugose. However, the similar-appearing "false
reversion" condition sometimes developed from damaged or divided tips,
by the forcing into growth of dormant buds, or by growth impeded
by drought. As such shoots grew, the new leaves tended to be normal.
In true reversion the basal leaves of shoots could have five or more
submain veins, an<l only the later-formed leaves reveal any shortage.

Eventually it was shown that reversion symptoms developed on all
previously normal plants grafted to or inarched with reverted plants
when there was strong evidence that mi tes were not present ( Amos
et al., 1927). This suggested that reversion was caused by a virus
and was not just a manifestation of mite injury; however, it appears
that there was no absolute certainty that mites were not present. Thresh
( 1963) described leaf malformations "false" revcrsion, which could
be confused with reversion symptoms ( Plate I, Figs. 2-4). These were
attributed to P. ribis alone because the plants recovered after the mites
were eliminated, but true reversion symptoms persisted. Transmission
of reversion with assurance that mites were not transferred on the scion
material appears to have been accomplished by patch bark grafting
( Cropley et al., 1964).

4. Relation of Mites to Reversion Disease
Although true reversion symptoms sometimes appeared on shoots

or even whole bushes on which mites were not observed, and sorne
mite-infeste<l bushes did not develop reversion symptoms, a correlation
was shown between infestation by the big bud mite and the development
of reversion ( Amos et al., 1927). In experiments at East Malling, 90
of normal bushes developed reversion after mites from reverted bushes
were established 011 them, but only 8 of the controls in which big
bud did not appear showed symptoms. Since the cause of reversion
appeared to be graft-transmissible, these and results reported by Lees
(1925) suggested that reversion was caused by a mite-transmitted virus.

The foregoing circumstantial evidence was later confirme<l in experi­
ments by Massee ( 1952). He selected 30 healthy Baldwin black currant
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F1a. 3. Reverted black currant leaf.
F1a. 4. Normal black currant leaf.

Fic. 5. An almost hairless lower bud of a reverted bush (left) and a normal
flower bud (right). (Photograpls supplied by ]. M. Thresh.)

bushes, Lees at first suspected that the abnormal leaf symptoms called
"reversion" ·were caused by mites feeding in the lmds, the numbers
of mi tes determining the severity of damage ( Thrcsh, 1964b). La ter he
dif-fercntiated "false reversion," a temporary condition, which the plants
outgrew and which was not associated with crop loss. Amos and Hatton
(1927) stressed the faet that although a number of abnormalities such
as "nettlehead" ( a crow<lcd, woo<ly growth from lateral buds), abnormal

F1c. l. A dormant shoot of black currant bearing a normal elongate bud (top),
a swollen mite-infested bud ( bottorn), an<l a small infeste<l bud ( center).

Fic. 2. Black currant leaf severely malformed by efleets of mites (Phytoptus
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bushes and planted them in 8-inch pots in November 1942; 24 plants
to be inoculatcd were placed in an insectary compartment along with
6 reverted bnshes. The other 6 healthy plants were placed in a separate
insectary to serve as untreated controls. Ali test bushes received similar
pruning. fertilizer, and tar oil treatment during the 3 years of the test.
The 6 control plants were kept as free from mites as possible by spraymg
with 3 lime sulfur each year at the end of March and by dusting
with flowers of sulfur and nicotine from time to time each summer.
The 24 test plants were inoculatecl by placeing 40 mites on each of
12 bncls on each plant, by cutting up big buds from reverted plants
and then placing portions in the axils of 12 buds of each plant, and
by placing other portions of buds on the soil by each plant. Such
multiple inoculations were repeated monthly from December 1942 to
April 1943, started again in November 1943 and continued to April
1944, and repeated during the winter of 1944-1945. Although Massee
indicated that at other times it was often very diffieult, if not impossible,
to transfer mites successfully from reverted to healthy plants, in this
experiment mites were established on ali 24 inoculated plants during
the first year. The numbers of big buds per plant varied considerably
after one year but did not increase materially during the second and
third years. Reversion symptoms were evident on 10 bushes during
the first year, 9 in the second, and on each of the 24 bushes by the
third vear, whereas none of the 6 control plants showed reversion.

Although the above results indeed confirmed the previous circurn­
stantial evidence, actually they too provided only circumstantial evidence
that the mites transmitted a virus causing reversion. The large numbers
of mites which inc:lude 2400 transferred to each bush each year, plus
the undetermined numbers that would emerge from the pieces of buds
placed on each plant, is a tremendous number of mites for virus trans­
mission. Since the mites that were transferred and the numbers that
cleveloped on the bushes were sufficient to cause big buds, it seems
possible they could have caused reversionlike leaf symptoms, even if
a virus were not present. The controls were plants kept mite-free so
we still do not know the eflects of virus-free mites. Another factor
in Massee's experiments is that the bushes were kept in close association
with reverted bushes. It therefore remains possible that vectors other
than mites could have come from thc reverted bushes.

The latter criticism appears to have been avoided by Smith (1961),
who achieved more facility in establishing mites on new bushes by
using mites from galled bu<ls collectcd from reverted bushes during the
normal mite migration period in spring and early summer. The mites
were manipulatecl with a single hair, and placed, inclivi<lually or in

groups, near or in thc axils of new shoots of Bal<lwin black currant
scedlings, or on 1-year-old plants transplanted from the nursery. He
reported that although the mites he transferred penetrated to the centers
of many buds, they survived and reproduced in fewer than 1 of the
buds. However, even a single mite was found capable of starting an
infestation leading to bud galling and the transmission of reversion.

This experiment again confirms the association between the mites
and the clevelopment of reversion symptoms, but again sufficient miles
were present to cause big buds before reversion symptoms developed.
It does not prove that mites without a virus could not cause thc
symptoms.

Thresh ( 1964b) evidently avoided direct <lamage by mites. He in­
fested small currant seedlings with mites from diseased bushes, and
after 4 days he dipped the plants in 0.05 endrin solution to destroy
the mites. Although it is not evident what assurance there was that
this treatment destroyed ali mites that may have been sheltered within
buds, he reported that the seedlings developed no recognizecl mite injury
or bud ?alis,. yet some developed reversion symptoms. The presence
of reversion virus was confrmed by patch-grafting to healthy bushes.

Smith ( 1962) was unable to demonstrate a correlation between the
distribution of reversion and the spread of gall mites from reverted
bushes to healthy plants in a currant plantation, but the time of reversion
spread correlated with the time of mite dispersal between April 1 and
June 28, 1960. Earlier observations by Lees (Thresh, 1964b) and Swar­
brick and Berry (1937) indicated that healthy currant bushes were not
as readily infested with mites as bushes with reversion symptoms. This
was confirmed by Cropley et al. ( 1964) on patch bark graft inoculated
bushes, and by Thresh ( 1964a), who suggested that the decreased hairi­
ness on flowvers ( Plate I, Fig. 5) and vegetative parts facilitated the
movement of mites and their entry into susceptible buds, thus decreasing
the period of exposure during which they may desiccate or starve.
Thresh interprets the phenomenon as a striking evolutionary adaptation
between mites and reversion of mutual advantage. The virus increases
the susceptibility of currant bushes to the mites without decreasing the
vegetative vigor or numbers of buds available far colonization by mites
The heavy populations of mites that develop on reverted bushes increase
the rate of spread of mites to other bushes. Although the mites
not readily colonize healthy bushes they may inoculate them :ti may
versi h5.] ¡]] wItn re­

s1011, w 11c 1 w1 eventually render the bushes more favorabl f ·col · t H "" te tor mite
omzaton. He suggests that the damage caused by mites as vectors

of reversion, which causes sterility, is much more important than their
effects on buds.



5. Mites in Relation to Discase Control
Earlv recommendations for the control of reversion included removal

of reverted bushes to climinate sourccs of disease, and the application
of lime sulfur sprays shortly after leaves appeared in spring to kill
mites emerging from buds (Amos et al., 1927). A voluntary scheme
for inspection and certification of b!ack currant planling stock was imple­
mented in England and proved ellective in reducing erop losses. A
similar scheme initiated in Denmark in 1949 is credited with largely
eliminating rcversion in most nurseries under oflicial supervision, but
the disease is still widespread in garclcns ( Kristcnsen and Christensen,
1957). .

Although the disease is still widespread in England, the control
measures, designed primarily to control the mites, are considered eflec­
tive and practical (Thresh, 1964c). No systemic acaricides suitable for
killing miles protC'cted within thc buds have bcen found, but lime sulfur
is still an effective spray i f u sed judiciously (Smith, 1960). ettable
sulfur, endoslfan, and endrin have also proved eflective. Time of spray
applications is important. Ten weekly applications of endrin during the
migration period of the mites completely prevented spread of mites
and reversion, but fewer applications of any of thc recommended
miticides were less ellective (Thresh, 1964d). Recent confirmation that
reverted bushes are more susceptible and thus become more heavily
colonized by mites than healthy bushes emphasizes the importance of
removing reverted bushes to reduce mite populations and spread
(Thresh, 1964a).

6. Problems of Icstigating Mte-Transmission of Currant Recersion

' i /'1/S
Although successive experiments and practical aspects of control con­

firm the hypothesis that currant reversion is caused by a mite-transmitted
virus, uncomplicatecl proof has been difficult to achievc. As assessed
by Thresh ( 1964h), serious technical problems hamper critical experi­
ments. Indeed, the tiny, fragile mites are clifficult enough to manipulate,
but thev are even more dif-Rcult to culture on healthy black currants
under conditions sufficiently controlled to assure exclusion of contami­
nants. It is dilfieult to establish virus-free colonies of mites. Their
freeclom from infectivity cannot be cletermined quickly because reversion
symptoms do not develop until the bushes have been infected for 1
to 3 years. The earliest symptoms are often missed ancl chronic symptoms
may be maskecl by mito, insect damage, or confusecl ,:vith effects of
other factors. On the other hand, it can be diffieult to maintain mito-free

currants without repeatecl spraying. Even after miticide treatments it
is not always possible to be certain, without clissecting the buds, that
plants are absolutely mite-free.

Progress in studying virus-vector relationships has been understand­
ably slow, and little is known about physical properties of reversion
virus. The absence of a reliable rapid means of detecting reversion
virus has remained a handicap to virus and vector research. Perhaps
the clifficulties have discouraged confirmatory experiments on the trans­
mission of currant reversion in the many areas of northern Europe
where reversion and the currant gall mites have been reported, but it
seems highly desirable that the relation of mites to virus spread should
be studied in at least a few of these other arcas.

B. Wheat Streak Mosaic

\Vheat streak mosaic virus (\VSMV) was the seconcl plant virus
shown to be transmitted by an eriophyid mite. In many respects a
comparison of wheat streak mosaic and currant reversion is a study
in contrasts. Despite the similar type of vector, the hosts, viruses, and
diseases differ greatly.

1. The Disease and Its Distribution

The disease identified as wheat streak mosaic was first collected
in Kansas in 1932, but a mosaic found on wheat in Nebraska in 1922
appears to have been caused by a juice-transmissible virus and was
probably wheat streak mosaic (McKinney, 1937). Since then it has caused
heaviest Iosses of wheat yield in western Kansas in 1949 and 1959
(Fellows, 1949; King and Sill, 1959), and from time to time has caused
serious losses in other states over the great plains including Nebraska
( Staples and Allington, 195G), South Dakota (Slvkhuis, 1952), Colorado
(Atkinson, 1949), Wyoming (Walters, 1954), Montana (McNcal and
Dubbs, 1956), and as far north as southern Alberta, Canacla ( Slykhuis,
1953b). Although less serious, we have found it also in southwestern
Saskatchewan. It has been renorted in western North Dakota (Timian
and Bissonnette, 1964), Idaho ( Fin ley, 1957), Washington ( Bruehl and
Keifer, 1958), and California (Houston and Oswald, 1952). The most
southerly limit has been northem Oklahoma (Wadsworth, 1949) and
the Texas panhanclle ( Ashworth ancl Futrell, 19Gl). It has not been
reported further east in the United States than the western edge of
Iowa (Wallin, 1950), but in 19G4 a few mosaic-diseased plants collected
near London, Ontario, Canada, were found to be infected with WSMV
( Slykhuis, 19G4). The only countries in which WSMV has been identified
outside North America are Rumania ( Pop, 19G2) ancl Jordan ( Slykhuis
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and Bell, 1961). A diseasc of wheat in the Krasnodar region in the
U.S.S.R. may be wheat streak mosaic (Razvyazkina et al., 1963).

In all areas where ,, S.V has been reported, winter wheat culture
is practieed. Although the virus may attack spring wheat, corn, and other
spring-sown crops, its occurrence is still associated with winter wheat.
hen wheat is heavily infectecl while very young the plants can be

severely stunted and may die without producing seed; thus the entire
vielcl of hcavily infectecl fielcls may be lost. In 1959 approximately 20
of the wheat crop of Kansas was lost because of severe infection with
WSMV (King ad Sill, 1959).

2. Differentiation of Wheat Streak Mosaic Virus

Althogh chlorotie dashes and streaks, stunting, and necrosis of
wheat plants may be caused by diflerent factors, the presence of WSMV
can be checked readily by simple, manual transmission procedures. Fresh
diseased leaves may be grouncl wilh mortar and pestle, or the juice
cxtractecl by other means, diluted 1/4 to 1/40 with water to increase the
,·olume of inoculurn, and then, either with or without an abrasive such
as fine carborundum powder or celite, rubbed on leaves of healthy
wheat plants, preferably in the 2- to 3-leaf stage. If the plants are
then kept in a greenhouse at 20°-25°C., faint chlorotic dashes and
streaks will be visible in 6 to 8 days and should show clearly in 2
to 3 weeks. By such tests, wheat streak mosaic was identified as a
virus disease long before its natural means of transmission was surmised.

Strains of SMV and other viruses were initially characterized by
the symptoms each produced on wheat under standard conditions, but
diflerences in reactions of other hosts were important characteristics
( McKinney, 1937, 1944; Slykhuis, 1952, 1961a). A number of alternative
rnethods can now be used to distinguish WSMV from other viruses
causing mosaie symptoms on wheat. Electron microscopy reveals the
particles of SMV to be flexuous rods about 700 m long, in contrast
to the rnuch shorter rods of barley stripe mosaic virus and the soil-borne
wheat rnosaic virus (Brandes and Wetter, 1959), ancl the polyhedral
particles of brornegrass rnosaic virus (Chiu and Sill, 1963). The particles
of SMV are indistinguishable frorn those of Agropyron mosaic virus
( Staples and Brakke, 1963), but we have found these viruses are dis­
tinguishable hy thcir synergistic.: reaction in combined infections in
wheat, and by specifie serological reactions as well as by diflerential
hosts. Thus SMV, which can be transmitted so readily artificially
and which has such a short incubation period in a host that is easily
grown from secd in the greenhouse, provides many conveniences for in­
vestigation not available to investigators of currant revcrsion virus.

3. The Vector Iunt
Early tests had evidently indicated that WSMV was not soil-bome

(MeKinney, 1944), but there is little record of atternpts to find a vector
until the serious outbreaks of the disease occurred in Colorado in 1947,
and in Kansas and Nebraska in 1949. Although Atkinson ( 1949, 1952)
reported that the aphids Toxoptera graminum (Rond.) and Rhopalo­
siphm prunifoliae (Fitch.) transrnitted western wheat mosaic virus
( a strain of WSMV) in Colorado, such results were not confirmed by
other investigators. It now appears probable that his aphids were
transmitting barley yellow dwarf virus, which was not yet recognized
but which is now known to be transrnitted by the species named, or
perhaps the real vector of WSMV was present with the aphids he
tested. At Ieast 23 species of insects were testecl in Kansas (Connin,
1952). The leafhopper Endria inimica ( Say) was associated with virus
transrnission in sorne of these tests, but it failed to transrnit the virus
in later tests. Field experiments in South Dakota showed that WSMV
was being spread naturally from early June until Septernber; most spread
occurre<l during July ancl August ( Slykhuis, 1952). There was circum­
stantial evidence that insects were associated with transrnission, but
no speeife insect was shown to transmit SMV. Endria inimica in­
<luced mosaic syrnptoms, but these were symptoms of a hitherto unrecog­
nizecl virus disease Iater named wheat striate rnosaic ( Slykhuis, 1953a).
In sorne tests naturally cliseasecl wheat was kept in cages with openings
joine<l to cages confining healthy plants. Insects were introduced to
test their ability to transmit VSMV. Sometimes test plants developed
streak rnosaic evcn when no insect was introduced. Since thrips were
usually present on the naturally diseasecl wheat and sorne of them mi­
grated to the test plants, they were suspected to be vectors. However,
tests with thrips rnanually transferrecl frorn diseased wheat failed to
show that they coulcl transmit.

hen wheat streak mosaic was found in southern Alberta in 1952
tests with thrips were continue<l. Since cages with screen fine enough
to exclude thrips did not always prevent the spread of VSMV from
naturally diseased to healthy wheat, sornething srnaller than tluips must
have been the vector. Attention therefore becarne focused on tiny
eriophyid mites, Aceria tulipae (K.) (Plate II, Figs. 6-8), noticed on
diseased wheat (Plate III, Fig. 9) ( Slykhuis, 1953b, 1955). The first
test showed that rnites frorn diseased wheat induccd streak rnosaic symp­
toms ( Plate III, Fig. 10) on test plants, and the presence of WSMV
as confirmed by artificial transmission. Mites transferred at any stage,
including first nymph, second nymph, or adult, or while molting, coul<l
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infeet wheat seedlings with WSMV. About 1 of the mites tested singly
on wheat seedlings transmitted. The virus was not carried by eggs;
hence eggs hatched on healthy plants were the origin of noninfective
colonies of mites that did not induce mosaic symptoms until after they
were fed on diseased plants. Nymphs acquired the virus during access
periods of 30 minutes or longer, but older adults did not appear able
to acquire virus. Mites reared on diseased wheat remained infective
until the ninth <lay after removal to Lolium perenne L. plants which
were immune to WSMV.

Mite transmission of WSMV was soon confirmed in Kansas ( Connin,
1953) and Nebraska ( Staples and Allington, 1956). Since then A. tulipae
has been found to be a vector of WSMV everywhere it has been tested
in the United States. Furthermore, the same mite species is the only
known vector of a virus identified as WSMV in Rumania in 1960 ( Pop,
1962). Also, WSMV coilected in Jordan in 1961 was transmitted by
our Canadian cultures of A. tulipae ( Slykhuis and BeII, 1963).

4. Aceria tulipae in Relation to the Epidemiology of WVheat Streak
Mosaic

In contrast to the concern about mites on currants long befare currant
reversion was recognized, no attention was paid to eriophyid mites
on wheat until A. tulipae was found to be the vector of WSMV, Since
then this mite has received considerable attention and mite infestations
on wheat have been correlated with the spread of the disease.

Usually all stages of A. tulipae can be found on immature diseased
wheat. Although the mites may be extremely abundant they are usually
overlooked unless a deliberate search is made with a 10 X lens. The
sizes of eggs vary from 35 42 to 46 65; frst nymphs, 33 80
to 47 x 150; second nymphs, 38 X 140 to 57 3 206; and adults,
38 X 173 to 63 X 285• Reproduction appears to be entirely partheno­
genic on wheat and each individual can produce at least 12 to 16
eggs. Since the life cycle from egg to egg can be completed in 7 to
10 days at 24° to 27°C., tremendous populations can develop quickly
on immature wheat during summer. The mites cause wheat leaves to
roll inward, forming a tube within which the mites are protected. The
tip of the new leaf emerging as the plant grows is often caught in
the rolled leaf immediately below it; thus the new leaf is usuaIIy looped
as well as rolled ( Plate III, Fig. 9). Nonviruliferous mi tes do not
normally cause chlorotic symptoms that could be confused with mosaic
symptoms on wheat.
heat streak mosaic can be transmitted by the mites to barley,

oats, corn, rye, and a number of wild annual grasses as well as to

8

Frc. 6. Eggs and various stages of Aceria tulipae on the upper surface of a
wheat leaf.

FIc. 7. Lateral view of an adult Aceria tulipae about 250 long.
Frc. 8. Ventral view of Aceria tulipae female.
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F1c. 9. Effccts on winter whcat of Aceria tulipae and viruses it carries. Kharhov
22 MC wheat was infested with (A) noninfective mites, ( B) mites that acquired
wheat streak mosaic virus from manually inoculated wheat, ( C) mites carrying wheat
Spot mosaic virus only, anti ( D) mites carrying both wheat streak and wheat spot
mosaic viruses.

Frc. I0. fosaic symptoms caused on wheat by wheat streak mosaie virus trans­
mitted by Aceria tulipae.

Ftc. ll. Symptoms caused on wheat by wheat spot mosaie virus transmitted by
Aceria tulipae.
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wheat. Aceria tulipae from wheat can colonize some common perennials
including Poa pratensis L., P. nervosa (Hook.) Vasey, Agropyron smithii
Rydb., ancl l/ordeum ¡ubatum L., which are apparently immune to
WSMV. It has also colonized Agropyron trichophorum (Link) Richt.,
Elymus canadensis L., E. virginicus L., Oryzopsis hymenoides (Roem.
& Schult.) Hicker, and Poa compressa L., a few plants of each of
which have been infected with WSMV (Connin, 1956; McKinney and
Fellows, 1951; Sill ancl Connin, 1953; Slykhuis, 1955; Staples and Alling­
ton, 1956). Sorne of these or other perennial grasses may be the natural
reservoirs of WSMV and mites that attack wheat, but as yet no perennial
that harbors both mites and WSMV has been shmvn to be a source of
infection for wheat in the field.

Not all mites identified as A. tulipae on perennial plants will colonize
wheat readily. Although Connin ( 1956) transferred A. tulipae success­
fully from naturally infested Elymus canadensis and Agropyron smithii
to wheat, Slykhuis (1955) failed. Similarly, A. tulipae from Poa com­
pressa in Alberta ( Holmes et al., 1961) did not survive when transferred
to wheat. However, Del Rosario ( 1959) reportecl a low infestation of
wheat with A. tulipae from Agropyron smithii (1.9) and from onions
(9.23), and mites from both sourccs were able to transmit SMV
from wheat to wheat.

Although perennial plants have been considered the primary host of
eriophyids because they provide a continuity of living tissue to sustain
thc mi tes around the year ( Keifer, 1952), the annual plant, wheat,
is the majar host involved in epidemics of A. tulipae and WSMV. Im­
mature wheat is such a favorable host that large populations of virulifer­
ous mites can develop quickly. As the wheat matures or dies it cannot
sustain the mites, but mites spread by wincl or insects to other immature
wheat multiply rapidly and perpetuate the population. Thus, winter
wheat infected with mites and the virus in the fall harbors them over
the winter. The next spring and summer the mites multiply on the
overwintered wheat, which then may be a source of serious infection
in spring wheat. Lightly infected spring wheat can carry mites and
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virus without obvious damage. Voluteer wheat or shoots of hailed crops
can perpctuatc the species and thc virus through late summer after
the winter wheat crops have matured. Such infested immature wheat
surviving through the summer until a new winter wheat crop emerges
near it in the late summer or early foil can complete an annual cyele
of imrnature wheat most favorable to mite and virus perpetuation. A
break in the continuity of immature wheat almost eliminates the disease:
therefore, this disease is not kown in spring wheat in Alberta,
Saskatchewan, or South Dakota outside the arcas where winter wheat
is grown, or in other wheat-growing areas where, for one reason or
other, immature wheat is absent far long perio<ls befare a new crop
is planted ( Slykhuis, 1952, 1955).

Although wheat is the main plant to consider in the epidemiology
of \\ S\I\ an<l A. tulipae, other less susceptible annuals such as barley
may sometimes contribute to oversummering the disease. Fall rye is
not readil) infected with \\ SMV an<l is a poor host for mites; however,
there was circumstantial evidence in 1964 that overwintered rye was
a souree of streak mosaic infection of some spring wheat fields in
southern Alberta ( Atkinson and Grant, 1964). This situation may have
developcd because conditions were exceptionally favorable far the
spread of wheat streak mosaic to all susceptible hosts in September
and October 1963 (T. G. Atkinson and Slykhuis, 1963).

5. Mites in Relation to Disease Control
Even befare A. tulipae was found to be a vector of WSMV, it

was realized that the early seeding of winter wheat near diseased im­
mature wheat exposed the winter wheat to infection, and control recom­
mendations were devised accordingly ( Slykhuis, 1952). The discovery
of the role of A. tulipae in virus spread accentuated the importance
of most aspects of these measures and helped clarify the relative im­
portance of virus hosts othcr than wheat.

Although certain native perennial grasses may be natural reservoirs
perpetuating both the virus and the mites in areas where wheat streak
mosaic develops frec1uently, the present evidence <loes not indicate that
either annual or perennial wild grasses need be considered for effective
control of the disease ( Slykhuis, 1955; Staples and Allington, 1956).
Control has therefore been centered principally around wheat, Although
SMV can spread surprisingly rapidly from diseased immature wheat
into new crops nearby and can cause complete loss of crop yield, the
preventive measures, which consist simply of an interruption of the
overlapping sequence of immature wheat in thc vicinity, can be
spectacularly effective. In southern Alberta this is normally achieved

by refraining from planting winter wheat befare early to mid-Septem­
ber, after all spring wheat in the area has matured, and by eliminating
ali immature wheat in the vicinity a week or more befare seeding
(Slykhuis et al., 1957).

As was drastically illustrated in the fall of 1963, the date-of-seeding
recommendation alone may not always be effective. In 1963 much of
the spring wheat crop in sorne areas of southern Alberta emerged very
late because of extreme drought from seeding time to late June. After
heavy rams, a. heavy growth of late spring wheat developed and did
not mature until late September or early October. The weather remained
very mild through September and until late October, and winter wheat
seeded in the area even during the normally recommended seeding
time, while there was still an abundance of spring wheat, became
heavily infected. Thus, thousands of acres of winter wheat were de­
stroyed or severely damaged by disease. Nevertheless, a few fields of
winter wheat that were not seeded until spring wheat in the district
was npe and volunteer wheat elirninated suffered little or no damage
(Atkinson and Slykhuis, 1963).

Late seeding and elimination of volunteer wheat are also effective
in controlling streak mosaic in Nebraska (Staples and Allington 1956)
but the conditions necessary for control are sometimes difRcult to achieve
in Kansas, where the fall season is often long, warm, and favorable for
continued growth of volunteer wheat, for the multiplication and spread
of mites (Kmg and Sill, 1959). Mosaic-tolerant varieties of wheat have
been credited with reducing yield losses from the disease in Kansas.

Miticides to eliminate or reduce mite populations have been tested
but none has proved sufficiently effective for practica! control of the
disease (Kantack and Knutson, 1958).

C. Wheat Spot Mosaic

l. The Disease and Its Vistributio•n

Wheat spot mosaic virus (WSpMV) was detected when A. tulipae
was proved a vector of WSMV in Alberta (Slykhuis, 1953b, 1955, 1956).
It was frequently found assoeiated with WSMV betwen 1952 and 1955
and was readily reisolated in 1958. Although cultures of the virus were
lost in 1960, WSpMV was assumed to be readily available in association
ith WSMV until failures were encountered in attempts to reisolate it
rom diseased plants collected in Alberta in 1962 and 1963 H e1
was rei lted f di d ] " . owever, it1so.a e rom !isease wheat collected near Lethbridge in M
1964 ( Slykhuis, 1964). ay
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Very mild chlorosis symptoms induced by A. tulipae collected from

wheat in Ontario (Slykhuis, 1961b) are believed to be caused by a
mild strain of virus resembling SpMV, Other than this, no one has
reported a virus similar to SpMV oven from other areas where WSMV
is a constant menace to wheat. The extent of its distribution even in
southern Alberta is not known because it is diffcult to recognize in
the feld, where symptoms are confused with ,vheat streak mosaic and
the chlorotic effects of rust and other leaf diseases. It has been necessary
to perform time-consuming transmission tests with mites to determine
its presence in diseased wheat; hence a general survey of spot mosaic
has not been undertaken.

2. Detection and Differentiation of Wheat Spot Mosaic
hen mites from sorne of the wheat plants naturally diseased with

wheat streak mosaic in southern Alberta were tested singly on wheat
seedlings, sorne of the test plants, instead of developing streak mosaic
symptoms, developed chlorotic spots in 3-10 days (Plate III, Fig. 11).
Sorne leaves became severely chlorotic. Necrotic areas developed, often
resulting in death of the entire plant. Since no manually transmitted
virus was detected, the symptoms were at frst attributed to a toxic
effect of the mites, but the symptoms continued to develop even on
plants freed of mites. Furthermore, mites reared from eggs hatched
on healthy wheat did not produce such symptoms unless they were
first colonized on diseased wheat. The symptoms were therefore attrib­
uted to a virus. The severity of symptoms caused by diflerent isolates
on young wheat plants varied from mild spotting and chlorosis to such
severe effects that it was diffcult to maintain cultures on wheat because
of rapid death of plants.

Wheat spot mosaic has not been detected ·with assurance in the
feld. Chlorotic spots caused by WSpMV are usually masked by other
leaf diseases. Since it has usually been found associated with WSMV,
and a combination of the two viruses is synergistic, its presence has
sometimes been detected because the plants it infected were more
severely chlorotic, necrotic, and stunted than plants infected with
WSMV alone (Plate III, Fig. 9).

Proof of the presence of WSpMV in diseased wheat has required
the transfer of single mites from the naturally diseased wheat to single
wheat test plants growing in sterilized soil in large, tightly plugge~
test tubes. Each plant that developed chlorotic spots or chlorosis ha
then to be tested by manual juice transmission tests to wheat to as­
certain that the symptoms were not caused bySMV.

3. Relationof Aceria tulipae to WSpMV

Like WSMV, WSpMV is carried by all stages of A. tulipae except
the eggs. In one series of comparative tests with individual mites, 65
transmitted WSpMV and 34 transmitted WSMV. Mites reared on dis­
eased ~vheat remained infective until the thirteenth day after transfer
to Lolium perenne L. plants which were immune to the virus. Single
mites simultaneously carried both WSMV and WSpMV.

Since SpMV is so efficiently transmitted by the mite vector of
WSMV, the general factors affecting epidemiology could be assumed
to be similar if both viruses infect the same hosts. The two viruses
appear to have a number of annual hosts in common, including barley,
cor, rye, and several wild grasses, in addition to wheat. Not enough
is known about the perennial hosts of either virus to indicate which
are important natural reservoirs. It is expected that the reservoirs of
the virus must also harbar A. tulipae.

4. Control

Since wheat spot mosaic has been found only associated with wheat
streak mosaie, for control purposes it can be considered part of a wheat
streak mosaic complex, and no separate measures are recommended
far its control.

D. Fig Mosaic
Fig mosaic is the first tree disease demonstrated to be caused by

a mite-transmitted virus.

l. The Disease and Its Distribution

In 1933 Condit and Home ( 1933) described a mosaic disease of
figs (Ficus carica L.) in California. It caused mottling, spotting, and
distortion of leaves and was sometimes associated with leaf and fruit
dropping. It has since been reported widespread in a number of con­
tries, including Australia ( Noble, 1934), the British Isles (Ainsworth,
1935), Bulgaria (Atanasofl, 1935), China (HIo and Li, 1936), Ne
ealand (Li and Proctr, 1944), Ialy (Graniti, 1954), and Id
(Nagaich and Vashisth, 1962).

Condit and Hore (1933) reported that of the fve leading com­
mereial varieties in Cahforma at that time, Kadota and Calimyrna were
little aflected. White Adriatic and Brown Turkey were sufRciently re.
s1stant under good cultural conditions, while Mission was severel
affected. Of over 100 varieties in an experimental plot at Riversid:,
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only one, an entire-leaf caprifg form of F. palmata, appeared to be
immune. Other varieties appeared highly resistant, but most were sus­
ceptible. More recent inoculation tests in Florida showed fig trees in
seven species to be susceptible, whereas Cudronia tricuspidata (Arto­
carpaceae) is the frst susceptible host found outside the genus Ficus
(Bumett, 1961a,b).

2. The Fig Mite and Its Effects
The fg mite, Aceria ficus (Cotte), is usually found in buds and

on young leaves, but many become abundant on old leaves and inside
fruit. It may cause russeting or browning on the plant surface, blasting
of buds, chlorosis of leaves, and defoliation of branches or entire trees.
Mosaic and leaf distortion are commonly associated with an abundance
of mites, but it is diffcult to differentiate these effects of the mites
and effects of the mosaic virus.

3. Differentiation of Disease Symptoms
Condit and Home (1933) concluded that mosaic symptoms of fig

were caused by a virus because the symptoms appeared on new growth
from symptomless seedlings grafted to diseased orchard trees. They
also observed the fg mite and suggested that certain injuries, including
leaf spotting, might result from the effects of mite feeding. As indicated
by Flock and Wallace (1955), the graft transmission experiments of
Condit and Home were made on mite-infested trees; thus the mosaic
could have resulted from toxicogenic effects of the mites rather than
a graft-transmitted virus. They indicated similar diffculties in inter­
preting the cause of mosaic symptoms that developed on fg seedlings
on which had been placed mite-infested bud scales and young leaves
from feld fg trees. Since the seedlings were not treated to eliminate
mites, the symptoms could have resulted from the continuous presence
of mites. However, they differentiated mosaic symptoms from the effects
of mites by eliminating mites with sulfur. Then they demonstrated graft
transmission in the continued absence of mites.

Transmission of fig mosaic virus by the mite A. ficus was proved
by transferring mites from diseased trees to each healthy test seedling
and, after 3-5 days, killing the mites with sulfur. In the frst tests,
in which large numbers of mites were used on each plant, sorne
mosaiclike symptoms appeared in less than 10 days. The plants partially
recovered from these symptoms but later developed more severe
symptoms. Mites from eggs that hatched on disease-free seedlings cause~
leaf distortion and slight chlorosis but no mosaic symptoms. This indt­
cated that the earlier symptoms induced by mites from diseased trees

could be attributable to mite feeding, but the symptoms developing
after the tenth day were attributed to fig mosaic virus.

4. Relation of Mites to Disease Spread
In tests with one viruliferous mite per test plant, 7 out of 10 plants

developed mosaic symptoms, and with larger numbers nearly all test
plants were infected. With such an effcient vector it is not surprising
that all feld-grown fg trees are infected in California, where the fig
mite is abundant. Although this disease has not been considered of
major importance, it is so universal that there is no standard of compari­
son to indicate the effect of fg mosaic and the fig mite on yield of
any vanety.

5. Control
Flock and Wallace suggested that it would be necessary to start

mosaic-free fig trees m 1solated plantings to determine the possible bene­
flts of feld control, but they stated there were no virus-free fig varieties
available in California. However, satisfactory production continues, ap­
parently because the varieties in commercial production are not severely
affected by the disease.

E. Peach Mosaic
. Peach mosaic was the second disease of trees experimentally trans­

mitted by eriophyid mites.

1. The Disease and Its Distribution
Peach mosaic was described as a new virus disease of peaches in

Texas in 1932 (Hutchins, 1932). Most of 56 nursery peach trees grafted
or budded in J_uly 1931 with Texas material showing symptoms sug­
gestive of mosaic developed similar symptoms in 1932. These included
shortening of the intemodes, profuse growth in leaf axil buds, and
mosaic patterns on leaves, which were often small, narrow, crinkled
and rrr 1 · 1i Th ' ' 'egu ar m out ne. e symptoms also developed on new aerial
g owth and suckers and was communicated by grafting either roots
or shoots. There appeared no doubt that this disease was caused by
a graft-transmissible virus.

According to the frst report, the disease was found only in two
orchards in Texas; hence further spread from these sources by graftin
could easily be avoided. However, in 1934 a severe outbreak f _g
was rted ir Colc or mosa1c. repor e m o orado, where in sorne orchards all peach trees wer
infected (Bodine, 1934). Eradication was begun in attempts to ourtal
spread. By 1937 it was also recognized in California, Utah, New Mexico

'
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and Arizona (Hutcbins et al., 1937). It appeared to be so highly con­
tagious and destructive that the commereial value of an entire planting
could be destroyed in 3 to 6 years. Vigorous eradication measures
as initiated in Colorado (Bodine, 1936) were adopted in other states.

Control by eradication required recognition of the disease in other
hosts. The virus was transmitted by grafting from almond, apricot, plum,
and prune, but sorne of these hosts were symptomless carriers ( Cochran
and Hutchins, 1938). However, the effectiveness of such hosts as sources
of infection was not easily assessed when the natural means of trans­
mission was not known. Experiments in Colorado gave what appeared
to be proof that the green peach aphid [Myzus persicae (Sultz.)] trans­
mitted the virus ( Daniels, 1945). Although experiments in California
showed that the virus spread throughout the summer, neither M. persicae
nor any of the many other insects tested transmitted the virus ( Jones
::md Wilson, 1951).

Peach mosaic was also reported in a number of countries in Europe
including Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Holland, and England (Atanasoff,
1934). The virus was transmitted by budding from peach, plum, and
cherry to peach: from apricot, cherry, and plum to plum; and from
plum to cherry. Also there was evidence that Anuraphis padi transmitted
the mosaic virus from plum to plum.

There have been various other reports of mosaic disease of stone
fruits, but there is no assurance that all are caused by the peach mosaic
virus ( Smith, 1957).

2. Eriophyid Mites in Relation to Mosaic Symptoms
Vasates cornutus (Banks), the peach silver mite, which is widespread

in North America, causes a silvering of peach foliage, and since it
was also associated with mosaiclike symptoms, Wilson and Cochran
( 1952) suspected that it could be transmitting a virus. In their experi­
ments they found that the feeding of V. cornutus induced the "yellow
spot" disease of peaches, which included vein-associated chlorosis, longi
tudinal rolling of leaves, and stem spotting as well as yellow spotting
of leaves. A 24-hour feeding period by the mites was sufficient to produce
symptoms, and there was a 10-day delay in their appearance suggestive
of the behavior of a virus. However, patch bark grafting with precautions
to assure that no mites were present failed to show that a virus was
involved.

After more than 8000 unsuccessful tests with more than 150 species
of insects and mites, Wilson et al. ( 1955) found a previously undescribed
mite later named Eriophyes insidiosus (Keifer and Wilson, 1956). I
occurred beneath bud scales and on rudimentary leaves and new growth

of peach and plum. Individuals of this species were transferred from
naturally infested, mosaic-diseased feld peach and plum trees to 65
healthy, potted, Ria Oso Gem peach seedlings in the greenhouse. Mosaic
symptoms developed in 14 to 100 days on 16 of 56 seedlings that received
mites from diseased peach and on 1 of 9 receiving mites from Hortulan
plum. The presence of mosaic virus was confirmed by patch bark graft
transmission to other healthy seedlings in the absence of mites. Check
plants that had received equivalent numbers of mites from healthy peach
and plum did not develop symptoms.

3. Differentiation of Peach Mos@ic from the Effects of Mites
It appears that, except far the symptoms caused by V. cornutus

on peaches, there was never a majar difficulty in differentiating the
symptoms of peach mosaic from the effects of eriophyid mites. The
ability to transmit peach mosaic virus, but not the toxicogenic effects
of the mites, by patch bark grafting in the absence of mites differentiated
the effects of the virus from those of the mites. Since nonviruliferous
E. insidiosus was available from mosaic-free peach and plum, and mites
from eggs laid in buds of diseased trees but hatched on healthy seedlings
were nonviruliferous, the effects of the virus transmitted by the mites
could be readily differentiated from the effects of the mites.

One difficulty in assessing transmissibility of the virus either by graft­
ing or mite transmission is the variability of the incubation period of
the virus in peaches. In experiments done in the greenhouse, symptoms
on sorne graft-inoculated seedlings may appear in 14 days but on others
not until the next season. In the field, trees inoculated when breaking
dormancy in spring may develop mosaic in 3 to 6 weeks, but if trees
are in foliage when inoculated, symptoms may not develop until the
next season.

4. Eriophyes insidiosus in Relation to Peach Mosaic Virus
. Unpublished results of experiments by Wilson and ]ones,° reported
in personal communication, confirmed that E. insidiosus transmitted
peach mosaic virus. \,Vith 1 mite transferred from diseased peach to
each of 80 test plants, 2 plants, or 2.5, developed mosaic symptoms.
With increased numbersup to 30 to 50 mites per plant67 to 75%
of the plants developed symptoms. Successful transmission resulted only
when mites were transferred to buds rather than to leaf blades or
stems. Infective mites retained the ability to transmit the virus for at
least 2 days on glass slides in the absence of a virus source. Mites

° Ent omology Research Branch, Agricultural Research Service, U.S. Department
of Agriculture, Washington, D.C
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from eggs hatched on healthy seedlings did not cause mosaic symptoms
on test plants.

5. Mites in Relation to Control of Peach Mosaic Virus
Peach mosaic eradication programs were in effect in severa! states

long befare E. insidiosus was found to be a vector of the virus. Despite
problems created by other hosts, some of which are symptomless carriers
of the virus, eradication of diseased trees greatly reduced mosaic spread
( Bodine and Durrell, 1941).

The extent and effectiveness of the peach mosaic suppression program
started in Mesa County, Colorado, in 1934 was indicated in a review
by List et al. ( 1956). During 21 years, 125,000 trees were found infected.
Of these, 36.5 were found and removed during the first 2 years. The
average number of infected trees per 1000 inspected was 35.7 during
the first 3 years and only 6.5 for the last 17 years, with no signifcant
decrease during the latter period. These figures indicate that the major
sources of infection were greatly reduced during the first 3 years.
Through the remaining years the percentages of currently infected trees
were about 10 times higher in orchards in which the disease had already
been recorded than in orchards with no previous infections. Incidence
was higher in orchards containing tolerant varieties because the disease
may be present but not recognized on tolerant trees.

Evidently E. insidiosus occurs on trees not infected with mosaic
but causes no apparent damage. There is little incentive for a program
to control this mite except when the virus is present. No miticidal
spray program that would be as effective as the present program to
eradicate diseased trees has developed.

F. Ryegrass Mosaic

1. Recognition of Ryegrass Mosaic Virus and Its Vector
There was no long history between the discovery of ryegrass mosaic

virus (RMV) i England and the recognition of an eriophyid mite
as its vector. Mosaic symptoms were noted to be quite common on
both perennial ryegrass ( Lolium perenne L. ) and Italian ryegrass (_L.
multiforum Lam.) in 1956-1957 (Slykhuis, 1958) and a virus was readily
transmitted manually, by the leaf-rubbing method, to ryegrass seedlings.
The symptoms included light-green to yellow mottling and streaking.
Some isolates aflected some strains of ryegrass, causing severe brownish
necrosis of leaves and reduced growth and vigor of plants.

Three species of eriophyid mites found on diseased ryegrass were
tested as vectors by transferring them singly from naturally diseased

ryegrass to S.22 Italian ryegrass seedlings (Mulligan, 1960). Some of
the mites transmitted the virus, and these were identified as Abacarus
hystris (Nalepa), which, like A. tulipae, reproduce by eggs without
fertilization. All stages except eggs carried the virus. Nonviruliferous
mites acquired RMV during acquisition access periods of 2 to 12 hours
but lost infectivity within 24 hours on wheat immune to the virus.

2. Relation of Mites to the Epidemiology of Ryegrass Mosaic
Perennial ryegrass appears to provide a widespread and permanent

reser:voir of RMV and the mite A. hystri. Some perennial ryegrass
plants appear to be so susceptible they die, but many others, even
in old leys, appear to be virus-free. However, plants with mild symptoms
are common and probably are the main reservoirs of viruliferous mites.
Susceptible strains of Italian ryegrass, a biennial, have been found
heavily infected early in the second year, indicating that RMV had
spread extensively the frst summer. Mulligan ( 1960) reported diseased
plants infected with mites in ryegrass leys only 4 months old.

3. Differentiation of Viruses Causing Mosaics of Ryegrass

. After a survey for virus diseases of grasses in Northem Europe
in 1957, . the present author reported observing mosaic symptoms on
ryegrass in 7 of 8 countries visited ( Slykhuis, 1958). Mosaic symptoms
were also observed on cocksfoot (Dactylis glomerata L.) in 6 of the
countries. Some of these symptoms were probably caused by the aphid­
transmitted cocksfoot streak mosaic virus (Smith, 1957). However,
Mulligan ( 1960) found that cocksfoot streak virus readily infected
ryegrasses, and RMV infected cocksfoot. It is not known which
virus caused symptoms observed on different ryegrass and cocksfoot
plants during the general feld surveys. The diagnosis is further compli­
cated by another quite distinct virus causing ryegrass mosaic in Germany
(Ohmann-Kreutzberg, 1963). This virus has a spherical particle and is
transmitted by nematodes and not by aphids or mites (Schidt et
al, 1963).

A virus causing a mosaic of ryegrass and orchard grass (D. glomer­
ata) in Washington was reported by Bruehl et al. ( 1957). We found
~ similar virus on ryegrass in British Columbia in 1964. These viruses,
ke English RMV, are associated with rod-shaped particles, but the
natural vectors and other relationships have not been determined.

G. Suspected Virus Transmission by Eriophuyidae
,egative resuls are seldom reported; consequently, it is not known
ow often mites have been tested as vectors of plant viruses. However,
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there are sorne diseases which may be caused by mite-transmitted
viruses, but doubt remains because evidence of the other workers has
been negative, or confirmatory experiments have not been done or have
yielded inconclusive results.

l. Vine Panaschüre
It was reported that one of three viruses attacking vines in Germany

was transrnitted by Eriophyes vitis, Phylloxera vastatrix, Otiorrhynchus
sulcatus, Dora lis ( Aphis) fabae, Myzus persicae, and a number of root­
attacking nematodes ( Ochs, 1958a). In another report, this virus,
designated as ''Panaschüre (Virus 1), which produced a leaf mosaic
of vine, was sap-transmitted to Samsun tobacco, cucumber, and
Chenopodium quinoa. It was also transmitted from tobacco to tobacco
by Cuscuta campestris and Myzus persicae, and from vine to other
test plants by Eriophyes vitis. The virus had spherical particles and
was considered to belong to the cucumber mosaic group ( Ochs,
1958b).

The above claims were refuted by Niemeyer and Bode ( 1959) after
all trials to transmit any virus from vines to herbaceous test plants
failed. Tests with the same vines originally used by Miss Ochs were
also negative. This would seem to negate the claim that eriophyid mites
transmitted a virus as described, but in a later report by Ochs (1960),
much of the original claim was repeated, i.e., that Eriophyes vitis, Doralis
(Aphis) fabae, Myzus persicae, Phylloxera vastatrir, and Otiorrhynchus
sulcatus can transmit Panaschüre virus from infected to healthy vine
stocks. This claim is exceptional in that no other virus transmitted by
an eriophyid mite has been found to have other vectors. At best, it
must remain a suspected example of mite transmission until convincing
experimental evidence is presented.

2. Cherry Mottle Leaf
Cherry mottle leaf virus causes mottling, distortion, and necrosis

of leaves, and reduction in size, yield, and quality of fruit of sweet
cherries (Prunus avium) in a number of the western states and in
British Columbia, Canada ( Smith, 1957). It has also been reported
in Europe. Strains differing in severity occur. Sour cherry is highly
resistant, and peach is a symptomless carrier. .

In a personal communication Jones reported that in 1959 an unident i­
fed eriophyid mite was found on wild bitter cherry (Prunus emarginata)
and sweet cherry. Mites from diseased P. emarginata were moved to

healthy Rio Oso Gem peach seedlings. Since peach is a symptomless
host, no symptoms developed, but tissue from each of the 21 exposed
peach trees and 5 check peach trees was implanted into healthy Bing
cherry trees. Twelve of the cherry trees developed cherry mottle leaf
symptoms, indicating that the mites had transrnitted the virus to the
peach seedlings. Since confirmatory results have not been published
this must still be considered as suspected mite transmission.

3. Agropyron Mosaic

Agropyron mosaic virus (AMV) has been found on Agropyron repens
(L.) Beauv. in several widespread locations in North America, including
Virginia, Nebraska, South Dakota, Saskatchewan, Ontario, and other
eastem provinces in Canada. In Ontario the virus causes mosaic
symptoms on wheat resembling wheat streak mosaic (Slykhuis, 1962).
The virus particle is indistinguishable in size from that of WSMV and
this similarity prompted Staples and Brakke (1963) to conclude that
it was merely a mild strain of WSMV with a slightly different host
range. However, our unpublished results show there are a number of
important differences between AMV and WSMV, part icularly the
synergism between these viruses in cross-inoculation tests; the absence
of close serological relationships indicates that they are not as closely
related as might be concluded from the similarities of particles.

Like WSMV, AMV spreads rapidly in wheat under certain conditionsin the field. Winter wheat experimentally seeded in early summer near
diseased A. repens becomes infected. Infection has also resulted when
wheat seedlings growing in pots covered with cages made of 72-mesh­
per-inch sereen that exeludes insects down to the size of thrips were
left in the feld near naturally diseased A. repens or wheat for a few
days. Most experiments have indicated that the vector must be small
Eriophyids are usually found on naturally infected plants but tests with
these mites transferred manually from diseased to healthy plants have
not given conclusive results.

4. Cadang-Cadang Disease of Coconuts

Cadang-cadang is a destructive degenerative disease of coconut that
appears to be spreading slowly but relentlessly in the Philippines (Price
1958). Although it has not been proved that cadang-cadang is caused
by a virus, several reports favor this view. Since the spread of the
disease is exceedingly slow, the recent research has been for either
a very ineficient vector or one which is either sedentary or for sorne
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otber reason rarely moves from one host to another. Eriophyid mites
have been found on diseased coconut and on other apparently sus­
ceptible hosts and tests have been started to determine if any of these
could be vectors (Briones and Sil], 1963). Since the disease appears
to have a long ineubation period, results of transmission tests cannot
be expected quickly ( Sill et al., 1963).

5. Pigeon Pea Sterility
Seth (1962) has reported that pigeon pea sterility is caused by

a virus transmitted by an unidentifed eriophyid mite in India.
The disease was characterized by mosaic symptoms on the leaves

and partial sterility of flowers of the pigeon pea [Cajanus cajan (Linn.)
Millsp.]. The cause was not transmitted by sap inoculation, but was
successfully transmitted by wedge grafting in 35 out of 99 plants of
pigeon pea variety N.P. 69. None of the leafhoppers, aphids, white
flies, or thrips tested transmitted a causal virus, but three species of
mites were found on leaves of diseased pigeon pea and successful trans­
missions were obtained with one of these, which was an eriophyid.
Two types of mite-transfer tests were done. For one, detached leaves
of infected plants bearing mites were placed on the healthy test plants
and covered with a glass chimney for 24 hours to force the mites
to move to the fresh leaves of the test plants from the withering leaves.
For the other mites were transferred individuallv from diseased leaves,
5-20 being placed on each test plant. After 4 days the plants were
regularly sprayed with 0.1 Ekatox to kill the mites. Disease symptoms
appeared in 3-5 weeks on 31 of 136 plants inoculated. Similar methods
were used in another experiment to compare the effects of eriophyid
mites from healthy pigeon pea with the effects of the ones from infected
plants. The mites from healthy plants did not cause the symptoms on
any of 53 test plants, but mites from diseased plants evidently infected
11 of 54 test plants.

This report indicates that eriophyid mites from leaves with disease
symptoms induced symptoms on test plants, but these symptoms of
pigeon pea sterility disease could as readily be attributed to toxicogemc
effects of the mites as to a virus. There is no proof that mites were
not present on scions used for: graft transmission, or that mites were
eliminated by the Ekatox sprays used 4 days after mites were transferred
to test plants. Mites from healthy plants cannot be unconditionally con­
sidered adequate controls for mites from diseased plants because they
could have been a different strain or species. There was no evidence
that nonviruliferous mites, which will cause symptoms only after they
have fed on diseased plants, can be obtained.

IV. VIUs TRANSMISSION BY TETRANYCHIDAE

A. Patato Virus Y

l. The Visease and Its Distribution
Recent volumes of Review of Applied Mycology contain abstracts

of reports on potato virus Y (PVY) in potato, tomato, tobacco, and
other plants, most of which are Solanaceae, on all continents. According
to Smith ( 1957), this virus is common on potato in southeastern Ireland
and in the south and east of England, where the symptoms are of
the leaf-drop streak type or acropetal necrosis. In severe epidemics
affeeted felds appear as though attacked by "blight." On the other
hand, it is rare in Scotland and the best potato-growing districts of
Ireland. It is common in many parts of North America where it is
known as "vein-banding virus." It is of great economic importance either
alone or in combination with potato virus X.

There are many strains of PVY which differ widely in virulence
and cause diseases in Majestic potato ranging from severe leaf-drop
streak to mild mosaic.

The virus is transmitted readily by artificial inoculation and except
for one strain ( potato virus C) it is transmitted efficiently by Myzus
persicae and sorne other aphids. It has a nonpersistent relationship with
the aphid vectors, which acquire it during short feeds and can transmit
it immediately. The virus particles are long and flexuous.

2. The Two-Spotted Spider Mite, Tetranychus telarius (L.)
Tetranychus telarius (L.) is a common pest on a wide range of

plants in the greenhouse and in the field ( Metcalf et al., 1952). Damag­
ing infestations have been reported on potatoes in the Fraser Valley,
British Columbia ( Fulton, 1957).

3. Relation of Tetranychus telarius to Patato Virus Y
While experimenting with PVY in the greenhouse, Schulz ( 1963)

noticed that infestations by T. telarius may have been responsible for
the transmission of the virus to a single potato plant. In subsequent
controlled experiments the mite transmitted two isolates of PVY to Red
Pontiac potato. Optimum transmission was obtained when acquisition
and test-feeding periods of 5 minutes were used. In a series of tests,
with 5 mites per test plant, 18/37 potato plants were infected by mites
given 5-minute acquisition and test-feeding periods. It appears the PVY
was transmitted by the mite T. telarius from patato and Nicotiana
glutinosa to potato in a manner characteristic of nonpersistent viruses.
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More investigations are required to determine the role of T. telarius
as a vector of different strains of PVY, and to assess its significance
as a vector in the field.

B. Suspected Virus Transmission by Tetranychidae
Tetranychids have sometimes been found associated with plant dis­

eases and have been suspected as vectors of viruses (Heinze, 1959).
Schuster (1963), studying transmission of tobacco ringspot virus in the
Iower Río Grand Valley, demonstrated transmission of the virus by
the tobacco lea beetle, but not by white flies or tetranychid rnites
that were present. The possible transmission of a cause of cacao cushion
gall in Costa Rica by two species of mites was suggested by Lara
and Shenefelt (1962), but no experimental evidence was presented.

In other instances there have been indications of closer causal rela­
tionships between mites and disease symptoms.

1. Cotton Curliness
A virus causing "cotton curliness" disease in Azerbaijan was the

frst reported to be transmitted by a tetranychid mite ( Moskovets, 1941).
This virus was manually transmitted by infusing infected sap into decapi­
tated stems of cotton plants (Gossypium barbadense). It was transmitted
by aphids including Aphis gossypii (85-100), A. laburni (6.1-16.6%),
Myus persicae (12.5-25), and by the mite Epitetranychus althaeae
(7.7-10). The incubation period of the virus varied from 35 to 56
days. There was sorne evidence of seed transmission.

Since the incubation period of the virus was so long, it appears
that the Iow percentage of transmissions attributed to the mites could
have been caused by one of the indicated alternative means of trans­
mission. These uncertainties and the lack of subsequent confirmation
cast doubt on this claim of mite transmission of a virus.

2. Mosaic Symptoms on Wheat

In 1961 a new species of spider mite, Tetranychus sinhai Baker,
became very abundant on barley in southern Manitoba (Wallace and
Sinha, 1961). The mites caused a darkening, followed by yellowing
and withering along the midrib and in patches. Occasionally the leaf
edges were crinkled. Light infestations were also observed in rye, cor,
and wheat. In barley and rye, symptoms appeared to be caused by
the toxic effect of mite feeding. In wheat, fewer mites were found,
but mosaiclike yellowing of the leaves suggested the possibility that
the mites transmitted a virus. However, no experimental results were
reported to support the hypothesis.

V., CONCLUSIONS

Only 1 tetranychid and 5 eriophid mites have been proved to be
vectors of plant viruses ( Table I), but others are suspected. Although
these vectors all feed with piercing and sucking mouth parts, the rela­
tions of the mites in the two families to hosts, and to the viruses
they transmit, differ greatly. Tetranychus telarius has a wide, nonspecife
range of hosts. It also appears to be a nonspecific or casual vector
of potato virus Y, which is readily transmitted manually and by aphids
and has a nonpersistent relationship with both the aphids and the mite
vector. In contrast, each of the eriophid mites has a restricted host
range and each is the only vector known for the virus or viruses it
transmits. WSMV and RMV are the only eriophyid-transmitted viruses
that have been also transmitted by artificial sap inoculation. OF these,
RMV appears to be nonpersistent in that its vector loses infectivity
within 24 hours after removal from diseased leaves, but WSMV can
persist up to 9 days in its vector on an immune host, WSMV and
WSpMV persist in A. tulipae through the molts between instars. There
are indications that the other eriophyids that are vectors also have
very specifc relationships with the viruses they transmit as well as
with their hosts.

Although all the mite-transmitted viruses except WSpMV have been
reported as causes of disease in a number of countries, only one, WSMV,
has been shown by many investigators to be mite-transmitted in several
agricultural regions and countries. Despite the wide geographical dis­
tribution of fg mosaic and peach mosaic, mite transmission of each
of the causal viruses has been reported only in California. Similarly,
currant reversion and ryegrass mosaic have been observed in different
countries in Europe, but mite transmission of the viruses has been
demonstrated only in southern England. However, it must be remem­
bered that different viruses may cause similar symptoms. For example,
similar mosaic symptoms may be caused on ryegrass by the aphid­
transmitted cocksfoot streak virus and a nematode-transmitted virus as
well as by the mite-transmitted RMV. Therefore, the identification of
the above diseases in each different situation should, if possible, include
the verifcation of mite transmissibility of the causal virus.

Usually, the most important initial difficulty in the investigation of
mite transmission of plant viruses is that of differentiating symptoms
of virus disease from possible toxicogenic effects of mites. The differenti­
ation can be achieved readily if the virus can be transmitted by manual
sap inoculation. Grafting diseased buds or shoots to determine if a
graft-transmissible virus is present can be hazardous because of the
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f t . . that the tiny mites are absent. Patch bark
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I. INTRODUCTION

In nature, viruses and their host plants are constantly subjected
to selective competition. Selection among viruses tends to raise or lower
their degrees of pathogenicity so as to reach the most favorable level
for their action in each host. Selection among host plants gradually
increases the levels of resistance in all the hosts. It is interesting to
note this distinction. An intermediate level of pathogenicity is ordinarily
optima! for the parasite but the host is favored most, other thi ngs being
equal, by an unlimited increase in its level of resistance. Perhaps this
fact is partly responsible for the fortunate circumstance that for any
particular parasite in nature we fnd the great majority of living organ­
isms completely immune to attack.

Far less is known about the hereditary mechanisms and genetic
constitutions of phytopathogenic viruses than about those of their hosts.
Attempts, however, to Iearn how such viruses behave in the course
of their reproduction have been made in many ways.

Strains of severa! viruses have been thought to hybridize when
brought into mixture. Best ( 1954, 1961) as well as Best and Gallus
( 1955) concluded that two strains of spotted wilt virus (Lethum aus­
traliense H.) in a single host cell might exchange determiners and pro­
duce new strains. Watson ( 1960) presented evidence of genetic recombi­
nation between patato viruses Y and C ( strains of Marmor upsilon
H.) in infected Nicotiana glutinosa L. plants. Thomson (1961) reported
the appearance of one or two new strains of patato virus X (Annulus
dubius H.) after mixed infection of host plants by two virus X strains;

139
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Occasionally a variant may be slightly more capable of reaching
young tissues near the growing tips of the plant than was the original
strain. This is especially likely to happen if the introduced strain has
become adapted earlier to a less resistant variety of the host plant.
In such a case, the virus may produce large amounts of a new and
more invasive strain in developing tissues of the host just before these
tissues become old enough to be occupied in force by the original
kind of virus. The new strain may, in turn, produce a few variants
characterized by still further invasiveness. This, in essence, is a picture
of one phase of the evolutionary process that goes on constantly in
nature and that probably has made the viruses, which have shorter
generation times than any other known parasites, the most intensively
selected of all living entities.

If a partially adapted strain of a virus is transferred in succession
to a large number of additional host plants of the same kind, the selection
for greater and greater virulence eventually will be checked. Sorne leve]
will be established at which the ability of the virus to move freely
through the tissues of the host ( and thus to provide abundant si tes
from which it may be extracted by insects or other vector agencies)
is not so great as to involve excessive damage to the host. Any variant
that stunts its host excessively, or kills portions of it, is likely not to
be widely available to spread to new host plants as frequently as do
milder strains. On the other hand, exceedingly mild strains commonly
do not spread into a large enough proportion of the host tissues to
take maximal advantage of their opportunities to multiply and be ready
for most effcient dispersal.

Because each virus is transferred from time to time from one kind
of host plant to another, sometimes from variety to variety within a
host species but frequently also from a species in one family to a
host species of entirely different taxonomie relationships and greatly
different physiological attributes, a viral strain that has become almost
ideally adapted to one kind of host plant may fnd itself poorly adapted
to its next host. This requires a repetition of part or ali of the process
of adaptation.

Continued experimental transfers of the leafhopper-transmitted po­
tato yellow dwarf virus [Aureogenus vastans (H.) Black] by rubbing­
type mechanical inoculations in Nicotiana rustica L. have selected strains
of this virus well-adapted to the experimental conditions but no longer
leafhopper-transmissible (Black, 1953). A vectorless strain of wound
tumor virus (Aureogenus magnivena Black) also has been found under
experimental conditions. These conditions involved long-continued root­
mg of cuttings to provide vegetative propagation of the host and to avoid

he concluded, however, that the evidence was inadequate to prove that
genetic recombination between strains had occurred. ..

Holoubek (1962) reported a gain in infectivity when tobacco mosaic
virus (Marmor tabaci H.) was reconstituted by adding ribonucleie acid
derived from strains of the virus that were initially of low infectivity
to protein derived from an ordinary feld-type strain of high infectivity.

Whatever may prove eventually to be the status of hybridization
between strains of viruses, we can be sure that viruses do mutate,
and then, if isolated, generally breed essentially true as mutant lines,
much as higher organisms do (Kunkel, 1940). Moreover, it has been
shown clearly that an initial mutation in a virus tends to remam un­
altered by subsequent mutations (Holmes, 1936, 1952 Norval, 1938).
This independence of one mutational event from subsequent mutations
in viruses seems comparable to the independence of mutations in spa­
tially distant parts of the genetic structures of higher organisms.

II. NATURAL SELECTION FOR THE MOST FAVORABLE
LEVEL Or PATI-IOGENICITY IN VIRUSES

Very few viruses are strictly confined to single host species. Even
those that may be so confined are likely to infect a number of physio­
logically different vari eties of their host. Spread of viruses from one
species of host to another, or from variety to variety, in most cases
tends to upset such equilibria as have arisen in the past ( Holmes,
1953).

When a virus becomes established in a single host species, or in
a single host plant, it begins soon to produce more of its own kind
in very large numbers. Experimentally it can be shown that even within
a few hours sorne variants of the virus are also formed; later, no doubt,
more are produced. Many of the variants are promptly suppressed be­
cause they are less able than the original form of the virus to reach
the uninvaded tissues that are constantly being formed by continued
growth of the host plant. These suppressed variants will reach high
concentrations onl y if they are subsequently transferred, by accident
or design, to some new environment in which they will be alone or
in which they prove to be competitively superior to the original viral
strain. This may happen, for example, for sorne attenuated and poorly
moving, but thermally superior, strains if the next transfer is to a host
growing at so high a temperature that the original strain of the virus
is unable to multiply in it, or able to multiply only at a greatly reduced
rate ( Holmes, 1934). Sorne variants, of course, are not suppressed but
grow in mixture with the original strain and multiply in the same parts
of the host.
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the necessity for repeated insect transfers of the stock virus to a succes­
sion of healthy seedlings. When injected into the appropriate leafhopper
vector the vectorless strain of wound tumor virus seemed unable to
multiply there as the feld-type strain can (Black et al., 1958).

Spont aneous increases in pathogenicity of viruses that have met ex­
perimentally selected types of resistant hosts have not yet caused as
much trouble to plant breeders as has been experienced in connection
with plants that are resistant to various fungal infections. Nevertheless
there have been a few cases in which plants bred for resistance to
viruses have been invaded eventually by more virulent strams than
those originally studied. . . .

Toe Virginia Savoy variety of spinach (Spinacia o lera.cea L.), whi cb
proved useful for many years because of its resistance to blight caused
by American cucumber mosaic virus (Marmor cucumeris H.) (not (o
be confused with the so-called English cucumber mosaic virus or
cucurbit mosaic virus, M. astrictum H.) has been found susceptible
to sorne strains of the virus for which its resistance was intended (Webb
et al., 1960).

The Katahdin potato (Solanum tuberosum L.), once regarded as
immune to potato virus A (Marmor solani H.), was shown by MacKin­
non and Bagnall ( 1962) to be susceptible to infection by this virus
as carried by the aphid Myzus persicae ( Sulz.).

In lines of sugarbeet ( Beta vulgaris L.) bred for resistance to sugar
beet curly-top virus (Ruga verrucosans Carsner and Bennett), an isolate
of the virus known as strain 11 was found to be seriously injurious
to the formerly resistant sugar beet lines ( Giddings, 1954).

A new strain of bean mosaic virus (Marmor phaseoli H.) was found
capable of overcoming the formerly adequate recessive-type resistance
of the Great Northern bean (Phaseolus vulgaris L.) but not capable
of overcoming the dominant-type resistance of Idaho Refugee or Idaho
Bountiful beans ( Dean and Wilson, 1959). No strain of thi s virus has
been found to overcome the monogenic dominant type of resistance
( Buttenschon, 1963).

A newly isolated strain of bean virus 2 (Marmor manifestum
Frandsen) was reported by Schroeder and Provvidenti ( 1962) as capable
of overcoming the resistance of peas (Pisum sativum L.) characterized
by the mo mo genotype. The mosaic pattern is, however, milder in the
mo mo plants than in ordinary susceptible lines infected by previously
known strains of the virus. Provvidenti and Schroeder ( 1963) report that
the typical strain of the virus is suppressed by hot weather and that ther­
mally more stable strains tend to supplant it and to induce symptoms
on resistant plants.

A strain of turnip mosaic virus (Marmor brassicae H.) has been
found by San Juan (1961) to overcome the formerly high resistance
of the Christmas Red variety of annual stocks (Matthiola incana R.
Br. var. annua Voss).

Recently an unusual strain of potato virus X (Annulus dubius H.)
has been found to become systemic and to produce mottl ing and flecks
of necrotic tissue in potato plants bearing the genes Nb and Nr, which
together confer feld-type immunity through necrotic-lesion formation
when infected by the other known strains of this virus ( Cockerham
and Davidson, 1963). This unusual strain fails, however, to infect the
potato varieties Saco and 41956, which possess ful l immunity to all
known strains of the X virus.

The ability of phytopathogenic viruses to mutate in such a way
as to overcome sorne resistances to diseases in plants and the possibility
of interaction of mixed viral strains to produce new combinations of
characteristics make it desirable to give special attent ion to the kinds
of host resistance that may become available for the protection of crop
plants against damage by viral diseases.

III. NATURAL SELECTION FOR INCREASED RESISTANCE

IN HoST PLANTS

Plants that are susceptible to viral diseases may acquire resistances
of severa! kinds and many levels of efficiency by mutation followed
by selection or by exchange of genetic characters with related species
or vari eties through hybridization. The kinds of resistance that may
be acquired differ from each other in many ways. They cannot be
arranged in a single linear series, but their different levels of resistance
permit us to choose, when considering pairs of such levels, which types
of resistance to infection shall be regarded as representing suscept ibi lity
and which shall be thought of as representing resistance. This choice
ordinarily depends on the simple and practical criterion of degree of
crop reduction and is thus an arbitrary one. Other motivations of a
scientist might change the choice of terms but would not affect the
genetic behavior of hybrids between diflering parents.

If we arbitrarily select a viral disease that displays moderate chlorotic
mottl ing of foliage and slight malformations of stems, roots, or Ieaves,
with some reduction of crop if the plant is agriculturally useful, we
may study variants of the process of disease. If, in the course of this
study, we fnd a variety of the host plant in which the pathogen induces
a more serious form of the disease, we may view the disastrous effect
as an indication of greater inherent susceptibili ty of the host variety.
The originally selected disease would then be viewed as a distinguishing
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mark of a slight but possibly useful resistance. A search for additional
kinds of resistance may disclose varieties or breedmg lmes of the host
in which symptoms are less conspicuous, or even demonstrable only
by special studies. The various levels of resistance of this kind can
be classed as degrees of tolerance after infection. In sorne cases at
least, tolerance seems to imply an ability on the part of the host to
reduce the rate of viral multiplication or to restrain the spread of virus
through its tissues, with consequent escape of immature part s of the
plant from severe disease util they are old enough to be but httle
changed in form or obvious function by viral invasion. This kind of
resistance tends to be attractive to plant breeders because it usually
is not accompani ed by conspicuous death of invaded tissues. Tolerance
as a form of resistance to disease presents sorne hazards, however.
One hazard is that the infected but more or less symptomless host
commonly does show an important reduction in yield, although this
may not be recognized or readily detected. Moreover, the tolerant but
infected plant constitutes an inconspicuous but dangerous reservoir of
the pathogen. Another hazard is even more serious. Toe tolerant host
provides a fltering mechanism by which the viral pathogen can increase
its pathogenicity through development of variants and rapid mult iplica­
tion of some of these as dominating types in mixture with the original
form of the virus.

A characteristic tbat is thougbt to be largely independent of tolerance
but that may be associated with any one of its apparently innumerable
degrees or levels is the level of susceptibility to infection. This, like
the level of tolerance, seems to have an unlimited number of variations.
Sorne plants are infected with great ease by mechanical inoculation
or by the feeding processes of insects. Others can be infected, but
only by the application of more virus, by more abrasion, or by more
exposure to viruliferous insects.

There is a practical aspect to the selection of these two characteristics
of relative tolerance and relative ease of infection. One of the most
effective of ali means for control of viral diseases is the practice of
roguing, which is the removal and destruction of infected plants. In
order to be able to remove recently infected plants promptly, it is
desirable that they should not be so highly tolerant as to be diffcult
to distinguish from nearby healthy plants. Moreover, removal of new
cases of disease is most effective for diseases that do not spread very
rapidly. Hence a praiseworthy objective in breeding is to produce plants
that show a disease clearly but that become infected relatively rarely.

A third kind of resistance that seems to be to sorne extent indepen­
dent of the leve! of tolerance and the level of susceptibility to infection

is decreased ease of recovery of virus from infected tissues. Here, too,
there seem to be many possible levels. Spread of disease among plants
from which virus is not readily extractable, by mechanical means
(Holmes, 1938) or by insect vectors ( Daubeny and Stace-Smith, 1963),
may be almost completely suppressed even in plants that are easily
infected (i.e., highly susceptibl e to infection) and by no means tolerant
( i.e., highly susceptible to conspicuous injury). This is true, for example,
of varieties of tobacco (Nicotiana tabacum L.) carrying the dominant
gene N from N. glutinosa. These plants are readily infected from outside
sources by tobacco mosaic virus and they are so hypersensitive to infec­
tion that they may show conspicuous necrosis in infected leaves or
stems, but so little virus can be extracted from their affected parts that
spread of disease from plant to plant within the crop is virtually impos­
sible, because no highly effeient mechanism for extraction and trans­
mission of virus exists within tobacco fields. The N. glutinosa type
of resistance has now proved highly effective in use. The single dominant
gene that controls it has been incorporated into many locally satisfactory
varieties of tobacco ( Henderson et al., 1957; Apple et al., 1962).

Solymosy et al., ( 1959) concluded that an accumulation of quinones
is responsible for necrotic-lesion formation in hypersensitive tobacco
plants infected by tobacco mosaic virus. Solymosy and Farkas ( 1962)
noted a marked accumulation of the enzymes glucose-6-phosphate de­
hydrogenase and 6-phosphogluconate dehydrogenase around necrotic Ie­
sions in White Burley tobacco after infection by tobacco mosaic virus.
They expressed the opinion that this causes a high phenol to quinone
ratio, which hinders the growth of the lesions.

Weintraub and Ragetli (1961) noted that pectinase does not release
cells from their attachments to each other in areas around necrotic
lesions caused by tobacco mosaic virus in tobacco leaves so readily
as it does in healthy areas, because calcium pectate is present instead
of mixtures of pectic acid interspersed with calcium pectate.

Sunderland and Merrett (1963) reported that leaves of Nicotiana
glutinosa that show necrotic Iesions as a result of infection by tobacco
mosaic virus possess increased levels of the reduced forms of nicotina­
mide-adenine dinucleotide and nicotinamide-adenine dinucleotide phos­
phate.

If a plant breeder can combine the kind of feld-type resistance
that is a result of low transmissibility of virus from affected tissues
with ease of recognition of disease and with relatively high resistance
to infection from outside sources of virus, he will have an ideal combina­
tion of characteristics. It is the opposite set of characteristics that causes
greatest agricultural losses, often without attracting much attention be-
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cause of the insidious nature of disease in highly susceptible but rather
tolerant hosts that become effective reservoirs from which spread of
disease may occur readily.

It has seemed necessary for plant pathologists and plant breeders,
despite this reasoning, to accept tolerant varieties of many crop plant s
as temporary defenses against sorne viral diseases and to use them
in preference to more severely damaged varieties of the same plants
for lack of better kinds of resistant varieties. In sorne cases, also, tech­
nical difficulties have prevented the identification of the exact types
of resistance in hand. Obviously it is difficult to analyze the relative
part s played by tolerance to infection and by resistance to becoming
infected unless techniques are available for quantitative determination
of the level of resistance to becoming infeoted. Whenever the tolerant
varieties can be replaced by immune varieties or even by varieties that
rarely become infected and that can be readily rogued or that tend not
to become highly effective reservoirs of virus for further spread of dis­
ease, this replacement would seem to be advantageous.

IV. VIAL DISEASES OF PLANTS FoR WHICH SINGLE OR MULTIPLE
GENES HAVE BEEN FOUND TO CONFER RESISTANCES

A broad field for activity in understanding the mode of inheritance
of various resistances now challenges the intelligence of plant patholo­
gists and plant breeders. Very many viral diseases have been studied
sufRciently to show that useful resistances of major and minor importance
do exist among varieties of their host plants or in close relatives of
them. A substantial beginning has been made in leaming how sorne
of these resistances are inherited in successive generations after genetic
crosses and hybridizations. Toe published literature seems to represent
an increasing number of investigations that have as their goal the deter­
mination of which genotypes provide satisfactory resistances to numerous
viral diseases.

A decade ago, a detailed review of studies dealing with genes that
were then known to confer resistances to viral diseases of plants was
published by Holmes ( 1954a). During the intervening years, results
of research have accumulated at an increasing rate. They are described
here, together with some earlier work that was not included in the
above-mentioned review.

Timian and Sisler ( 1955) reported that a symptomless response (i.e,
a toleran ce or an immunity) in barley (Hordeum vulgare L.) inoculated
with the California E strain of barley stripe mosaic virus was inherited
by one fourth of the progeny of second-generation hybrids. Inouye
(1962) reported that resistance is recessive in Imperial, but dominant
in Wien, barley.

Suneson (1955) reported that a single recessive gene in barley con­
fers modera te resistance to barley yellow dwarf disease ( presumably
a tolerance to the disease after infection). Rasmusson and Schaller
(1959) found that an incompletely dominant gene Yd confers a high
degree of tolerance and assures a fairly satisfactory yield of grain in
barley varieties infected by barley yellow dwarf virus. A recessive gene
yd, confers a lower level of tolerance; presumably this is the recessive
gene that was studied by Suneson. Resistance to barley yellow dwarf
disease was found by Schaller (1960) onl y in Abyssinian varieties of
barley. Damsteegt (1963) found that tolerance to this disease is espe­
cially common in Ethiopian (i.e., Abyssinian) varieties of barley, al­
though it is not confined to these. One Chinese variety was found
to be resistant ( Schaller et al., 1963). Damsteegt and Bruehl ( 1964)
reported that ten resistant varieties tested by them could be crossed
with Rasmusson and Schaller's resistant varieties with no segregation
for resistance in the second filial generation. Crosses of locally adapted,
but susceptible, barley varieties gave some F lines that yielded better
than either parent in the presence of barley yellow dwarf disease ( Bruehl
and Damsteegt, 1964).

Baggett (1956) noted that resistan ce to strains of bean yellow mosaic
virus (Marmor manifestum) in an interspecife cross between Phaseolus
vulgaris L. and P. coccineus L. is recessive and controlled by two,
or perhaps three, major genes.

Diachun and Henson (1959) found that tolerance to infection by
bean yellow mosaic virus is controlled by a single dominant gene in
crosses involving tolerant and mottling-type vari eties of red clover ( Tri­
folium pratense L.); a necrotic-spotting type of response, which would
tend to imply lack of easy spread of virus from the infected host,
is controlled by a gene that is dominant in crosses with mottling-type
clones of red clover but that does not function visibly in the presence
of the epistatic gene for tolerance.

Yen and Fry (1956) reported that a single recessive gene in homo­
zygous condition (mo mo) confers immunity in peas exposed to infection
by "pea mosaic virus." The strains of virus that were used in this work
were able to infect the bean, Phaseolus vulgaris, and were said to
be similar in this respeet to a strain recovered from gladiolus. In another
paper (Schroeder and Provvidenti, 1962), the gene pair mo mo was
said to confer resistance to ordinary strains of bean yellow mosaic virus
(BV2). Thus the resistance conferred by the gene pair mo mo may
be to infection or to symptom expression after exposure to bean yellow
mosaie virus (Marmor manifestum), rather than after exposure to ordi­
nary pea mosaic virus (M. leguminosarum H.). Barton et al. (1964)
believed pea virus 2 to be a strain of bean yellow mosaic virus, because
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clones of garden pea in progenies segregating the gene mo always
resist both if they resist either of these. Johnson and Hagedorn ( 1958)
also stated that a single recessive gene in peas controls resistance ( in
the sense of failure to develop chlorotie mottling) to "pea mosaic incited
by bean virus 2 ( bean yellow mosaic virus). Schroeder et al. ( 1960)
reported the single-gene resistance to bean virus 2 in peas to be inherited
as a recessive characteristic above 80°F. but as a dominant character
below 65°F.

Schroeder and Barton ( 1958) reported that a single dominant gene
in the garden pea confers resistance ( to expression of symptoms ) after
infection by pea enation mosaic virus (Marmor pisiH. ) .

Hubbeling (1959) reported that tolerance to "stippelstreep" ( stipple
streak) of beans (Phaseolus vulgaris), caused by tobacco necrosis virus
(Marmor lethale H.), is recessive to severe browning of leaf veins.
The tolerance depends on the presence of two or more recessive genes
in homozygous condition.

Miyake ( 1938) reported that a single dominant gene protects wheat
(Triticum aestiwum L.) from infection or visible damage by a mosaic
disease.

Johnson and Barnhart (1956) found that a high degree of resistance
to infection by turnip mosaic virus (Marmor brassicae) in flowering
stocks (Matthiola incana) was dependent on the presence of a single
recessive gene, rm, in homozygous condition.

Tolerance to turnip mosaic virus (referred to as virus A) in cabbage
(Brassica oleracea L.) is said to be inherited polygenically, with incom­
plete dominance of the tolerant character (Pound and Walker, 1951).
Pound ( 1952) reported that the tolerance is expressed best at 16° and
20C., and less well at higher temperatures, although one line of cab­
bage, 25-823, proved tolerant even at 28°C., and in this line the virus
remained relatively low in titer. Walker et al. ( 1953, 1957) have reported
that a partial resistance to mosaic in cabbage, caused by turnip virus
1 (Marmor brassicae) and cauliflower virus 1 (M. cruciferarum H.),
is controlled in polygeni e fashion, but how many genes are involved
has not yet been determined.

Despite earlier reports that three or more genes in cucumber
(Cucumis sativus L.) control resistance to cucumber mosaic, vVasuwat
and Walker (1961a) showed that currently used cucumber-mosaic­
resistant varieties of cucumber, such as Wisconsin SMR 12, SMR 15,
and SMR 18, possess only a single major dominant gene tbat is absent
from susceptible varieties, such as National Pickling and Wisconsin SR
6. The Chinese Long variety of cucumber also possesses this major
dominant gene for resistance. The resistance mechanism in the cucumber

partially suppresses, but does not ent irely exclude, multiplication of
cucumber mosaic virus (Marmor cucumeris) and systemic spread of
this virus in the resistant plants (Wasuwat and Walker, 1961b). Respira­
tion is not increased in infected plants of the resistant cucumber as
it is in the susceptible ( Menke and Walker, 1963). Resistant cucumber
plants have been found to produce a higher percentage of unmottled
fruits than do susceptible plants, after infection in the field, and such
mottling as does occur is less severe in fruits of resistant than in fruits
of susceptible plants ( Sinclair and Walker, 1956).

Martin ( 1960) reported that resistance to extensive systemic spread
of cucumber mosaic virus in Cucurbita pepo L. is controlled by two
recessive genes in breeding lines 176959 and 174192 but that only one
of these genes is shared by the two resistant lines; resistance in C.
maxima Duschesne and C. moschata Duschesne var, Butternut is also
recessive, but in C. moschata var. Batangas Native it is dominant to sus­
ceptibility.

Webb et al. (1960) showed that line P.I. 179590 of spinach owes
its resistance to infection by many strains of cucumber mosaic virus
to a single dominant gene not found in the highly susceptible variety
Bloomsdale; it resists infection by a number of strains of cucumber
mosaic virus that infect and damage the older resistant variety Virginia
Savoy although it, like Virginia Savoy spinach and the fully susceptible
variety Bloomsdale, becomes infected readily by strain 6 of cucumber
mosaic virus.

In the T.I. 245 variety of tobacco (Nicotiana tabacum), Fulton
( 1953) found a moderate degree of resistan ce to becoming infected
by cucumber mosaic virus. Troutman and Fulton ( 1958) believed that
inheritance of this trait was polygenic.

Sinclair and Walker (1955) reported that a single dominant gene
governs the resistant-type response, wbich is characterized by formation
of necrotic local lesions as opposed to systemic mottl ing, in cowpeas
[Vigna sinensis (L.) Endl.] infected by cucumber mosaic virus. The
resistance in this case is so effective that the protected plant will survive
grafting to a systemi cally infected and mottled recessive-type plant with­
out itself becoming visibly affected.

Susceptibility of cowpea to systernic mottling disease caused by cu­
cumber mosaic virus was found by deZeeuw and Crum ( 1963) to be
linked with resistance to systemic invasion by tobacco ringspot virus
(Annulus tabaci H.) with about 25 orossover. Both resistances to sys­
temic invasion are to some extent dominant, plants of the F, generation
being resistant to both viruses in crosses between lines that were resistant
to each separately. A single, partially dominant gene in cowpea was
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reported by deZeeuw and Ballard (1959) to give a useful degree of
hypersensitivity to infection by tobacco ringspot virus. This hypersensi­
tivity is expressed by the formation of small necrotic primary lesions,
with Iocalization of the invading virus near the site of moculahon;
absence of the more or less dominant gene permits formation of large
necrotic lesions at the site of infection, followed by top necrosis and
death of the plant. In heterozygotes, primary lesions are somewhat larger
than in homozygous resistant plants.

Tolerance after infection by peanut rosette virus (Marmor arachidis
H.) in peanut ( groundnut), Arachis hypogaea L, is controlled by two
recessive genes; resistant plants, of constitution aa.bb, resemble suscepti­
ble plants in being attacked by the aphid vector Aphis leguminosa.e
Theob., but are said to produce an antiviral substance that localizes
virus in chlorotic patches or leaves plants healthy in appearance ( de
Berchoux, 1960).

Jennings 1963) reported that a gene A, causes the raspberry variety
Malling Landmark to resist infestation by the aphid Amphorophora
rubí Kalt., which transmits the virus of raspberry mosaic disease.

Tolerance to infection by bhindi yellow vein mosaic virus ( Ochra.vena
hibiscae Capoor and Varma) in Hibiscus esculentus L. ( okra) was
found by Singh et al. (1962) to require the presence of two recessive
genes, yv, and yo,, in homozygous condition.

Walter ( 1956b) reported that a single recessive gene in the P.I.
183692 tomato (Lycopersicon esculentum Mill.) confers a resistance
to infection by tobacco etch virus (Marmor erodens H.) that may con­
stitute complete or nearly complete immunity.

Greenleaf (1956) reported that the recessive genes et' and et give
etch resistance ( masking of symptoms) in peppers (Capsicum fru­
tescens L. and C. annuum L.) when either is present in the absence of
its corresponding dominant gene, et' or et", Whether the two recessive
genes are allelic is not known. The resistance in this case seems to be a
result of slowing multiplication of tobacco etch virus in infected plants
and thus reducing the intensity of symptoms. Modifying genes for higher
resistance were suspected of occurring in sorne individual plants.

The Tabasco pepper (Capsicum frutescens) differs from ordinary
garden peppers in that it shows distinct wilting following infection by
tobacco etch virus. This wilting effect is associated with the presence
of a single dominant gene not present in nonwilting peppers ( Greenleaf
1959a,b).

Stover ( 1951) found that the two White Burley genes, g, and g,,
cause tobacco plants to be more severely injured by tobacco etch virus
than do their dominant alleles.

Cook ( 1961) found an individual bell pepper (Capsicum annuum)

plant that remained uninfected after graft and mechanical inoculations
with potato virus Y (Marmor upsilon). This plant owed its irnmunity
to a single recessive gene that was closely associated with a gene govern­
ing susceptibility to tobacco etch virus.

Subsequently, a mutant strain of potato Y virus appeared in one
of three pepper varieties, all of which possessed a single recessive gene
for resistan ce to the normal strain ( Cook, 1962). The mutant strain,
however, could affect only the single variety in which it was discovered.

In later studies ( Cook, 1963a), it was found that sorne strains of
patato virus Y were adequately resisted by single recessive genes in
pepper, but that at least three genes had some eflect on the responses
ot pepper plants to infection by one or another of the many tested
strains of Y virus.

Simmonds and Harrison (1960) reported that two loci were con­
cerned in the reactions of pepper to infection by "pepper vein-banding
virus" (potato virus Y). The doubly recessive ,v,v, plants were diff­
cult to infect, showed only mild mosaic when infected, and grew well
as diseased plants. The presence of one incompletely dominant gene,
V,, did not modify resistance to infection, but in infected plants it
tended to induce abscission of part of the leaves and to cause stunting
of growth. The other dominant, V,, increased susceptibility to infection
and plants carrying it showed severe mosaic and poor growth. When
the two genes V, and V, were both present, plants were easily infected
and developed veinal necrosis after infection; subsequently these highly
susceptible plants lost their leaves and died.

In Solanum stoloniferum Schlechtd. ( formerly known as S. anti­
poviczii Buk.) and in hybrids of this species with the cultivated
patato S. tuberosum, Ross ( 1958a, 1960) found three alleles in a descend­
ing order of dominance; Ry controlling extreme resistance (immunity)
to infection by vrrus Y, Ry providing hypersensitivity in the sense
of a tendency of infected tissues to die with localization of the invading
Virus, and ry giving susceptibility in the sense of readiness to become
mfected, although often the induced mosaic-type disease was mild or
nearly symptomless.

An additional gene of undetermined allelism in Solanum stoloniferum
IS epistatic or dominant to ry but not to Ryn or Ry (Ross, 1961);
this gene R ·it s .e J. '> ?ym permits mosaic mottling accompanied by faint necroses
when plants carrying it are infected with Y virus. It appears also that
the four genes of this series control disease types produced by virus
A (potato mild mosaic virus, Marmor solani), Ry causing irnmunity,
Ryn or Rym formation of local necrotic lesions followed by mosaic
and ry a simple mosaic reaction. >

In Solanum demissum Lindl., Cockerham ( 1958) found three allelic
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genes, in a descending order of dominance; one caused a necrotizing
response to infection by either potato virus Y or potato virus A, a
second caused a similar response to virus A but not to virus Y, and
the third failed to do this with respect to either virus.

Ross (1958b) has reviewed recent studies of the heritable resistances
to damage by infection of potato and potato hybrids with four viruses,
namely, potato leaf rol] virus (Corium solani H.) (polygeni c dominant
resistance to infection), potato virus Y (polygenie moderate resistance
to infection), potato virus A (monomeric dominant extreme resistance
to infection), and potato virus X (Annulus dubi us) (dimeric dominant
hypersensitivity and monomerie as well as dimeric immuni ty). Eflorts
to combine resistance to the four viruses are also reported in the same
publication.

Bagnall and Bradley (1958) reported that potato varieties responding
to infection with patato virus Y by mottling showed a larger total
number of infected plants each year but that varieties that reacted
by death of affected tissues tended to show less total infection in suc­
cessive years, the disease being to some extent self-eliminating, affected
plants eventually dying without producing tubers.

Endemann (1955) found that resistan ce in many lines of tobacco
wi th respect to the strains of patato virus Y that cause browning along
veins was controlled by recessive genes, and probably by no more than
two recessive genes.

Partial resistance to infection by Y virus in tobacco was reported
by Koelle ( 1958) in a mutant of a susceptible tobacco called Virgin
A; the mutant proved very susceptible to infection by Peronospora
tabacina Adam ( Koelle, 1961); Koelle ( 1962) attributed the resistance
to infection by Y virus to a single recessive gene in which Virgin A
and its mutant difier. Koelle ( 1963) stated that Y virus-resistant varieties
of tobacco showed higher polyphenol oxidase activity than susceptible
varieties.

The variety V20 of tobacco was reported by Schmelzer and Klinkow­
ski (1959) to be fully resistant to infection by sorne strains of virus
Y; presumably this means complete or nearly complete immunity with
respect to infection.

Henderson and Troutman ( 1963) reported recently that a disease
believed to have been caused by virus Y in tobacco was most severe,
with vascular necrosis, in plants carrying a gene for root-knot resistance.

In the allotetraploid Solanum acaule Bitt., Ross (1954) found that
some plants were easily infected by potato X virus (i.e., potato mottle
virus) and subsequently became mottled. Others showed necrosis,
largely localized in dark brown primary lesions at the site of inoculation.

Still others showed high resistance or immunity, in the sense that they
failed to become infected and hence showed no symptoms. Immune
plants crossed with mottling-type susceptibles gave resistant F, prog­
eny, approximate 3: 1 ratios of resistant to susceptible seedlings in F2

generations, and half of the F2 plants that showed segregation gave
3:1 ratios but the other half much higher ratios, 20.8: 1 to 35: l. This
suggested that sorne of the S. acaule plants of the F generation had
one and others more than one dominant gene capable of producing
the highly resistant condition.

Cockerham (1958) showed that three alleles in a descending order
of dominance control the immune, necrotizing, and tolerant responses
of Solanum acaule to infection by potato virus X.

Kishore ( 1960) found a recessive type of immunity to infection by
"virus X" ( potato mottle virus) in the cultivated potato Solanum tubero­
sum. This recessive type of immunity is controlled by a gene c, not
needed for the previously known immunity in patato that depends on
the simultaneous presence of two dominant genes, but that in its turn
does not need the dominant genes and behaves independently. When
present as a homozygous recessive, gene c imparts immunity but it
does not otherwise aflect the expression of the dominant complementary
genes.

A combination of three resistances in line Pll of pepper (Capsicum
annuum) was reported by Cook and Anderson in 1959. This combination
involved a hypersensitive response to most strains of tobacco mosaic
virus (Marmor tabaci), a tolerance to most strains of tobacco etch
virus (M. erodens), and a failure to permit multiplication of potato
Y virus (M. upsilon). Cook and Anderson ( 1960) attributed the re­
sistance to Y virus of Pll pepper to a single recessive gene y. Cook
(1961) reported a combination of two resistances in a single pepper
plant, YRPlO; this plant occurred in a Y virus-susceptible line, but
sublines derived from it contained a single recessive gene in homozygous
condition that did not segregate following crosses with the Pll pepper
line and that seemed to confer immunity to infection by Y virus; he
concluded that lines of pepper derived from line YPRlO were homo­
zygous for the recessive gene y; the pepper line derived from YPRlO
also showed the ll genes that condition the imperfect localization reac­
tion to tobacco mosaic virus.

Cook (1963b) reported that a plant of PI. 183441, a vari ety of
Capsicum annuum, showed no symptoms after inoculation by tobacco
mosaic virus; in F, hybrids with other pepper lines localized necrotio
lesions appeared; in sorne F2 plants, necrotic lesions were not clearly
demarcated and abscission of inoculated leaves was retarded. Cook ex-
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pressed the opinion, however, that a gene in the original resistant pepper
plant was similar to, or the same as, the Tabasco gene, which normally
implies a sharply aemarcatea necrotic local-lesion response with prompt
and effective abscission of inoculated leaves.

Lutes ( 1954) confrmed the earlier reportea behavior of genes L
(localized necrosis), l1 ( imperfectly localizea necrosis) and l ( absence
of necrotic local lesions and subsequent systemic chlorotic mottling)
in peppers (Capsicum frutescens and C. annuum) inoculatea with to­
bacco mosaic virus.

Thompson et al. (1962) reported that lines of Scotia bean (Phaseolus
vulgaris) capable of responding to inoculation with tobacco mosaic virus
by production of localized necrotic lesions differed from completely
immune lines of the same variety by possessing a single recessive gene
tm in homozygous condition.

Endemann and Egerer ( 1962) reportea three recessive genes as con­
ferring resistance to tobacco mosaic virus in derivatives of Ambalema
tobacco; usually tolerance in Ambalema tobacco has been described
as depending on two recessive genes in homozygous condition.

In 1955, Holmes reviewed the successive increases in resistance to
tobacco mosaic disease in tobacco that had been gainea by accumulation
of genes to that date. Clayton ( 1953) indicated that tobacco mosaic
virus is unable to maintain itself in available resistant varieties and
that such crops are completely free of this virus.

Holmes ( 1958) pointed out that each gene for resistance earlier
studied had been speeife for the consti tuent strains of a single virus
and had failed to be applicable to resistance against multiple viruses;
hence a presumption of viral relationship woula be provided if a single
segregating gene could be shown to influence the type of disease pro­
duced by two viral isolates. In contrast to this, Troutman and Fulton
( 1958) showed that a line of tobacco known as T.I. 245 tended to
escape infection not only by cucumber mosaic virus (Marmor
cucumeris) but also by tobacco necrosis virus ( M. lethale), turnip
mosaic virus ( M. brassicae), tobacco streak virus (Annulus orae H.),
and tobacco mosaic virus. Subsequently this T.I. 245 tobacco was found
to have a simi lar tendency to escape infection by a number of additional
viruses and incorporation of two recessive genes from it was effective
in raising the level of resistance to infection by tobacco mosaic virus
in tobacco mosaic-resistant stocks of tobacco ( Holmes, 1960). At the
same time tobacco mosaic-resistant derivatives of T.I. 245 tobacco, but
not susceptible sister lines, were shown to have acquired resistance to six
viruses other than tobacco mosaic virus; to all of these T.I. 245 tobacco
was known to be moderately resistant ( Holmes, 1961). In this case, at

]east, a sort of nonspecificity of resistance seemed to exist, as though the
genes in question were effective in reducing slightly the efficiency of
the inoculation process or some other factor common to all the attempts
at infection by the tested viruses.

The development of lines of tomato resistant to tobacco mosaie dis­
ease has proved relatively difficult.

Watson et al. ( 1954) produced tomatolike derivatives from crosses
of tomato with Lycopersicon hirsutum Humb. and Bonpl. These deriva­
tives showed a tendency to resist infection by tobacco mosaic virus
and to suppress multiplication of the virus after it was established in
them.

Holmes ( 1954b) reported that a single dominant gene in Lycoper­
sicon esculent um notably reduced the level of susceptibility to in­
fection by tobacco mosaic virus; the introduced tendency to escape
infection in the feld was adequate to protect tomato lines against in­
terna! browning disease, to which no other tested line of tomato had
ever proved resistant. At fRrst, although backerosses of resistant plants
gave approximate l: 1 ratios of resistant and susceptibl e plants, ratios
were defoient after self-pollination of resistant-type plants, usually being
approximate 2: 1 rather than 3: 1 ratios. Eventually, however, true-breed­
ing resistant lines were produced ( Holmes, 1957).

Walter (1956a) developed tomato lines carrying three recessive genes
for resistance to tobacco mosaic and combined this resistance with a
single recessive gene resistance to tobacco etch infection (Walter
1956b). '

Murakishi (1960) reported that I-Iolmes' and Walter's tobacco mo­
saic-resistant tomato lines resisted both gray wall and internal browning
disease.

Murakishi (1962) found that the mosaic-resistant tomato, N-32-66-1a
did not show the usual systemic necrosis (double virus streak) when
simultaneously infected by tobacco mosaic virus and potato virus X,
the tobacco mosaic virus remaining at a mínimum detectable leve] even
though it stimulated a fourfold increase of potato virus X over singly
infected plants. Murakishi and Honma (1963) reported the same resist­
ance to double virus streak in several other of the known tobacco mo­
saic-resistant tomato lines.

Alexander ( 1963) transferred a resistance to four strains of tobacco
"7OSaic virus from Lycopersicon peruvianum (L.) Mill. to L. esculentum.

single dominant gene was believed to control the resistance, but
resistant-type plants were found to be more numerous than expected
in backeross generations.

Soost ( 1963) described a dominant gene, Tm,, which occurred only
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in heterozygous condition in normally green plants from a complex
tomato hybrid, all plants homozygous for this gene being virescent.
The presence of this dominant gene conferred resistance to expression
of mottling symptoms after inoculation with tobacco mosaic virus, except
that symptoms were noted late in the season in sorne heterozygous plants.

V. VIAL DISEASES Fon WIcn RESISTANCES HAVE BEEN NOTED
WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF GENIC CONTROLS

Numerous resistances have been noted by plant pathologists and
plant breeders wi thout any corresponding knowledge of breeding be­
havior. It is obvious that future studies of the mode of inheritance
will be needed in many cases.

Bagall ( 1960) noted dominance of a high degree of resistan ce to
potato virus F in the cross Solanum tuberosum var. Epicure X 4n S.
chacocnse Bitt., but did not learn how many genes were involved in
inheritance of the resistance. Kollmer and Larson ( 1960) also noted
resistance to infection by patato virus F in S. chacoense and in severa!
interspecife hybrids with that species, such as F, S. ,goniocalyx X S.
chacoense, S. verrucosum X chacoense, and S. demissum X S. chacoense,
which completely resisted sap inoculation and developed only slow and
often incomplete top necrosis upon graft inoculation. Nineteen intro­
ductions of the species S. chacoense had resisted both sap inoculation
and top-graft inoculation.

Bagnall and Young (1960) reported that immunity to infection by
virus S in patato was inherited in multigenic fashion, at least one sig­
nificant gene being recessive.

In crosses between varieties of cacao ( Theobroma cacao L.) that
are respectively sensitive and tolerant to infection by cacao swollen
shoot virus (Marmor theobromae Posnette ), the sensitive reaction has
been reported as dominant ( Longworth and Thresh, 1963), but the
number of genes responsible for this characteristic is not known.

The variety of tobacco known as V20 has been reported by Schmelzer
and Klinkowski ( 1959) to be relatively resistant to infection by tobacco
etch virus (Marmor erodens) and by patato virus A (M. solani). The
mode of inheritance of this resistance is not yet known, nor is it certain
whether virus fails to infect or fails to spread systemically.

Resistan ce to top yellows in peas was thought by Hubbeling (1956)
to have a dominant type of inheritance but the number of genes involved
was not disclosed.

Resistance to subterranean clover stunt virus was found dominant
in crosses between susceptible and resistant varieties of subterranean
clover (Trifolium subterraneum L.) by Peak et al. ( 1963), but the

nature of resistance is not yet fully understood and more than one
major gene may be involved.

Brierley and Smith (1946) found that of 27 tested varieties of onion
(Allium cepa L.) only the variety Nebuka resisted damage when ex­
posed to infection by the shallot strain and 3 other strains of onion
yellow dwarf virus (Marmor cepa e H.). This same resistance was shared
by the amphidiploid Nebuka White Portugal, which showed that the
resistance is heritable and dominant in effeet. Whether a single dominant
gene is adequate to account for this resistance has not yet been
determined.

In muskmelon (Cucumis melo L.), plants in sorne lines were found
to be susceptible to mottling-type infection by watermelon mosaic virus
(Marmor citrulli Anderson) but sorne plants in other lines seemed to
be immune to the virus strain used for mechanical inoculation ( Foster
and Dennis, 1963). Future breeding operations are likely to disclose
a genetic mechanism responsible for these different responses to
inoculation.

AII tested varieties of alfalfa (Medicago satiwa L.) seem to be sus­
ceptible to infection by alfalfa dwarf disease virus (Morsus suffodiens
H.), but sorne individual plants were selected by Houston and Stanford
( 1954) as more tolerant than others; a resistant line, California Common
49, is based on these selections.

Tomato vari eties that are more or less resistant to damage by sugar­
beet curly top virus ( Ruga verrucosans) have been introduced. The
Owyhee tomato, developed in Idaho, and line 193, developed in Utah,
have proved less resistant when grown in each other's areas than in
their own ( Martin, 1963). The genic constitution of these varieties has
not yet been established, but the difference in behavior in different
areas suggests that each possesses some factor or factors for resistance
lacking in the other.

Resistance to damage by curly top virus has been noted also in
Solanum pennelii Dun. and an effort is being made to transfer the
genes responsible for this resistance to curly top-resistant breeding lines
of tomato to complement resistance already available (Martin, 1962).

Sorne breeding now has been done in sweet potatoes [Ipomoea
batatas (L.) Lam.] to establish resistance to internal cork virus (Lethum
rhizopilum Hildebrand). Nielsen (1956) stated that the wide range
of symptoms among sweet potato varieties indicates that a number of
"tio factors affect symptom development. Nielsen and Pope (1960)

Pinted out that resistance to virus multiplication occurs in seedlings
o! the sweet potato variety HM-15 and that a condition of tolerance
occurs also. Harmon ( 1960) reported that resistance to interna! cork
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disease is dominant in crosses of resistant varieties, such as HM-15 and
HM-36, with several susceptible varieties.

Simons ( 1960) found the Italian EI pepper resistant to infection
by potato Y virus (Marmor upsilon). Later, Simons and Moss (1963)
reported that the resistance in this variety, in respect to infection by
both aphid feeding and mechanical inoculation, was associated with
the presence of an inhibitory substance in the leaves. The inhibitor
is believed not to affect the virus but merely to reduce the susceptibility
of the host plant.

Sorne wheat varieties did not becorne infected by prairie wheat yellow
rnosaic virus (Marmor tritici H. var. fulvum MeK.) or by wheat mosaic
rosette virus (M. tritici var. typicum MeK.) when exposed to infested
soil in the feld, but were found to be susceptible on rnechanical inocula­
tion. Others were found to be susceptible both in the feld and to
experimental inoculation (MeKinney, 1948). Immunity in the feld may
be to a vector, rather than to the virus as such. The mode of mhentance
of the immunity is still to be leamed by future breeding experiment.
Resistances to wheat streak rnosaic virus (Marmor virgatum McK.)

have been noted in sorne wheat X Agropyron and wheat X rye crosses
( Bellingham et al., 1957). The rnode of inheritance is unknown.

Studies of resistance to oat red leaf, the disease caused by barley
yellow dwarf virus in oats (Avena sativa L.), have been surnmarized
by Bruehl ( 1961); nothing is known of the genes involved.

In sorghum (Sorghum vulgare Pers.), a few varieties produce ne­
crotic lesions systernically as a result of infection by sugarcane mosaic
virus (Marmor sacchari H.); some are tolerant, and others show only
rnosaic mottling ( Dean and Colernan, 1959). The mode of inheritance
of these different responses is not yet known.

REFERENCES

Alexander, L. J. (1963). Phytopathology 53, 869. Abstr.
Apple, J. L., Chapli, J. F., and Mann, T. J. (1962). Phytopathology 52, 722. Abstr.
Baggett, J. R. (1956). Plant Disease Reptr. 40, 702-707.
Bagnall, R. H. ( 1960). Phytopathology 50, 460-464.
Bagnall, R. H., and Bra<lley, R. H. E. ( 1958). Phytopathology 48, 121--125.
Bagnall, R. H., and Young, D. A. (1960). Am. Potato J. 37,311. Abstr.
Barton, D. W., Schroeder, W. T., Provvi<lenti, R., an<l Mishanec, W. ( 1964) ·

Plant Disease Reptr. 48, 353-355.
Bellingham, R. C., Fellows, H., and Sill, W. H., Jr. (1957). Phytopathology 47, 516.

Abstr.
Best, R. J. (1954). Australian J. Biol. Sci. 7, 415424.
Best, R. J. (1961 ). Virology 15, 327-339.
Best, R. J., and Gallus, H. P. C. ( 1955). Enzymologia 17, 207-221.
Black, L. M. (1953). Phytopathology 43, 466. Abstr.

Black, L. M., Wolcyrz, S., an<l Whitcomb, R. F. (1958). Intern. Cong. Microbio!.,
7th, Stockholm, 1958 p. 255. Almqvist and Wiksells, Uppsala.

Brierley, P., an<l Smith, F. F. (1946). Phytopathology 36, 292--296.
Bruehl, G. W.(1961). Am. Phytopathol. Soc. Monograph 1, 52 pp.
Bru ehl, G. W., an<l Damsteegt, V. D. (1964). Plant Disease Reptr. 48, 470.
Buttenschón, H. (1963). Z. Pflanzenzuecht. 50, 9--20.
Clayton, E. E. ( 1953 ). Phytopathology 43, 239-244.
Cockerham, G. (1958). Proc. 3rd Conf. Potato Virus Diseases, Lisse-Wageningen,

1957 pp. 199-203. H. Veenman & Zonen, Wageningen.
Cockerham, G., and Davidson, T. M. W. (1963). Scot. Plant Breeding Sta. Record,

pp. 26-29.
Cook, A. A. (1961). Phytopathology 51, 550-552.
Cook, A. A. (1962). Plant Disease Reptr. 46, 569.
Cook, A. A. (1963a). Phytopathology 53, 720-722.
Cook, A. A. (1963b). Plant Disease Reptr. 47, 783-786.
Cook, A. A., an<l An<lerson, C. R. ( 1959). Phytopatlwlogy 49, 198-201.
Cook, A. A., an<l Anderson, C. R. (1960). Phytopathology 50, 73-75.
Damsteegt, V. D. (1963). Dissertation Abstr. 23, 4492.
Damsteegt, V. D., and Bruehl, G. W. (1964). Phytopathology 54, 219-224.
Daubeny, H. A., and Stace-Smith, R. (1963). Can. J. Plant Sci. 43, 413-415.
Dean, J. L., an<l Coleman, O. H. (1959). Plant Disease Reptr. 43, 522-527.
Dean, L. L., an<l Wilson, V. E. (1959). Plant Disease Reptr. 43, 1108-1110.
de Berchoux, C. (1960). Oleagineur 15, 229-234.
<leZeeuw, D. J., an<l Ballar<l, J. C. (1959). Phytopathology 49, 332-334.
de'Zeeuw, D. J., and Crum, R. A. (1963). Phytopathology 53, 337-340.
Diachun, S. an<l Henson, L. (1959). Phytopathology 49, 537.
Endemann, W. (1955). Ber. Inst. Tabakforsch. Dresden 2, 57-76.
Endemann, W., and Egerer, A. (1962). Ber. Inst. Tabakforsch. Dresden. 9,

230-245.
Foster, R. E., an<l Dennis, H. E. ( 1963). Phuytopathology 53, 600602.
Fulton, R. W. (1953). Phuntopathology 43, 472. Abstr.
GIddigs, N. J. ( 1954). Phytopathology 44, 123-125.
Greenleaf, W. H. (1956). Phytopathology 46, 371-375.
Greenleaf, W. H. ( 1959a). Phytopathology 49,317. Abstr.
Greenleaf, W. H. (1959b). "Highlights of Agricultural Research," Vol. 6, No. l.

Agricultura! Experiment Station of the Alabama Polytechnic Inst., Auburn,
Alabama.

Harmon, S. A. (1960). Dissertation Abstr. 21, 411-412.
Henderson, R. C., an<l Troutman, J. L. (1963). Plant Disease Reptr. 47, 187-189.
Henderson, R. G., Sears, R. D., and Spasolf, L. ( 1957). Virginia J. Sci. 8, 267.
Holmes, F. O. (1934). Phytopathology 24, 845-873.
Holmes, F. O. ( 1936). Phytopathology 26, 896-904.
Holmes, F. O. (1938). Phytopathology 28, 553-561.
Holmes, F. O. (1952). IndianPhytopathol. 5, 8-16.
Holmes, F. O. (1953). 34th. Ann. Rept. Quebec Soc. Protection Plants, Quebec,

1952, pp. 116-127.
Holmes, F. O. (1954a). Advan. Virus Res. 2, 1-30.
Holmes, F. O. ( 1954b). Phytopathology 44, 640-642.
Holmes, F. O. ( 1955). Ann. Appl. Biol. 42, 129-139.
Holmes, F. O. ( 1957). Phtopathology 47, 16-17. Abstr.



160 FRANCIS O. HOLMES GENETICS OF VIRUSES AND THEIR PLANT HOSTS 161

Holmes, F. O. ( 1958). Virology 5, 382-390.
Holmes, F. O. (1960). Virology 12, 59---67.
Holmes, F. O. ( 1961 ). Virology 13, 409413.
Holoubek, V. (1962). Virology 18, 401-404.
Houston, B. R., and Stanford, E. H. (1954). Phytopathology 44, 493. Abstr.
Hubbeling, N. (1956). Euphytica 5, 71-86.
Hubbeling, N. (1959). Recent Adan. Botany 1, 438443.
Inouye, T. (1962). Ber. Ohara Inst. Landwirtsch. Biol. Okayama. Uniw. 11, 413496.
Jennings, D. L. ( 1963). Hort. Res. 2, 82-96.
Johnson, B. L., and Bamhart, D. 1956. Proc. Am. Soc. Hort. Sci. 67, 522-533.
Johnson, K. W., and Hagedom, D. J. (1958). Phytopathology 48, 451-453.
Kishore, H. (1960). Dissertation Abstr. 20, 42494250.
Koelle, G. (1958). Tabak-Forsch. 25, 90-92.
Koelle, G. ( 1961 ). Zuechter 31, 90-93.
Koelle, G. (1962). Zechter 32, 369371.
Koelle, G, (1963). Zuechter 33, 81-84.
Kollmer, G. F., and Larson, R. H. (I960). Wisconsin Uniw. Agr. Expt. Sta. Res. Bull.

223, 40 pp.
Kunkel, L. O. (1940). Publ. Am. Assoc. Advan. Sci. 12, 22-27.
Longworth, J. F., ad Thresh, J. M. (1963). Ann. Appl. Bol. 52, 117-124.
Lutes, D. D. (1954). Dissertation Abstr. 14, 1900-1901.
McKinney, H. H. (1948). Phytopathology 38, 1003-1013.
MacKinnon, J. P., and Bagnall, R. H. (1962). Phytopathology 52, 718-719.
Martin, M. W. ( 1960). Visserfation Abstr. 20, 3462.
Martín, M. W. (1962). Phytopathology 52, 1230-1231.
Martin, M. W. (1963). Plant Disease Reptr. 47, 119-120.
Menke, G. H., and Walker, J. C. (1963). Phytopathology 53, 1349-1355.
Miyake, M. ( 1938). Japan. ]. Genet. 14, 239-242.
Murakishi, H. H. (1960). Phytopathology 50, 408-412.
Murakishi, H. H. (1962). Phytopathology 52, 22. Abstr.
Murakishi, H. H., and Honma, S. (1963). Euphytica 12, 27-31.
Nielsen, L. W. (1956). Phytopathology 46, 22. Abstr.
Nielsen, L. W., and Pope, D. T. (1960). Plant Disease Reptr. 44, 342-347.
Norval, I. P. (1938). Phytopathology 28, 675-692.
Peak, J. W., Morley, F. H. W., and Grylls, N. E. (1963). Australian J. Agr.

Res. 14, 639645.
Pound, G. S. (1952). Phytopathology 42, 83-88.
Pound, G. S., ancl Walker, J. C. (1951). Phytopathology 41, 1083--1090.
Provvídentí, R., and Schroeder, W. T. ( 1963). Phytopathology 53, 886. Abstr.
Rasmusson, D. C., and Schaller, C. W.( 1959). Agron. J. 51, 661-664.
Ross, H. (1954). Proc. Intern. Congr. Genet., 9th, Bellagio, Italy, 1953, published

in Caryologia 6 (suppl.), 1128-1132.
Ross, H. (1958a). Proc. 3rd Conf. Potato Virus Diseases, Lisse-Wageningen, 1957

pp. 204-211. H. Veenman & Zonen, Wageningen.
Ross, H. ( 1958b). European Patato J. 1 (4),1-19.
Ross, H. (1960). European Potato J. 3(4), 296306.
Ross, H. (1961). Proc. 4th Conf. Potato Virus Diseases, Braunschweig, 1960 pp. 40-

49. H. Veenman & Zonen, Wageníngen.
San Juan, M. O. (1961). Dissertation Abst. 22, 1789-1790. San Juan, M. O., and

Pound, G. S. ( 1963). Phytopathology 53, 1276-1279.

Schaller, C. W. ( 1960). Phytopathology 50, 653. Abstr.
Schaller, C. W., Rasmusson, D. C., and Qualset, C. O. (1963). Crop. Sci. 3,

342-344.
Schmelzer, K., and Klinkowski, M. (1959). Ziüchter 29, 229-237.
Schroeder, W. T., and Barton, D. W. (1958). Phytopathology 48, 628-632.
Schroeder, W. T., and Provvidenti, R. ( 1962). Phytopathology 52, 751. Abstr.
Schroeder, W. T., Provvidentí, R., Barton, D. W., and Mishanec, W. ( 1960),

Phytopathology 50, 654, Abstr.
Simmonds, N. W., and Harrison, E. (1960). Genetics 44, 1281-1289.
Simons, J. N. (1960). Phytopathology 50, 424428.
Simons, J. N., and Moss, L. M. (1963). Phytopathology 53, 684-691.
Sinclair, J. B., and Walker, J. C. ( 1955). Phytopatlwlogy 45, 563-564.
Sinclair J. B., and Walker, J. C. (1956). Phytopathology 46, 519-522.
Singh, H. B., Joshi, B. S., Khanna, P. P., ancl Gupta, P. S. (1962). Indian J.

Genet. 22, 137-144.
Solymosy, F., and Farkas, G. L. ( 1962). Naturn 195, 835.
Solymosy, F., Farkas, G. L., and Király, Z. ( 1959 ). Nature 184, 706--707.
Soost, R. K. (1963). J. Heredity 54, 241-244.
Stover, R. H. (1951). Phytopathology 41, 1125-1126.
Sunderland, D. W., and Merrett, M. J. (1963). Nature 200, 921.
Suneson, C. A. (1955). Agron. J. 47,283.
Thompson, A. E., Lower, R. L., and Thornberry, H. H. ( 1962). J. Heredity 53,

89-91.
Thomson, A. D. (1961). Virology 13, 507-514.
Timian, R. G., and Sisler, W. W. ( 1955). Plant Disease Reptr. 39, 550-552.
Troutman, J. L., and Fulton, R. W. (1958). Virology 6, 303-316.
Walker, J. C., Larson, R. H., ancl Pound, G. S. ( 1953). Phytopathology 43,

649---650.
Walker, J. C., Larson, R. H., and Pound, G. S. (1957). Phytopathology 47,

269-271.
Walter, J. M. (1956a). Phytopathology 46, 513-516.
Walter, J. M. (1956b). Phuytopathology 46, 517--519.
'asuwat, S. L., and Walker, J. C. (1961a). Phytopathology 51, 423428.
asuwat, S. L., ancl Walker, J. C., ( 1961b). Phytopathology 51, 614-616.

Watson, M. A. (1960). Virology 10, 211-232.
Watson, R. D., Heinrich, E. C., and Harvey, W. R. ( 1954). Idalio Univ. Agr.

Espt. Sta. Res. Bull. 27, 20 pp.
Webb, R. E., Perry, B. A., Jones, H. A., and McLean, D. M. (1960). Phytopathology

50, 54-56.
"itraub, M., and Ragel, H. W. J. (1961). Phytopathology 51, 215-219.·,",» and Fry, P. R. (1956). Australtan J. Agr. Res. 7, 272-280, plus

p a e,



INTRODUCTION, TRANSLOCATION, AND DISTRIBUTION
OF VIRUSES IN PLANTS

lrving R. Schneider

Plant Virology Laboratory, Crops Research Division, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Beltsville, Maryland

I. Scope of Review . . . . . . . . .
II. Problems in Studying the Translocation of Viruses

A. Quantitative Aspects
B. Activities Concurrent with the Translocation of Viruses
C. Following the Translocation of Virus Particles . . . . . . .

III. Introduction of Viruses into Different Regions and the Effect on Distribution
A. Introduction of Viruses
B. Effect on Distribution of Viruses

IV. Intracellular l'vlovement and Distribution of Viruses
A. Movement
B. Distribution .

V. Transport from Cell to Cell
A. Introduction .
B. Short-Distance Transport
C. Long-Distance Transport
D. Intermediate-Distance Transport

VI. Distribution .
A. Distribution of Tissue-Limited Viruses
B. Distribution Patterns of Mosaie Viruses
C. Meristematic Tissues
D. Seed Transmission .
E. Absence of Translocation in Sorne Necrotic-Responding Hosts

VII. Summary .
References

163
164
164
165
165
166
166
171
175
175
180
184
184
184
189
199
202
202
203
906
208
211
213
215

I. SCOPE OF REIEW

The subject of this chapter was reviewed in detail by Bennett (1956).
The present writer reviews primarily research from 1956 through June
1964. Select phases have been covered by others ( Esau, 1956; Esau
et al., 1957; Yarwood, 1957; Wildman, 1959; Crafts, 1961; Mundry, 1963;
Siegel and Zaitlin , 1964). Several of the reviews are limited exclusively
to tobacco mosaic virus ( TMV) in leaves.

The introduction of viruses into different tissues and portions of
the plant is considered especially in relation to their subsequent translo­
cation and distribution. The infection by viruses and their mul tiplication

163
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are treated in relation to translocation and distribution but are not
discussed in detail.

Recently, data have been obtained about early phases of virus infec­
tions, and the writer is summarizing that part which concems the intra­
cellular movement and distribution of viruses.

Movement from cell to cell may be via different pathways, and
advances in our knowledge about translocation of viruses along these
pathways, together with sorne remaining questions, are indicated. Move­
ment of a virus refers to the movement of unknown form ( s) of virus
particles which leave one cell and initiate infection in another cell. The
evidence for possible translocating forms of a virus is discussed. The
possible mechanisms of transport of viruses are part of the general
problem concerning the transport of solutes. The differing mechanisms
of transport hypothesized, together with supporting data, are treated
in other recent reviews (Esau et al., 1957; Crafts, 1961; Thaine, 1962;
Kursanov, 1963; Canny, 1963; Zimmermann, 1964).

Finally, the distribution of viruses within plants may be extensive
or restricted, and data concerning different distribution pattems are
reviewed here. The conclusions presented in this chapter are considered
tentative because evidence is frequently circumstantial rather than
unequivocal.

II. PROBLEMS I STUDYING TIE TRANSLOCATION OF VIUSES

A. Quantitative Aspects

The translocation of viruses within plants cannot be placed on a
quantitative basis ( Mitchell et al., 1960). The translocation of exo­
genously applied compounds includes both absorption and translocation.
Even though the two processes are different, the two together result
in the transfer of a portion of a compound applied to the plant's external
surface from the region of application to various places within the
plant. To leam about this, one should know what portion of the applied
compound entered the plant and the subsequent distribution of the
compound in different regions of the plant at different intervals of time
on a quantitative basis. The compound may be poorly or readily ab­
sorbed and may be more or less rapidly metabolized into different
metabolites, but sorne quantitative accounting may be given because
sorne portion of the applied compound or derivatives of it are
recoverable.

Serious diffculties arise when we try to gain similar data about
plant viruses. The analogy of "absorption" is the introduction (through

wounds) of virus particles into plant cells. Sorne particles initiate an
infection process, but most of the particles applied do not. The virus
particles that are successfully introduced into cells are not usually the
very same particles that move appreciable distances from introduction
sites. Rather, sorne intermediate product or part of a new "generation"
of virus particles may now move into nearby cells where the process
is presumably repeated for every new cell infected. An unknown number
of virus particles begins a process responsible for the formation of an
unknown number of translocated particles. The bulk of the infectious
particles appears to remain in the cell in which they were formed.

Sorne of the translocated particles may move only to an adjacent
cell; some that enter specialized cells may move farther. The effect
created when one observes symptom spread and detects large quantities
of virus in various uninoculated portions of the plant is that large
numbers of virus particles have moved. This may be an illusion, however,
because thus far it has been impossible to detect moving particles them­
selves, as distinguished from virus particles formed intracellularly, and
to determine the number that contribute to the rapid spread. Since
viruses are not motile but are dependent upon the plant's own transloca­
tion systems, it is not likely that viruses are translocated more readily
than other large particles such as nucleic acid, protein, or nucleoprotein.
However, little information has been published concerning the transloca­
tion of such particles.

B. Activities Concurrent with the Translocation of Viruses

Since the recovery and detection of the translocated particles are usu­
ally impossible, the data obtained concerning movement have been
affected by asynchronous cycles of infection, multiplication, and survival
which occur concurrently. It thus has been difficult or impossible to
study factors that influence the translocation of particles without also
influencing the interrelated phases of virus formation. The results may
thus not be explainable on the basis of translocation alone. In effect,
most studies follow the accumulation of newly formed virus particles
In new regions rather than the translocation of virus particles from
inoculated to uninoculated regions.

C. Following the Translocation of Virus Particles
We have been unable to obtain data concerning the direction of

virus movement within specifc regions during very short periods of
time. This inability results because we cannot follow the movement
of radioactively labeled virus particles. As stated previously in this sec­
tion, the infecting particles are not the same particles that move appre­
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ciable distances. Furthermore, it is rarely possible to distinguish between
virus translocated from primarily infected loci and virus translocated
from secondarily infected loci.

Translocation alone, without infection and multiplication preceding,
probably can occur in the phloem of nonhosts, which may receiv.e virus
by organic union wi th dodder and/ or an infected host and may possibly
occur when virus is introduced directly by a vector into sieve tubes
(Bennett, 1934) and probably occurs when virus is introduced into
dead water-conducting cells of the xylem (Sclmeider and Worley,
1959a).

There is still considerable doubt about what moves between cells.
Whatever moves must carry with it the ability to initiate an infection
and the multiplication of specifc nucleoprotein (virus) in cells not
originally inoculated. This will be discussed in more detail in Section
v,c.

III. INTRODUCTION OF VIUSES INTO DIFFERENT REGIONS AND TIE
EFFECT ON DISTRIBUTION

A. Introduction of Viruses

The introduetion of virus into a cell determines the primary sites
from which translocation may begin. Introduced virus particles may
be translocated before primary infections occur (Bennett, 1934;
Schneider and Worley, 1959a). However, in most diseases, primary infec­
tions do precede the spread of virus from the cells in which the virus
particles were introduced.

Viruses may be introduced into different portions of the plant; viz.,
into the leaf, stem, or root. It has been usual to study movement that
originates from primary sites in a leaf. However, the importance of soil
transmission in the initiation of primary infections has become more
evident ( Harrison, 1960; Cadman, 1963). Follen can introduce viruses
into an unusual entry site when it transmits viruses to mother plants
via their flowers ( Das and MiIbrath, 1961; George and Davidson, 1963).

Viruses may be introduced into a superficial layer or alternately may
be introduced into cells located below the epidermis by vectors or by
tissue union with infected sources.

1. Introduction into the Epidermis by Abrasion ( Mechanical Inoculation)
a. Inefficiency. The introduction of virus into the superficial layer of

a leaf by mechanical inoculation is an inefficient process. Yarwood found
that about 6 of TMV applied by rubbing remained on the leaf after
washing (Yarwood, 1952). This bound virus conceivably could be the

portian of the inoculum that takes part in the infection process; but
to result in a single visible infection site ( a lesion), as many as 50,000
particles (Steere, 1955) to a million or more of TMV (Bawden, 1964)
may be necessary. With tobacco ringspot virus (TRSV), one infection
per 120,000 particles is possible (Steere, 1955). It appears that most
of the particles that remain on the surface do not take part in infection
if one particle per infection is required. Even if only 1.5% of the TMV
rods is capable of initiating infection, as has been suggested (Rappaport
and Siegel, 1955), the inefficiency of mechanical inoculation has not
been satisfactorily explained.

Individual susceptible regions appear to vary in suscept ibility. Thus,
different numbers of virus particles are necessary to produce infection
at different sites ( Kleczkowski, 1950). Areas which were more difficult
to infect on Nicotiana glutinosa L. leaves, and which required a greater
concentration of TMV than easily infected areas, were those near the
petiole and near the leaf tip (Rappaport and Wildman, 1959). It has
been estimated that of 10 to 108 cells on the surface of a tobacco
leaf, only 10 may be infected at one time under the usual conditions
of inoculation (Wildman, 1959). Other cells must be susceptible inas­
much as many are later infected by cell-to-cell movement of virus.
Not all susceptible points of entry are invaded with a single rubbing;
additional rubbings may add to the total number of infections (Yarwood,
1957).

b. Wound Requirement. The possibility that undamaged cells of
tissue cultures can sometimes be infected with TMV was suggested
(Kassanis et al., 1958). Apparently, tissue cultures lack a cuticle and
their thin walls ( which may be primary only) might differ in permea­
bility from those of intact plants. However, the number of infections
that may have occurred without wounds was low; the number of per­
manent infections depended on the number of injuries as well as on
the type ( Bergmann, 1959).

Root infections, presumably in the absence of vectors, do not occur
unequivocally without wounds; they may occur naturally in root growth
and development.

Most virus workers agree that wounds are required for introduction
of virus particles into plant tissues, but the kind of wound or the par­
ticular points of entry are less certain. Because of the low success of
cell-injeetion inoculations ( Sheffield, 1936; Benda, 1956) and the com­
Parable high success from rubbing, Yarwood questions the necessity
or desirability of puneturing the susceptible cell (Yarwood, 1957).
::un~mg i_nust not be too drastic; otherwise, it will prevent rather than

or infection. Most of the wounds made by rubbing are soon repaired
and susceptibility decreases rapidly ( Harrison, 1961; Furumoto and
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initiate an infection. The vari ation in host susceptibility is explained
by the differences in numbers of susceptible sites ( Lauffer and Price,
1945). The exponential survival curve during the frst phase of the
infection process is independent of inoculum concentration· this was
interpreted to mean that an exclusion mechanism is operative, permitt ing
only one infectious particle to initiate an infection ( Siegel and Wildman,
1956). The specifc interference between strains of the same virus and
the lack of specific interference between TMV and tobacco necrosis
virus (TNV) ( two unrelated viruses) was interpreted to mean that
strains of the same virus utilize the same site to institute infection
but that unrelated viruses use different si tes (Wu and Hudson, 1963) '.
However, when a mixture of two strains of TMV was injected into
a single hair cell of a seedling leaf of Nicotiana glutinosa L., both
strains were found m 5 of the 20 lesions that resulted ( Benda, 1956).
Results with the effect of dilution on necrotic ringspot virus infectivity
and the enhancement of infectivity by noninfective virus suggested that
~ .~ose _of rn_"º or more particles at an infection site is necessary to
initiate infection and that the dose requirement may be satisfied partly
by vrrus that is unable to infect alone ( Ful ton, 1962).

e. Detection of Infection. Detection of infection is dependent upon
subsequent virus multiplication. This may result in the appearance of
a lesion. Results with heat activation of virus infection and other studies
suggest that inoculation with viruses may produce more local infections
than lesions (Yarwood, 1951, 1958; Helms and Mclntyre, 1962). The
appearance of more lesions on heated than on nonheated leaves may
be the result of the activation of these otherwise latent infections (Yar­
wood, 1958) .

2. Introduction of Viruses by Vectors

Virus may be introduced into superficial layers by vectors as well
as mechanical inoculation. No data are known which compare the
number of particles required per infection site by a vector with that
""""d in mechanical inoculations. It may be that a vector introduces
b r partiles per cell in a less severely damaged cell than introduction
mechanical inoculatio. Commonly, translocation begins from a more
""]d number of primary infections and in a more limited area than

it mechamcal moculation.
. ª· Epidermis. Myzus persicae rarely becomes infective with potato

virus Y and l tu , » ¡f hla er of rare y ransmits it a ter t e stylets penetrate beyond the first
¡4, Plt cells (Bradley, 1056). This probably applies to many%% orne 'nonpersistent viruses. The time spent in feeding can

rmine the depth of penetration. In short feeding periods, the

Wildman, 1963). However, early changes do not always result in a
reduction of susceptibility. The early reports of a rapid decrease in the
susceptibility of injured leaves to TMV was confirmed ( Jedlinski, 1956);
but when the study was extended to other viruses and hosts, susceptibility
was found to increase during the first 10 minutes, to decrease, or to
remain constant, depending upon the virus-host combination used.

c. Where Is Virus IntroducedP Early results suggested that leaf
hairs were not points of entry (Boyle and McKinney, 1938). WRldman
(1959) questioned the significan ce of leaf hairs as entry point s for
starting infection when the leaf is rubbed with virus because usually
a low percentage of cells become infected after injecting large quantities
of virus into hair cells. He found that most of the larger leaf hairs
were destroyed by rubbing the leaf surface in the absence of virus.
Yet when the leaf was rubbed with virus 24 hours later, the same number
of lesions appeared as on control leaves which did not receive the
rubbing pretreatment (Wildman, 1959). Recent work has suggested the
basal septa of broken trichomes in Nicotiana as possible infection sites
for TMV ( Kontaxis and Schlegel, 1962). But virus accumulation on rup­
tured epidermis and broken trichomes of nonhosts and hosts indicated
that susceptibility is determined by other factors (Herridge and Schlegel,
1962). Yarwood ( 1962) concluded that trichomes aid but are not neces­
sary for contact transmission of virus. Mundry ( 1963) considered the
relationship between the concentration of virus and the saturation of
all susceptible sites and suggests that a susceptible site may be close
to a few rnicrons in diameter. In agreement with this view, the relative
susceptibility of leaves toward infection with TMV correlated with the
average number of ectodesmata (Zech and Vogt-Kohne, 1956).

Direct introduction of virus into single cells of trichomes ( of tobacco)
is possible, and it provides direct evidence that cells in trichomes can
be ports of entry. In such a procedure, a drop of cell content was
extruded and apparently retracted (Hildebrand, 1943). Virus may enter
wounded cells in these droplets. Hirai and Hirai (1964) reported re­
cently that 30-80 infections resulted when they injected TMV into
a large cell at the base of a trichome from tomato stems.

It is probable that mechanical inoculations do not introduce virus
any deeper than the epidermal layer. Fry and Matthews (1963) found
that less than 1% of the disks of leaves from which the epidermis was
stripped at the time of inoculation became infected, indicating that
the virus was rarely introduced into the mesophyll.

d. Number of Particles per Cell for Infection. In spite of the ineff­
ciency of introducing viruses by abrasion, the dilution curves of many
plant viruses ft the assumption that a single particle is suffcient to



170 IRVING R. SCI-INEIDER VIRUS INTRODUCTION, TRANSLOCATION, DISTRIBUTION 171

stylets rarely passed the epidermis; but in prolonged feedings, they
penetrated into subepidermal tissues (Bradley, 1952).

b. Introduction into Epidermis and Deeper Tissue. Some viruses may
be introduced into a variety of cells. For example, sugarbeet yellows virus
infections may result from introduction of virus by aphids into phloem
as well as into parenchyma and epidermal cells ( Bennett, 1960).

c. Introduction into Phloem and Xylem. Sorne viruses appear to be
transmitted exclusively by introduction into the phloem and others by
introduction into the xylem ( Bennett, 1956; Esau, 1956). Leafhoppers
may introduce viruses into the phloem. Of 26 viruses transmitted by
leafhoppers, only 3 have been transmitted mechanically (Black, 1954),
and 2 of the 3 viruses were transmitted poorly by pinpricks through
solutions into the crowns of plants. Apparently, viruses in this group must
reach functioning cells of the phloem.

Not all viruses that are introduced into the phloem are introduced
into the same kind of cell. For example, when the curly top virus was
found to move l5 cm. in the frst 6 minutes after introduction (Bennett,
1934), the virus was probably introduced directly into the sieve tube
element. On the other hand, although much evidence indicates that
the potato Jeaf roll virus is also introduced by its vector into the phloem
( Bennett, 1956), the virus may take 24 hours or Ionger to pass from an
inoculated leaf to the stem ( Beemster, 1959). This suggests that the virus
is not brought directly into the sieve tubes but into sorne other part of
the phloem. Demonstrations that phloem tissue has been penetrated by
aphids are relatively common but not demonstrations of the puncturing
of sieve elements ( Esau et al. , 1961).

3. Introduction into Roots
Root introduction of virus results frequently in a distribution of

the virus different from aerial introduction of the same virus. Virus
may be introduced int o roots by root contacts ( Roberts, 1948), the
soil (Roberts, 1950; Miyamoto, 1959; Yarwood, 1960a; Menon and
Shanta, 1962), or circulating water (Sturgess, 1962). Various vectors
are known for viruses that appear to be introduced into the superficial
layers of roots. These agents include nemato des and fungi (Harrison,
1960; Cadman, 1963).

4. Introduction by Dodder or GraftUnion
Dodder or graft union can introduce large numbers of virus particles

into different cells, including those of the vascular system (Bennett,
1956).

B. Effect on Distribution of Viruses
The rate of symptom development and the severity of symptoms

in systemically invaded tissue commonly tends to be greater as the
inoculum concentration is increased. This response plausibly results from
the larger number of partieles egressing from the increased number
of primary infection sites; the particles more quickly and completely
invade and infect uninoculated portions of the plant. The number of
primary infection sites may also determine if long-distance transport
occurs in some virus-host combinations; this may be an indirect effect
since increasing the number of infections will also increase the chances
of their occurrence at appropriate locations. Different symptoms may
result from msect and mechanical inoculations but have not been ex­
plained ( Costa et al., 1958; Bennett, 1960).

Toe location of the inoculation may have a profound effect on the
subsequent spread of virus. Viruses that are not very restricted in their
tissue-invading capabilities may still be more or less restricted in their
spread, depending upon the tissues inoculated or on the part of plant
inoculated.

l. Infiuence of Primary Infections

Factors which affected the frequency of occurrence of systemic U2
infections after mixed inoculation with Ul and U2, two strains of TMV,
were studied (Cohen et al., 1957). It was postulated that systemie
infection arises either from the systemic egress of only a limited number
of the virus particles present in the inoculated Ieaf or from the con­
: ibution of virus particles from only a limited number of primary infec­
ons (Cohen et al., 1957). It may be that systemic egress arises both

from a limited number of virus particles and from a limited number
of primary infections. Bennett (1960) observed a correlation between
the number of local lesions produced as a result of infection by the
Sugarbeet yellows virus (on Chenopodium capitatum) and the proba­
bility of systemic infection. Only about 10 of the plants with 25 Iesions
,,"" became infected systemically. Systemie iifection of 100 was
ined only after the number of local lesions reached 200 per plant.

ennett ( 1960) suggested that the virus is limited to parenchyma cells
in the majority of lesions, but the virus may escape into the phloem
in a low percentage of instances and produce systemi c infection.

The writer has found that a similar phenomenon occurs with tobacco""POt infections in Pinto bean plants (Schneider, 1961). AII plants
"Se systemically infected when their primary leaves were inoculated

with concentrated inoculum. Inoculation with dilutions of the same
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inoculum resulted in plants without detectable virus in uninoculated
leaves although primary leaves attached to the same plants had a small
number of lesions. The time required for symptom development
increased when the concentration of patato virus X inoculated on leaves
of Datura tatula L. was decreased or the area inoculated was restricted
( Hooker and Benson, 1960).

Differences in symptoms that result from different methods of virus
introduction have been noted. For example, Costa et al. ( 1958) obtained
transmission of sowbane mosaic virus to sowbane by means of the leaf
rniner, but local lesions ( that normally result from mechanical inocula­
tions with the same virus) were not observed around many hundreds
of insect-feeding punctures in the leaves. Furthermore, local lesions
do not result from introduction of the sugarbeet yellows virus into
leaves of Chenopodium capitatum by the green peach aphid, but local
lesions are often evident after introduction of the virus by abrasion
(Bennett, 1960). Usually, with local-lesion symptoms, most virus is asso­
ciated with the necrosis, but whether less virus particles per infection
locus resulted from infections by the vectors than from infections of
the same viruses when introduced mechanically is not known.

2. Tissue Reached and/or Part of the Plant Inoculated
i th viruses that are restricted to certain tissues, such as Pierce's

disease virus in the xylem and the curly top virus in the phloem, the
establishment and spread of the virus may depend on whether it is
introduced into the appropriate tissue. For example, when the vector
of Pierce's disease virus was limited to the bark of the grapevine by
a metal plate inserted between the bark and the wood, no transmission
occurred. When, however, insects were placed on wood freed from
bark, the virus was successfully introduced into the plant (Houston
et a.l., 1947).

The infection and distribution of viruses which are not as restricted
in their relationship to their tissues as are the curly top and Pierce's
disease viruses may still be affected by the kind of tissue into which
the viruses are introduced.

Reports indicate that Myzus persicae is more successful in trans­
mitting the beet yellows virus during long periods of penetration of
leaves than during short ones (Roberts, 1940; Bennett, 1960). Toe green
peach aphid (M. persicae) is able to infect with beet yellows virus
in a feeding time as short as 5 minutes. However, there is a marked
increase in the percent age of infection in the 1-hour feeding period
as compared to shorter periods ( Bennett, 1960).

Both tobacco necrosis virus and southern bean mosaic virus (SBMV)
will serve to illustrate how profoundly different the spread of a virus
may be, depending upan the location of virus introduction both with
respeet to the tissue and the part of the plant. Smi th found that TNV
did not normally move from the roots. However, if the virus was inocu­
lated by needle prick into the center of a bean stem, it multiplied
and moved both up and down, as indicated by the necrosis of cells.
The plant was almost invariably killed by a systemic necrosis, but sorne­
times the progress of necrosis, and presumably of the virus, was stopped
by a node. Although TNV multiplied readily in inoculated leaves and
roots of tobacco, it did not appear to multiply in stems of tobacco,
and it could not be recovered from the inoculatecl zone a week or
two later ( Smith, 1951).

After inoculation with TNV, the leaves of many plants typically
respond with necrotic lesions within which the virus remains localized.
Some recent studies indicate that the leaves of plants may be free
of symptoms but not of TNV when their roots are infected with the
virus. Kassanis and Nixon (1961) found infectious TNV in apparently
healthy tobacco leaves. Babos and Kassanis ( 1963) found that the leaves
of D. tatula and N. clevelandii, although symptomless, often contained
considerably more virus than that found in N. tabacum. There was
considerably more virus in old than in young plants, and this was
usually correlated with the amount in their roots. It was suggestecl
that the virus moved from the roots into the leaves but did not
multiply.

Yarwood ( 1959a) found the roots relatively more resistant to mechani­
cal inoculations with TNV than the leaves of Prince bean seedlings. He
compared different sites of inoculation in the root ancl found differences
in susceptibility. Infections always failed in some regions. Apparently,
the regions resistant to inoculation were also resistant to invasion of
the virus from other parts. When inoculated directly, the upper part
of the hypocotyl or the tip of inoculated young bean roots appeared
to be free of 'TNV. However, the virus was found in these regions
In greenhouse plants about 40 days after their inoculation as seedlings.
larwood (1959b) summarizes the differences observed when TNV is
introduced into different parts of the same plant: "t is injurious if intro­
duced by mechanical inoculation into leaves, noninjurious if it reaches
leaves as a result of inoculation of the roots, is relatively noninfectious if
Introduced into the stems, and stimulatory if introduced into the roots."

Information concerning the influence of the part of the plant inocu­
ated or the tissue reached has been derived from studies wi th SBMV
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in a hypersensitive host (Pinto bean). When smooth expanded primary
leaves are mechanically inoculated wi th SBMV, necrotic lesions, a few
millimeters in diameter, result. Most of the virus particles remain local­
ized in these necrotic regions ( Schneider and Worley, 1958), and egress
from the inoculated leaf is not detectable. When the same virus is
introduced into the hypocotyl, also by mechanical inoculation, the early
appearing necrosis is localized as in the leaf; but after penetrating
into the phloem region, internal streaking upward and downward is
associated with the fibers of the phloem (Mitchell et al., 1956). Al­
though the virus may extend vertically several centimeters in the stem,
contrasting with the spread of only a few millimeters in the leaf, the
virus has never been detected in any part of a mature plant above
where the primary leaves join the stem ( Schneider and Worley, 1960).

If the virus was introduced directly into water-conducting elements,
however, a systemiclike necrosis in trifoliolate leaves above the site
of introduction resulted ( Schneider and Worley, 1959a). The growing
region was rarely affected; necrosis failed to continue to appear in­
definitely as more leaves expanded at higher and higher nodes.

When the virus was introduced into the same region of the stem
by approach-grafting with Black Valentine bean plants inoculated after
approach grafting, the most extensive invasion of the receptor bean
plant ( Pinto variety) occurred. This, together with the rapid two-direc­
tional movement, suggested that the virus had invaded the phloem
of the Pinto variety more extensively than it was able to do when
introduced by any of the other methods.

The distribution of many viruses differs when virus is introduced
by graft union rather than by mechanical inoculation. Hypersensitive
hosts, which typically respond with necrotic local lesions when mechani­
cally inoculated, will respond with a systemic necrosis when the same
virus is introduced by means of a systemically infected donor. This
has been found to occur with SBMV and common bean mosaic virus
in bean (Bridgmon and Walker, 1951; Grogan and Walker, 1948), TMV
in N. glutinosa (Smith, 1951), potato virus Y in potato (Hutton and
Bald, 1945), potato virus X in hypersensitive potato varieties ( Bawden,
1964), and caration mosaic virus in clones of Dianthus barbatus (Wein­
traub et al., 1961). It appears that the virus reaches and moves in
cells in the stem of the hypersensitive host when introduced by the
graft union, but the virus does not ordinarily reach these same cells
when introduced into the leaves by mechanical inoculation.

The question that remains is why viruses mechanically inoculated
into leaves of hypersensitive hosts rarely egress from these leaves and
reach cells in the stem through which they can be more extensively

distributed. Weintraub et al. (1961, 1963) stated that the entry of virus
into the vascular system may not suffice for systemic infection m
Nicotiana glutinosa L. grafted to tobacco systemically infected wi th
TMV, They favored an earlier suggestion (Walker, 1953) that when
a continuously high inoculum enters the hypersensitive host, the virus
can become systemic. The observations of Zaitlin ( 1962) led him to
suggest that the systemic infection of hypersensitive hosts which are
the result of grafting is due to the introduction of the virus into the
vascular elements (probably the phloem). According to Zaitlin, entry
into the vascular system is normally a rare event in a hypersensitive
host.

The general problem of why viruses do not normally egress from
mechanically inoculated leaves of hypersensitive responding hosts will
be considered in Section VI From the experimental work reviewed
to this point, it is apparent that virus particles that reach the internally
Iocated cells of the stem can spread appreciable distances in hypersensi­
tive hosts, and systemic necrotic symptoms result.

Other experimental evidence suggests that virus invades more exten­
sively when it is introduced by means of a graft union than when
it is introduced by a vector (Bennett, 1953). Tobacco plants that re­
covered from curly top appeared to be immune to infection with yellow­
vein virus introduced by means of the beet leafhopper. They were resist­
ant but not immune to infection with the same virus introduced by means
of diseased scions ( Bennett, 1957).

Severa! viruses that are transmitted by ectoparasitic nematodes are
also transmitted through the seed of various kinds of plants ( Cadman
and Lister, 1961). A feature of the infected progeny from infected
plants of several kinds was the absence of any of the symptoms typical
of their infection with the viruses concerned. Many seemed normal
or nearly so; others showed symptoms quite unlike any seen in arti.ficially
infected plants. It is likely that invasion by the virus present in the
seeds of these plants is diferent in time and extent from mechanical
introduction of the same virus into the corresponding host.

IV. INTRACELLULAR MOVEMENT AND DISTRIBUTION OF VIUSES

A. Movement

l. Speculatie Basis

One can speculate about the possible intracellular movement involved
in the passage of virus from the initial entry ports to the various sites
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of activity where production and assembly of new virus particles may
occur. Let us assume that there are at least three sites of activity:
nucleic acid synthesis, protein synthesis, and assembly of nucleic acid
and protein. Let us assume further that nucleic acid is responsible for
the replication of more virus nucleic acid and is also responsible through
its provision of a template for the synthesis of virus-specific protein.
Then the occurrence of these processes at different sites would require,
at the minimum, that virus nucleic acid should move to the site of
virus nucleic acid synthesis and to the site of virus protein synthesis;
and that ultimately the newly synthesized nucleic acid and protein must
rendezvous at assembly sites. If the virus particle is intact upon entrance
into the cell, it may be freed of its protein shell before reaching the
nucleic acid replication site and move as free nucleic acid to that site,
or it may move as nucleoprotein and be freed of protein after reaching
the nucleic acid replication site.

The various parts of complete virus partiles which may move intra­
cellularly are not known. It may be assumed, however, that infectious
nucleic acid, protein, a replicative unit, if such occurs, as well as com­
plete virus particles probably do move intracellularly. Zech (1960) re­
ported structures that may be intermediary produets formed during
TMV reproduction.

2. Early Movement and Removal of Protein

Intact virus, after introduction by mechanical inoculation, probably
separates into nucleic acid and protein ( Bawden, 1964). Diener (1962)
detected virus nucleic acid in TMV-infected cells after intact virus was
inoculated. It is not known when and where in the cell the separation
of nucleic acid and protein occurs. Free nucleic acid is more sensitive
to inactivation by ultraviolet (UV) radiation than are intact virus par­
ticles (McLaren and Takahashi, 1957). During the frst few hours, how­
ever, the sensitivity to UV radiation remains constant. It has been sug­
gested that separation may not occur during the first few hours (Siegel
et al., 1957). But when sensitivity does change, it decreases rather
than increases; this may mean that the separation of protein and nueleic
acid occurs behind or inside UV-absorbing material ( e.g., the nucleus)
( Harrison, 1961). The sensitivity to UV changes earlier when nucleic
acid serves as inoculum, but it also decreases. This fts with Bawden's
( 1964) view that irradiation of virus-infected leaves reflects changes
produced by infection but does not show the nature of the changes.
Bawden and Kleczkowski ( 1960) found that irradiation of leaves at
different intervals after inoculation with intact TMV did not inerease
the susceptibility of infection centers to inactivation. Also, no enhanced

effeet of photoreactivation was detected. Both results show that al­
though virus may separate into nucleic acid and protein, ultraviolet
radiation has not revealed when this occurs.

Benda (1959) found that the nucleus may move toward a wounded
portion of the cell. Conceivably, intracellular movement may be move­
ment of the nucleus toward virus entering wounds rather than virus
moving toward the nucleus. Hirai and Wildman (1963) noted the migra­
tion of nuclei toward the transverse wall of the basal hair cell nearest
the epidermis after TMV was inoculated into a strip of epidermal tissue.
Presumably, in this example, the cell in which the nucleus migrated
had not been wounded, but the adjacent infected cell had somehow
induced the migration of the nucleus.

3. Nuclear Activity and Possble Movement of Viruses
Other studies concerned with the early sequence of events, from

inoculation onward through multiplication of virus particles, have pro­
vided sorne evidence of possible intracellular virus movement. Observa­
tions of living material, coupled wi th histochemical data, have been
concerned primarily with infections of TMV. They have contributed
early sequential images of cell activities induced as a result of virus
infection; they thus provide circumstant ial evidence of possible sites
of the formation of virus nucleic acid, protein, and possible sites of
assembly. The continuous observations of living material can provide
a more precise sequential picture than is possible with fixed material
alone, and it can avoid the artifacts and dislocations of structures which
may result from fixation.

The nucleus is the site of earliest activity detected in studies by
various workers of TMV-infected cells (Zech, 1952, 1954; Bald and
Solberg, 1961). Wett stein and Zech ( 1962) considered this the frst
phase of TMV reproduetion which lasted from 30 minutes to 2 hours
after inoculation, during which the nucleic acids in the nucleus and
the nuclear mass increased. Formations of the nuclear membrane indi­
cated that nuclear material, enveloped in a double nuclear membrane
was pinched off from the nucleus and transported through channels
into the cytoplasm. Bald (1964) noted cycles of change in the nucleolus
of mfected cells. Phase microscopy revealed apparent emission of mate­
rial optically less dense than the nucleoplasm. Images of stained sections
indicated that this material was ribonucleie acid (RNA). Hirai and
Wildman ( 1963) described a granular body, which was different from
X-bodies and which maintained a close association with the nucleus
of TMV-infected hair cells. It was found to be rich in RNA, a fact
which suggests that viral RNA of the nucleus may have been entering
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the cytoplasm via the granular body. They suggested the possibility
that as viral RNA is released from the nucleus, it is surrounded by
the sphaerosomes and then transported to other regions of the cell
via the protoplasmic streaming. The observations of Bald and Solberg
( 1961) indicated a possible functional association between nucleus and
plastids. Chloroplasts became tightly adherent to the nucleus and re­
mained so in spite of rapid streaming of cytoplasm around them. Ap­
proaching the nucleus before adhering to it, a chloroplast may put
out a fine protrusion that attains a length of 5 to 30• A second protru­
sion from the opposite side of the same chloroplast occasionally appeared
and became surrounded by spherosomes, mitochondria, etc. More than
30 chloroplasts have been seen adherent to a large nucleus. Bald and
Solberg ( 1961) interpreted the bubbling they observed around the nu­
cleus as an indication of a radical change in permeability of the nuclear
membrane and nearby endoplasmic reticulum.

Hirai and Hirai ( 1964) used a fluorescent antibody to follow this
early stage of TMV infection. Soon after injection of TMV, specic
fluorescence was sometirnes observed near the position where the virus
was injected into the base cells, but this disappeared within 1 to 3
hours after injection. Six hours after injection a new fluorescent antibody
reaction could be detected in about 50% of the cells injected with TMV.
It was mainl y confined to the nucleus and was less frequently found
in both the nucleus and the cytoplasm adhering to the nucleus. With
time, the percentage of cells that showed the TMV antibody reaction
increased, but the reaction was less apparent in the nuclei and more
prorninent in the cytoplasm immediately surrounding the nuclei. A simi­
lar sequence was induced when TMV.RNA was injected, except that
no early reaction with antibody as in TMV injections was evident in
the cytoplasm immediately after injection. Although nuclei sometimes
reacted with the fluorescent antibody after inactivated TMV was injected
into hair cells, the reaction disappeared 6 hours after injection, and
no further antibody stain either in the nuclei or other cell components
was seen at later periods. This suggests the possibility that inactivated
TMV can enter the nucleus although no further developrnent of new
virus proceeds. Specife antigen of TMV was not detected in the nucleus
by Schramm and Róttger (1959), who found that only the cytoplasm
around the nucleus exhibited the specific fluorescence. They concluded
that the synthesis of virus protein seerned to take place in the cytoplasm,
but they did not detect specific fluorescence at the earliest until 45
or more hours after infection. Toe location of fluorescence approaches
that of the later images rather than the early irnages of Hirai and
Hirai ( 1964).

Other evidence for the early activity of the nucleus in TMV-infected
cells is that tritiated uridine was selectively incorporated into the nucleus
and nucleolus of tobacco leaf disks infected with TMV that had been
treated with actinomycin D ( Smith and Schlegel, 1964a).

Although most of the evidence for early nuclear activity has been
observed in TMV infections, other early images of nuclear activity asso­
ciated with virus infections have been observed wi th infections of Beta
vulgaris with beet rnosaic virus (Reitberger, 1956) and of NN Burley
tobacco with spotted wilt virus ( Bald, 1964).

4. Other Possible Sites of Activity and Movement
Movement of TMV into and out of the nucleus would not be involved

if it could be shown that the forrnation of the complete virus occurs
in sorne other organelle or at sorne other site. The highest rate of
incorporation into cytoplasmic protein was observed 6 hours after infec­
tion, but no virus was found at this time (Hayashi, 1963). Later, the
rate of incorporation increased in nuclear and chloroplast fractions. It
was suggested that, possibly, virus protein is synthesized on the surface
of the nuclei and/ or chloroplasts. Chloroplasts were suggested as possi­
ble sites of TMV formation (Zaitlin and Boardman, 1958; Boardman
and Zaitlin, 1958). Sorne workers believe that virus crystals rnay indicate
the site of virus synthesis; they argue that crystallization would probably
occur where concentrated relatively pure particles occur ( Fukushi etal., 1962; Koshi mizu and Iizuka, 1957); and except for a few strains
of TMV, TMV inclusions are found in the cytoplasrn rather than in
the nucleus (Woods and Eck, 1948; Gold'in and Vostrova, 1959). Ielu­
sions associated with TMV have not been dernonstrated within intact
chloroplasts, but virus particles have been described in association with
chloroplasts ( Leyon, 1953; Shalla, 1964a). The developrnent of vacuo les
within disrupting chloroplasts conceivably could Iead to entrapment
of particles of virus (Sorokin 1927; Shalla, 1964a). Wett stein and Zech
(1962) presented evidence that the synthesis and assembly of TMV
protein is carried out in localized areas of the cytoplasrn with a folded
differentiation of the endoplasmic reticulum. More recent microscopy
revealed ( Kolehmainen et al., 1965) fluid crystals ( which may be the
gray plates of Bald and Solberg) within a network of the endoplasrnic
reticulum and ribosornes.

The distribution of virus within the cell appears to vary considerably
with different viruses. Many of the observations reported do not pro­
vide any early sequential information that would necessarily apply
to intracellular movement and will, therefore, be considered in the next
section concerned with intracellular distribution.
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B. Distribution

l. General
Earlier studies indicated that the cytoplasm contains most of the

virus particles present in living cells, and few, if any, virus particles
are present in vacuolar sap ( Bennett, 1956). Support for this view
is contained in much recent microscopy, but the intracellular location
of virus within the cytoplasm may vary with different viruses and strains
of the same virus. The distribution may also vary, depending on the
stage of infection considered, as indicated in the previous section. Severa!
workers have postulated that virus crystals may indicate the site of
virus reproduction (Koshimizu and Iizuka, 1957; Fukushi et al, 1962).
The postulation may not apply to viruses if their inclusions are mobile
( Resconich, 1961); however, the microscopy of inclusions associated
with virus infections can at least reveal the location of large virus
concentrations when such inclusions are known to be largely composed
of virus. This was first shown to be true for TMV ( Steere and Williams,
1953).

2. Virus in Discrete Areas or within Inclusions in the Cytoplasm

Extensive examination of ultrathin sections from different portions
of plants systemically infected with TMV failed to demonstrate the pres­
ence of rod-shaped particles that resembled TMV, except in cells con­
taining crystalline inclusion bodies ( Shalla, 1959; Wett stein and Zech,
1962). Preparation methods rnay shatter inclusions and result in sections
with dispersed particles which originally may have been part of a crystal
( Gold'in, 1960). Although crystals of the common strain of TMV are
found in the cytoplasm of all living cells of systemically invaded plants
( Esau, 1941), the occurrence of crystals of other strains, such as aucuba
or enation strains, in certain cells may be less frequent ( Smith, 1958).
These inclusions appear mobile, particularly at elevated temperatures;
crystals apparently different in fixed sections rnay be different views
of the same crystal ( Resconich, 1961).

The absence of inclusions cannot be taken to mean the absence
of virus even with viruses that do form crystals. The host environment
mayor may not favor their formation (Bawden, 1964).

In contrast to TMV, rod-shaped particles resembling those associated
with barley stripe mosaic virus were easíly demonstrated in the absence
of inclusions in the cytoplasm of various cells of barley leaves (Shalla,
1959). Particles were never found in the vacuole or in association with
nuclei or chloroplasts. Many viruses consisting of long filamentous par-

ticles are commonly distributed randomly in the cytoplasm ( Ferreira and
Borges, 1958; Herold and Weibel, 1962).

In leaf cells of D. stramonium infected with patato virus X, the
particles believed to be the virus occurred usually in fibrous masses
within the cytoplasm ( Kikumoto and Matsui, 1961). The chloroplasts,
nuclei, and mitochondria within the virus-infected leaf cells appeared
to be intact; no virus or viruslike particles were detectable within them.
These observations agree with others ( Brandes, 1956; Borges and Fer­
reira, 1959), who also did not detect patato virus X-like particles within
chloroplasts, nuclei, or mitochondria.

Small spherical particles of plant viruses are diffcult to distinguish
in the cytoplasm. Smith (1956) reported that he found groups of parti ­
cles m regular alignment on the inner edge of the cytoplasm of certain
cells of bushy-stunt infected plants. The spacing of this crystalline ar­
rangement was 30 m and is the same as in crystals of the tomato
bushy stunt virus.

Characteristic particles of wound tumor virus were found inside the
cytoplasm of virus-infected tumor cells in defined structures. However,
these structures could not be identifed with certainty (Shikata et l
1964). ' a.,

Particles of rice dwarf virus were frequently arranged in rows in
the endoplasmie reticulum (Fukushi et al. 1962). L · ¡ ·h d "o • arge mclusions
showe fluorescence when treated with a fluorescent antibody (Hirai
et al., 1964).·

3, Virus in Plastíds?
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mter rantaty. mastos s.,,""""""" 2ge bwt m«si@s aegénerate
of the presence of the . . un 1 o e tle most consistent indicators
absence of ay oh, 4"", plants. They coula be found ± 0e
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rypan Iue combination (Esau, 19601).
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It was reported later that some chloroplasts of sugarbeet plants infected
with either beet yellows virus or Western yellows virus contain inclusions
with a regular pattern ( Engelbrecht and Esau, 1963), and inclusions
with a regular linear or cross-hatched pattern were described in the
chloroplasts of sugarbeet plants infected with tomato ringspot virus
(Engelbrecht and Weier, 1963). In proplastids of the young developing
leaves, the hexagonal inclusions were enclosed in a membrane. The
presence of the inclusions which are closely associated with the yellows
and ringspot diseases in beet is evident, but the signifcance with respeet
to the location of virus awaits further information.

Two diflerent viruses of white clover, each inducing a different type
of cytoplasmic inclusion, have been described ( Koshirnizu and Iizuka,
1957). Both inclusions appeared to originate from plastids; since both
types could be found in the same cell, the authors considered that
each virus was formed in separate plastids. The inclusions contained
both protein and nucleic acid. Although inclusions associated with some
virus diseases do occur within plastids, characteristic virus particles
within these inclusions have not been detected to date.

4. Virus in X-Bodies and Relation to Distribution
All the X-bodies that have been tested have given the usual protein

reactions and have been Feulgen-negative ( Bawden, 1964). Further­
rnore, it has been possible to dernonstrate particles characteristic of
the virus in the X-bodies associated with many diseases; however, in
other diseases, few, if any, particles characteristic of the virus can be
found in the X-bodies.

Some X-bodies change into obvious fibrous or sernicrystalline forms.
These include those associated with henbane mosaic virus, severe etch
virus ( Bawden, 1964), aucuba rnosaic virus, and petunia ringspot virus
( Rubio-Huertos, 1962). Granular X-bodies formed by sugarbeet yellows
virus later becorne fibrous or banded and faintly birefringent ( Esau,
1960b).

The inclusions forrned by tornato aucuba mosaic virus (Bawden,
1964), tobacco etch (Sheffeld, 1946), cabbage black ring, turnip yellow
mosaic ( Rubio, 1956), and petunia ringspot virus ( Rubio-Huertos, 1962)
contain particles of the same shape and size as the virus particles.
Electron rnicrographs of inclusions in cabbage black ring infected plants
revea! particles aligned in parallel ( Rubio, 1956), which suggests that
the comrnon developrnent of birefringence as X-bodies age probably
means that the elongated particles are initially at random but later
becorne increasingly concentrated and oriented (Bawden, 1964). Electron
micrographs of the X-bodies induced by infections with the broad bean

rnottle virus show they are cornposed rnainly or entirely of spherical
particles ( Rubio and van Slogteren, 1956), which, both in size and
shape, are apparently identical with the broad bean mottle virus in
purified preparations ( Bawden et al., 1951). In contrast, it was rather
diffcult to find particles of cauliflower mosaic virus ( Rubio, 1956),
or Phaseolus virus 2 (Rubio and Van Slogteren, 1956), or TMV rods
within an X-body (Matsui, 1959).

It is thus apparent that although X-bodies of different viruses rnay
be similar when viewed by light rnicroscopy, the bodies may indicate
large concentrations of virus in some diseases, but in others they do
not.

5. It ranuclear Distribution of Inclusions

Although the common strain of TMV induces the forrnation of cyto­
plasmic crystals, other strains of TMV have been reported which induce
the forrnation of intranuclear crystals (Woods, and Eck, 1948; Gold'in
and Vostrova, 1959). Both strains of TMV produced cytoplasmic as
well as nuclear inclusions. The nuclear as well as the cytoplasmie inclu­
sions induced by the yellow rnottle strain reacted in all tests, as <lid
the various cytoplasmic inclusions found in cells infected with the type
virus (Woods and Eck, 1948).

Crystalline intranuclear inclusions of tobacco etch virus did not stain
with acridine orange. Purifled TMV and TNV, dried on a glass slide,
fluoresced flame-red after staining with acridine orange ( Hooker and
Surnrnanwar, 1964). Takahashi (1962) found that intranuclear inclusions
of tobacco etch virus did not stain with nucleic acid stains but
did stain with fast green. In electron microscopic studies of Datura
stramonium L. leaves with fully developed external symptoms, virus
particles were found in a rnass within the cytoplasm but not within
the nucleus (Matsui and Yamaguchi, 1964). Although virus or viruslile
partiles could not be found wi thin the intranuclear crystals, some crys­
tals did exhibit a regular internal patter. More recently, elongated
part icles were found within the nuclei of tobacco infected with severe
etch virus, which the authors believed were virus particles (Rubio­
Huertos and Hidalgo, 1964).

Intranuclear crystals have also been reported to be associated with
other virus-induced diseases; for example, the viruses causing pea mosaie
and yellow bean mosaic (McWhorter, 1941), leaf crurnple virus (Erwin
and Meyer, 1961), and dahlia mosaic virus (Robb, 1963, 1964). I
epidermal cells of Dhlia cariabilis Cav. infected with the latter virus
"Cdusion bodies appear to form in the nuclei of immature tissue and
0 be extruded into the cytoplasrn. They are spherical and hyaline
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(spherule type), similar to bodies described by Littau and Black (1952)
in wound tumor-infected tissue and different from amorphous X-bodies.
The granules stain positively for RNA and protein. It was postulated
that the inclusion bodies undergo a cyele of development wluch may
be related to virus multiplication.

In one of two virus diseases described in white clover, intranuclear
inclusions were reported (Koshimi zu and Iizuka, 1957). The intranuclear
inclusions were shown to develop from the nucleoli.

It is evident that inclusions associated with different diseases may
be found within various bodies and various organelles of the cell. The
explanation for this large variation sometimes in the same virus disease
is not clear. Perhaps more precise time studies of early events m se­
quence will help to clarify the steps involved in movement and subse­
quent distribution of part iles with a cell.

V. TRANSPORT FROM CELL TO CELL

A. Introduction

Transport from cell to cell is conventionally divided into two cate­
gories ( Bennett, 1956). One is the slow, short-distance transport system,
and the other is the much more rapid long-distance transport system.
Within the latter system, the xylem and phloem are included. Published
data indicate that the phloem is the more important pathway in the
long-distance system as far as viruses are concerned.

A third pathway, ineluded in thi s section, is designated "intermediate
distance transport." The separation is merely for convenience to permit
the wri ter to introduce and discuss movement more rapid than the
characteristic slow movement in parenchyma ( Bennett, 1956). The ex­
amples discussed resemble slow transport since they appear to involve
a continuous cell-to-cell progression. Nevertheless, movement in special­
ized living cells which has received little attention in regard to transloca­
tion may play a signifcant role in the complete and rapid distribution
of viruses concurrent with long-distance transport.

B. Short-Distance Transport

1. Pathway between Living Cells
The pathway followed by viruses, at least in tissue culture, has

been questioned ( Kassanis et al., 1958; Brants, 1961). No plasmodesmata
were found to join cells in tissue cultures. The technique of Crafts
( 1931) which resulted in the demonstration of plasmodesmata in tobacco

stems, Ieaves, patato tubers, and stems was used. Electron microscopy
revealed small hales in normal tissue culture walls, but none in the
conditioned tissue cultures (Kassanis et al., 1958). Brants (1961) found
thin walls in tissue cultures, but no plasmodesmata. Although no plasmo­
desmata were found TMV moved between cells at a rate of about
1 mm. per week ( Kassanis et al., 1958). Lambertz (1954) concluded
from light miscroscope studies of plants that plasmodesmata are tentacle­
like extensions of protoplasts, at frst independent of those derived from
adjacent protoplasts but later uniting. He described them as being labile
structures periodically withdrawn from the cell walls. Others have con­
cluded, however, that plasmodesmata are continuous cytoplasmic strands
that conect adjacent protoplasts ( Buvat, 1957; Strugger, 1957). In fact,
the endoplasmic reticulum may connect one cell to another through
the plasmodesmata (Buvat, 1957; Livingston, 1964).

2. Continuity of Cell-to-Cell Spread
The writer is inclined to believe that no appreciable movement occurs

from cells which virus particles enter but do not infect after mechanical
inoculation. lf virus particles moved readily from cell-to-cell without
intervening infections, one would find discontinuous spread from primary
infections in the leaf, which does not seem to occur. When high concen­
trations of virus were introduced into hair cells, lesions usually developed
only when the hair remained alive at least one day ( Benda, 1956).
Among the 463 hairs which had collapsed within one day, only a single
lesion developed. Furthermore, the inoculated hair appeared to be ap­
proximately at the center of any lesion that developed. A virus particle
that does not participate in the infection process may soon be destroyed
in the cell. When leaves were inoculated with radioactive TMV, it
was found that the P32 of the virus was largely converted to a nonvirus
form during virus multiplication ( Lashbrook and Loring, 1950).

Studies of virus infections in local-lesion hosts have provided informa­
tion concerning the cell-to-cell spread of virus. Evidence indicates simi­
larity in the rate of accumulation of virus in local lesion and systemic
hosts of TMV (Taniguchi, 1963).

The amount of TMV in the affected arcas may be proportional
to the number of frst cell s invaded and infected by the virus. Rappaport
and Wildman ( 1957) studied the spread of local lesions produced by
three different strains of TMV as a function of time. Each strain had
its own characteristic spreading rate, and the three rates were uniform
with time. A direct proportionality was observed between lesion area
and extractable infectious material associated with two of the three
strains. The strict proportionality between extractable infectious material
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and area of involvement was interpreted as evidence in favor of a
continuous and direct cell-to-cell invasion.

3. Rate of Cell-to-Cell Spread
Mundry ( 1963) reviewed recent data of Zech (1963) that indicate

that within 30 minutes after inoculation of the terminal cell of a leaf
hair with TMV, the ultraviolet extinction at 265 m of the nucleus
of the adjacent uninjured cell increased significantly. Seven hours after
inoculation an increase in ultraviolet absorption in the nucleus of the
Rfth cell from the terminal was detected. It remains to be shown if
the responses noted precede or are coincident with the entrance of
translocated virus particles.

It has been suggested that the rate of cell-to-cell spread may depend
solely on velocity of cyclosis, 0 the rate of production of infectious units
within a cell, and the number of available cell exits in the form of
plasmodesmata (Rappaport and Wildman, 1957).

a. Cyclosis. It may be that virus infections indirectly affect the rae
of their spread as well as the movement of other substances in the
cell since changes in rates of cyclosis and in viscosity have been noted
in virus-infected cells ( Zech, 1952; Solberg and Bald, 1962).

b. Temperature-Movement from Epidermis to Mesophyll. Temper­
ature is known to influence the rate of protoplasmic streaming as well
as the rate of virus in crease and/or spread from cell-to-cell ( Kassanis,
1957). Welkie and Pound (1958) obtained results which suggest that
temperature directly influences the rate of virus passage from epidermal
cells into mesophyll cells. The most rapid rate of cucumber mosaic
virus passage through the epidermis was at a temperature of 28ºC. in
contrast to the optimum temperature for maximum lesion number, 209C.
Bawden and Harrison ( 1955) de~ned the mean time that the virus
requires to move from epidermis to mesophyll as the time after inocula­
tion when irradiation halves the number of lesions, as compared to un­
treated leaves. On this assumption, Harrison ( 1956a) found that the
movement of TNV depended on the temperature at which the plants
were kept. The time required for the virus to move into the mesophyll
was reduced from 30 to 6 hours when the temperature was increased
from 10° to 22ºC. At 30° the virus moved in from the epidermis in
slightly less than the 6 hours required at 22°, although the rate of
accumulation of virus at 30° was much less than it was at 22C.

Ben da ( 1955) found that UV radiation can penetrate beyond the
epidermis of an irradiated leaf. The radiation could possibly affect virus
in the mesophyll. Dijkstra ( 1962) faund that with nucleic acid as inocu­

° The circulatory movement of protoplasm within a cell.

lum, the dose of UV had no effect on lesion number after 5 hours,
yet infection was not established in the mesophyll until 7 hours. The
same investigation suggested that TMV passed through the epidermal
!ayer into the mesophyll cells of N. glutinosa leaves in about 8 hours
at 209-22° and in about 10 hours at 179-19°C. Kontaxis (1961) detected
movement from epidermis into mesophyll in 3 hours after inoculation
of the upper epidermis. Fry and Matthews ( 1963) found that infectious
material of TMV migrated into the mesophyll about 4 hours after inocu­
lation at 279-28°C, whereas the first newly made virus appeared in
the inoculated epidermis after about 7 hours.

c. Rate of Procluction of Infectious Units. It is diffcult to evaluate
the suggestion that the rate of cell-to-cell spread may depend in part
on the rate of production of infectious units within a cell (Rappaport
and Wildman, 1957), since the rate of multiplication data has been
obtained coincident wi th the addition of newly infected cells (Wildman,
1959; Bawden, 1964). If the translocating particles leave the infected
cell in 2 hours (Wettstein and Zech, 1962) or in 4 hours (Wildman,
1959; Fry and Matthews, 1963), which is before multipl ication is de­
tectable, it appears that the rate of cell-to-cell spread should depend
on the rate of formation of translocating units. If rate of spread is
proportional to number of multiplied particles per cell, then the rate
of spread of a virus in a systemic host should be faster than the rate
of spread of the same virus in a local lesion host.

d. Strains. Strains of TMV appear to differ in their rate of spread
(Rappaport and Wildman, 1957). One strain (Ul) was introduced into
a new cell every 4 hours, and the other strain ( U2) was introduced
every 6 hours. The rates found corresponded approximately to earlier
estimates ( Bennett, 1956).

Mutants produced as a result of nitrous acid treatment always pro­
duced a lesion smaller than the parent (Siegel, 1960). This was true
even when the parent strain itself induced a lesion smaller than that
induced by other strains. The observation suggests that nitrous acid
mutants invariably spread less than their parental type.

e. Rate between Cells in Different Regions. Although many of the
more recent estimates of the rate of cell-to-cell spread agree with those
of earlier investigators, Zech (1952) has detected TMV moving at more
rapid rates in the leaf by using cytological abnormalities as a guide.
He calculated a rate as fast as 0.18 mm. per hour in interveinal areas,!' mm. per hour in elongated epidermal cells along the veins, and

times this rate in elongated bundle sheath cells. Kóhler (1956) also
related different rates of movement of potato viruses to the differences
in length of parenchyma cells. When the potato virus was inoculated
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over the main lateral veins, the rate of spread was more than twice
that of inoculation over the interveinal area.

f. Directional Spread. Cell-to-cell movement is probably symmetrical
in a lateral direction, as indicated by the roughly spherical shape of
lesions (Wildman, 1959) and by the observation that an inoculated
hair is the approximate center of the resulting lesion (Benda, 1956).
Bennett ( 1960) observed that the spread of sugarbeet yellows virus
in Chenopodium capitatum is usually more rapid in depth than in lateral
spread. He suggested that this is probably due to the more rapid
movement of virus in the elongated palisade cells.

Brants ( 1961) studied the directional spread of TMV in inoculated
attached or detached tobacco leaves. Virus appeared to be transported
toward and into a wounded regían when the injuries were made during
a period from 48 hours before, to simultaneously with, inoculation. When
radioactive TMV was used to inoculate detached tobacco leaves in
a narrow band perpendicular to the midrib, the direction of transport
of the radioactivity was influenced by the location of wounding distant
from the inoculated regían ( Brants, 1963). No evidence was presented
that radioactivity was associated only with inoculated purifed virus or
that the radioactivity translocated was infectious virus rather than
compounds derived from the virus after infection.

g. Root Culture. It is known that TMV spreads very slowly in tissue
cultures ( Kassanis et l., 1958). It appears to move very slowly or
not at all in root culture (White, 1934). The explanation for this and
similar results may not be so much the absence of movement as the
inability of cell-to-cell transported virus to infect meristematic e.el! re­
gions. Kassani s et al. ( 1958) obtained permanent infection in isolated
roots when the entire length of the root, including the tip, was rubbed
with inoculum. They interpreted their results to indicate that the
meristematic regían, or at least tissues near to it, must become infected
for the roots to be permanently infected. Results that may agree with
this were obtained by Bergmann ( 1959) who inoculated root tips about
3-5 cm. long and tested for virus activity 2 weeks later. One group
gave 200-300 lesions per leaf on N. glutinosa; the other group gave
about 10 lesions per leaf. Permanently infected roots were obtained only
from among those that showed a large number of lesions. Bergmann
concluded that tbe virus in isolated tomato did not move or moved
very slowly. The average growth of isolated tomato roots is of the order
of 0.2 to 0.5 mm./hour, but estimates of the spread of TMV in paren­
chymatic tissues (Bennett, 1956) is of the arder of 0.01 mm./hour. Be­
cause the growth rate of the root tip is faster, the virus could be lost
(Bergmann, 1959).

C. Long-Distance Transport
Viruses, if they were translocated only in parenchyma tissue, would

not be rapidly translocated throughout a plant. Although sorne viruses
appear to be more or less restricted to cell-to-cell movement ( Milbrath,
1963), a large number of viruses are not. In many virus-host combina­
tions, egress, which does not occur, is associated with a hypersensitive
host response that is heritable. This will be discussed in Section VI.
Long-distance transport of many viruses occurs rapidly in the phloem
and, in a few known examples, in the xylem. Transport of viruses in
the phloem is thought to occur in the sieve tubes. However, the possible
role played by other specialized cells within the phloem has not been
investigated. Vectors may introduce a virus more or less di.rectly in
tissue of the long-distance transport system; but in many examples,
the vector-introduced virus is not transported rapidly until after it has
spread slowly through parenchyma and other cells. The physiology of
phloem and the general problem of the translocation of salutes in plants
are covered in various reviews ( Esau et al., 1957, Crafts, 1961; Thaine,
1962; Kursanov, 1963; Canny, 1963; Zimmerman, 1964).

1. Egress and Phloem Transport

a. Time Required for Egress. With mechanically inoculated viruses,
there appears to be a considerable delay before a vi.rus leaves the
inoculated leaf. This delay is generally attributed to the slow movement
through parenchyma, but a careful review of published rates suggests
that we cannot yet fully explain egress rates. Far example, it takes
no longer than 24 hours for some particles of TMV (Bennett, 1956),
or SBMV (Worley and Schneider, 1963), and probably other mechani­
cally transmitted viruses to spread from an inoculated epidermis to
the other epidermal layer. Yet, frequently these viruses requi.re much
more than 24 hours to egress from inoculated leaves. Viruses may require
2 to 5 or more days to leave an inoculated leaf (Beemster, 1958).
The studies of Zech (1952) and of K6hler (1956) suggest viruses may
move faster in certain elongate cells than in the ordinary parenchyma
but this appears to be parallel to the vascular bundles rather than
toward the vascular bundles. It seems that the rate of movement some­
where within the vascular bundle is extremely slow and adds consider­
able time to that required for movement in epidermal and parenchyma
cells. Perhaps a significant delay occurs in entering the long-distance
transport system after it is almost reached rather than primarily while
a virus is transported in the epidermis and mesophyll of the inoculated
leaf.
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b. Quantity of Virus. In Section III it was pointed out that the egress
of severa! viruses from inoculated leaves showed a relationship to the
number of primary infections ( Bennett, 1960; Schneider, 1961). Beemster
(1958) found that patato virus X moved out of the inoculated leaf of
Physalis -floridana within 40 to 48 hours after inoculation. Diluting the
inoculum 5000-fold only lengthened the time of egress by 4 to 8 hours.
The same virus in patato moved out of the inoculated leaf between the
fifth and sixth day after inoculation. The amount of virus in the inocu­
lated leaf before entering the stem was relatively high in potato and
relatively low in Physalis foridana.

c. Mixed Virus Infections. In some combinations, the presence of
one virus appears to favor the systemic spread of a second virus. It
may be that in sorne of these combinations egress of the second virus
is favored indirectly by its greater increase.

Potato virus X ( PVX) alone barely multiplied at 31°., and it failed
to move out of the inoculated leaf ( Glose, 1964). The presence oí
patato virus Y, as well as TMV, cucumber mosaic virus (yellow strain),
or henbane mosaic virus ( all viruses that multiply at 31C.) assisted
the systemic spread of patato virus X. It was suggested that possibly
these viruses aided patato virus Xs movement between mesophyll cells
and into the phloem (Glose, 1964). Ford and Ross (1962) detected
an increase of patato virus X in inoculated leaves with patato virus
Y present at 30°C, and so egress in Close's experiments may have
been favored indirectly by the in crease of PVX. Benda ( 1957) found
the frequency of the white spotting over leaves containing the yellow
aucuba and ordinary strain of TMV depended on whether both strains
were applied together. Benda explained this phenomenon by assuming
that the ordinary strain affected the movement of the yellow aucuba
strain through the plant, probably by facilitating its access to the
phloem.

d. Comparison of the Egress Rates of Different Viruses. When the
egress rates of different viruses are measured simultaneously, valid com­
parisons can be made. Beemster ( 1959) compared the egress of four vi­
ruses from an inoculated leaf of Physalis floridana. Leaf roll and potato
virus X entered the stem about the same time; sorne hours later the turnip
mosaic virus entered, and patato virus Y entered the stem 36 hours
later. When X and Y were inoculated together on one leaf, both viruses
required the same length of time to egress as they did when they
were inoculated singly. But when virus X was introduced into plants
already infected with leaf roll virus, the translocation from the leaf
to the stem seemed to be retarded by about 4 hours. Kóhler (1956)
found that X-virus reached the upper leaves of the tobacco plant after

it was inoculated into old leaves, but it did so much more slowly
than Y-virus. This agrees with Smith (1931) who found that in a tobacco
plant inoculated with a mixture of X and Y, Y moved ahead and could
be isolated from the growing point free of X. It would be interesting
to know if the X-virus egressed from tobacco leaves faster than Y, as
in Beemster's study in Physalis foridana. When both viruses were inocu­
lated into the same old leaves, Y reached the top of the plant in the
same short time whether applied as 1 or 50 of the inoculum. No differ­
ence was found in the latent period or multiplication rate of X-virus in
old and young leaves inoculated directly. Kéihler ( 1956) suggested that
an inactivating factor may be present in the phloem of tobacco acting
against X and not against Y, TMV, or cucumber mosaic virus.

e. Age of the Plant. Strain E of tomato spotted wilt virus will invade
young N. glutinosa plant s systemically. If the virus is inoculated onto
plants that are older than a certain critical age, the virus will remain
localized in the inoculated leaves ( Best, 1956). As soybean plants age,
the chances of their becoming systemically infected with tobacco necrosis
virus decreases greatly (Resconich, 1963). The decrease in the transloca­
tion of many plant viruses from the inoculated leaf to the tuber as patato
plants age, has been termed "mature plant resistance ( Bercks, 1952).
A long delay in rate of egress from the inoculated leaf may be a factor.
When the top of a patato plant is cut off and the leaves of the new
shoot that develop are inoculated, the tubers become infected within
a short time even though inoculation of a leaf of a comparable but un­
pruned plant seldom results in transport of virus to the tubers ( Beemster,
1958). Also, when a leaf at the base of the stem was inoculated, translo­
cation to the tubers was much slower than when apical leaves were in­
oculated ( Beemster, 1958). E ven though large quantities of virus were
present in the inoculated leaf of potato plants, the amount of infection
of tubers was low. On this basis, Beemster favored the idea that virus
passes occasionally from the cells in which it multiplied to the sieve
tubes.

f. Relation to Site of Inoculation. When a virus is directly introduced
into the long-distance transport system, as may be the case with curly
top virus, it can move as rapidly as 15 cm. in the frst 6 minutes
after its introduction ( Bennett, 1934). Other vector-transmitted viruses
which are introduced deeply may not egress as fast as curly top virus.
but they do egress much more rapidly than the viruses introduced
into the epidermal layer. An undue delay in the egress of both patato
leaf roll virus (LRV) and turnip latent virus (TLV) (both of which
persist in their aphid vector) Ied MacKinnon ( 1960) to suggest that
the supposed site of inoculation ( the phloem) should be reassessed.
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LRV moved out of a few leaves within 24 hours, but in sorne cases
it had not moved out in 48 hours and TLV had not moved out of
any. When the feeding time was increased to 24 hours for TLV, the
virus had moved out of only a few leaves in 24 and 48 hours; even
after 72 hours the virus had moved out of only one half as many
as in the controls. The distance involved from the inoculation site to
the stem was less than 5 cm. Thus, both viruses resemble mechanically
inoculated viruses in their rate of egress rather than viruses introduced
into the phloem.

g. Direction of Virus Transport. Much early work indicates that
viruses move rapidly away from the point of entrance in the phloem
toward growing regions or other regions of food utilization (Bennett,
1956). Research with potato viruses fts with this generalization. In
potato plants that had not reached the stage of tuber formation, rapid
movement of potato virus X up the stem occurred from inoculated
basal leaves. With later inoculations, the virus did not move upward
within 30 days but moved downward into the tubers (Beemster, 1958).

Brants ( 1961) attempted to locate the region responsible for the
direction of virus-transport in the phloem. She found that removal of
the stem tip did not influence either the direction or the rate of virus
transport out of the inoculated leaf. An increase in the rate of spread
of the virus occurred when the axillary buds or both axillary buds
and stem tip were removed. Wounding of the stem also exercised
an influence on the rate of virus transport, but only when the wound
was infl ieted 24 hours before, simultaneously with or up to 48 hours
after inoculation of a middle leaf. Virus did not egress from the inocu­
lated leaf before 48 hours. She believes that the directing action which
is attributed by others to top meristems apparently does not derive
from the meristems themselves but from the active young tissues formed
by the primary meristematic tissues such as leaf primordia.

Brants (1961) also reported that meristems or stem tips added to
callus tissue influenced the rate of transport indirectly by inducmg a
differentiation of the originally homogeneous callus mass.

2. Phloem Transport and Mass Flow
Previously reviewed studies provide impressive evidence of the con­

trol of directional movement and indicate a correlation between virus
transport and food translocation ( Bennett, 1956).

Relatively few measurements of the rates of phloem transport of
viruses are available. The fastest rates reported for plant viruses are
for those that can be directly introduced into phloem and are comparable
to the rates reported for photosynthates and other compounds which
were radioactively labeled. Most rates reported for mosaic viruses have

been much slower. This may be due to the difficulty of measuring
only that part of the transport that takes place in the phloem; however,
it would be beneficia! to have more accurate measurements for this
group of viruses. Sorne data which do not clearly indicate a correlation
between virus movement and food transport (Roberts, 1952) have also
been reviewed (Bennett, 1956 ) .

There is no reason to assume that viruses move in the phloem by
a mechanism independent of that involved in the transport of other
materials in the phloem; however, the mechanism of such transport
remains unanswered (Esau et al., 1957, Crafts, 1961; Thaine, 1962;
Kursanov, 1963; Zimmerman, 1964). Since previous reviews present
abundant evidence in favor of the simultaneous transport of virus and
photosynthate in the phloem, it may be of some beneft if the writer,
instead of adding more supporting information, plays the devil's advocate
by focusing on sorne questions derived from translocation data. .

One recent study impressively indicates a correlation between virus
movement and food translocation, and also provides a valuable compari­
son of three viruses ( Bennett, 1960). In triple crown beet plants, de­
foliation appeared to favor the rapid movement of all three viruses,
whereas considerable delay ensued when each virus had to travel from
the same inoculated shoot into a nondefoliated shoot. The symptoms
in the nondefoliated shoot and presumably the virus movement varied
considerably. The mosaic virus produced symptoms in the shortest time,
averaging about 34 days; the yellows virus required an average of 57
days, whereas curly top had not produced symptoms in as long as
140 days. Previous studies indicated that the same results, at least with
curly top, would be obtained if darkness rather than defoliation had
been the treatment ( Bennett, 1956).

Two portions of these data do not seem to be explained on the
basis of our present knowledge. ( 1) The length of the delay of the
movement of the three viruses----34 to 140 days. (2) The much shorter
delay in the transport of the mosaic virus compared with that of the
yellows virus, and the shorter delay in the transport of the yellows
virus as compared with that of the curly top virus. Regarding the frst
point, it is true that the delay supports the correlation between virus
and food translocation; but bidirectional movement of various com­
pounds is known to occur in the phloem (Esau et al., 1957). One
may ask whether it occurs simultaneously or in the same phloem strand,
but not whether it can occur. If it can occur, why do these viruses
take so long to move into nondefoliated shoots? Unfortunately, defolia­
tion and shading must result in many profound changes in addition
to influencing the direction of food translocation.

Regarding the second point, Bennett ( 1960) explains the much
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shorter delay in the case of the mosaic virus by suggesting that it
moves slowly through parenchyma outside the phloem. However, the
mosaic virus delay was 23 days less than that of the yellows virus which
is also presumed to be moving through parenchyma since it is not
delayed as long as the curly top virus. Even if the mosaic virus were
able to move ( and multiply) in parenchyma as fast as 2 mm. per
day, it would only gain 4.6 cm. over a virus which did not move
in a 23-day period. It appears that the mosaic virus, and perhaps
the yellows virus, are moving more rapidly than one would expect
them to move in parenchyma cells. Perhaps they are moving in more
specialized cells ( see Section V,D).

The slow movement of viruses out of root systems of inoculated
roots and the enhancement of movement by pruning or keeping plants
in the dark are considered harmonious with the concept that virus
movement is correlated with food transport ( Bennett, 1956). However,
Bawden ( 1964) suggests that sorne other factor besides the direction
of food transport may explain the absence of movement, and he indicates
that one possibility is that viruses usually do not reach high concentra­
tions in the root. He also claims that viruses regularly move upward
from stem bases when a virus is introduced below the lowest leaf
where, presumably, the flow through the sieve tubes is in the same
direction as in the tap root.

Other results indicate that, with soil-transmitted diseases viruses
may move out of roots. For example, tobacco ringspot virus was intro­
duced into the roots of cucumber seedlings by iphinema americanum
and became systemic in 80 of the plants, remaining in the roots of
the other 20 ( McGuire, 1964). It remains to be shown in what tissue
or tissues this and other soil-transmitted viruses move.

Other results indicate that a cherry virus will pass through prunus
root grafts. Symptoms appeared in the inoculated ( inserted buds at
bud break) members of pairs 3 to 5 weeks after inoculation and inthe uninoculated members from l to 3 weeks later30 root-grafted
intraspecifie pairs and 16 interspecific pairs. In this example, each mem­
ber of the root-grafted pair would be comparable in physiological stage
of development. The virus, starting from the inserted bud, moved up­
ward and down to the roots in the inoculated tree, but it also moved
from the roots of the receptor tree upward ( Hobart, 1956).

Acropetal movement from roots has been indicated for other viruses,
such as chlorotic streak of sugarcane ( Bird et al., 1958) and TNV
(Yarwood, 1959b), but it is not known in what cells these viruses
are moving. It may be that the former virus is translocated in the
xylem.

The rapid movement of southern bean mosaic virus from one inocu­
lated expanded primary leaf to its opposite member (Worley and
Schneider, 1963; Schneider, 1964) does not coincide with a food
transport pathway. The virus is moving from one leaf of equivalent
physiological age to the other, and one leaf cannot be considered a
"sink" or a "source" in translocation terms ( Crafts, 1961) without the
other leaf's being the same. Thus, movement here is not from source
to sink. The rate of movement, the distribution of virus in petiole and
uninoculated leaf, and the steaming of petioles all favor the view that
sorne of the southern bean mosaic virus particles have reached the
uninoculated leaf via the phloem transport system ( Schneider, 1964).

The same study indicated that tobacco ringspot virus (TRSV) can
egress rapidly from a leaf vía the phloem; yet by the time it reached
the petiole of the opposite leaf, it appeared to move ( and multiply)
at a rate much too slow for phloem transport. It is of interest to· note
that the delayed movement of TRSV between the two leaves fts with
the concept of food transport better than the rapicl movement of SBMV
in the same plant does (Schneider, 1964). This may be an illusion,
however, since TRSV cloes not appear to be moving in the sieve tubes
of the petiole.

a. Form of the Translocated Particle. The fonn of the translocatecl
particle has been a subject of increasing consideration by virus
researchers, particularly since the clemonstration of the infectivity of
virus nucleic acid alone (Gierer and Schramm, 1956; Fraenkel-Conrat
1956). , ,

At one time the plasmodesmata were considered too small to allow
complete virus particles to pass ( Zech, 1952), but it appears now that
the plasmodesmata are large enough to allow the passage of virus par­
ticles (Shalla, 1959; Livingston, 1964). Complete particles cannot be
eliminated by the smallness of plasmodesmata; complete particles will
have to be considered along with infectious nucleic acid or sorne other
form prior to the complete virus as a possible translocated form of
vrus.

Many workers have suggested that TMV moves between cells in
a fomm other than complete virus, possibly nucleic acid ( Zech. 1952:ch and Vog-Kohne, 1956; Rappaport ad Wilda, 1957). Arguments
e derived from kinetic studies and from radiation inactivation experi­"P"s vhich suggest that intact virus particles are not present during

the earhest stages of multiplication of the virus when presumably par-
hcle ·n 1 ,
\

. s wi. have invaded adjacent cells (Rappaport and Wildman 1957·
1/ildman 1959 F d M 1 19 ) ' 'l . , ; • ry an .atthews, )63 . The enzyme RNase prevented
esion formation when introduced into a cell through which the virus
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must pass to reach the leaf from the inoculated cell ( Benda, 1958).
One interpretation could he that TMV moved as nucleic acid; but it
must he rememhered that the enzyme can inhibit infection by TMV
even though it does not destroy it (Loring, 1942).

Others who claimed an initial RNase-sensit ive phase in the multipli­
cation of TMV (Hamers-Casterman and Jeener, 1957) postulated that
the virus does not move from cell to cell in an RNase-sensitive form;
however, enzyme and virus were not introduced into separate cells.

lt has heen suggested that viruses other than TMV may move as
nucleic acid, such as a tohacco rattle variant transmitted with diffulty
( Cadman, 1962). An unstable variant of TNV occurs in leaf extracts
Iargely in a form susceptible to inactivation by RNase, possibly free
nucleic acid ( Babos and Kassanis, 1962). However, extracts from leaves
contained a few virus particles that were stable.

New evidence that indicates virus can move from cell to cell in
the form of nucleic acid, hut not in the same form in the phloem,
has come from studies with defective TMV strains ( Siegel et al., 1962).
One strain failed to synthesize virus protein, and the other synthesized
a viral protein which failed to join with nucleic acid and form complete
virus particles. Frequently, these strains did not egress from the inocu­
lated leaf. When secondary infection did occur, spreading was slow
and up the planta leaf at a time; this does not indicate phloem transport.
Young expanding leaves, which would normally develop symptoms
rapidly when invaded by the common TMV strain, did not develop
disease symptoms (Siegel et al., 1962). E ven when symptoms showed
in shoots originating from topped plants, they were seen only on the
oldest and largest leaves of the shoot, the apical leaves appearing normal.
Toe results suggest that the infective agent can only spread in the
host from cell to cell ( sin ce primary symptoms increased in diameter
with time and followed a main vein after reaching it) but not through
the conducting elements of the vascular system ( Siegel et al., 1962).
Toe authors suggest that "proteinless" viruses are either incapable of
entering the conducting elements or that movement takes place in the
vascular parenchyma, but no anatomical studies in the regions of the
veinal symptoms in the inoculated leaf and the yellowish streaking along
the main stem were reported. This work introduces the possibility that
although viral nucleic acid may be involved in slow cell-to-cell transport,
sorne other form of the virus may be responsible for long-distance trans­
port in the phloem.

Bald (1964) reported similar observations with respect to movement
of the same strains studied by Siegel et al. but noted occasional evidence
of erratic systemic translocation of virus. Strains originating as a result

of deaminating or brominating RNA of TMV also spread very slowly
up the plant ( Veldee and Fraenkel-Conrat, 1962). Zech (1952) thought
complete particles of TMV much too large to pass from cell to cell,
and he considered the discontinuous spread in the phloem as evidence
that noninfective precursory particles were incapable of combining into
the complete particles within the enucleate sieve elements. To combine
and result in infectious units, they would have to move into parenchyma
cells. A double-stranded TMV-specific RNA has been identifed and
partially purifed from tobacco leaves infected with TMV (Burdon et
al., 1964). It is resistant to high concentrations of RNase; its possible
role in spread of the virus remains to be assessed.

One possible way of accumulating translocated particles, as distin­
guished from "multiplied" virus, is to allow them to move into the trans­
location system of a nonhost. In immune hosts, there may be a gradual
disappearance of the virus introduced by grafting ( Bennett, 1957). How­
ever, the question difRcult to resolve is: Did the virus increase in very
limited amounts, perhaps in very restricted regions, or <lid ali the virus
enter by translocation from the donar host? Characteristic TMV particles
ident ifed by sedimentation rate and electron microscopy have been
recovered from dodder (Cuscuta campestris) grown on virus-infected
Nicotiana spp. ( Jen sen, 1962). The virus was infectious but present
in the dodder only in trace amounts. Since no evidence was found
of virus multiplication in dodder, it was assumed that the nucleoprotein
virus particles moved into the dodder from the tobacco plant (Jensen,
1962).

Sorne researchers believe that virus <loes not multiply in the sieve
tubes ( Bennett, 1956). If so, then exudate exclusively from these cells
presumably would contain the translocating form of the virus. Vectors
of phloem-limited viruses, which may introduce virus directly into sieve
tube elements, may transmit a forro of these viruses that is immediately
translocated, without intervening multiplication, and which is the long­
distance translocating form of the virus. Such would seem to be possible
with the streak and curly top viruses which move 3 and 15 cm. only
minutes after their introduction (Bennett, 1956).

b. Do Viruses Multiply in the Sieve Elements? It is believed that
the long-distance transport of many viruses occurs in the sieve tubes
of the phloem. Whether viruses are or are not able to multiply in
the sieve tubes has not been resolved. Toe discontinuous distribution
of virus during the initial systemic movement of virus (Esau et al.,
l957), and the rapid transport of curly top virus immediately after
its introduetion (Bennett, 1956), indicate that multiplication is not neces­
Sary for movement in the phloem to occur. Esau (1960b) has pointed
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t enucleate sieve elements of
f · J · s in maureout the absence o me usion. . Inclusions are known to be absent

beets infected with beet yellows virus. f ted with TMV ( Esau
. • 1 ts of tobacco inrec . .°also in mature sieve elemens _,, t s still cont aining nuclei (Smith
) b t :. ung s1eve e emen s

1941] ut present mn y9'_, 1941). Esau (1960b) suggests the possi­
ad McWhorter, 1957; Esau, ; ature elements may indicate
b·1· tI t th bsence of mclus10ns m ma r . .
ility hat e at l · these enucleate cells. Specife staining

that the virus does not mu 1P y a f r the presence of antigen
with a fluorescent antibody provides evid"";;", a&a Black Valentine
of SBMV in the sieve tubes of systemicaily mv . . .
bean lants (Worley, 1964a), and indicates the possibility that a large
no 6f rieles y e rrese. Te reaction mav "@"%,""d
from the presence of virus antigen which may or may note complete
virus," and cannot distinguish between 'multiplied virus and trans-
located virus."

c. Xylem Transport
Previous reviews have summarized pertinent information about two

diseases, phony peach and Pierce's disease, in which evidence pomts
to a very close restriction of the viruses to the xylem (Bennett, 1956;
Esau, 1956). Far the latter disease, a relatively rapid upward transport
occurred in alfalfa stems; this indicated movement with the water
stream. If the vector introduced the virus directly into vessel elements,
the virus must have been able to enter living cells after passing upward
in the water-conducting cells. TMV was not able to follow such a
pathway, and the hypothesis was that TMV, and presumably viruses
in general, are too large to pass through a membrane into a living
cell ( Caldwell, 1930, 1931).

More recently it was shown that a virus (which is not xylem-limited
and is able to move long distances in the phloem) is also able to
induce infections in foliage after moving upward rapidly in the tracheary
elements of Pinto bean plants (Schneider and Worley, 1959a,b; Jensen,
1962). The virus was introduced directly into the tracheary elements
by stem puncture or through a graft union after it infected a systemic
host ( Schneider and Worley, 1959b). In the latter arrangement, virus
had to enter the dead water-conducting cells from living cells as well
as exit from dead cells and induce new infections in living cells. The
direction of movement was rapidly upward for long distances, sorne
particles moving as fastas 1 foot per minute ( Schneider and Worley, 1960).
This rate agrees well with rates reported for much smaller particles mov­
ing wi th the water stream (Matthews, 1959). SBMV is able to follow
such a pathway in Black Valentine bean, a systemic host, as well as
in Pinto bean, a local-lesion host ( Schneider and Worley, 1960).

Although the iabil ity of TMV to enter or leave tracheary element s
t s wi th the view that it is probably too large to pass through a living

b e l·f the virus is directly mtroduced m tracheary elements,memoran , 959 )
it is notas readily translocated as SBMV ( Schneider and Worley, 1 . _e •

Scott (1959) suggested that SBMV does not pass through living
membranes but rather passes progressively through xylem elements in
transitional stages between living and dead cells. It has been shown
that vessels may remain alive longer than one might realize were he
to study fxed tissues exclusively (Scott, 1949, 1959; Scott et al., 1960).

In agreement with the hypothesis of Scott ( 1959), SBMV infection
occurs only in young crinkled leaves and not in older smooth leaves,
even though leaves of both ages are extensively mvaded by virus initially
introduced into the tracheary elements, and are at least equally sus­
ceptible to mechanical inoculation with the virus (Schneider and
Worley, 1960). The transitional stages would be expected to occur more
frequently in the younger than in the older leaves (Scott, 1959).

It is possible that many viruses cannot follow the same pathway
as SBMV, but there may be many reasons for this inabili ty besides
the impermeability of a cell membrane to virus. In comparing the move­
ment of four viruses in Pinto bean after their introduction into tracheary
elements, we found that TMV moved very little in 24 hours but it
could be recovered in the region of int roduction many days later; tha
pod mottle virus could not be recovered even in the region of introduc­
tion after 24 hours; that both SBMV and TNV moved rapidly up the
plant; that neither SBMV nor TNV infected smooth expanded leaves
although both viruses invaded them; and that SBMV, but not TNV,
infected younger. leaves even though TNV entered them and was
recoverable ( Schneider and Worley, 1960). The possible connection be­
tween the presence of virus in natural guttation water ( Johnson, 1951;
Ohmann-Kreutzberg et al., 1960) and water transport should be con­
sidered. The latter author detected infective virus in guttation fluid as
early as 4 days after a unifoliate leaf of ryegrass was inoculated. Maxi­
mum infectivity was detected 10 to 14 days after inoculation. The trans­
location as well as the survival of viruses will most likely differ within
the water-conducting vessels, and perhaps no single barrier will keep
viruses from entering and Ieaving the long-distance transport system.

D. Intermediate-Distance Transport
Two transport systems are generally contrasted on the basis of rate

and extent of transport. One is a slow and short-distance system; the
other a fast and long-distance system. Movement through parenchyma
is relatively slow, and movement through the phloem is relatively rapid.
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With the few documented exceptions considered in the previous section,
movement of many viruses in the xylem is in living cells and also
is presumed to be a relatively slow process. If virus movement in
parenchyrna of the stem and leaf were 0.01 to 1 mm. per day, widespread
distribution of virus could not occur after transport through the sieve
tubes unless virus could escape into cells of the slow-transport system
at closely spaced sites. Studies indicate that at least in the stem there
may be big gaps between exit si tes soon after invasion by virus (Bennett,
1934; Samuel, 1934; Capoor, 1949; Kunkel, 1939). A similar limit to
distribution may not occur when virus enters young expanding leaves;
one study suggests that many exit sites are present when a virus enters
smooth we11-expanded leaves after translocation in the phloem (Worley
and Sclmeider, 1963). Returning to the stem, if all cells are very quickly
invaded and fi11 in the original gaps, there may be a more rapid local
distribution via certain living ce11s than in the parenchyma cells con­
sidered representative of cell-to-ce11 transport. Reference has already
been made to the more rapid transport within certain cells of the leaf
( Zech, 1952; K6hl er, 1956). Mitche11 and Worley ( 1964) described a
rotational streaming of cytoplasm in immature and relatively mature
fibers which was capable of carrying plastids a distance of 2 mm. in
about 3 minutes. Zech ( 1952) and K6hler ( 1956) ascribed considerable
importance to the length of ce11s in the leaf which move a virus more
rapidly than the ordinary parenchyma. Simi larly, the average phloem
fber in the hypocotyl of a relatively mature bean plant is approximately
2 mm. in length-about 25 times the length of the average phloem
parenchyma cell in the same plant (Mitche11 and Worley, 1964). When
SBMV invaded the hypocotyl of young Pinto bean plants, the result ing
rate of necrosis and virus spread in the region of the pericyle phloem
tissue was 30 to 40 times as fast as befare when virus moved inward
through the cortex ( Mitche11 et al., 1956).

Smith and McWhorter (1957) fo11owed a sequence of primary
symptom development after inoculation of Vicia faba with a strain of
tomato ringspot virus. They noted that as the necrosis progressed rapidly
down the stem into the roots, it followed the vascularization but did
not at frst involve the conducting tissues. Instead, the necrosis pro­
gressed downward in the parenchyma tissue externa! to the phloem
or in the immature primary phloem fibers. Between leaves, the necrosis
nearly always progressed downward in the immature primary phloem
fibers or adjacent parenchyma. It was suggested that the cyelosis ob­
served in these elongate fiber cells ( in sections of living tissue) could
cause the relatively rapid transport of the virus down the stem.

Another description of a disease that circumstantially incriminates

cells usually not considered signifcant in the transport of virus is the
description of leaf-drop streak ( Bawden, 1964). This disease, caused
by potato virus Y, can result in lesions which spread along the veins
into the petioles and main stems. The damage appears primarily in
the collenchyma. Although the whole cortex may be destroyed, the
vascular system remains intact. Yarwood ( 1959a) confirmed the Smith
(1951) report that the movement of TNV in bean may be stopped
by a node. This would not be expected if virus were moving through
parenchyma cells. Phloem fbers may discontinue at nodes; and SBMV,
when it is transported in these cells, may also be stopped by a node
(Worley, 1965).

Perhaps in the case of other viruses, even when symptomatology
is not so obviously Iocalized, a rapid distribution of viruses in a longi­
tudinal direction is greatly facilitated in elongated fbers or in similar
cells in other parts of the plant. It may not be exclusively dependent
upan the sieve tubes for movement in a longitudinal direction.

Our total knowledge about the transport between cells of viruses
is most extensive in regard to two transport systems. Except for the
few viruses in the xylem-limited group, we have generally attempted
to divide the entire pathway followed by viruses between the part
that involves a slow continuous cell-to-cell movement (parenchyma)
and the part that mvolves a rapid discont inuous transport ( sieve tubes).
It would help to add sorne information concerning different aspects
of the complete pathway followed. It would be desirable, for example,
to be able to answer these questions, among others:

l. Are there a limited number of egress points available to viruses
introduced into leaves, and, if so, where are they?
• If one leaf of a plant is inoculated, how much of the systemic

pread is provided by particles that move out from this one leaf, and
how h b th f · 'muer y 1e egress of a virus from secondary infections that
anse m uninoculated leaves and stems?

3. Can a large number of virus particles escape from a relatively
unlimited number of closely spaced exit sites in sieve tubes of the
stem and leaf; or is the number of translocated particles small, and
are the exit sites relatively widely spaced ? "

tud~· What cells and tissues are primarily important in the radial, longi­
inal, and ci ¡fe +1 d 5F +. • d,. , ucum erentia sprea o virus particles external to the

seve tubes of the long-distance transport system?
dn analogy can be drawn with a modern network of routes leading

mnto a larg ·ity Ir th 1
t. e ci y. n the analogy with virus transport, we have desc ·1ons of a; :rIp­
a t . n expressway conected together with a complex of minor
arteries but we h dr ·d ¡· Inave recte little attention to investigating whether
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major arteries are necessary to link the throughway and minor arteries
far the complete and rapid distribution of a virus.

VI. DISTRIBUTION

The developmental approach to anatomical studies, together with
studies of virus transmission and translocation, have provided informa­
tion about viruses limited to certain tissues of the host and other viruses
more widely distributed ( Esau, 1956, 1961; Bennett, 1956). The primary
symptoms of sorne virus diseases are localized in the phloem; others
in the xylem and the effects of other virus diseases are not generally
tissue-restricted ( mosaic group).

A. Distribution of Tissue-Limited Viruses
Within the phloem-limited group, two different development patterns

are evident (Esau, 1956). A collapse and death of phloem cells that
pass through an apparently normal course of development occurs ( potato
leaf roll; cereal yellow dwarf); in the other, abnormal growth phe­
nomena and a profound disturbance of the pattern of differentiation
of the phloem befare necrosis occur ( curly top; aster yellows). The
internal symptoms, and presumably virus distribution, in the latter two
diseases were not sharply distinguished from each other (Esau, 1956).
More recently, however, it was found that in two ways the aster yellows­
induced symptoms deviated from those of curly top. One was that
in aster yellows the degenerative changes were found where the sieve
elements were still immature, but in curly top the changes did not
extend above those points where the elements were mature ( Rasa and
Esau, 1961). Second, in plants infected with aster yellows virus only,
long needle-shaped crystalline inclusion bodies were found in mature
and immature sieve tubes, companion cells, and parenchyma ( Rasa and
Esau, 196l; Struckmeyer, 1963). Thus, two phloem-limited viruses with
generally similar internal disturbances may differ in two ways that Sug
gest subtle differences in their effect and, possibly, in the distribution
of the viruses.

In addition to viruses quite closely limited to the phloem are others
that resemble them in this regard but which can become more widely
distributed in different tissues in the way that members of the mosaie
group do. The sugarbeet yellows virus is an example (Bennett, 1960).

An unusual distribution of virus occurs in the case of the wound
.. di asetumor virus. Spherules associated with the wound tumor virus 1ise

in the cytoplasm of tumor cells of sorrel ( Rumex acetosa L.) are sorne­
times found in dead tumor tracheids. The spherules have never been
observed in the nontumorous cells from which tumors arase (Littau

and Black, 1952). By means of fluorescent antibody, Nagaraj and Black
( 1961) located specific antigen concentrated in the pseudophloem tissue
of tumors and in a few thick-walled cells in the xylem region. No other
tissues contained detectable amounts of virus antigen. The stem on
which the tumor had developed did not contain detectable amounts
of wound tumor virus antigen. Characteristic particles of wound tumor
virus have also been found in tumors by electron microscopy ( Shikata
et al., 1964).

B. Distribution Patterns of Mosaic Viruses
Although mosaic viruses are widely distributed in different tissues,

there may be differing patterns of localization. Unfortunately, we have
no satisfactory quantitative methods for a detailed examination of such
patterns. To determine the concentration of virus per cell, and possible
differences from cell to cell, would require quantitative procedures
tailored to single-cell analysis. Sorne cells can be separated ( Zaitlin,
1959; Nagaraj, 1962), but the loss of virus per cell and recovery after
cell separation would have to be determined.

l. Virus Content Per Cell
Nixon ( 1956) estimated that the number of TMV particles in a

single hair cell was 6 x10 partiles in a volume of 250,000 µ3• An
estimate of the average virus content of TMV per mesophyll cell was
105 to 10° particles ( Harrison, 1955). Both estimates suggest that the
virus content of one cell would not be sufficient for the quantitative
assay of infectivity unless more sensitive methods of detection can be
developed. Even lower estimates have been made for the content of
virus per cell in a hypersensitive host ( Rappaport and Wildman, 1957,
Weintraub and Ragetli, 1964). The virus antigen in a single cell can
be detected by fluorescent antibody ( Schramm and Róttger, 1959;
Nagaraj and Black, 196l; Nagaraj, 1962; Worley and Scheider, 1963).
Virus particles in situ can be detected by electron microscopy but not
on a quantitative basis.

2. Distribution of Inclusions

Sorne indications of where virus particles may be more abundant
have been indicated in observations of the distribution of inclusions
and they have been used as one criterion characterizing the histotropism
of different viruses (Roland, 1957). Inclusions may be found in most
tissues of roots, stems, and leaves, at least with mosaic viruses but
~e~ are not_ always present in every infected cell ( Bawden, 1964).
heir formation may depend on their cellular environment (Bawden,
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1964) so that one cannot equate the absence of inclusions with the
absence of virus.

a. Distribution of Inclusions of TMV. AIthough inclusions of TMV
can be found in all kinds of living tissues of the host ( Esau, 1956),
the distribution of inclusions has been observed to vary considerably.
In observations of hair cells, it was observed that crystals and presumably
virus appeared in the first h:vo or three cells within a few days of
each other; 25 to 30 days later nothing arose in the remaining cells
that appeared to be alive (Goldin and Vostrova, 1959). They also
noted unequal distribution of crystals in epidermal cells which others
noted also ( Takahashi and Hirai, 1963). When the Sakaguchi reaction
for arginine was used, the highest concentration of TMV was usually
observed in epidermal and hair cells; less frequently virus was found
to be most concentrated in the palisade parenchyma cells. The spongy
parenchyma and vascular tissue contained the least virus ( Rawlins etal., 1956). The characteristic inclusions of the aucuba mosaic virus,
on the other hand, are abundant in hairs; less so in the epidermis,
and rare in the mesophyll (ShefRield, 1931).

b. Distribution of Inclusions f Other Viruses. The patterns of dis­
tribution of inclusions of different viruses may vary considerably. For
example, the X-bodies of broad bean mottle virus were found only
in the cells of the chlorotic areas of the leaf of Vicia faba (Rubio and
van Slogteren, 1956). The amoeboid bodies associated with a turnip
mosaic virus were restricted almost entirely to the subveinal epidermis
(Berkeley and Weintraub, 1952). The inclusions of tomato ringspot virus
in Vicia faba were found primarily in the parenchyma of the vascular
tissue, in procambium, in the cells of the apical meristems, and, to a
lesser degree, in parenchyma tissue adjacent to the vascular tissues
(Smith and McWhorter, 1957).

3. Distribution Differences between Epidermis and Mesophyll
Other evidence has favored a more uniform distribution of TMV

when epidermis and mesophyll were compared ( Bawden et al., 1954;
Nixon, 1956; Hitchbom, 1958).

Even though the effects of UV irradiation of leaves infected with
cabbage black ringspot virus, henbane mosaic virus, and sugarbeet
mosaic virus ( Bawden et al., 1954) were interpreted to indicate that
the epidermal cells contain more extractable virus than the deeper
tissues, transmission studies with potato virus Y (Bradley, 1956), and
with cucumber mosaic virus in N. glutinosa (Namba, 1962) did not
support Bawden's interpretation. Hitchbomn (1958) found that henbane
mosaic virus, potato virus Y, as well as TMV are distributed similarly
between epidermis and mesophyll.

Kikumoto and Matsui ( 1961) reported an uneven distribution of
pota to virus X in different tissues of the leaf. Electron microscopy of
potato virus X-infected Datura stramonium leaves revealed that the
fibrous masses of PVX were commonly found within the palisade and
spongy tissue cells but rarely within the epidermal cells. Virus particles
were not observed within the cells of the vascular bundle. TMV, on
the other hand, was readily detected in the vascular bundle (Matsui
and Yamada, 1958).

4. Distribution in Uninoculated Portions
There is sorne evidence that mechanically inoculated leaves or por­

tions of leaves contain higher concentrations of virus than leaves or
portions of leaves invaded by cell-transported virus. The concentration
of SBMV in an inoculated primary leaf was about 10 times that reached
in the opposite invaded primary leaf ( Schneider, 1964; Worley, 1964b).
Other viruses for which this general relationship between inoculated
and invaded portions hold are: TMV (Cohen et al., 1957), patato virus
X (Ford and Ross, 1962; Stouffer and Ross, 1961), and TRSV in bean
plants (Schneider, 1961).

In studies of the invasion of Nicotiana glauca Grah. by strains
of TMV, all stages of foliar susceptibility to virus invasion were found
( Solberg and Bald, 1963). Expansion and maturation of a leaf is
basipetal, and symptom expression and particle counts of virus correlated
with this pattem of maturation.

In sorne cases the difference in titer between inoculated and uninocu­
lated foliage may be due to the incomplete invasion of the latter. Un­
inoculated virus-invaded leaves of tobacco which exhibit "recovery
symptoms in tobacco ringspot infections also contain less virus than
the inoculated leaves (Price, 1936); but Benda and Naylor (1957) in­
terpreted recovery to result from the complete invasion of very young
leaves. If they are correet, then less virus in this example of an invaded
leaf indicates that, on an average, less virus is in each cell of completely
mvaded leaves than is in each cell of the inoculated leaves.

5. Misccllaneous Patterns of Distribution
Virus distribution in leaves may occur in various patterns. Thus

P?ato virus X concentrations were consistently higher in apical halves
inoculated leaves than in basal halves (Ford and Ross, 1962). The

concentration of potato viruses X and Y was lower in veinal than in
mnterver· l tu (Rhemna, ssue oc ow and Ross, 1955). Interveinal regions were
tmewhat better than adjacent veins as a source of virus for aphids
Bradley, 1962). This was also true for SBMV in a hypersensitive host

at low temperatures (about 21ºC.); but at high temperatures ( about
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32°0.), the distribution pattern reversed ( Schneider and Worley, 1958).
Distribution patterns may also correlate with the particular external
symptom pattern, as in the local lesions of hypersensitive hosts (Yar­
wood, 1957) and in the virus concentration in yellow-green versus green
portions of rice dwarf-infected leaves ( Kimura, 1962).

C. Meristematic Tissues
Bennett (1956) summarized the relationship of viruses to meriste­

matic tissues. Certain viruses may be able to invade primary meriste­
matic tissues with little evidence that serious injury results from such
invasion. In otber instances, growing points of affected plants appeared
to be free of virus.

l. Stem Apex
Simple exeision has been used successfully with different virus-in­

fected hosts in obtaining virus-free cultures (Limasset and Cornuet,
1949; Morel and Martin, 1955a; Yora and Tsuchizaki, 1962). Tissue
cultures have been used to produce virus-free clones from patato van­
eties originally infected with paracrinkle virus and potato virus S, but
not with varieties infected with potato virus X (Kassams, 1957). Poor
survival of meristem cultures may drastically reduce the number of
plantlets available far testing (Kassanis, 1957; Manzer, 1959; Nielsen,
1960; Yora and Tsuchizaki, 1962).

It is diffcult to excise only meristematic tissue. Success or failure
may depend on the size of the original tip used. Portions of sprouts
or buds 2 mm. long did not result in patato plantlets free of virus
X (Manzer, 1959). Apexes of 100 to 250 (Morel and Martin, 1955a;
Kassanis, 1957) yielded virus-free tissue. On the other hand, Norris
( 1954) started with parent meristem initially 200 long and only one
of his subcultures proved to be virus-free.

Larger excisions, including apical meristems, have resulted in the
elimination of sorne viruses. Clona! sweet patato plants derived from
six of seven dissected meristems, which ranged from 0.4 to l mm.,
were free of the internal cork virus (Nielsen, 1960). When scions, 4
to 8 mm. in length ( from the extreme tips of branches of Nightingale
chrysanthemum), were grafted onto healthy plants of another variety,
13 of 244 scions of Good News chrysanthemum tested did not carry
aspermy virus, but still contained a mosaic-type virus (Holmes, 1956).
The success in eliminating bean yellow mosaic virus from white clover
plants depended upon the conditions under which cuttings were grown.
hen terminal cuttings, 1 cm. long or less, were obtained from clones
and held at 10°C. for rooting, about 35 of the cuttings from 45 clones

proved virus-free. In contrast, only about 6 of fi.eld-grown cuttings
from the same clones were virus-free ( Baxter and McGIohon, 1959).
It is not known if precautions were taken to prevent reinfection in
the feld; however, if the excised tissues in the aforementioned examples
were originally virus-free, it fallows that much more tissue than only
meristem must have been free of virus.

Morel and Martín ( 1955b) explained their ability to free potatoes,
dahlias, and camations from virus thus, "the virus lags behind the tip
of a rapidly growing shoot." Others have considered that the barriers
may be more truly physiological than those physical ones of cytoplasmic
streaming, plasmodesmata, or longitudinal displacement of the shoot
apex ( Solberg and Bald, 1963). They found that the invasiveness of
stem apexes depended upan the virus-host combination. The U5 strain
of TMV invaded the tissues of N. glauca more extensively than Ul,
and penetrated in detectable quantities closer to the stem apex. On
the other hand, UI in tobacco, its "natural" host, was the more invasive
and virulent.

Young tissue cultures ( which were considered largely meristematic)
were more resistant to TMV infection and/or to subsequent multiplica­
tion than were older cultures composed largely of enlarging or senescent
cells (Wu et al., 1960). Chemicals which caused a slow progressive
inhibition of growth favored increase of TMV. Wu et al., ( 1960) sug­
gested that active cell division accounted for low infectivity per unit
fresh weight, and inferred that nucleoprotein synthesis required for cell
division is competitive with TMV synthesis.

2. Root Apex

Roots have been divided into sections. Virus-free zones, when de­
tected, appear in the region of the meristem. TMV was not detected
in the tips of tomato roots 2 mm. long unless they were treated with
EDTA (Crowley and Hanson, 1960). Brants et al. (1962) found a
virus-free tip zone in roots divided into 0.5-mm. fragments even when
the roots were treated with EDTA. The first two 200- sections of
the roots of Vicia faba seedlings infected with clover yellow mosaic
rus were virus-free within the limits of the assay in seven separate

experiments ( Smith and Schlegel, 1964b). These results appear to paral­
lel previously described results with root cultures (Kassanis et al., 1958;
Bergmann, 1959). The remaining question is similar to that raised in
regard to virus-free stem apexes. Is the virus-free zone due to the growth
rate of the root tip being faster than virus movement, or is it due
to the inability of many viruses to overcome the competition of metabolic
activities of a meristematie cell?
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3. Injury to Meristematic Tissue
Smith and McWhorter (1957) report that mitosis is inhibited in

the apical meristems of both roots and stems of Vicia faba infected
by the tomato ringspot virus. The cells become vacuolated and then
necrotic. Alveolar inclusion bodies, similar to those of tobacco ringspot
virus, develop in procambium and in the cells of the apical meristems,
including the initials of the tunica and corpus. In the root tips, the
virus inclusions were in all living cells of the stele and endodermis
to within approximately 20 cells of the initials. These results contrast
with those reported for other virus diseases in which inclusion bodies
were rarely, if ever, observed in stem tips (Woods, 1933).

Wilkinson ( 1960) found that TMV has a defnite effect on the mitotic
divisions of sorne of the cells of infected plants, and he detected a
postponement of the dispersa! of nucleolar contents. He also reported
nuclear abnormalities in the dividing cells of root tips from tomato plants
infected with aspermy virus (Wilkinson, 1953). He theorized that there
is competition between the virus particles and chromonematal material
far the nucleoprotein contained in the nucleolus. Caldwell ( 1952, 1962)
suggested that injury to meristematic cells by viruses is more common
than studies to date would indicate.

D. Seed Transmission
Crowley (1957) summarized that of the several hundred plant virus

diseases described, only forty-fve are known to be seed transmitted,
and in only four of these does the transmission exceed 50%. The per­
centage of seed infection with tobacco ringspot virus and tomato ringspo
virus is consistently high with early inoculations (Kahn, 1956; Desjardins
et al., 1954), and 100 seed transmission of tobacco ringspot virus in
soybean ( bud blight disease) has been reported ( Athow and Bancroft,
1959). Nevertheless, when seeds were rated which had been produced
on TRSV-infected plants grown from infected seeds, the percentage
of transmission averaged less than 100 (Athow and Laviolette, 1962).
The general distribution of noninfected seeds over the entire plant Sug
gested that the location of the seed-bearing pod does not greatly in
fluence the failure of sorne seeds to become infected. Cadman (1963)
has suggested that seed transmission probably plays an important par
in the survival and spread of some kinds of virus diseases transmitted
by nematodes.

Crowley ( 1957) analyzed four hypotheses which have been advanced
to explain the rarity of seed transmission. Inasmuch as no one caus
explains the rarity of seed transmission, the only explanation not at

variance with the available evidence, according to Crowley, and which
might conceivably apply to large numbers of diseases in which no seed
transmission occurs, is that of Bennett and Esau ( 1936). The hypothesis
is that most viruses are unable to survive in the micro- or megaspore
mother cells or embryo sacs; apparently all viruses are unable to infect
developing embryos because of their lack of plasmodesmatal connec­
tions with the surrounding tissues. Caldwell ( 1962) suggested that the
absence of a surplus of high-energy material in the developing embryo
may account far the inability of virus to develop in the tissues.

1. Timing of Infection
A low percentage of seed transrnission in infected plants, where seed

transmission does occur, is very common. Reduction in percentage can
result, in part, because of the timing of infection. Three seed-transmitted
viruses were able to infect the embryos of their hosts both by infecting
the gametes of their hosts and by infecting the embryos during the
early stages of their development. However, none of the viruses was
able to infect host embryos during the later stages of their development
( Crowley, 1959). Lettuce plants, inoculated just before flowering, pro­
duced fewer virus-infected seed than those inoculated soon after plant­
ing. Plants that became infected after fowering had started did not
transmit the virus through seed ( Couch, 1955).

In contrast to the previous general relationship, seed transmission
of barley stripe mosaic virus occurred in Compana barley even if the
plants were inoculated when the seeds were in the "hard dough" stage,
which suggests that this virus is able to infect both the gametes and
developing embryos of its host ( Eslick and Afanasiev, 1955). How­
ever, in four tolerant barley varieties, the age of the plant at inoculation
influenced the amount of seed transmission (Singh et al., 1960). These
results agree with other reports that there appears to be no centralization
of the mosaic in any particular part of the head (McKinney, 1954;
McNeal and Afanasiev, 1956).

2. Unfavorable Cell Environment
Late infections will result in little or no seed transmission with seed­

transmissible viruses, but in many cases the low percentage of seed
transmission rather indicates the generally unfavorable environment of
merospore or megaspore mother cells or pollen or embryo sac. Even
when infected plants are grown from seeds that carry barley stripe
mosaie virus, only about 36 and 53 transmission for the variety Onas
and Rescue, respectively, resulted (McNeal and Afanasiev, 1956). Eslick
and Afanasiev ( 1955) showed that when optimum timing of infection
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occurred, seed-transmission was about 64 in Campana and only about
4 in Titan. Both varieties appeared equally susceptible. Even when
barley mosaie virus infected 100% of the developing embryos, only 50-90
seed transmission occurred ( Gold et al., 1954). This suggests inactivation
of the virus during maturation and storage of the seed. Inactivation
also occurs in the case of SBMV which is not seed transmitted. Approxi­
mately 100 of embryo infection occurred with SBMV if plants were
inoculated at any time prior to flowering ( Cheo, 1955; Crowley, 1959),
but the virus was inactivated in bean embryos during their maturation.
The virus was transmitted by pallen to seed on healthy plants, but
the leaf and pod tissues were not infected ( Crowley, 1959). A strain
of SBMV was transmitted through 34 of seed produced by infected
plants of cowpea (Shepherd and Fulton, 1962). Seed transmission of
bean virus 1 and its N. Y. 15 strain occurred through either the pallen
or ovules of infected plants; the absence of seed transmission of bean
virus 2 correlated with its absence in pallen or embryos from infected
plants ( Medina and Grogan, 1961).

3. Varietal Differences
Individual lettuce plants of the variety Bibb varied considerably

in their ability to transmit common lettuce mosaic virus through seed
(Couch, 1955). The variety Cheshunt Early Giant has not been shown
to transmit the virus through the seed. Blighting of floral shoots occurs,
but new floral shoots are initiated which contain virus ( Couch, 1955).
Variety differences are indicated also in seed transmission of coffee
ringspot, which was found in 7-10 of the seedlings arising from seed
of diseased plants of the variety Excelsa, but none from the variety
Arabica ( Reyes, 1961).

4. Pallen Transmission
Pallen transmission can account far a low portian of seed transmis­

sion. Less than 0.15 of the plants were infected with lettuce mosaic
virus by polien infection and over 5 through the ovule (Ryder, 1964).
With other diseases, a relatively high percentage of seed transmission
may be accountable by pallen transmission. About 25 of the seeds
resulting from fertilization of healthy ovules with pollen from diseased
sour cherry trees were infected with necrotic ringspot or prune dwarf
virus, or both ( Gilmer and Way, 1960). Pallen usually transmitted bean
virus 1 to a larger number of progeny plants than ovules ( Medina
and Grogan, 1961). Pallen transmission without seed transmission can
apparently occur. Sowbane mosaic virus was recovered from pollen
of Atriplex coulteri (Moq. D.), but no evidence of seed transmission
was found in 200 seeds tested ( Bennett and Costa, 1961).

5. Seed Transmission on Recovered Limbs
Wallace and Drake ( 1962) reported a high rate of seed transmission

of avocado sun-blotch virus when seeds were taken from recovered limbs
which are symptomless carriers, whereas most seedlings from branches
with characteristic symptoms were virus-free. A lower concentration of
virus was present in the symptomless carrier plants, and it was suggested
that high concentrations of virus might induce some injury to tissues
through which the virus must pass to reach the embryo.

6. Mutagenic Effect in Absence of Seed Transmission.
Sprague et al., (1963) recently reported that a strain of barley stripe

mosaic virus, which is seed-borne in barley but not seed-borne in maize,
appears to have a mutagenic effect on maize. This was indicated in
the increased frequeney of defciencies of marker genes in F, seed when
pollinations involved males from virus-infected plants.

In arder to be transmitted by a seed, a virus must reach, infect,
and survive in a haploid gametophytic cell and survive in the embryo
during its development, maturation, storage, and germination ( Crowley,
1957). Some viruses can do this in some hosts. However, the relatively
low transmission rates in these cases, together with the absence of trans­
mission for many other viruses which can infect portions of the seed,
suggest that these regions generally provide a very unfavorable environ­
ment for viruses.

E. Absence of Translocation in Some Necrotic-Responding Iosts
The appearance of local lesions in hypersensitive hosts and the locali­

zation of a virus within the necrotic regions without long-distance spread
1s a general phenomenon occurring with many virus-host combinations.
An early hypothesis to explain the localization of the virus is that the
death of cells prevents continued movement of virus. Bawden (1964)
points out several reasons why this explanation does not appear ade­
;uate.. L~cahz~d mfect10ns can occur in the absence of necrosis, and
s,st~mic mfections can occur in the presence of necrosis. A clear demon­ation that a virus may not be permanently localized in a necrotic
ªtea is shown by TMV in Nicot-iana glutinosa. Not only can the lesions
80ly enlarge for a week after they form; but when plants with fully
o~med les10ns are placed at over 309C., the virus resumes its spread
"" moves into new cells and into uninoculated leaves (Harrison, 1956b,
awden, 1964). ' '
Furthermore, restriction of lateral spread should not be equated with

restnctio f I dianee . n o1 1ong-istance transport. Ross ( 1959) reported that resist-
did not develop surrounding a TMV-induced lesion when leaves
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were also infected with potato virus X. The TMV-induced lesion con­
tinued to expand, indicating continued cell-to-cell spread; but Ross <lid
not mention if TMV became systemic. Virns could theoretically move
from one edge of a leaf to the other without ever moving into the
stem or other leaves of the same plant. This has been considered in
microscopie studies. Disorganizational changes in phloem cells were ob­
served in the proximity of an encroaching lesion ( Furumoto in Wildman,
1959), and it was suggested that impairment of the phloem may occur
befare the virus can be transported. It would be mteresting to see
whether the postulated impairment of phloem transport could be demon­
strated with radioactive organic compounds that normally move along
the same pathway. The location of some virus in relation to necrosis
is suggested by the detection of TMV-inclusions in a narrow halo of
living tissue surrounding the necrotic center, but not m healthy tissue
between the lesions ( Milicic, 1962). Not only virus but also cell derange­
ment (Wildman, 1959), detectable differences from normal with ultra­
violet microscopy (Worley, 1964b) and altered composition of cell walls
(Weintraub and Ragetli, 1961) may be found beyond the margin of
necrosis. The appearance of speeife antigen in the lower epidermis of
a bean leaf, hypersensitive to SBMV, which was inoculated over the
upper epidermis, indicates the spread of virus into deeper tissues in a
local-lesion host (Worley, 1964b).

If the translocating form of virus is also drastically reduced in a
hypersensitive host, and if its survival is less secure in the altered en­
vironment, the number of particles that may be able to reach the trans­
port system of the phloem may be signifcantly reduced. The zone sur­
rounding a TMV-induced lcsion becomes highly resistant to reinfection
by TMV (Ross, 1959; Ross, 196la; Yarwood, 1960b), and resistance
can be detected also in uninoculated leaves ( Ross, 1961b; Loebenstein,
1963 ). An antiviral factor was separated from leaves of Nicotiana glu­
tinosa L. 2 days after inoculation with the common strain of TMV
( Sela et al., 1964). Diener ( 1963) has discussed the physiology of local­
ized virus infections. More recent studies have also indicated various
enzymic changes (Van Kammen and Brouwer, 1964; Solymosy and
Farkas, 1963), including an early increase in total enzyme per cell
as well as an over-all increase in respiration (Weintraub et al., 1964).

Weintraub and Ragetli ( 1964) interpret the destructive results of
infection as a violent reaction of the cell to limited viral synthesis.
There is general agreement that the amount of TMV per cell is les°
in a local lesion-responding host than in a systemic host, but the esti:
mates vary between 5 X 10~ (Weintraub and Ragetli, 1964) and 10
to 5 X 101 particles per cell (Rappaport and Wildman, 1957).

When TMV is inoculated onto leaves of Datura stramonium, or
when potato virus X is inoculated onto leaves of Gomphrena gl.obosa,
these viruses cannot be detected in the tissue beyond the margin of
dead cells of the lesion (White, 1958). The same author observed a
correlation between the rate of local lesion development and the subse­
quent systemic spread of the virus. When TMV was inoculated into
Datura stramonium or Nicotiana glutinosa, the lesions appeared in these
hosts in 3 and 4 days, respectively, and the virus did not become
systemie; whereas when TMV was inoculated into Nicotiana rustica,
the local necrotic lesions did not appear until the fifth day, and on
this host TMV became systemic. A similar delay in the appearance
of primary lesions with systemic infection was noted with the movement
of TNV in soybeans. Preinoculation heating, which delayed the appear­
ance of primary lesions one day longer than on unheated controls, also
resulted in 100% systemic infection as compared with about 20 in the
unheated controls ( Resconich, 1963).

The possible relationship between the studied actions in local lesion
hosts and the restriction of spread of viruses between cells or the preven­
tion of long-distance transport remains to be assessed. Introduction of
viruses into local-lesion hosts by graft union has been discussed in
a previous section, and it indicates that long-distance transport of these
viruses is possible in these hypersensitive hosts when virus particles
reach appropriate cells of the stem in sufRcient number.

VI. SUMMARY

The primary infections initiated by viruses may originate in different
regions and in different tissues of the plant. The translocation and dis­
tribution of a virus will be affected by the number and location of
these primary infection sites.

The translocation of viruses within plants cannot be placed on a
quanhtahve basis or studied clirectly and separately from other inter­
related phases of virus infection and multiplication. The subsequent
distribution of virus in a quantitative sense depends on a complex of
mteractions between virus and the different cells of the host rather]" g!y on the number of virus partiles and heir rate of uánsloca­

" ' is not surprising, then, that although many viruses are able
,rultiply m most of the living cells of a plant, they may not be

unitormly distributed throughout.
Information has been gained regarding continuous cell-to-cel] move­

ent in parenchyma and the more rapid transport in the phloem (
sumably · .· l ) d ' pre­bn " seve tubes, an xylem (presumably in xylem elements)
U much remains to be learned about these pathways and about th
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. l • ¡· d cells. Much research indi-translocation of viruses m ot 1er specia ize · . h b
cates that rapid transporte of virus movement is correlated i" ""P?

. } } ] b t nt data do not provte mn. or­hydrate transport m t 1e p 1 oem, u prese . . 'fi
mation concerning the direetion of virus movement within specific re­
gions during very short periods of time. Unfortunately, radioactive iso­
topes have not benefited virus translocation studies as they have bene
fted translocation studies with solutes (Crafts, 1961). .

Knowledge concerning the distribution of virus within different tis­
sues has been forwarded by careful studies of the development of pri­
mary characteristie symptoms. Translocation pathways have also been
implicated in such investigations. Characteristic crystals, some shown
to be almost wholly composed of virus, have aided in obtaining distribu­
tion profles of virus. Staining methods have had little value in distribu­
tion studies in the past because of their lack of specifcity ( Lmdner,
1961). More recently, the development of fluorescent antibody tech­
niques useful with plant tissues has provided a more specifc reagent
which should increase our ability to determme the distribution of vrrus­
antigen within plant tissues ( Schramm alild Rottger, 1959; Nagaraj and
Black, 1961; Worley and Schneider, 1963). The ferritin-antibody tech­
nique (Singer, 1959) will possibly aid in detailing intracellular location
of viruses ( Shalla, 1964b).

Knowledge of intracellular movement and distribution of viruses in­
creased considerably from studies not primarily concerned with move­
ment but with virus infection and multiplication. Cinephotography of
normal living cells (Honda et al., 1963), as well as continuous observa­
tions by phase microscopy of living cells at early stages of infection
(Wettstein and Zech, 1962; Bald and Solberg, 1961; Hirai and Wildman,
1963), have refocused attention on the rapid dynamic activities within
a living cell. Awareness of motion, transfer between cytoplasm and
organelles, the pleomorphism of various structures, and a more sequential
picture of intracellular events after infection have resulted. Advances in
electron microscopy of intracellular structures ( Steere, 1957; Esau, 1963)
and of viruses in situ have added to the intracellular view.

Although the severity of the effects of a virus may be a function
of biologica] interaction between virus and cell, the severity of the
effects on the plant may also depend on the rate of movement and
subsequent distribution of virus within the plant. It is well known that
certain varieties of plants will localize primary infections and prevent
the subsequent spread of virus to uninoculated parts. Even though a
drastic local reaction occurs in hypersensitive hosts, the damage to the
crop can be limited because the virus does not usually spread. Some
of the mterest m virus translocahon has been concerned with the limita-

tion or prevention of translocation and the restriction of virus distribu­
tion. In spite of the general characterization of virus diseases as "sys­
temic," important basic problems arise because of the localized invasion
of certain hosts, the infrequency of seed transmission in many virus-host
combinations, and the freedom from viruses of certain propagation
sources under sorne conditions. This review has summarized some of
the recent progress and indicated sorne of the questions that remain.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Tobacco mosaic virus (TMV) is an example of a superb antigen,
capable of stimulating the production of high-titer antisera without the
necessity of adjuvants. Antisera with 3 or more milligrams of specific
antibody protein per milliliter are commonly obtained following a course
of immunization of no more than a month's duration. Although all
investigators who have ever immunized an animal with TMV are aware
of this fact, no one has offerecl a goocl explanation for the exceptional
antigenicity of the virus.

Comparecl with other antigens, TMV is exceedingly large, yet not
so large that the virus cannot be treatecl as if it were a soluble protein.
The serological reactions of TMV are characteristic of those antigens
whose size places them between the small protein molecules, on the
one hand, and bacteria or cells, on the other. Thus, interactions of
TMV ith antibodies are somewhat unique and revea) a number of
problems not apparent with either the smaller or larger antigens. For
these reasons the TMV anti-TMV reaction has attractecl the attention
of immunologists as well as virologists. Depending on the approach,
immunological problems, or problems concerned with virus structure
and function may be explored. Both approaches are obviously interre­
lated and often inseparable. It will be the purpose of this review to

223
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The
decade

emphasize the contribution each has made toward a better understand-
ing of the other. . . 1 • .

B f d. · g the serological properties of TM\ , a cursory de-e:ore 'scussm >' '
scription of the physical aspects of the virus will be presented to serve
as a reference point for future comment.

n. MoHPI-IOLOGY oF TMV

morphological pictre of TMV that has emerged over the past
i s th snlt f a combined eflort in which X-ray dillraction,is he resu o

cepted. Since then, additions to the modcl have been made, but these
have been more in the nature of refinements than revisions.

Today, TMV is considered as the classic rod-shaped virus. It is
3000 long and has a maximum diameter of 180 A. The rod is assembled
from 2130 structural units each with a molecular weight of 17,500.
In this case, the structural units are equivalent to the crystallographic
ancl chemical subunits. The subunits are all identical, consisting of a
single polypeptide chain containing 158 amino acids. The complete se­
quence of amino acids has been determined and appears in Fig. 2.
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-Ser-Ser-Phe-Glu-Ser-Ser-Ser-Gly-Leu- Val-Try-Thr-Ser-Gly-Pro-Ala-Thr

Fic. 2. Amino acid sequence of the polypeptide chain in TMV. [From Anderer
and Handschuh ( 1962) .]

-GIuNH,-VaI-GluNH,-ASp-GluNH,-Ala-AspNH,- Pro-Thr-Thr-Ala-GluNH,-Thr- Leu-ASp-Ala-Thr-Ar-Ar-Val-Asp-Asp-Ala­

-Tyr-Arg-Tyr-AspNl,-Ala-Val-Leu- Asp-Pro-Leu-Val-Thr-Ala-Leu- Leu-Gly-Ala- Phe-Asp-Thr-Ar-AspNH,-Arg-Ileu-Ileu­

For sorne time, there had been difficulty in visualizing the true sub­
structure of TMV with the electron microscope ( Mattern, 1962). This
was most frustrating, considering the wealth of information accumulated
through X-ray diffraction and chemical studies. But with improved tech­
"",l"" ome very fine photographs have appeared (Nixon and Woods,

O, Hart, 1963; Markham et al., 1964). An excellent comparison of
the X-ray model with sorne high-resolution electron micrographs can
o be made ( Finch, 1964). The photographs seen in Fig. 3 sub­
tantiate, in every way, what had previously been proposed as the virus
structure. For additional information concerning the structure, assembly,
and genetic material of TMV, the reader is referred to the foliowing
"""s by Anderer (1963c), Caspar (1963), WRuan (1963), ad

eczkowski ( 1963).

have all contributed si
. Fig Ithe rod shown m bº

X-ray diffraction, was ac-

electron microscopy, and chemical analysis
nifieantly. By 1957, the general pichire of
( Franklin et al., 1957), bascd primarily on

o

Mean radius 1« 75 A

<1 Pitch of
Kl helix

~20A1--Rodius of hole

F,c. } . Schematic representation of a short length of the virus particle cut
in half along a plane tl1rough the particle axis, showing the helical arrangement

b · b · 3 f ti 1 li) the helical grooveof protein subunits ( 49 su umts on turns o 1e ie IX , • b ti e
and its accompanying helical ridge extending beyond the mean radius ".,,
particle, and he hollow aial core. The serrated character of the helic"!"",,,
is not shown. The nucleie acid is shown at a radius of 40 A. [From Fr,m
et al. ( 1957) .]
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the soluble protein and polysaccharide systems previously studied pre­
cipitated over a relatively narrow range of antigen concentration,
hereas TMV precipitated over a very wide range of antigen concentra­
tion (Kleczkowski, 1941; Schramm and Friedrich-Freska, 1941; Beale and
Lojkin, 1944; Malkiel and Stanley, 1947). Enormous quantities of antigen
?re required to effect solubilization of the precipitate in antigen excess
K~eczkowski, 1941). In addition, the antibody-antigen ratios in the

r?ion of antibody excess appeared anomalous. The frequently observed
~ ia_nges of ten-folcl or more in the antibody-antigen ratio were 3 to
?es that encountered in other precipitating systems. This last rela-
onship is seen clearly in Fig. 4, where the quantity of antibody precipi-

0 02 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0 1.2 1.4 1.6 1.8 2.0 2 .2 2.4 2.6

mg. GN added

Fic. 4. Quantitative precipitin reaction. U2 vs. antisera 11 and 12. Data
are for antibocly N-precipitatecl in antibody excess to er¡uivalence, and correcte<l
lo 1.0 mi. unclilutecl serum. Open circles: antibody N-precipitated: closed circles:
ratio of antibocly N to antigen N. [From Rappaport ( 1957a) .]

III. TMV AS AN ANTIGEN

A. Precipitation of Whole Virus

1. Quantitatiwe Precipitin Curve
a. 1-Iistorical Perspective ancl Description of tlie Precipitin Curve.

;\,(uch attention was initially paid to the quantitative precipitation curve
· f TivlV with antiserum because it appeared odd compared with those
íeted by Heidelberger and Kendall ( 1932, 1935). For one thing,

] 200 A

]so

] 200 Ji

i
!

18o Á

(al

'c)

''

(d)

· . . . b . d on X-ray diffraction
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tated and the antibody-antigen ratios in antibody excess are plotted
(Happaport, Hl57a).

The antibody nitrogen precipilated rises steeply with the flrst small
additions of antigen. Further increments of TMV become less and Iess
efficient as precipitinogens, until a constant maximum level of antibody
is attained. The equivalence zone, where neither virus nor antibody
can be detected in the supernatant, is uncommonly extensive with TMV,
suggesting that a variety of :mtibody-antigen ratios may be equally
efficient in precipitating the maximum amount of antibody from the
serum. Large changes in the antibody-antigen ratio were also detected
by electrophoretic analysis of the complexes ( Kleczkowski, 1958). Simi­
lar results had been obtained with equine antisera (Malkeil, 1952),
suggesting that the character of the precipitin curve expressed a property
of the virus rather than any peculiar nature of the antisera employed.
It was clear tha t the Heidelberger-Kendall ( 1935) formulation was in­
adequate to describe these curves. Nevertheless, attempts were made
to fit the equatiun to the data ( Schramm and Friedrich-Freksa, 1941;
Rappaport, 1957a) but with varying success.

Rappaport ( 1957a, 1959a) proposed that the anomalous shape of
the TMV precipitin curve resulted from an inability of the antibody
molecules to saturate all potential antigenic sites on the rod, even in
antibody excess. The calculated molecular ratio of antibody to antigen
in the precipitate in antibody excess supported this proposal. When
an extension of the physical methods for studying the TMV anti-TMV
reaction was made to include light scattering ( Bradish and Crawford,
1960), the data suggested that the TMV system conformed in a number
of ways to the general view of precipitation advanced earlier by Gold­
erg 1952, 1953) an<l Goldberg an<l Williams ( 1953).

b. Contribution of the Goldberg Theory of Precipitation. Goldberg
assumed that antibody and antigen combined to produce noncyclical,
branched-chain structures according to a pattem that would take on
the most probable distribution. The molecular size of these polymers,
he reasoned, would increase until the system reached a "critica! point."
At this point, the system would change from one composed primarily
of small aggregates to one consisting of a few exceedingly large aggre­
gates. This critical point is a function of the valence of the antigen
and the composition of the system, and is the point at which precipitation
begins. Whether or not the critica! point can be attained in a given
mixture of antigen an<l antibo<ly depen<ls on the ratio of total antigen
to total antibody combining sites, and on 2 AK, the total concentration
of antibo<ly combining siles ( 2 A) an<l the value of the intrinsie asso­

eiation constant (K) for the formation of antigen-antibody bonds.
These relationships are graphically illustrate<l in Fig. 5.

Experimental evidence in support of Goldberg's theory for viral sys­
tems was obtained with bushy stunt virus (BSV) and TMV by Bradish
and Crawlord (1960), using the technique of light scattering. The theo­
retical distribution of complexes formed in the BSV system compared
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was most notieeablc in the results of Bawden and Pirie (1945), who
observed that following degradation the zone of precipitation narrowed,
in accordance with Fig. 5, while aggregating the rods in excess of
the normal 3000 A widened the zone beyond that of the untreated
TMV.

In con trust to the ahove, Malkiel ( 1947) reported results of quantita­
tive analyses with sonically disrupted TMV, aggregated rods, and un­
treated virus, suggesting the opposite to be true. These differences,
however, may rellect dillerences in conditions or technique. It is known
that for quantitative precipitation, the problems concerned with the
accurate measurement of combined antibody i.ncrease greatly with the
size of the antigen ( Kabat, 1961). This is particularly true for Malkiel's
data in which a loss in total antibody is observed followi.ng precipitation
with the aggregated virus. In absorption experiments, however, because
the detection of residual antibody is qualitative, no such difficulties
are encountered. On the whole, the Goldberg theory accommodates
the greatest amount of precipitin data, including that for TMV. It would
seem that the apparently unusual behavior of TMV in the precipitation
reaction is primarily a reflection of its size as an antigen.

2. Reoersibility of TMV Anti-Ti\IV Reaction

The question of reversibility of the TMV anti-TMV reaction has
undergone close scrutiny over the years. The problem is complicated
because not all investigators have studie<l the same properties of the
system. Because TMV is an infectious particle which can be inactivated
by antibo<ly, recovery of infectivity following a particular treatment
can be used as a measure of the extent of dissociation of antibody.
Discussion of this point, however, will be deferred to Section IV, which
treats reactivation of infectivity in cletail. More direct measures of bound
and unbound antibody molecules without regard to infectivity may be
employed but are much more difficult to quantitate. These different
approaches to reversibility have led to considerable speculation concern­
ing equilibria in viral systems ( Tyrrell and IIorsfall, 1953; Dulbecco
et al., 1956; Jerne and Avegno, 1956; Rappaport, 1959a; Bradish and
Crawford, 1960; Mande], 1960, 1961). However, there is no such doubt
of the equilibrium attained with haptens (Karush, 1962) or small protein
molecules (Singer and Campbell, 1955). With respect to the amount
of antibody remaining uncombined with TMV in antibody excess,
Rappaport ( 1959a) found that the Klotz ( 1953) equation for the reversi­
ble interaction of a multivalent protein and a small molecule was ade­
quate for describing the data. Whether this implied a true state of
equilibrium or not was questionable (Bradish and Crawford, 1960),

for b , light scattering no evidence of a true reverse reaction involving
the r~duction of large complexes to smaller complexes was observed.

3. The Valence of TMV
One parameter of the precipitin reaction is the relationship of R

(the antibody N-antigen N ratio at equivalence) to the molecular weight
of the antigen. In general, R decreases as the molecular weight of
the antigen increases; for TMV this figure is usually less than l. The
maximum number of antigenic si tes ( or valence) may be obtamed from
the ratio data extrapolated into extreme antibody excess, where the
largest number of antibody molecules are bound. The data already
ettéd (Kleczkowski, 1941; Beale and Lojkin, 1944; Malkiel and Stanley,
1947; Rappaport, 1957a) suggest a maximum antibody antigen ratio
of 2 to 3 in extreme antibody excess. On the average this represents
about 625 antigenic combining sites per TMV rod. Other calculations
(Rappaport, 1959a) have yielded figures as high as 950. Considering
that the virus is constructed from 2130 identical subunits, each pre­
sumably possessing an antibody binding site, the low numbers of 625-950
require sorne explanation.

It is evident, from a consideration of the dimensions of both the
antibody molecule ( 240 X 57 X 19 A; Edelman and Gally, 1964) and
TMV ( even assuming a maximum cylinder of 180 X 3000 A), only about
half of the subunits can be combined with an antibody molecule. This,
of course, assumes that all the antibody molecules are, of the 6.6 S
variety. If larger 19 S antibody molecules precipitated as well, the maxi­
mum number of antibody molecules capable of binding to a single
rod would be reduced further. In actual practice, then, an investigator
would ordinarily encounter TMV / antibody molecular ratios equal to
less than half the number of subunits.

4. Chemical Nature of the Antigenic Site

Studies of the antig.enic structure of globular proteins are fraught
with difficulties not encountered with polysaccharide antigens, in which
the primary structure alone may play the dominant role in determining
specifeity. Except for an extended protein such as silk fbroin ( Cebra,
1961), which displays only a secondary helical structure, the chemical
nature of an antigenic determinant on a native globular protein has
not been determined.

With globular proteins, the folding of the polypeptide chains brings
into apposition amino acids that may be considerably removed from
cach other in linear array. These convolutions in the polypeptide chain
illustrating tertiary structure are represented in Fig. 6. The model is
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the result of the painstaking research on the strueture of myoglobin
by Kendrew et al. (1958). Becase antibody specifeity is directed to­
ward a surface patch on whatever protein molecule is in question,
the arca encompassed may include specific amino acids from two or
three diflerent sequences along the chain. For example, in Scheme
I the cross-hatched area may represent a hypothetical antigenic site

F1c. 6. Photographs of a modcl of the myoglobin molecule. Polypeptide chains
are white; the gray <lisk is the heme group. Thc tlirce spheres show positions
at which heavy atoms were attached to the molccule ( black: Hg of p-ehloromercuri­
benzene sulfonate; dark gray: Ig of mereury diamine; light gray: Au of auri­
chloride). The marks on thc sea le are l Á. apart. [Kcndrew, el al. ( 1958) .]

on the surface of a protein molecule. The site includes amino acids
3, 4,5, 10, 11, 19, 20, 21, 22, and 23. In linear array, though, some
of the amino acids are considerably remole from each other. The distance
from the first amino acid involved to the last may be longer than
the greatest dimension of the antibody combining site; thus, it would
be impossible for the antibody to combine with ali of the amino acids
in the antigenic patch if the polypeptide chain is in an extended form.
Furthermore, the introduction of new sequences of amino acids between
the specific sequences would also contribute to an alteration in the
shape of the original antigenic patch. Under the circumstances, the

1

l

probability of an isolated primary sequence of amino acids contributing
significantly to the specifeity of the antigenic patch is small. Notwith­
standing this difficulty, efforts are being made to ascertam the chemical
nature of the antigenie determinant on TMV, at least in part, and
so far these efforts have met with a good measure of success.

Before proceeding, however, with a description of sorne of the experi­
ments, it is well to emphasize the underlying assumption in these studies
that only a single antigen is present on the surface of TMV. This as­
sumption is founded on chemical, genetic, and structural evidence indi­
cating that ali of the subunits of a single TMV particle are the same. If
they were not ( Aach, 1960), one could not hope to succeed with such a
project without first separating the chemically different components.
Nevertheless, the only serological data supporting the assumption of

SC1EME I

a single surface antigen on TMV are those of Rappaport ( 1961b), which
will be cliscussed in Section IV, B.

The first attempt to identify any of the amino acids involved in
the antigenic patch took advantage of the restrictive action of carboxy­
peptidase on TMV. Harris and Knight ( 1952) reported that carboxy­
peptidase removed the C-terminal amino acid threonine from TMV pro­
tein. From the quantity removed and the remarkable constancy of only
this amino acid being solubilized, a chemical estímate of the number
of subunits per TMV rod was made, in good agreement with other
elata. No reduction in the infectivity of carboxypeptidase-treated TMV
( CT-TMV) was noted. Removing threonine from the terminus, however,
did alter the antigenic configuration sufficiently to be detected by anti­
sera specifie for CT-TMV ( Harris and Knight, 1955). The antigenic dif­
ferences between TMV and CT-TMV, perhaps not unexpected, do pre­
sent a problem in interpretation. For example, addition of large excesses
of threoninc to precipitin tests performed with anti-TMV was unsuccess­
ful in inhibiting the reaction. Furthermore, the entire C-terminal peptide,
consisting of 17 amino acids, was likewise ineffectual as an inhibitor of
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precipitation (Knight, 1961). A similar negative result was obtained
with a nitrous acid mutant isolated by Tsugita and Fraenkel-Conrat
( 1960, 1962). This mntant ( mutant 171) differe<l from the parent strain
by three amino acid replacements. Significantly, leucine replace<l proline
as the thircl amino acid in the C-tenninal sequence. The elimination
of proline from position 3 permitted further digestion by carboxypep­
tidase, so that the Iast three amino acids residues-leucine, alanine,
and threoninewere removed. As expecte<l, the antigenic specificity
was changed, in agreement with previous studies, although qualitative
precipitin studies were not sensitive enough to detect any difference
between strain 17l with jnst threonine removed and preparations in
which ali three terminal amino acid residues were removed ( Knight,
1961). On the whole, these studies suggest that threonine either is
not included in the native antigenic patch or that its contribution to
the specifeity of the determinant group is insignificant. Some support
for this latter interpretation was presented by Giveon and Wildman
(1962), who found that antiserum prepared against TMV inactivated
dethreonized TMV as effectively as it did the untreated controls. Never­
theless, these failures to detect a contribution of the C-tenninal amino
acids to the antigenic speeifeity of the exposed surface of the subunits
may have been only for teclmical reasons. YVhen more sensitive quantita­
tive measures were employecl by Anclerer ( 1963a), the involvement
of the C-terminal amino acids to the antigenie speeifcity of the virus
was established.

Anderer (1963b) prepared twenty peptides from the TMV strain
vulgare, and investigated the capacity of these to inhibit a TMV anti­
TM precipitating system. Considerable quantities of peptides were re­
quired in orcler to inhibit precipitation. Of all the peptides tested though,
onlv four amino acid sequences were effectivc. The most efficient of these
appear to be peptides in position 18-23 and those in position 123-134.
Oddly enough, the terminal peptide (142-158) was not nearly as effcient
(for the amino acid sequences, see Fig. 2). " hether peptides in positions
18-23 and 123-134 contribute to any part of the exposed surface of the
polypeptide chain is not known. Consi<lering their efficacy as inhibitors,
it is likely, however, that they may.

The neutralizing activity of antisera prepared against the hexa-,
penta-, tetra-, and terminal tripepti<le was also invcstigated ( Anderer
and Schlumberger, 1965). Not only was inactivation of TMV infectivity
obtained, but the data suggested that the efficieney of the antisera
as inactivating agents improved with increasing length of the amino
acid chain. The data, however, could be made more convineing if inacti­
vation were carried out either at antiserum dilutions where the efleets

of normal serum were eliminated, or with purified antibody
preparations.

The participation of the terminal hexapeptide ( Thr-Ser-Gly-Pro-Ala­
Thr) in the antigenic structure of the subunit is strongly suggested.
Yet it is clear that the native surface patch or conformation of the
polypeptide chain must involve other amino acids besides the terminal
six, for antisera prepared against TMV do not precipitate with any
of the artificial antigens.

Apropos of the above observations of Anderer an<l co-workers is
the report of Benjamini et al. (1964) that peptide 8 ( amino acid se­
quence 93-112) is involved in determining the antigenic specificity of
clepolymerized TMV. This tryptic peptide was the only one which in­
hibited the fixation of complement by an anti-TMV protein system.
Considering that the antisera Benjamini et al. ( 1964) prepare<l was
against depolymerized TMV, the lack of agreement between Anderer
and Benjamini is highly signifcant. This difference suggests either that
the anti-TMV protein antiserum was made against a "hidden" antigen,
one not exposed on the surface of the intact rod, or that the configuration
of the polypeptide chain at the antigenic site was altered following
depolymerization. As a result of a possible change in configuration,
a different portian of the chain may have become the major determinant
of antigenic specincity. Because the antisera to TMV protein cross­
reacted with the intact virus, it is more probable that the antibodies
were directed against the outer surface antigen of TMV rather than
to sorne inner "hidden" determinant. If so, we are left with the altcrnatc
assumption, that depolymerization affected the tertiary structure of the
subunits to the extent that peptide 8 now exerted a greater influence
on the antigenic specificity of the subunits than any other primary
sequence of amino acids. The substitution of one dominant peptide
for another in the antigenic site, as a result of polymerization, suggests
that the quaternary structure of the virus is also an important factor
in specifying the configuration of the polypeptide chain at the antigenic
patch.

Anderer and Handschuh (1963), on thc other hand, have suggested
that the quaternary structure dic.1 not influence the antigenic configura­·tion, because a positive precipitin reaction was still attainable with
<linitrophenyl <lerivatives of TMV protein which were incapable of
polymerizing into rods. This evidence is hardly sufficient to cliscmmt
the contribution of the quatcrnary structure, c;onsiclering t lw work of
Benjamini et al. ( 1964) and the positive finding that both A- and X:-pro­
teins in the unpolymerized state react with anti-TMV, yet cannot com­
pletely absorb all antibody from the antiserum until they are properly
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TABLE I
PROBABLE RELATIONSIIIP OF TIE SOLUBLE PROTEINS EXTRACTED FROM

TODACCO LEAVES SYSTEMICALLY INFECTED WITI TMV

a number of cliscrete components in infected leaves were identifed
and characterized as A4, B3, and B6 ( Commoner et al., 1953b). These
three components are known to aggregate, and so are often isolated
in their polymerized form. Component B3 polymerizes, forming B8;
B3 and B6 produce the copolymer B7, while A4 polymerizes with itself
forming A8. Each component as well as its polymerized counterpart,
was distinguishable electrophoretically ( Commoner and Yamada, 1955).
The relationship among the various soluble proteins isolated from in­
fected leaves by different investigators is shown in Table I.

Not all of the soluble protcins are found regularly in infectecl leaves.
For example, X-2 was not detected in leaves systemically infected with
Holmes' ribgrass ( Takahashi, 1955). Nor was more than one abnormal
protein detected by Delwiche et al. ( 1955) in TMV-infected leaves.
In the latter case, though, Franklin and Commoner ( 1955) suggest that
the procedure of Delwiche may have permitted B3-B6 copolymers to
form, thus making it improbable that pure B8 and B6 could be
extractecl.

Bawden and Pirie ( 1956) insisted that the anomalous proteins ex­
tracted from TMV-infected plants were in reality nucleoproteins, since
they always found RNA associated with them. However, this was un­
doubteclly the result of contamination, for it was shown by base analysis
that the RNA associated with their X-protein was of host and not of
viral origin ( Dupont-Mairesse and Jeener, 1960).

b. Identity of X-protein and TMV Protein. There was considerable
speculation in the past concerning the role of X-protein in TMV bio­
synthesis. However, once it was established that X-protein was in fact
TMV protein much of the mystery surrounding X-protein disappeared.
The data supporting this notion have been amassed from a variety
of experiments. Some are biochemical, having to do with the synthesis
of X-protein in infected leaves ( Delwiche et al., 1955; Commoner etal., 1953a; Commoner and Yamada, 1955; van Rysselberge and Jeener,

Soluble proteins

X-2
Soluble antigen I

B8

X-1
Soluble antigen 2

16

Takahshi
Jeener
Commoner

Investigator

polymerized. The influence of quaternary structure on the final confor­
mation of the polypeptide chain is certainly implied by these fidings.

B. Precipitation of Depolyerized TMV

l. X-Protein

a. Discoery and Characterization. Those subunits of TMV in the
infected cell that do not polymerize with viral RNA ( ribonucleic acid)
may find themselves in a variety of aggregated states. The number
of such states commonly found varies depending on the conditions of
plant growth and extraction.

The first report of these anomalous proteins was made by Bawden
and Pirie ( 1945), who succeeded in separating a noninfectious, low­
molecular-weight nucleoprotein from TMV-infected !caves by differential
centrifugation. These small pieces gave a typical "O"-type precipitin
pattern which changed to a characteristie "H" following aggregation.
Takahashi and Ishii ( 1952a,b) also reported an abnormal protein asso­
ciated with TMV infection, which they characterized more fully ancl
subsequently termed Y-protein. The protein was soluble, of lower molee­
ular weight than the virus, but would polymerize at pHI 5.0 to form
rocls similar in length and width to TMV. Polymerization was readily
reversed by raising the pH to 7.0 or by dialyzing a sample against
distiJled water. The polymerized particles, clevoid of RNA, were nonin­
feclious. Thcy nevcrtheless cross-reacted with antisera prepared against
thc native virus (Takahashi and Ishii, 1952b) and elicited antibodies
following immunization, which also reacted with the virus ( Takahashii
and Ishii, 1953). In subsequent studics two X-proteins ( X-1 and X-2)
were characterizecl ( Takahashi, 1955).

A similar protcin was describecl by Jeener and Lemoine (1953)
as a crystallizable antigen devoid of RNA which was also immunologi­
cally similar to TMV. Jeener et al. (1954) extracted a protein from
leaves systemically infected for over 2 months that revealed two distinct
bands when examined in agar by the Oudin technique. Rapid movement
in the gel suggested high dillusion coefRcients for the two soluble anti­
gens. indicating that they were associated with partiles that were much
smaller than the virus. Electrophoretic analysis of artificial mixtures
of TMV and soluble antigen confirmed the serological data. Both com­
ponents were resolved ancl possessed distinct mobilities which were
less than that of the virus.

At about the same time as the Takahashi and Ishii (1952a) report
of X-protein, Commoner et al. ( 1952) discovered a new electrophoretic
component in Tivf\ -infectecl sap which they callecl B. On further study,
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Fic. 7. Precipitin curves for the reaction of anti-TMV rabbit serum with TMV,
B6, B8, and A4. Optical densities ( at 750 m) are for Folin color developed
by precipitates obtained with 0.05 mi. of serum and various amounts of antigen.
[From Commoner and Rodenberg ( 1955) .]
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1955, 1957). Part comes from electrophoretic studies of Schramm and
Zillig ( 1955) in which it was determined that A-protein, which is depoly­
merized TM, and X-protein migrate at the same rate, and further,
that mixtures of A and X migrate as a single band. Much more evidence
comes from a number of X-ray cliffraction studies with A- an<l X-protein
further demonstratíng theír identity ( Franklin, 1955; Franklin and Com­
moner, 1955; Franklin et al., 1959; Holmes and Franklin, 1958; Rich
et al., 1955). Chemical analyses, too, have contributed. The amino acid
composition of 136 and X-protein was found to be the same as TMV
by Newmark and Fraser ( 1956). Finally, reconstitution experiments with
X-protein and TMV-RNA are significant. The first such attempt at co­
polymerization by Commoner et al. ( 1953b) with B3 and TMV-RNA
was successful in producing a complex possessing the identical ultraviolet
(U absorption spectrum as TMV but it was without infectivity. Suc­
cessful reconstitulion including recovery of infectivity was accomplished
by Takahashi ( 1959a,b) indicating that X-protein can function in a bio­
logical fashion as well as TMV proteín ( Fraenkel-Conrat and Williams,
1955). There appears to be líttle <loubt, then, that X-protein is TMV
proteín in the natural unpolymerized state. Nevertheless, X-protein and
A-protein are treated separately in this review both for convenience
and becausc of historical precedence.

c. Cross-Reaction between X-Protein and TMV. It was immediately
ascertained by those investigating the antigenic specifcity of these
anomalous proteins that they were similar to the intact rod, for antisera
prepared against the anomalous proteins cross-reacted with TMV, and
vice versa. These cross-reactions, however, presented certain problems
in interpretation ( Takahashi and Gold, 1960).

Antisera prepared against TMV if absorbed with X-protein would
still reacet with TMV. The same antiserum absorbed with polymerized
X-protein could be cntírely exhausted of its reactivity toward intact
TMV. Although this was often the case, Bawden and Pirie ( 1956) were
unable to <letect any remaining antíbodies to TMV after absorption
of anti-TMV with Y-protein. Iowever, Bawden and Pirie's technique
of performing serological reactions at 50°C. may be responsible for
their faílure to detect any residual antibody. It is known that the state
of polymerízation of TMV subunits is highly dependent on temperature.
Therefore, it appcars probable that during incubation at 50°C. polymeri­
zalion of X-protein occurrecl to a suficient extent as to create the new
antigeníc specificity associated with the native surface. These TMV anti­
gens then ellectively precipitated all activity from the antiserum.

The secmingly ocld hehavior of X-protein in absorption is also re­
Hected in the quantitative precipitin curves ( Figs. 7 and 8) obtained

_l



240 IRVING RAPPAPORT ANTIGENIC STRUCTURE OF TMV 241

by Commoner and Rodenberg ( 1955). The relationship of B8 (poly­
merized form of B3), B6, and A4, to TMV as revealed by an anti-TMV
antiserum ( Fig. 7) seems straightforward. The homologous reaction of
TMV anti-TMV is the strongest and yields the largest amount of pre­
cipitate. The total protein precipitated by the anomalous proteins falls
off in the order of their average aggregate size where B8 > B6 > A4.
The converse experiment of reacting anti-B8 against TMV, B8, and

o
1000 A

Fic. 9. A particle of tobacco mosaie virus, presumably nucleic acid-free, showing
the transition from a helical strueture to a stacked disk structure. [From Markham
et al. ( 1963) .]

B6 (Fig. 8) revealed a wholly unexpected result. The heterologous
antigen, in this case TMV, precipitated more antibody than did the
homologous antigen B8. B6 precipitated the least amount of protein.
Evidently, B8, although a polymer of B3, is not antigenically identical
to the native rod.

Other eviclence supporting the belief that B8 ,vas different, was
obtained from an X-ray diflraetion study of Franklin and Commoner
( 1955), who concludecl that B8 possessed a variant stacked-disk struc­
ture rather than a helic:al form. A side-by-side comparison of these
two distinct struc:tures can be made in the remarkable electron micro­
graph seen in Fig. 9, published by Markham et al. (1963). The packing

relations of the subunits are similar in the stacked disk and helical
structure, but "it is unlikely that the conformations of the polypeptide
chains are exactly identical in both cases" (Caspar, 1963). Thus, B8
fails to precipitate as much antibody as native TMV because the anti­
genic configuration of the exposed surface is probably sufliciently differ­
ent from that of the original to preelude complete precipitation. The
greater reactivity of the anti-B8 antiserum toward TMV compared with
its activity against the homologous B8 antigen may be explained by
assuming that some helical structures were present in the B8 preparation.
This is likely, considering that the stacked disks and the helical structures
are in equilibrium ( Franklin et al., 1959). As a result, the more antigenic
determinants on the helical structures could have stimulated a dispro­
portionate amount of antibody, for it is known that the antigenicity
of the whole virus is far better than X-protein.

The suggestion that more antibody capable of precipitating TMV
was produced in response to B8 was also borne out by Oudin tests
performed by Commoner and Rodenberg ( 1955). In these tests, antigen
was incorporated in the gel and antibody in saline was overlayed. The
rate of migration of the advancing precipitin band was measured and
found to be as expected for anti-TMV antisera diffusing into TMV
or B8 antigen. The homologous band moved more rapidly. Migration of
anti-B8 in TMV, however, reflected the same reverse character noted
with the quantitative precipitin tests. The heterologous band of anti-B8
in TMV moved more rapidly than the anti-B8 band in B8.

The rate of migration of the antibody molecules into the gel follows
Fick's la\.v [ds/clt = AD(clc/clx)] closely. Because the antibodies in­
volved are probably drawn from the same population, the diffusion co­
efRcient D is likely to be the same for all. Thus, the one variable influ­
encing the rate at which antibody molecules are moving across a partic­
ular cross-sectional area, A, is the concentration gradient, de/ clx, which is
a function of the initial concentration of antibody molecules. Thus,
with all other factors being equal, the greater the antibody concentration
the more rapidly will the band move. The greater rate of movement,
then, of the TMV anti-B8 band is clearly correlated with the greater
amount of antibody precipitated from the anti-B8 antiserum by TMV.

d. Cross-Reaction between X-Protein ancl A-Protein. Kleczkowski
(1957) reported the occurrence of multiple precipitating components
in a TMV preparation which was purposely prepared without ultracen­
trifugation. When the antihody-antigen reactions were studied in
Ouchterlony plates, two lines formed between the antigen preparation
and the antiserum well in advance of the obvious virus antibody band.
Similar multiple bands were reported by van Slogteren and van Slogteren
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(1957). Such evident heterogeneity of both hyperimmune sera and
TMV preparations had also been observed by Sang and Sobey (1954).
The heterogeneity was not apparent, though, when more specifie anti­
sera produced after a single injection of virus were used.

An antigenic comparison was made between A-protein, X-protein,
ad TMV (Kleczkowski, 1957). For these tests, hyperimmune sera were
used. A summary of the data appears in Figs. 10 and ll. In one Ouch­
terlony plate in which the wells were charged with anti-TMV antiserum
and X-protein and TMV, as antigens ( Fig. 10 ), the two forward lines,
previously noted in advance of the TMV preparation, appeared and
fused with two indistinet lines emanating from the X-protein well. Thus,
X-protein :md the two minar components from the TMV well appear

Antiserum
dil. 1/10

FIc. 10. A comparison of X-protein with a TMV preparation. [From Kleczkowski
(1957) .]

to be identical. A-protein tested in a similar system with anti-TMV
revealed at least seven precipitin lines (Fig. 11). Two of these A-protein
lines showed patterns of identity with the two minor components diflus­
ing from the TMV well. Therefore, A-protein contains at least two
antigenically distinct sets of proteins. One set appears to be identical
to X-protein, while the other is not.

Kleczkowski ( 1957) propases to name as X-protein the protein that
is easily released from TMV by such mild treatment as placing the
preparation in borate buffer at pH 8.7. He suggests that the protein
released at higher pII should be called Y-protein. A-protein (Schramm
et al., 1955a) is by this definition a mixture of X and Y. The multiplicity
of lincs displayed by the Y-protein in the Ouchterlony tests is interpreted
on the basis of TMV being constructed from several antigenically differ­
ent subunits, a situation which appears to Kleczkowski to be similar
to that of human scrum albumin ( IISA).

Lapresle et al. (1959), established that HSA forms as many as three
bands, detectable by immunoelectrophoresis. Because it is not all clear
whether HSA is a single polypeptide chain (Reithel, 1963), or composed
of more than one kind of subunit, the comparison of HSA with A-protein
is hardly valid. In cases where the protein molecules are known to
be composed of two or more different subunits, as, for example, y-globu­
lin ( Edelman and Gally, 1964) or the enzyme lacta te dehydrogenase
( Markert and Apella, 1963), more than one precipitin band in Ouch­
terlony plates may develop following a separation of the polypeptide
chains. The behavior of TMV appears mysterious, because the evidence
is excellent that the virus is assembled from only one kind of polypeptide

Lunes
formed

by -protein

Fc. 11. A comparison of A-protein with a TMV preparation. [From Kleczkowski
( 1957).]

chain. We must seek then to explain this heterogeneous precipitin be­
havior without recourse to any structural heterogeneity.

2. Comparison of X-Protein with Top Component of TYMV
The discovery of X-protein led naturally to a comparison of X-protein

with "top componen" (TC), found in Chinese cabbage plants infected
with turnip yellow mosaic virus ( TYMV) ( Markham et al., 1948,
Markham and Smith, 1949). TC is a less dense, non-RNA-containing
and thus noninfectious component which has the same appearance under
the electron microscope as the infectious TYMV partieles. The general
mmpression was that both TC and X-protein were expressions of incom­
plete viral synthesis.

A number of diflerences between these two and their infective coun­
terparts were apparent. For one, the ratio of TYMV to TC particles
in Chinese cabbage is remarkably constant, remaining clase to 2: l under
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a wide range of growing condilions and time after infection (Matthews,
1958). Compare this to the content of X-protein in TMV-infected to­
bacco, which is apparently quite sensitive to growing conditions, and
can be extracted in quantity only from long-term, systemically infected
!<.>aves. Further, TC cannot be distinguished antigenically from TYMV,
a condition very unlike that of A- and X-protein, which are easily recog­
nized as antigenically distinct from TMV. Although TC is a poor antigen
with respect to its capacity to stimulate antibody production, it neverthe­
less combines with as much antibody as does the nucleoprotein. Also
in contrast to A- and X-protein, TC behaves in quantitative precipitin
tests as if it were immunologically homogeneous, and forms only a
single precipitin band in Ouchterlony plates with homologous antisera.

3. Defectice TMV Protein
Truly defective TMV protein, that is, protein that does not normally

copolymerize with RA, was discovered by Siegel et al. ( 1962). They
described the isolation of two defective TMV mutants ( PMl and PM2)
following nitrous acid treatment. In both cases, the infectious units
were strikingly similar to free RNA rather than intact virus.

A soluble protein produced by one of the mutants, PM2, cross-reacted
with antisera to TMV. This protein could be made to aggregate ( Zaitlin
and Ferris, 1964) into highly elongated, two-stranded, open helical struc­
tures, which, however, were incapable of polymerizing with the RNA.

The protein synthesized by PMl was more difficult to detect. It
went unrecognized at first because the protein could not be polymerized,
and would not react with anti-TMV. PMl <loes react, though, with
anti-PM2 and anti-Ul A-protein. This reaction was detected by measur­
ing the decrease in the inactivating capacity of the antisera fallowing
absorption with PMI-infected leaf extracts. The data are in Table II.
Thus, a truly anomalous soluble protcin is only seen following infection
with a virus bearing a genetic lesion in its cistron coding far coat
protein. The result is the production of defective subunits that are
incapable of forming the proper bonds to copolymerize with the infec­
tious RNA.

The striking observation in this experiment is the positive reaction
of anti-A-protein with PMI antigen at the same time that anti-TMV
failecl to react. In considering possible explanations far this phenomenon,
two immediately come to mind. The frst would suggest that PMI and
A-protein share an antigen in common that is not the dominant surface
antigen. This may well be a "hidden" antigen on TMV, but exposed
on both A-protein and PMI protein. The other suggests that the surface
antigen on A-protein may be altercd somewhat from that found on

Rabbit antiserum
rah)

Anti-TMV protein

Anti-PM2 protein

Anti-TMV

Absorbed with plant Survival (%) of TMV when
extract rected with absorbed serum

Healthy 8.6
PMI 24
PM2 100

Helthy 21
PMI 100
PM2 100

Healthy 3.4
PMl 2.7
PM2 100

TABLE II
DETECTION OF VIRUS-RELATED ANTIGEN IN PLANTS INFECTED WITI

DEFECTIVE TMV MUTANTS

No1'E: Antisera prepared against disaggregatcd TMV protein, disaggregated PM2
protein, and TMV were mixed with the indicated plant extracts. Thc mixtures were
incubatcd at 37ºC. for 90 minutes and then at 2ºC. for 24 hours, followed by centrifu­
gation at 105,000 (J for 30 minutes. The supernatant solutions were mixed with equal
volumes of TMV (1 µg./ml.), and the mixtures were assayed for infectivity. (Rappa­
port, Siegel, and 'Zaitlin (1964) unpublished data.)

the rod. The population of antibodies produced in response to A-protein
antigen could then have a somewhat different range of specifeity than
anti-TMV antibodies, a range that may encompass the antigen on PML.
The entire question of the possible influence of polymerization on the
configuration of the surface antigenic patch will be examined in detail
following the section on A-protein.

4. A-Protein

ª· Definition. The term A-protein was suggested by Schramm etal. (1955a) for TMV protein that had been produced by subjecting
the virus to alkah degradaban at pH 10.3. Much of this protein referred
to had a molecular weight of about 90,000, but not all. In a Ioose
sense, many of the other sized polymers of TMV subunits have also
been regarded as A-protein. In faet, it is safe to say that probably
all preparations of A-protein contain aggregates of different sizes in
equilibrium with each other.

The particular state of A-protein aggregation is highly dependent
(~ the protem concentration, ionic strength, and pH of the medium
dec~ram~ and Zillig, 1955). Even sorne of the larger products of alkaline
an~ ~~ahon result from a reaggregation of smaller polymers (Harrington

hachman, 1956), contrary to what was originally proposed by
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Schramm ( 1947). Temperature too, plays an important role, for A-protein
prepared at plI 10.3 and brought to pH 6.5 in 0.1 p. buffer polymerizes
at room temperature and completely depolymerizes at OºC. to the mono­
meric form ( Lauffer et al., 1958; Lauffer, 1961; Ansevin and Lauffer,
1959, 1963).

A-protein is usually considered a 5 or 6 subunit structure ( Klug
and Franklin, 1957). However, Caspar ( 1963) has reexamined sorne
of the data upan which this proposal has been based and concludes
instead that A-protein is a trimer. The one bit of direct experimental
evidence which lends support to Caspar's proposal is that obtained
by Sarkar (1960).

Sarkar prepared A-protein from TMV strains vulgare, Havum, and
dahlemense. When the different proteins were brought together they
formed mixed polymers. Because the A-protein from each strain had
a distinguishable electrophoretic mobility, the mixed polymers were ex­
pected to acquire sorne intermediate mobility, depending on the ratio
of the two different subunits in the aggregate. This they did, but the
variety of intermediate forros expected if A-protein were a hexamer
was not observed. Only two intermediate peaks were detected, which
Caspar interpreted as 1: 2 and 2: 1 mixed polymers, supporting his con-
clusion that A-protein was a trimer.

b. I-nitial Serological Observations. Studies on the serological prop­
erties of TMV protein were initiated in 1946 by Friedrich-Freksa et
al. TMV was degraded with alkali at pH 9 to a molecular weight
of approximately 360,000. These rather large split products, either with
or without RNA, still reacted with antiserum to TMV, although the
character of the precipitin curve was different from that observed with
intact virus. Absorption of TMV antiserum ·with the RNA-free protein
left behind sorne residual antibody to whole virus and to the RNA­
containing split products. From these and other experiments it was
quickly ascertained that the serological behavior of A-protein depends
on its state of aggregation. In the fully aggregated state, A-protein
cannot be distinguished serologically from TMV. When depolymerized,
however, it can be. These observations raised two questions, and set
the stage far all subsequent immunochemical work with A-protein.

The first question concerned the reason far the quantitative difference
in the precipitation of A-protein and antiserum as compared to the
intact virus. This is now of minar concern, far the precipitation behav!or
of A-protein can be accommodated within the Goldberg farmulation
(see Fig. 5). The second question revolved around the inability of
the A-protein to absorb all antibody from anti-TMV. This observatio
is of majar concern, far it suggcsts that a qualitatively different antigenic

246
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structure was present on the intact virus which was not present or
had been modifed on the A-protein molecules. This aspect of the sero­
logical bchavior of A-protein will be examined in more detail.

c. Precipitation in Liquid Medium. The prec1pitation of A-protein
with antiserum in liquid medium is as might be expected. It precipitates
as a dense "O" type aggregate characteristic of globular proteins, com­
pared to the "H" type for TMV (Bawden and Pirie, 1957). In addition,
A-protein, because of its small number of valences, precipitates over
a much more limited range of antibody-antigen ratio, as predicted by
the Goldberg ( 1952) equations.

Kleczkowski ( 1961) perfonned a number of quantitative precipitin
analyses with A-protein and TMV, using antisera produced against both
antigens. The data appear in Table III. It can be seen that anti-TMV
absorbed with A-protein ( Test No. 8) leaves sorne residual activity
for TMV, whereas absorption of the same antiserum with aggregated
A-protein at pH 5.6 (Test No. 12) completely removes all antibody
reactive for TMV.

The ratio data ( R) also reHect the change in the precipitation
behavior of A-protein following aggregation at pH 5.6. The values for
R drop with aggregation and approach those for TMV. These same
data are also useful in calculating the valence of A-protein.

In extreme antibody excess the antibody N/antigen N ratio for the
A-protein system may reach between 6 and 7. Assuming that A-protein
is a trimer of 52,500 mol. wt. ( Caspar, 1963) the maximum number
of antibody molecules bound per trimer is approximately 2. This is
a remarkably small number for an antigen with the surface area of
3 subunits. The surface area of a molecule of 52,500 mol. wt. is Iarge
enough so that if all of the exposed surface were capable of binding
antibody, certainly 5 or 6 antibody molecules bound would not appear
too much. On the other hand, if only the original outer surface were
binding antibody molecules, then the data are rational. One could expect
no more than three antibody molecules bound, one for each subunit,
and probably less considering the steric hindrance that may be involved
mn preventing more than two antibody molecules from binding at the
normally exposed surfaces. 0

0

~Ieczkowski ( 1961) calculated the number of antibody molecules bound per
subu~it at e_quivalence and concluded that ". . . one or two partieles of A-protein
combined with one antibody molecule." This statement is probably a typographical
:~version: Kleczkowsk1 assumecl the rabbit :mtibocly molecule to be 160,000 mol.
t; antibody valence = 2 and A-protein as 90,000 mol. wt. R at equivalence

as _de6ned by Kendall ( 1942), is mol. wt. antibody/antibody valence - mol wt.
antigen/ant igen valence. Thus, taking R at equivalence to be behveen. 1 a~d 2C/J O':I o """""'...-t ...-t C'lC'l
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d. Precipitation in Gels. The presence of new antigenic sites on
A-protein that were previously concealed within the intact rod has al­
ready been alluded to. The most compelling evidence favoring this
exposure of new and different antigenic groupings comes from serologi­
cal tests performed in agar wherein multiple bands or lines have been
observed.

In Fig. ll, for example, a number of precipitin lines appear between
the A-protein well and the anti-TMV well. A similar finding was reported
a second time by Kleczkowski ( 1961). The signifcant point in all of
these tests is not so much the multiplicity of the precipitin bands,
which at frst is striking, but that the lines all fose with the single
TMV band. This patter of identity with the TMV precipitin line sug­
gests that there are no antibodies directed against the components of
A-protein that are not also directed toward the whole virus. Here we
have a telling point in the argument for the absence of antibodies
speeife for undisclosed antigens of the virus. If antibody molecules
in the anti-A-protein antiserum were directed toward the hidden antigens
on the A-protein they should not combine with the undegraded virus.
These antibody molecules should remain unabsorbed and react only
with A-protein. It is clear that this does not occur. Thus, in this anti­
serum, which is capable of interacting with A-protein to produce as
many as seven distinct bands, there are no antibody molecules that
cannot be absorbed by the surface antigen of TMV. This fact is demon­
strated again ( Kleczkowski, 1961) in the absorption of the anti-A-protein
antiserum with whole TMV ( Test No. 18 in Table III). The absorption
removed all activity for the A-protein.

Mentían has already been made of the potential contribution of
the quaternary structure of TMV to the antigenic specifeity of the
virus. In addition to the possibility that the quaternary structure in­
fluences the conformation of the individual polypeptide chains, Aach
( 1959) and Knight ( 1961) consider that new antigenic sites may arise
at the juncture of two subunits. However, there is no experimental
evidence to support this idea. Aach ( 1959) also suggested a mirrorlike
right-left symmetry in the association of the subunits as a possibility
for introducing new antigenic specifcity. This symmetry has been ex­
cluded, however, by the X-ray diffraction data which do not support

( Table III), the antigen valence can be calculated:

. 1 (1 to 2) (90,000) o
A-protein valence = (80,000) = 1 to

Therefore, 1 molecule of A-protein binds between l and 2 molecules of antibody
at equivalence.
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such a notion. The participation of RNA in influencing the final surface
configuration of the rod was invoked by Starlinger ( 1955), but dis­
counted by Kleczkowski ( 1959) as being insignificant. Anderer and
Handschuh concluded (1963) that only the tertiary structure contributed
to the antigenie specificity. But this was based on qualitative data in­
tended to detect only gross changes in antigenic structure. Subtle
changes would have escaped notice. Signifcant in this regard is the study
of Rappaport et al. (1965), who showed that the variety of antigenic
types found in A-protein preparations varied with the temperature.

Fc. 12. Preciviti r tte , diT
•• -· 1p1 n pa erns m agar at i · erent temperatures for TMV ( I)

d-protein (2), anti-TMV (B), and anti-A-protein (A). Antisera at TMVat I ¡ J d , 10,mg. m • an A-protein at 0.5 mg./ml. [From Rappaport et al. ( 1965) .]

-protein was equilibrated at different temperatures and then per­
;itted to react with antiserum in Ouchterlony plates. The patterns which
"cloped appear in Fig. 12. The data revea! an interesting relationship
/hveen temperature and the number and position of discrete precipitin
"""" ore lnes appear at 37°C. han at 0° or 50C. This is ií keeping
;~ the known behavior of A-protein with respect to temperature.
f e number of stable aggregate states and their sizes are a function
{,""Perature. At low temperature, the least polymerized fors of

protein are prevalent. With increasing temperature, aggregation
Proceeds, and a ¡b F ·. ·dite s ·dAtI . num er o intermediate-size aggregates predominate.
igh temperature polymerization continues to the point where short
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rods and helical structures characteristic of the virus rod are most com­
mon. The Ouchterlony data revea] a different set of precipitin lines
for each of the temperatures investigated, and therefore suggest a strong
correlation between the size of the aggregate and its antigenic specifcity.
Rappaport et al. ( 1965) suggested that slight conformational changes
in the polypeptide chain accompanying polymerization induced an
altered configuration of the exposed antigen. At one extreme the indi­
vidual monomers may show little if any antigenic relationship to the
intact virus, whi le at the other, antisera to whole virus may not react
with the subunits. A case in point is presented in Fig. 13, where the
precipitin data obtained wi th TYMV are illustrated. Here, no cross-

F1c. 13. Precipilin pattems in agar at room temperature for TYMV (A), top
component (B), subunits ( C), anti-TYMV ( l) and antisubunits (2). Antisera
at ½o, TYMV and top component at l mg./ml., subunits at 0.5 mg./ml. [From
Rappaport et al. ( 1965) .]

reaction between TYMV subunits and complete virus was detected.
This fnding was astonishing, but paralleled precisely that reported for
poliovirus ( ScharlI et al., 1964) in which antisera to subunit anti gens
and the D antigen also failed to cross-react.

5. A Iypothesis to Account far the Heterogeneous Serologica.l Behavior
of TMV protein
In this section, an attempt will be made to explain the serological

data obtained with TMV protein (X and A) in terms of a single popula­
tion of antibodies reacting with chemically identical subunits. In essence,
the problem is twofold. The first concerns the contribution of tertiary
and quaterary strueture to the conformation of the antigenic patch;
the second involves the number of different antigenic sites present on

a single TMV subunit. Because these serological problems are common
ther small globular proteins, a brief examination of two other sys­

tems, ribonuclease and bacteriophage lysozyme, at this point can be
profitable.

Ribonuclease ( RNase) is a small protein molecule with a molecular
weight of 12,700, consisting of a single chain of amino acids. It is
known to possess three (Cinader and Pearce, 1956) and perhaps as
many as five antigenic combining siles ( Mills and Haber, 1963). The
terti ary configuration of the molecule ( its enzymic and antigenic ac­
tivity) is determined by the proper pairing of four disulfde bonds
( Anfinsen et al., 1961; Smyth et al., 1963).

Milis and Haber ( 1963) studied the alteration of the tertiary struc­
ture caused by reduction and reoxidation of the enzyme in 8 M urea
( urox treatment) and found that much of the native configuration was
destroyed. Sorne molecules, however, did show cross-reactivity with anti­
sera prepared in Freund's adjuvant against the native RNase. This cross­
reaction was most evident in the double lines formed in Ouchterlony
plates. Milis and Haber ( 1963) also claim that a third band can be
detected by the Oudin technique.

The presence of at least two distinct bands implies tliat l:\vo molecular
species were reacting. These two species may have arisen in either
of the following ways. (a) A fraction of the molecules retained essenti­
ally all 3-5 of the different native antigenic configurations, while another
fraction lost one or more of these specific combining groups. (b) Toe
urox treatment altered the surface configuration of the molecule through
an improper pairing of the 8 half-cystine residues. It is probable that
the first alternative did not occur because antibody produced against
alum-precipitated, native RNase failed to react with the urox material.
This failure suggested that none of the native antigens remained on
the RNase after urox treatment. It is more likely that the second alter­
native is correct and that the urox treatment gave rise to related anti­
genic patches. These related antigens were cross-reactive, but only with
diserum wi th broad specifcity prepared against RNase in complete
Freund s ad¡uvant. Thus, it appears thatan alteration of tertiary structure
alone may have been sufRcient to produce an entirely new antigen.
. Bactenophage lysozyme is another small protein molecule similar
in molecular weight to a TMV subunit. The lysozyme molecule consists
o0f a single polypeptide chain of 16,000 molecular weight. It is highly
helical and maintains its terti ary structure without disulfde linls. ji,
this respeet, it is more like TMV than is RNase. Lysozyme unfolds
readily in 8 M urea, but refolds when the urea is removed, regaining
th t ti · . ' 11
e tertiary structure, enzymi c, and antigenic activity it had lost. The
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molecule will partially unfold in 4M urea, retaining a portion of its
antigenic activity (Merigan and Dreyer, 1963). Thus, with lysozyme
a reversible change in tertiary structure can produce an alteration of
antigenic activity without the intervention of any disulfde bonds.

As mentioned above, the TMV subumt IS similar to the phage
lysozyme in that it, too, possesses no disulfide bridges. This lack may
well permit a cert ain degree of flexibility in the TMV polypeptide chain
not possible in a moleule Iike RNase. Assuming such slight flexibility
of the TMV polypeptide chain to exist, increased stabilization may occur
as a result of polymerization. The noncovalent bonds formed during
assembly of the rod may exert a noticeable eflect upon the tertiary
structure of the subunits, to the extent that the exposed surfaces now
take on a new configuration. The very act of polymerization may impose
the final restriction on the conformation of the polypeptide chain.
Granting this hypothesis, the precise quaternary strueture of the virus
becomes important. Mere aggregation of subumts 1s msuffic1ent . to
guarantee the original surface antigen of the virus. The stacked disk
structure, even though rodlike, does not display the same antigenic
configuration as the proper helix ( see Section III,B,4).

The second point that needs to be considered is the number of
potential antigenic sites on a TMV subunit. A priori, one may argue,
that a protein molecule consisting of a single polypeptide chain in which
there is no repeti tion of the amino acid sequence would probably have
more than one different surface patch of antigenic specificity. Con­
sidering the view of the myoglobin molecule seen in Fig. 6 as represen­
tative of the tertiary configuration of a protein molecule, it is highly
unlikely that any two surface areas would have the same configuration.
The number of such combining sites would be limited by the size and
shape of the molecule. By analogy to molecules of similar size (RNase
and lysozyme) it is reasonable to assume that a TMV subunit may
possess between three and five antigenic sites. Because each antig_en~c
site is a patch on the surface of a three-dimensional molecule it is
probable that each antigenic site on the same TMV subunit would
be different. Obviously, at least one of these assumed multiple antigenic
sites is located on the exposed viral surface.

One important prediction of this multiantigenic site hypothesis is
that absorption of an antisubunit antiserum containing antibodies to
all three to fve potential antigens with TMV should leave behind
antibodies specife for the subunits. As already mentioned with respe~
to Kleckowski's data ( 1961), this has not been observed, althoug
this is no guarantee that it will not be in the future. To sorne extent
Aach ( 1959) found that a partial absorption of anti-A-protein antiserum

. 1 TMV did leave behind more reactivity for A-protein than it did
withI,,, ·ite mayf ti intact TMV. The data suggested that a new antigenic s1
1 or

1
teen present on the A-protein and was making itself known

",,, ay. Had the results of a compl ete absorption been reported, a
Ill ns , . t l

Positive statement could be made. The data of Rappaport e a ·more th
(1965) and those data presented in Table II also suggest t. at sorne

t"body specific to A-protein may be present in these antisera but
~n ,~as not definitely shown. Benjamini et al. ( 1964) also intimate that
their antisera to TMV protein contain antibodies specife to the subumts,
but they present no supporting data. .

It seems reasonable to expect, nevertheless, that in further studies
antisera will be produced against TMV subunits with activity directed
toward previously unexposed antigens. At such time, reagents specifc
far TMV protein can be prepared and investigated. None as yet has
been described with any conviction. vVhat studies have been reported
so far, particularly those with TMV protein in gels, can be reconciled
to the assumption that a single surface antigen stimulated the production
of a population of antibodies with broad specifcity. Different portions
of this antibody population may then be capable of combining with
this same antigenic site even after that site has undergone sorne con­
formational change resulting from polymerization.

IV. TMV AS AN lNFECTIOUS PARTICLE

A. Inactiwation with Antiserum
I. Static Curves

Early investigation demonstrated that normal (Mulvania, 1926) and
immune sera (Purdy, 1929) had inactivating effects on TMV. These
studies were enlarged by Chester ( 1934, 1936), who established many
of the basic relationships for the neutralization of TMV. Although sorne
reservations concerning the efficacy of specifc antiserum for inactivating
TMV ere raised ( Kassanis, 1943), these were soon dispelled. With
good antisera specife inactivation can be easily separated from the
normal serum effects simply by dilution (Rappaport and Siegel, 1955).
dn example of this is shown in Fig. 14.

The effect of normal serum does not extend beyond a ½000 serum
dilution and usually no further than 3. Partial purification of the
antiserum will also eliminate the normal serum effect ( Chester, 1936).

An important fact revealed in the antibody inactivation experiments
; t_ha~ viral infectivity survives even in the presence of excess antibody.
his is established by data such as those shown in Table IV. One
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2. Kinetic Curves

Kinetic studies of inactivation are rarely performed with TMV-and
not because the data are unrevealing. Rather, this approach presents
certain technical difficulties not inherent in bacteriophage or animal
virus systems that have undoubtedly discouraged many investigators.
One significant difference in the TMV system is the high virus concen­
tration required. Because of the relatively poor assay, approximately
10 TMV particles per milliliter are necessary in the initial serum-virus
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Fic. 14. Quantitative inactivatfon of Ul with normal serum and with antiserum
FY,. [From Rappaport and Siegel {1955).]
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Fic. 15. Kinetics of virus inactivation. Time course of inactivation of 10 mg./ml.
U2 with equal volume of 5.0 x10ml./ml. antiserum 11 and 12. [From Rappaport
( 1957a).]
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mixture ( as contrasted to 10° or less with phage) to obtain meaningful
survival data. Under these circumstances, even though antibody is in
excess, it is not so great that it is not measurably diminished by its
reaction with virus. This relationship is also revealed in Table IV. A
typical kinetic curve obtained with this antiserum appears in Fig. 15.
It may be observed from the figure that the survivors fall rapidly and
without delay during the first few seconds. At first, the decline in
infectivity appears logarithmie. Thereafter, the curve takes on a more
gentle slope, and even though antibody is in excess, the curve reaches
an asymptote within 30 minutes.

The initial rate of inactivation was studied as a function of the
serum and the virus concentration (Rappaport, 19570). The kinetics

28.0
66.0
83.0
100
100
100
100

Virus surviving (%)
after addition of fresh

Supernatant
condition

Antibody excess
Antibody excess
Antibody excess
Equivalence
Antigen excess
Antigen excess
Antigen excess

ascertained virus at 5 Xw--1
from mg./ml. (final conc.)

precipitin to supernatant
curve solution

a From Rappnport (l!l57a).

Final antiserum Final virus Virus
concentrnlion concentration surviving

(ml./ml.) (mg./ml.) (%)

2.5 X 10-' 5X 107' 3.6
1 .25 X 10-' 5X 10-+ 5.7
G.25 X 10-° 5 X 107' 11. 2
3.13 X 10-° 5 X 10' 15.3
1.57 X 10-» 5 X 10 24.1
7.85 X 10­ 5 X 10' 51 .8
3.!l8 X 10-6 5 X 10-' 75.2

cannot charge this survival in antibody excess to the presence of nonavid
antibody, for antibody remaining uncombined is as efficient in inactivat­
ing fresh virus as is whole antiserum. Virus heterogeneity also plays
no role in these observations. Single Iesion isolates and subcultures of
the surviving infectious units were made. The new preparation displayed
the same survival curves as the parent population (Rappaport, 1959a).
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obtained appeared to be frst-order, so that inactivation of TMV could
be treated as a pseudomonomolecular reaction. In this regard, all assays
of surviving infectivity following antibody treatment revealed the im­
mediacy of inactivation. No lag period was detected in any of the
kinetic experiments, suggesting that a single event was suffcient to
inactivate the virus.

3. Aggregationand Specific Inf ectivity
Aggregation also occurs during inactivation, introducing an additional

complexity usually avoided in animal and phage systems. It was there­
fore necessary to evaluate the contribution of aggregate formation
toward lowering the infectivity of the serum-virus mixtures. Rappaport
and Siegel ( 1955) ascertained that the size of the aggregate was directly
related to the serum-virus concentration. Although this result was not
unexpected, the finding that the surviving infectivity was a function
only of the serum-virus ratio and independent of the aggregate size
was surprising. If the aggregates remained unbroken during inoculation
and behaved as infectious units, the data suggested an exceedingly
low speifc infectivity for TMV. Apparently, the aggregates do not
remain intact, for Furumoto and Wildman (1963) have recently estab­
lished that the shearing forces accompanying direct inoculation were
sufficient to disrupt the antibody-virus aggregates. Their data in fact
elevate the speeifc infectivity of TMV to 0.1 or more.

4. Reversibility
In Section III,A,2, on precipitation, sorne evidence of reversibility

of the TMV anti-TMV reaction was presented. Additional pertinent
data will be discussed in this section.

Given a measure of reversibility, one may expect that reactivation
of infectivitv should accompany dissociation of the antibody-virus com­
plexes. At neutral pH, however, almost no reactivation is detected either
by large dilution (Rappaport, 1959a) or by the addition of excess UV­
inactivated virus (Rappaport, 1959b). Only at pH 2.5 is antibody com­
pletely dissociated and all infectivity recovered (Rappaport, 1961a).
The parallel between the T.MV system and poliovirus (Mandel, 1960,
1961) is particularly striking in this respect, for precisely the sam°
results were obtained, even to the extraction of infectious RNA, with
phenol or detergent, from antibody inactivated TMV and poliovirus
(Rappaport, 1959b; Mandel, 1964).

a. Danysz Phenomenon. The Danysz phenomenon is the classic e
ample of irreversibility of the antibody-antigen reaction. Originally, "
described the reaction between diphtheria toxin and antitoxin. By tita

tion, the amount of toxin necessary to just neutralize a given amount
of antitoxin could be determined. If instead of a single addition of
toxin to antitoxin, a number of aliquots of toxin were added to the
antitoxin, the resulting mixture was toxic. This phenomenon results
primarily from a combination of antibody and antigen in multiple propor­
tions, and from an extremely rapid forward reaction compared to the
reverse. Thus, small additions of antigen to excess amount of antibody
bind more antibody molecules per unit weight of antigen added than
a single addition of the same amount of antigen. This is graphically
illustrated by the relationship EN/GN vs. GN seen in Fig. 4.

Attempts to demonstrate the Danysz phenomenon with TMV and
antiserum were unsuccessful. Regardless of the manner of antigen addi­
tion, the end results were identical (Rappaport, 1959a). The final Ievel
of survivors and the concentration of uncombined antibody was the
same as that measured after single addition of virus to antiserum. The
data suggested that a new equilibrium was established rapidly after
each antigen addition. Fazekas de St. Groth and Webster (1963) re­
ported similar fndings with an influenza anti-influenza system, where
they too observed that aliquot or single additions of virus to antisera
did not alter the final leve! of infectivity attained.

Whether in fact a true equilibrium is established in the TMV anti­
TMV system is doubtful. According to Bradish and Crawford (1960),
the data for tobacco mosaic virus "indicate that an established distribu­
tion of virus-antibody complexes . . . is determined by the A/G ratio
for the reaction mixture and is independent of the order or manner
in which the reactants are introduced. The true reverse reaction. how­
ever, involving the reduction of an established distribution of complexes
to one of smaller complexes, has not been observed."

With reference to this reduction in the established distribution, the
following experiment, in which the fraction of viral activity remaining
after different combinations of active and inactive TMV were mixed
with antiserum, is significant. In the first series, UV-inactivated TMV
was incubated with antiserum, and at different intervals of time viable
virus was added. In the second series, viable TMV was incubated with
antiserum and UV-inactived virus added afterward. The final concentra­
tion of ali reactants was the same. The data appearing in Fig. 16 contrast
sharply with those in which only viable virus was used (Rappaport,
1959a). Although the concentration of ali reactants was the same, the
final survival levels reached were very different and entirely dependent
on the order and manner of mixing. These data suggest the lack of
a true equilibrium and lend support to the conclusions reached by
Bradish and Crawford ( 1960).
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the virus may survive in the presence of excess antibody with hundreds
of antibody molecules bound to its surface. These survivors are no
different from the rest of the virus population. They do not constitute
an antibody-resistant fraction, nor do they survive because of any de­
fciency in the character of the excess uncombined antibody (Rappaport,
1959a). They survive because sorne critica! site has remained free of
antibody. Thus, association of antibody molecules with most sites is
uneventful with respect to infectivity. If inactivation occurs when an
antibody molecule combines with a critica! site on the rod, then we
must distinguish between two kinds of antigenic sites, those that are
critica! and those that are not. An estimate of the number of critica!
antigenic sites can be made from a knowledge of the milligrams of
antibody in the antiserum and the amount of antiserum required to
reduce the infectivity of a known number of infectious particles to
0.37 (Rappaport, 1959a). These estimates all suggest that approximately
4% of the antigenic sites are critica!. Estimates made at a lower survival
level suggest fewer critica! sites per rod. This is a consequence of the
log-log relationship seen in serum-survival curves. Either the number
of critica! sites is a variable, or the effciency of the antiser:um for
inactivating the virus decreases with increasing serum concentration.
Rappaport ( 1959a) suggested that reduced efRciency was at fault in
this case, and that the reduction resulted from increased steric hindrance
as more antibody was added to the rods (Rappaport, 1957a). Because
ali of the antigeni c sites cannot be occupied by antibody molecules
at any one time, a number of different antibody-virus combinational
patterns are possible. These result in a heterogeneous population in
which the survivors comprise those particles having none of their critica!
sites covered but do have a variable number of their critical sites pro­
tected from further combination with antibody. In this model, even
in extreme antibody excess a small viable fraction of virus may remain
in equil ibrium with the vast majority of inactivated virus particles.

This argument advances the concept of one or more unique antigenic
sites on the surface of the virus, i.e., sites that are intimately involved
with the biological activity of the virus. They must remain free of
antibody in order for the virus to function. Because there is no chemical
evidence suggesting odd subunits, does the critical site have a morpho­
logical basis, or must the critical site be considered only an operational
definition? Certainly, with respect to enzymes, critical sites at least do
have a defined position. They refer to those ant igenic determinants
situated close enough to the catalytic site for a combined antibody
molecule to interfere with the proper approach of the substrate molecule
(Cinader and Lafferty, 1963). With the tailed bacteriophages, ínter-
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FIc. 16. Fraction of TMV surviving fallowing addition of viable or UV-killed
virus to the original antiserum-virus mixtures at different intervals of time. O-O,
5.0 ml. antiserum at 2 10 ml./ml. added to infectious Ul at 2 x10° mg/ml; at
time intervals indicated, 10.0 ml. UV-killed Ul at 10 mg/ml. was added. -e,
5.0 ml. antiserum at 2 x10' ml./ml. added to UV-killed UI at 2 10° mg./ml.5
at time intervals indicated, 10.0 ml. live Ul at 10" mg./ml. was added. Incubation
at room temperature continued far 1 hour befare survivors were assayed. [Rappa­
port (1959) unpublished data.]

of an antibody molecule at a critical site. Conditions at this particular
point may not be average. The concept of a stabilization of the antibody
virus union, as proposed by Lafferty ( 1963a,b) for influenza, or Mandel
(1962) for poliovirus, cannot be discounted in the TMV system. If
such stabilizations were to occur with TMV as well, they could easily
account for any of the apparent contradictions between measurementS
of reversibility based strictly on the antigen-antibody interactions and
those concerned with inactivation and reactivation of biological activity.

5. Critical Sites
TMV is an antigen with a large number of valences, many of whic;

may be combined with antibody without loss of infectivity. Indeed

Wbat makes interpretations particularly diffcult in these experiments
is the relationship of inactivation and reactivation to association and
dissociation of the antibody molecules. Although it is generally assumed
that the infectivity assays and the antibody determinations relate to
the same properties of the system, this may in fact be erroneous. Associ­
ation and dissociation are gross phenomena concerned with average
conditions in and around the complexes. Inactivation, on the other hand,
measures the loss of infectivity resulting from the specific interaction
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ference occurring on a specifc adsorptive organ is also rational (Lanni
and Lanni, 1953), for the tail is a morphological and functionally distinct
part of the phage. No such statement can be made for TMV. It is
therefore necessary to consider the possibility that there are no critica]
sites on the virus. Instead there may only be critica! antibody combina­
tions in which an antibody molecule is bound with both of its combining
sites to the same virus particle (Lafferty, 1963a,b; Lafferty and Oertelis,
1963; Mandel, 1962). This configuration may present a formidable ob­
stacle to an uncoating enzyme or may even prevent nonenzymic de­
polymerization of the rod.

B. Analysis of Strain Relationships

1. Introduction
The most utilitarian aspect of serology, namely, its ability to recog­

nize fine distinctions in structure, has been a boon to the taxonomist.
Historically, serological cross-reaction has always ranked high, compared
with other single tests as a criterion for suggesting or establishing kinship
among microorganisms. Only recently have more fundamental aspects
of structure ( Lwoff et al., 1962) and nucleic acid composition challenged
its position ( Marmur et al., 1963). Our interests, though, will not be
with classification of TMV per se, which has been thoroughly re­
viewed by Hitchborn and Thomson (1960); Markham (1959); Knight
( 1959), and Matthews ( 1957). An excellent compilation of the older
data is given by Bawden and Pirie ( 1938). Rather, our interest in
strains is motivated by our concern over the general problem of antigenic
structure and chemical composition.

2. Antigenic Studies

a. Complement Fixation. Complement fxation is just one of a num­
ber of techniques available to the viral taxonomist. Although in the
case of TMV most workers have employed the precipitin technique,
Tall et al. (1949), Wright (1963), Weaver and Price (1962), and Price
( 1954), examined a number of TMV strains and found them to be
distinct by complement fixation tests. The technique as it applies to
virus es has been recentiy reviewed by Ful ton ( 1958), and so will not
be considered further at this time.

b. Inactivation. The antibody neutralization of infectivity test, which
is most commonly employed for determining relationships among the
animal and bacteria! viruses, has not been the method of choice among
plant virologists. That the technique of inactivation is perfectly capabl e
of uncovering strain relationships was shown by Rappaport et al. (1957).

In fact, with one antiserum pool, Holmes' masked strain could be dis­
tinguished from the common strain of TMV (Rappaport et al., 1957).
This was a remarkable fnd considering that the two strains have the
identical amino acid composition (Tsugita, 1962), and were not dis­
tinguished by any other serological or physicochemical test ( Siegel and
Wildman, 1954; Ginoza and Atkinson, 1955). Although quantitative inac­
tivation appears in this case to be the most sensitive procedure for
revealing diferences, it is not known whether this would hold in ali
cases, because too few strains have thus far been investigated.

c. Precipitation. There is, of course, no reason why other immunologi­
cal techniques could not be employed, but for teclmical reasons the
precipitin tests are preferable. Milligram quantit ies of TMV may be
prepared with only a routine investment of time and effort. When the
ease of obtaining large amounts of highly purified TMV is contrasted
with sorne of the heroic efforts required to prepare comparable amounts
of animal or bacteria! viruses, it is clear why quantitative immuno­
chemical tests were used early with TMV.

Most commonly the cross-absorption technique is employed, where
an antiserum is repeatedly absorbed with a heterologous strain, until
no further precipitation is detected. A test with the homologous virus
strain at this point will revea! whether or not any antibody specife
for the immunizing virus has remained. lf so, a specifc reagent has
been prepared which is capable of distinguishing the two strains. This
procedure can be multiplied any number of times with as many virus
preparations as desired. The result is often the production of a whole
series of reagents with which serological relationships may be explored.
Matthews ( 1957) gives a lucid and detailed description of the method.

Besides being simple to perform, the cross-absorption test is far
more sensitive to subtle differences in structure than is the quantitative
precipitin analysis. When a direct comparison of the two methods was
made, Malkiel (1948) found that TMV strain, Jl4Dl, and the green
aucuba (GA) strains were indistinguishable by quantitative precipitin
analysis, but both TMV and J4DI could be distinguished from GA
following the appropriate cross-absorptions. In a more recent paper,
Aach (1957) analyzed 7 different TMV strains, 5 in the vulgare group
and 2 in the dahlemense group. By quantitative precipitin analysis the
two groups were discerned easily but the individual members within
each were not. On the other hand, cross-absorption revealed the indi­
viduality of each of the fve members of the vulgare group.

The prime motivation in much of this research is to correlate if
Possible chemical composition, antigenic structure, and biological a­
tivity. Before it was appreciated that the nucleic aeid alone was responsi­



964 IRVING RAPPAPORT
ANTIGENIC STRUCTURE OF TMV 265

ble for the infectivity of the virus ( Gierer and Schramm, 1956) and
probably of all the symptoms as well, it was assumed that a knowledge
of the chemical composition of the different strains would provide a
clue to their biological behavior. Although there is no question of the
influence of chemical composition of the protein subunits on the anti­
genic specifeity of the virus, there is considerable doubt that the protein
plays any role in the development of symptoms. This was made perfectly
clear with mixedly reconstituted virus (Fraenkel-Conrat and Singer,
1957; Fraenkel-eonrat et al., 1957), in which, for example, artificial
hybrids of TMV and Holmes' ribgrass were produced. The symptoms
were those expressed by the nucleic aeid, while the antigenic properties
before replication were those of the protein, even to the extent of anti­
body inactivation of the mixed reconstituted virus. The RNA alone
was responsible for both symptom expression and production of specific
coat protein. Nevertheless, the correlation between chemical composition
and serological propert ies of strains has occupied a good deal of attention
and is in itself a challenging study. An interesting case is that of the
cucumber viruses CV3 and CV4 and their relationship to TMV.

Bawden and Pirie ( 1937) demonstrated by cross-precipitin tests that
CV3 and CV4 were antigenically related to TMV even though they
had no common host. Knight ( 1955a), in analyzing the products of
carboxypeptidase treatment on a number of TMV strains, carne to the
conclusion that the polypeptides of all strains of TMV were characterized
by threonine as their e-terminal amino acid residue. With this in mind,
he reexamined the relationship between CV3, CV4, and TMV (Knight,
1955b). If one used a number of criteria to establish strain relationships
in addition to serological ones, then the cucumber viruses did not appear
related to TMV. Kight felt that the chemical evidence was most com­
pelling. Primarily, CV3 and CV4 contain no cysteine. The e-terminal
amino acid of CV3 is serine and that of CV4 is alanine. The base
composition of CV and TMV-RNA differs. Yet, Holmes and Franklin
( 1958) examined a number of TMV strains, ineluding CV4, by X-ray
diffraction, and concluded that CV4 showed the same general structural
features of TMV, although it may contain 2 less subunits per 3000 A
length than TMV (Klug and Caspar, 1960). In general, however, there
appeared to be no greater departure in the patterns of CV4 from the
common strain of TMV than from any of the other strains analyzed.
This particular situation became even more confused with the discovery
of two new TMV strains (Knight et al., 1962).

A strain of TMV originally obtained from diseased tomato plants,
was called "tomato atypical virus" (TAMV). After propagating the virus
in tobacco, Knight et al. (1962) then isolated two strains, one of which

was named yellow or Y-TAMV and the other a green mottling variety
was called G-TAMV. These two are closely related and obviously TMV
strains by a variety of criteria. Nevertheless, the e-terminal amino acid
residue of Y-TAMV was found to be serine rather than threonine.
This, of course, only points out once more the hazards of according
too much significance to a single criterion for determining strain relation­
ships. Further, because cross-reactions between TMV and particularly
between G-TAMV and Y-TAMV are strong, the minor influence of the
single C-terminal amino acid in determining the antigenic specifcity
of the subunit is underscored again ( see Section III,A,4).

It happens that of all the strains examined serologically by Knight
et al. (1962), Y-TAMV and G-TAMV were most closely related to
Holmes nbrgass. The polypeptides of these three strains contain the
amino acid methionine in common, a distinction not shared by other
TMV strains except for dahlemense. Whether or not methionine is di­
rectly involved in the antigenic structure, however, is not known. The
efforts of Anderer to elucidate the exact chemical composition of the
surface antigeni c site have already been cited.

As far as quantitative immunochemical analysis is concerned, only
the cross reactions between two strains of TMV, the common strain
( Ul) and a mild strain ( U2) have been examined in this fashion
(Rappaport, 1961b).
TMV strains Ul and U2 are known to differ in a number of ways

(Siegel and Wildman, 1954; Ginoza and Atkinson, 1955). Evidence that
the protein-nucleic acid bonds differ has been obtained from inactivation
studies with heat (Fassel] and Wildman, 1963) and ultraviolet light
( Siegel and Norman, 1958). Differences in surface structure were also
reflected in X-ray diffraction diagrams ( Franklin and Klug, 1956). The
X-ray data suggested that the helical groove on U2 was more highly
developed and that the packing radius of the subunits for U2 was
slightly smaller than UI. Unfortmately, an amino acid analysis of U2
protein has not been made, so no chemical comparison is available.
Iowever, from the published characteristics of this strain it may belong
with other mild strains in the dahlemense group.

The cross-reaction between rabbit anti-U2 and UI was studied in
detail. A number of absorptions were performed with the object in
mind of fractionating the antiserum into its component parts. If each
specife antiserum fraction were assigned a letter (a, b, c, ...,etc.),
and this letter corresponded, in fact, to a diserete antigenic group on
the virus particle ( A, B, e, ... , etc.), then by quantitative analysis
of the precipitin reactions with these reagents, the fraction of antigenic
sites belonging to each particular group could be counted. In other
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words, the experiments were designed to reveal the number of Ug
surface antigens that were specific to U2 as well as the number shared
in common with Dl. This would be revealed most simply by a reduction
in the maximum antibody-antigen ratio as a consequence of only a
portion of the antigenic sites reacting with any one specifie reagent.
The data, as seen in Fig. 17, indicate that no fractionation was accom­
plished. There appear to be no antigenic sites on U2 specife to
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FIc. 17. Quantitative precipitation reaction. Ratios of antibody N to antigen
N (BN/GN) revealed after different absorptions of anti-U2 antiserum pool 17--18.
Lines U2 and Ul are reference lines of the homologous and heterologous reaction.
The following data are uncorrected for the diflerent dilutions encountered. ,
after complete heterologous absorption of the antiserum with Ul the remaining anti­
body was precipitated with U2; 7, reaction with homologous U2 virus of antibody
recovered after acid dissociation from Ul anti-U2 precipitate; O, after partial ab­
sorption of antiserum with homologous virus, the remaining unabsorbed antibody
was treated again with U2; D, the precipitate from the partial homologous absorp­
tion was dissolved in acid and antibody recovered. This antibody was reacted with
U2. [From Rappaport ( 1961b) .]

U2, nor are there antigenic sites shared in common. The data suggest,
instead, that there are equal numbers of similar combining sites on
both kinds of virus particles. This is seen most clearly in one of the
absorption experiments.

Ul was precipitated maximally with anti-U2. 'The precipit ate was
washed thoroughly, resuspended in saline, and the complex was dissoci­
ated by adjusting the pH of the medium to 2.5. The antibody fraction
prepared in this way by dissociation of the heterologous precipitate
was presumably directed only toward the common antigens on Ul and
U2. The remaining unabsorbed antibody by defnition was specifc fo'
the homologous sites on U2. As the results in Fig. 17 show, both anti-

serum reagents combined with the same number of antigenic sites when
they were retested quantitatively on U2. The antiserum was fractionated,
but into two populations, one of which showed broad reactivity en­
compassing related structures, the other displaying a narrower
specifeity; but no evidence was obtained suggesting that these serum
fractions were correlated with particular antigen fractions.

3. Conclusions
In considering the protein structure of TMV our ideas have pro­

gr_essed in the space of a few short years from that of a single molecule
with a staggermg molecular weight of 38 x10° and enormous com­
plexity, to one which conceives of the virus as composed of over 2000
small polypeptide chains, each with the same amino acid composition
(Crick and Watson, 1957). Once the problem was reduced in size to
the analysis of a 17,500 mol. wt. subunit constructed from 158 amino
acids, rapid progress was made. The work of Tübingen and Berkeley
elucidating the exact ammo acid sequence of approximately 200 TMV
strams leaves no doubt that TMV is assembled from small identica1
building blocks. What can then be said of the serological data collected
from strain analysis suggesting a heterogeneous antigenic surface for
the virus? It has already been suggested (Rappaport, 1961b) that these
data reflected the heterogeneity of the antisera rather than a mosaic
of antigenic determinants on the rod. Ali the data accumulated since
then lend added support to the single determinant hypothesis presented.
When one considers the complexity of the antibody response to proteins
(Fahey and Goodman, 1964) and even to chemically defined haptens
( Onoue et al., 1964; Landsteiner, 1947), it is clear that the Ietters
A, B, C, D, ... that were previously assigned to represent distinct
antigens on the surface of the virus in truth describe portions of the
original antibody population that were fractionated on the basis of varia­
tions in specifcity. Geneticists, facing the identical problem of relating
multiplicity of reagents to genetically determined antigenic structure
( S_tormont, 1955; Owen, 1959) have reached the same conclusion. For
this reason, the serological studies of TMV strain relationships need
;o be r~interpreted in keeping with our current appreciation of the
omplexity of the antibody response and our knowledge of the vi·il

subunit structure. Because we are, in all probability dealing with sinrrg;e
surface anti ge th · 'of th ens, e cross-reactíons represent configurational similarities

," eposed polypeptide chains. The common practice of describin
cr ah?nsh1ps among TMV strains in terms of common and specific antt
gens is thus no longer valid.

The serological techniques are without doubt extremely sensitive
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and for this reason a note of caution will be sounded before leaving
this section. The methods are in fact so sensitive that the investigator
is always plagued with the problem of making antibodies to minute
contaminants which may go undetected by any other means. Because
of this uncertainty, it is essential to examine the serological data care­
fully. Preparative procedures should come under clase scrutiny and the
participation of the host components in the antigenic specifcity evalu­
ated (Malkiel, 1947).

It was shown by Ginoza et al. ( 1954), for example, that the common
strain of TMV normally absorbs a host nucleoprotein when prepared
in cacodylate buffer but does not if prepared in phosphate buffer. This
was in contrast to other strains which did not bind nucleoprotein under
either circumstance. Whether this nucleoprotein contributed to the sero­
logical properties of the amber-colored TMV was not determined.

In the animal virus feld, influenza has been a classic example of
the virus commoniy prepared with a host-associated antigen (Knight,
1946). This is reasonable considering that myxoviruses assemble at the
cell membranes. The true significance of this fact, however, awaits
further investigation. It is known, though, that with sorne effort of puri­
fication influenza virus can be freed of host antigen ( Kroeger, 1962).
With plant viruses, the culprit may be "fraction l" (Wildman and Bonner,
1947). This normal plant protein appears to be ubiquitous among green
plants and antigenically similar wherever found ( Dorner et al., 1958).
Unless care is exercised in the preparation of virus material, fraction
1 protein may be a very likely contaminant. Recently van Regenmortel
( 1963) criticized MacLeod and Markham (1963) for their report of
an antigenic similarity between turnip yellow mosaic virus and wild
cucumber virus because they failed to consider the possible contamina­
tion of their material with fraction l. The presence of trace amounts
of fraction 1 in a TMV preparation may also explain the antigenic
relationship between fraction 1 and TMV suggested in a footnote by
Wildman et al. ( 1949).

C. Biological Significance of the Protein Coat

1. Introduction

There is no longer any doubt that TMV may dispense with its
protein entirely either as a result of chemical manipulation or mutation
and still retain its infectivity. But when protein is combined with the
nucleic acid, it apparently plays sorne role in establishing the infection.
For the present, that role is unknown.

As far as inactivation with antiserum is concerned, it is known,
however, that antibody to the coat protein is without effect on the
nucleic acid. Even after the whole virus is inactivated by antibody,
the RNA within the rod retains its infectivity, for it can be extracted
with phenol from the inactive precipitate with its original capacity for
infection undiminished (Rappaport, 1959b). Furthermore, if the anti­
body is dissociated from the virus at pH 2.5, full activity is also restored
( Rappaport, 1961a). In addition, papain digestion of the bound antibody
releases some infectivity as well ( Malkiel, 1950). The antibody then
must function in a very special way to prevent infection, for its effect
is entirely reversible (Rappaport, 1961a). This is quite difFerent from the
action of certain chemical agents ( Malki el, 1952b; Hart, 1955b; Schramm
et al., 1955a; Knight, 1961; Price, 1963) on TMV which alter the protein
structure but do not necessarily destroy viral infectivity. One such agent
has already been mentioned in Section III,A,4, namely, carboxypeptidase.
What was most astonishing in these experiments in which the C-terminal
amino acid threonine was removed was the complete absence of any
noticeable effect of the enzyme treatment on the infectivity of the prepa­
rations. E ven mutant 171 (Tsugita and Fraenkel-Conrat, 1960, 1962).
from which three terminal amino acids were removed, showed no re­
duction in infectivity. Consequently, the configurational changes imposed
on the subunits by the removal of up to three amino acid residues
must be quite subtle and biologically trivial. The three terminal amino
acids then may play no role in whatever initial act of infection the
protein is involved.

A more drastic alteration in the virus structure was caused by alkali
treatment ( Schramm et al., 1955a,b). This treatment produced besides
free RNA and A-protein, an infectious nucleoprotein which had the
appearance under the electron microscope of rods with exposed sections
of RNA much like those described by Hart ( 1955a).

Under controlled conditions the anionic detergent Duponol C
(sodium lauryl sulfate) was shown by Hart ( 1955a,b) to partially de­
grade TMV. An examination of this degraded material under the electron
microscope revealed a variety of figures wi th portions of the RNA moiety
of the TMV particles exposed. Similar figures were also observed follow­
ing phenol treatment ( Corbett, 1964). Although considerable loss in
infectivity attended degradation, some biological activity remained. The
residual infectivity was sensitive to RNase, even though it was still
associated with protein. Because of this unique situation, it was possible
that these infectious units were able to bypass the early steps in infection
and behave in a fashion comparable to free RNA. If so, the Duponol­
treated virus may be unaffected by antibody. On the contrary, it was
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shown by Rappaport et al. (1964) that these same RNase-sensitive
infectious units could be inactivated as effeiently as the untreated con­
trols by specifcally purifed antibody devoid of any RNase activity.
This was substantial evidence that the RNase-sensitive infectious units
were functionally associated with protein and not free RNA, for it was
known that the RNA was unalfected by antibody to the virus (Gierer
and Schramm, 1956; Starl inger, 1955; Rappaport, 1959b). The remaining
protein still served to imprison the RNA.

2. Studies on Interference
Evidence pertinent to the role of the protein in infection has been

amassed from studies of interference. The data suggest that the protein
coat may play an entirely passive role, in contrast to the participation
of a speifc absorptive organ like the tail of a T-even bacteriophage
during infection. Neither UV-inactivated TMV nor A-protein interferes
with active virus in initiating an infection, unless inordinately high con­
centrations of each are employed (Wu and Rappaport, 1961; Rappaport
and Wu, 1962; Santilli et al., 1961; Wu et al., 1962; Bawden, 1954,
Bawden and Pirie, 1957). But then, these very high concentrations of
inactive TMV or proteins may be functioning in an unspeciflc fashion,
making interpretation of the results ambiguous.

Only live virus or infectious RNA can compete successfully for in­
fectible sites. Furthermore, competition between infectious RNA and
TMV is very mucha one-sided alfair (Wu and Rappaport, 1962). When
a mixture of virus and RNA was inoculated on Nicotiana glutinosa
leaves, the number of lesions established by the RNA was only slightly
alfected by concentrations of competing virus that would have markedly
reduced the number of lesions if whole virus had been used. These
results are in harmony with the data of Siegel et al. (1957), who showed
that infectious RNA underwent intracellular changes in UV sensitivity,
sooner than the intact virus.

The initial event in establishing an infection must be the adsorption
or engulfment of the infectious unit. If the infectious unit is whole
virus, the protein must be removed, perhaps by sorne uncoating enzyme,
befare the nucleic acid can act as messenger. The possibility should
also be entertained that this second step or release of the RNA may
be nonenzymic. After all, chemically and enzymically altered TMV par­
ticles retain their infectivity, indicating that the hypothetical uncoating
enzyme can either tolerate considerable structural alteration in the ex­
posed surface of the subunits and still function, or that no uncoating
enzyme for TMV exists. The ease with which TMV structural umts
polymerize and depolymerize in vitro without enzymic intervention may

1 hint at the nature of the in vivo event. At any rate, it is presumably
a so d I 1 . t f .th' uncoating step with which the antibody molecules intertere.pase considerations of the many problems involved suggest that

petition in the TMV system is entirely restricted to infectious RNA
!fa. at Uv-inactivated virus fail s to compete because of a UV
j.aihe nucleic acid and not because of any diffculty in the removal
or unraveling of the subunits. On the other hand, antibody-inactivated
virus contains infectious RNA which cannot be released and so canot
f tion. Here we see that as long as protein remains associated w1th
une the i f · ·the nucleic acid, antibody is capable of neutralizing the infectivity.
One may add that the protein coat serves not only to protect the virus
from the vicissitudes of extracellular life but also functions in an un­
known way during some unclear primary act of infection.
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I. INTRODUCTION
This review is limited to the arboviruses with particular attention

being given to arthropod infection and those aspects of vertebrate in­
fection closely related to transmission by arthropods. The reader seeking
more complete treatment will find a comprehensive review of the
mechanisms of transmission of viruses by arthropods ( Day, 1955); a
more recent review of this subject limited to mosquitoes ( Chamberlain
and Sudia, 1961); a general treatment of the arboviruses (Kissling,
1960); the epidemiology and ecology of the arthropod-borne encephali-

0 The opinions or assertions contained herein are the prívate ones of the author
and are not to be construed as offcial or reflecting the views of the Navy Depart­
ment or the Naval Service at large.

t From the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, Navy Department, Research Task
MR 005.09-1200.01.
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ti des ( Miles, 1960, 1964); a symposium on the arbovirnses ( Darlington
et al., 1960); a symposium on the biological transmission of disease
agents ( Maramorosch, 1962); a symposium on the biology of the tick­
borne encephalitis complex ( Libíková, 1962); a consideration of
arthropod vectors as reservoirs of microbial disease agents ( Philip and
Burgdorfer, 1961); the arthropod transmission of plant viruses ( Mara­
morosch, 1963); a seminar on arboviruses (Bruno-Lobo and Shope,
1963); and the behavior of viruses in their arthropod hosts ( Smith,
1964).

II. ARTHROPOD INFECTION

A. Portal of Entry

1. Feeding Process
The structure of the blood-sucking apparatus of the female mosquito

is described by Christophers ( 1960) and Clements ( 1963). Griffiths
and Gordon ( 1952) observed the feeding process. The cutting stylets
penetrate about 2 mm. into the skin and after penetration are capable
of exploratory movements by the action of the cutting elements. When
a capillary is found, blood is obtained either by inserting the parts
into a capillary or by pool feeding after the capillary wall is cut. The
food channel is about 0.03 mm. in diameter, and 2-4 mm.3 of blood
are taken in about 2 minutes.

The structure of the feeding apparatus of the ticks has been described
in recent years by Arthur ( 1952) and Gregson ( 1960). Descriptions
of the feeding process have been presented by Lavoipierre and Riek
( 1955) and Gregson ( 1960). Because of the size and structure of the
mouth parts, there is more extensive laceration and hemorrhage than
with the mosquito. Blood collects in the lacerated area beneath the
surface and is sucked up. Argasid ticks complete their feeding in from
20 minutes to 3 hours, depending upon the species. Ixodid ticks remain
firmly attached and feed at a slower rate for several days. The quantity
of blood taken is many times the body weight, which varies greatly
according to the stage of development of the tick.

The feeding processes of Phlebotomus and Culicoides apparently
have not been observed, although accounts for the triatomid bugs and
the fea are available ( Lavoipierre et al., 1959; Lavoipierre and Hamachi,
1961).

2. Digestion
Digestion in the mosquito proceeds rapidly and is virtually completed

in 48 hours at 25°C. ( Christophers, 1960). Sorne of the fluid is absorbed

during and directly after feeding and may be seen as clear droplets
passed anally at these times. Boorman (1960a) did not detect Semliki
Forest ( SF) virus in the clear material but recovered virus in sorne
samples that were red from blood cells being passed through the gut
of Aedes aegypti after infective feedings. Of particular interest is the
observation that virus was present in the hemolymph 10 minutes after
blood feeding ( Boorman, 1960b). The author suggested that this may
be the source of subsequent tissue infection. The stomach contents
during digestion exhibit stratifcation indicating that digestion takes
place at the stomach wall surface. At 24 hours there is a central mass
of unmodified blood, at 37 hours blood cells can no longer be detected
(Christophers, 1960). Tests of susceptibility to virus and digestion of
blood by feeding artificial mixtures through membranes should be inter­
preted with caution because of the possibility of altering the natural
process significantly. Bertram and Bird ( 1961) have investigated the
fine structure of the midgut epithelium. They report no zonal segregation
of cells and consider a single cell type probable. The peritrophic mem­
brane is formed tn situ by the cells of the posterior midgut epithelium,
being at frst an amorphous matrix which consolidates during the next
24 hours after the blood mea!. These authors cal! attention to the com­
plexity of cell structure and activity during digestion. They detected
no differences when SF virus was present.

Digestion in the tick proceeds more slowly. It is of the primitive
intracellular type that is accompanied by rapid proliferation of digestive
cells that protrude into the lumen of the gut. The lumen of the gut
may be partly flled with such cells in unfed ticks, and when blood
is taken these cells slough off. In argasids the epithelium is rapidly
re-formed at this time ( Tatchell, 1964); in ixodids sloughing of sorne
and flattening of the remaining cells takes place as the gut distends,
followed by rapid proliferation of epithelial cells (Hughes, 1954).
Hemolysis of the blood cells is seen and digestion follows. In argasids,
digestion is at frst relatively rapid, lasting 1-2 weeks; then a slow
phase begins, the rate remaining constant until the next blood mea!.
This provides a food reserve in argasids in the absence of a fat body
(Tatchell , 1964). Coxal fluid is produced during and soon after detach­
rnent in argasids to eliminate excess water, but in ixodids coxal glands
are absent and fluid is eliminated through the integurnent and in lesser
quantities with the feces during feeding (Edney, 1957).

Balashov ( 1957) emphasizes the marked cyclicity in the functioning
of the digestive epithelium of ticks associated with blood intake. This
eyclieity extends in sequence to other tissues and organ systems in
relation to growth and egg development. In view of the great prolifera­
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tion of cells that takes place, arbovirus infections may be influenced
by these events.

B. Sequence of Tissues Infected

l. Mosquito
LaMotte ( 1960) fed Culex pipiens on viremic chicks and followed

the sequence of tissues infected with Japanese encephalitis (JE) virus.
Titers were at the maximum in the midgut wall between the first and
third weeks and declined between the third and fourth weeks (2790.).
During the scond week virus appeared in the hemolymph, reaching
maximum levels between the second and fourth weeks and declining
during the fourth week. General tissue invasion took place during the
viremic period. The ovaries contained virus at the end of the second
week, reached a maximum titer during the third week, and then de­
clined. Virus appeared in the salivary glands and cephalic and thoracic
ganglia during the second week, with maximum levels developing in
the third week. It persisted in these sites in high concentrations through­
out the remaining life of the insect. In each of the tissues mentioned,
maximum virus content ranged from 10' to 10° mouse LD,a. No cell
damage could be found by the usual histological methods, and the
length of life of the insect was apparently not affected. It would be
of interest to follow the virus in those sites of persistent infection by
the techniques now available, such as fluorescent antibody, and also
search other tissues for concentrations of particles noninfectious in the
usual test systems.

2. Tick
Pavlovskii and Solovyev ( 1940) recovered the virus of tick-borne

encephalitis ( TBE) from the intestinal tract of Iodes persulcatus in
the highest concentration (10° mouse LD,) of all tissues tested during
25 days following the infectious feeding. The next highest concentrations
were in the salivary glands and ovaries and small amounts in the
Malpighian tubules and the central nervous system. No virus was found
in the fat body. This interesting early study apparently has not been
followed up to determine more precisely tissue invasion sequences and
virus concentrations under varying conditions. Transtadial passage as
well as the long duration of infections in ticks have been reported
by numerous authors: recently for TBE virus (Benda, 1958); Kyasanur
forest disease (KFD) virus (Varma et al., 1960; Singh et al., 1963);
Colorado tick fever (CTF) virus (Burgdorfer, 1959). Benda (1958)
observed that the amount of virus in the tick tended to decrease trans-

tadially unless the tick was fed upon a virus-susceptible animal. Ap­
parently the prolonged feeding period of ixodid ticks permits the verte­
brate to become viremic and feed back virus to the vector tick. The
great proliferation of tick gut cells during feeding and digestion, and
the importance of the gut as a site of virus infection have been pointed
out. Further detailed study of these processes should yield important
information in the rnechanisrns involved.

C. Exit Portals

l. Oral
The salivary glands of A. aegypti show evidence of cyclic change

correlated with blood-feeding activity and subsequent digestion and
absorption ( Orr, et al., 1961). Discharge of the salivary secretion of
this mosquito during feeding has been described by Grifiths and Gordon
( 1952). The fluid can be seen being ejected from the end of the hypo­
pharynx at short intervals during the exploratory movements after the
stylets have penetrated the epidermis and before a capillary is pierced.
Volumes of saliva have not been rneasured nor have virus concentrations
been precisely determined. LaMotte ( 1960) found that the salivary
glands of laboratory-infected C. pipiens contained 10,000 to 100,000
mouse LD,, of JE virus, and Collins (1963), using a membrane-feeding
techmque, found that Anopheles albimanus expelled from 1,500-10,000
mouse LD, of SF virus. Thomas (1963) estimated that the salivary
glands of Culex tarsalis weigh about 0.003 mg., and that glands infected
with Western equine encephalit is (WEE) virus contained from 1000
to 2500 suckl ing mouse LD.a. Cell penetration at the site of injection
would be favored by such a high concentration of virus even in the
presence of antibody. Results obtained from infections established
artificially by intracutaneous injection with a conventional needle should
be interpreted with caution.

A systematic study of the salivary secretions of mosquitoes in relation
to arbovirus infections might yield important information. Such deter­
minations as the amount of virus per unit volume and factors governing
the amount of saliva expelled would be useful. The effect of salivas
of different species upon arboviruses would also be of interest since
these differ in the presence or absence of anticoagulins and agglutinins,
and therefore, perhaps, in other respects ( Clements, 1963).

Lavoipierre and Riel (1955) and Gregson (1960) observed the ex­
pulsion of salivary fluid of ticks during feeding. It is seen as a puff
of clear fluid being expelled into the lacerated area below the skin
surface as alternate blood-sucking and salivation proceed. The concen­
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tration of virus in the saliva has not been measured. Transmission of
virus during tick bite has been reported by numerous authors. A recent
report is given by Benda ( 1958) of TBE virus transmission by Ixodes
ricinus, by Varma et al. ( 1960) for KFD virus, and by Burgdorfer ( 1959)
for CTF virus. The sequence of events leading to salivary gland infection
have not been recorded nor have the effects of cyclic glandular activity
on virus concentration been investigated.

2. Anal
The feces of I. ricinus, experimentally infected with the virus of

TBE, contain virus ( Beuda, 1958). Danes et al. ( 1962) and Benda
et al. ( 1962) infected experimental animals with aerosols derived from
TBE virus-infected mouse brain, but similar tests with tick feces have
not been reported. The excreted virus may also enter the host through
the lesion made by the biting tick.

3. Osmoregulatory Portals
Coxal fluid secreted by Ornithodoros moubata, experimentally in­

fected with West Nile (WN) virus, has been shown to contain virus
(Whitman and Aitken, 1960).

4. Genital Portals
The oflspring of female ticks infected with TBE virus are infected

in varying proportions ( Benda, 1958). The factors influencing transovarial
transmissions are not understood ( Blaskovic and Rehacek, 1962), al­
though high titer with a suitable strain of virus at the time the eggs
are formed seems to be important. Eklund et al. (1962) failed to find
evidence of transovarial transmission of CTF virus in field and laboratory
studies. Pavlovskii and Solovyev ( 1941) record the isolation of TBE
virus from Gene's organ the secretion of which coats the eggs at the
time they are deposited. Virus in the seminal fluid has not been reported.
Transovarial transmission in the mosquito appears to be a rare event.
St. Louis encephalitis ( SLE) virus has been recovered from eggs de­
posited by infected Culex quinquefasciatus, but rarely from the resulting
larvae and never from the adult offspring ( Chamberlain et al., 1964).
However, JE virus may be present in high concentration in the ovaries
of experimentally infected C. quinquefasciatus (LaMotte, 1960).

III. VERTEBRATE INFECTION

A. Primary Site of Infection

The primary site of infection is not known. However, after intra­
plantar injection, Malkova and Frankova (1959) found TBE virus con-

centrated frst in the lymph nades of infected mice foliowed by a rise
in titer in the blood. Further studies in mice demonstrated the initial
virus concentration to be in the lymph nades associated with the site
of inoculation and, in immunized animals, arrest of spread of virus
beyond this point was observed (Malkova and Kolman, 1964). Han
ad Pogodina ( 1964), using fluorescent antibody technique, saw evi­
dence of multiplication at the site of inoculation when mice, hamsters,
and pigs were injected subcutaneously with TBE virus. Kundin et al.
(1963) studied the distribution of WN virus in experimentally infected
mice and chicks by means of fluorescent antibody. Antigen was seen
in the muscles of veins and arteries and in other tissues. The mice
were injected intraperitoneally and intracerebrally and the chicks subcu­
taneously. Huang and Wong ( 1963) distinguished a visceral stage of
infection with JE virus in peripherally injected mice preceding the
nervous system invasion, which they suggest is by way of capillary
endothelium. Hurlbut ( 1964) detected low level viremia in swine in­
fected with JE virus by mosquito bite, even in the presence of appreci­
able amounts of circulating antibody, and suggested that establishment
of infection at the site of inoculation would be favored by the high
concentration of virus in the mosquito saliva and the way of introduction
of the saliva into the tissues. For valid observations on the natural
sequence of events in the vertebrate infection, it may be necessary
to start with the bite of the infected arthropod. Serial boosting of im­
munity in nature by yearly reinfections may also be influenced by these
circumstances.

B. Viremia

I. Acute Infection
The duration and level of viremia during the acute infection of

the vertebrate host must be related to arthropod susceptibility when
evaluating vector efRciency ( Chamberlain and Sudia, 1961). In cases
of high level viremia mechanical transmission of virus from the con­
taminated mouth parts of mosquitoes has been observed under experi ­
mental condit ions with Eastern equine encephalitis ( EEE) virus by
Chamberl ain and Sudia (1961), WEE virus by Barett (1956), and
SF virus by Woodall and Bertram (1959). It seems to be related to
the high concentration of virus encountered with cert ain group A viruses.
Failures are reported in experiments with JE virus and Murray Valley
encephalitis ( MVE) virus ( Gould et al., 1962; Altman, 1963). However,
mechanical transmi ssion of TBE virus by mosquitoes and ticks has been
reported (Zoltowski and Wroblewska-Mularczykowa, 1961; Blaskovice and
Rehacek, 1962). At times, when mosquitoes or other blood-sucking
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Díptera are extremely numerous in nature, mechanical transmission
might contribute to explosive dissemination of a virus. In restricted
environments, such as bird and rodent nests where fleas and mites become
numerous, this method of virus transfer might occur.

2. Latent Infections

Experimental latent infections with recurrent viremia have been ob­
served in bats ( LaMotte, 1958; Nosek et al., 1961); in hedgehogs and
dormice ( Kozuch et al., 1963); and in reptiles (Thomas et al., 1958,
Thomas and Eklund, 1960, 1962; Gebhardt and HiII, 1960; Gebhardt
et al., 1964; Hayes et al., 1964). The recurrent viremias, including infec­
tions with JE, TBE, WEE, and EEE viruses, were associated with
emergence from hibernation and in sorne cases were of a level that
permitted infection of blood-sucking arthropods. Gebhardt et al. ( 1964)
recovered WEE virus from naturally infected snakes under
circumstances that indicate overwintering of the virus in that host. Sulkin
et al. ( 1963) observed experimental infections with SLE and JE viruses
in bats, characterized by viremias of 1530 days' duration and high
concentrations of virus in the central nervous svstem without evidence
of cell damage or encephalitis. Reeves et al. (1958a) recovered WEE
virus from the tissues of eight species of wild birds 1 to 10 months
after inoculation. Thus, evidence is accumulating that vertebrates ex­
perience latent infections with these viruses, associated in many cases
wi th reduced body temperature.

IV, ErFECTS OF ALTERNATION O HOSTS

A. General Considerations

The transmission of arboviruses by arthropods to mammals and birds
and back to art hropods brings about a cycle of alternation of tempera­
ture. It also alternates parenteral and enteric portals of entry. The
humoral environments are also very diflerent both chemicaily and prob­
ably as to defense mechanisms. Day (1957) poited out that the regular
altemation of dissimilar hosts must exercise a more stringent selection
than a simple host system. Thus, a greater stability may be imposed
upon populations of these viruses by the greater complexity of the
environment. A highly variable strain perhaps would not be at a par­
ticular disadvantage, but variants would be established with greater
difRculty. Measurement of the dynamic tensions due to mutation rates
within such systems would be of interest. The taxonomic structure of
the arbovirus group as it is now emerging, with distinguishable primary

and secondary subgroupings, may be related to the greater stability
enforced by the altemation of hosts.

B. Temperature Relationships
Smith ( 1960) discusses the eflects of temperature and mentions the

observation of Reeves et al. (1958b) that WEE virus isolated from
wintering C. tarsalis appears to be attenuated. Smith suggests that low
temperature in the mosquito may select a less pathogenic strain.

The transmission of tick-borne viruses introduces a different patt ern
of events in the alternation of hosts. For example, body heat of mam­
malian and avían hosts is transmitted to the ixodid tick during the
severa! days of its attachment, providing an arthropod temperature above
the ambient conditions. Moreover, the prolonged period of blood-sucking
permits a feedback of virus in cases where a viremia develops, thus
renewing the arthropod infection ( Benda, 1958). The argasid ticks pre­
sent a still different patter since their feeding time on the host is very
short, except the larvae which remain attached for severa! days.

C. Central Nervous System Infections
Central nervous system concentrations of virus in experimental

arthropod infections have been reported as foilows: TBE virus in a
tick ( Pavlovskii and Solovyev, 1941); JE virus in a mosquito ( LaMotte,
1960); WEE virus in a grasshopper; SF virus in a housefly; WN virus
in a beetle larva; and SLE virus in a blowfly (Hurlbut and Thomas,
1960). Comparative studies to determine whether central nervous system
invasion is a part of the natural infection of vectors would be of
interest.

D. Host Range Potential
Certain arboviruses when introduced parenterally will propagate in

a wide variety of arthropods; others are very restricted in this capacity
and some are intermediate (Hurlbut and Thomas, 1960). The Group
B viruses, in particular, exhibit such a gradient and there is sorne indica­
tion that a similar characteristic exists in their capacity to infect verte­
brates. For example, JE and SLE viruses have a broader range than
the dengue viruses. The factors goveming host range are not understood
at the present time.

V. INTERHOST AND ENVIRONMENTAL RELATIONSHIPS

A. General Considerations

The literature on the feld ecology of arboviruses has been reviewed
in the papers cited in the introduction of this review. Here, attention
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will be given only to more recent work. It is convenient to divide
it under several headings according to aspects that have received par­
ticular attention.

Arboviruses are usually isolated during their epidemic or epizootie
manifestations. These manifestations are relatively brief and the question
of how the virus is maintained at other times is left unanswered. This
question is most vexing in temperate climates where winter interrupts
the activity of arthropod vectors. Winter survival of virus in tick
vectors occurs, but mosquito vectors, short -lived and wintering in rela­
tively small numbers, are less plausible agents of survival. Latent infec­
tion in a vertebrate is an alternate answer. In the tropics, continuous
cycles of mosquito-borne virus probably occur where favorable condi­
tions of rainfall and host availability exist.

Primary cycles of transmission may be defined as those in which
the element of continuity predominates in a stable environment. Epi­
demic and epizootic cycles may be thought of as being derived from
primary cyeles and having the predominant element of explosive dis­
semination of the virus.

B. Primary Transmission Cycles
Burgdorfer and Eklund ( 1959) studied the ecology of CTF virus

in rodents and the ticks that infest them. The golden mantled ground
squirrel was most commonly infected and was a favored host of the
tick vector, Dermacentor andersoni, from which the virus was also iso­
lated. The distribution of cases of CTF paralleled the distribution of
this rodent. Downs et al. (1962), Aitken et al. (1963), and Worth
( 1963) and Causey ( 1963) have studied virus isolations and interhost
relationships under tropical conditions where virus circulates in appar­
ently continuous cycles between mosquitoes and rodents. This was ac­
complished by the capture, release, and recapture of wild rodents, and
by the use of sentinel animals and the capture of mosquitoes that fed
upon them. Blaskovic ( 1963) has reviewed recent work on natural cycles
of TBE virus.

C. Epidemic and Epizootic Cycles
A series of papers by Scherer et al. ( 1959) on ecological studies

of JE virus in Japan presents evidence of cycles in wild birds and
domestic pigs associated with occurrence of the human disease. These
authors distinguish a pre-emergence period, April-June, when the virus
is not ordinarily detected. This period terminates when virus is found
in the vector mosquito in late June, when vector populations reach
maximum levels, and a period of virus dissemination through the wild

bird, pig, and human populations follows. A period of decline begins
in late September with the disappearance of the vector. While pigs
could be immunized, as a control measure, it was thought that this
would be ineffective since birds would remain as a major source of
virus during the epidemic season. It was concluded that man can be
protected most effectively by immunization if a satisfactory vaccine can
be developed. Grayston et al. (1962) published a series of papers giving
detailed information on the ecology of this virus in Taiwan. Swine
are commonly infected, as in Japan, but the extent of avian involvement
is not so well defined. Virus isolations were made from Culex
tritaeniorhynchus most commonly in June and July. Confirmed human
cases of encephalitis followed 1 to 2 weeks la ter. Sun ( 1964) reported
that the vector population in Taiwan exhibits a yearly midsummer peak
that is part of a seasonal succession of mosquito species. Hurlbut ( 1964)
isolated JE virus from naturally infected domestic pigs in Taiwan, deter­
mined the concentration of virus present in the circulating blood and the
percentage of mosquitoes becoming infected that fed upon them. He con­
sidered pigs to be the most important source of virus during the summer
epidemics. According to laboratory experiments, a log neutralization
index between 1.0 and 1.9 in pigs would keep the viremia below
a signifcant mosquito-infecting level.

Records of overt disease in wild vertebrates caused by arboviruses
have been summarized by Work (1963). These have, on occasion, di­
rected attention to silent natural cycles as well as to unusual manifesta­
tions of infection.

D. Anopheline-Transmitted Viruses
Toe recent recognition of anopheline mosquitoes as vectors of arbo­

viruses is an important new development. O'nyong-nyong fever virus
caused an extensive epidemic in East Africa in 1959. Isolations of virus
were made from Anopheles funestus and A. gambiae, the probable
vectors (Haddow et al., 1960). Tensaw virus, a new agent of the
Bunyamwera group, was isolated from A. crucians in 1962, and experi­
mental transmission tests indicate that this virus is readily transmitted
by an anopheline mosquito. Rabbits and dogs are probable hosts; birds
are refractory ( Chamberlain, 1963). Chamberlain points out that a num­
ber of viruses of the Bunyamwera group have been isolated from,
and may prove to be transmitted by, anopheline mosquitoes.

E. Birds and Their Ectoparasites as Agents of Dispersal
Work on water birds infected with tick-borne encephalit is virus has

been summarized by Ernek (1963). Federov ( 1958) examined 39 species
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of wild birds and isolated 6 strains of tick-borne encephalitis virus
from the birds and 3 from ticks (Ixodes persulcatus) removed from
them. Hoogstraal et al. ( 1961, 1963, 1964) made extensive surveys in
Egypt of ticks on migrating birds from Africa, Europe, and Asia. Ticks
and infested birds were identified and rates of infestation recorded
together with detailed accounts of known ranges of the birds and ticks.
The thrush nightingale (Luscinia luscinia) was commonly infested with
I. ricinus. This bird breeds from Eastem Europe to Central Asia and
winters in East Africa. Stamm and Newman (1963) reported viruses
of EEE and WEE viruses in 9 of southward migrating birds caught
in southem Alabama between September 16 and October 2, 1960, and
considered the probability of virus transport by viremic birds to Central
America. It was concluded that this occurs although the frequency of
the occurrence cannot be estimated at this time.

F. Infection Rates and Transmission Rates in Arthropods
Reeves et al. ( 1961) compared rates of infection and transmission

f WEE virus by C. tarsalis captured in traps while seeking and
taking blood from a susceptible chicken. The infection rates averaged
about 4 times higher than the transmission rates. The results suggested
that relatively few mosquitoes survive more than one cyele of blood
feeding and oviposition. It was demonstrated that the risk of infection
was higher for single chickens in a trap than for individuals in a flock.
Another report (Reeves et al., 1964) gave evidence that temperature
is an important factor in the development of high transmission rates
of WEE virus. Hess et al. ( 1963) reported on the relationship between
temperature and antibody rates for WEE and SLE viruses in sentinel
flocks of domestic chickens exposed during one transmission season.

G. Feeding Habits and Winter Survival of Mosquito Vectors
Reeves et al. ( 1963) reported on the feeding habits of C. tarsalis

around farm yards in Kern County, California ( Lat. 35° N.), based
upon improved techniques of producing precipitating antisera in birds
(Tempelis and Reeves, 1962; Tempelis and Lofy, 1963). Soreening an­
tisera for identifying the blood of birds, mammals, reptiles, and
amphibia, and more specifc antisera for the common orders and families
of vertebrates were used in capillary tube tests on the contents of
mosquito stomachs. In summer, 84.4 had fed on birds and most of
the remainder on various mammals. In winter, the increased number
feeding upon passerine birds was thought to be due to greater availa­
bility. Latent infections with WEE virus have been experimentally pro­
duced in passerine birds ( Reeves et al., 1958a).

Reeves et al. ( 1958b) and Bellamy and Reeves (1963) observed
marked reduction in the number of blood-fed C. tarsalis in natural
resting places in late autumn in Kern County. Fat bodies were enl arged
and ovaries undeveloped. WEE vi.rus was isolated from the mosquitoes
in 0ctober and November but not in December. In January, blood-fed
mosquitoes again became numerous and virus isolations could again
be made. Burdick and Kardos (1963) and Nelson ( 1964) studied the
seasonal age dist.ribution of C. tarsalis populations in the same locality
by means of both tracheation and dilatation techniques and found that
nulliparous females with enlarged fat bodies predominate from October
to January with a transitional period starting in September. Gonotrophic
dissociation could not be demonstrated in the laboratory and it was
assumed that blood feeding ceased and fat accumulation was the result
of a carbohydrate diet ( Bellamy and Reeves, 1963). Benington et al.
(1958) reported similar fndings in Colorado ( Lat. 40°N.). Rush et
al. ( 1963) reported failure to isolate the virus of WEE from over­
wintering C. tarsalis in Oregon (Lat. 44° N.). Harwood and Halfhill
(1964) found that a photoperiod of 8 hours gave larger fat bodies
and smaller ovaries than a 16-hour period in a laboratory colony of
C. tarsalis fed 10 sucrose and held at 22°C. However, the experi­
mentally induced fat body never equaled in size and compactness that
seen in naturally hibernating C. tarsalis.
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Mancher gibt sich oieleMüh'
Mit dem lieben Federvieh;
Einesteils der Eier wegen,
Welche diese Viigel. legen,
Zweitens: Weil man dann und wann
Einen Broten essen kann;
Drittens aber nimmt man auch
Ihre Feclern zu.m Gebrauch
In die Kissen und die Pfiihle,
Denn man liegt nicht gerne kühle.

Wilhelm Busch, "Max and Moritz"
Munich, 1865°

I. INTRODUCTION

The avian tumor viruses form a well-defined group of related patho­
gens. The virus particles of the various strains cannot be distinguished
from each other by physical teclmiques. Their morphology and archi­
tecture are identical at the present-day level of resolution. Antigenic
relationships and differences between the numerous strains can be
demonstrated with several serological techniques. The results of such
immunological comparisons strengthen the concept that ali avian tumor
viruses are related. Close similarities between different strains are also
found in the cellular biology of virus replication. Finally, all avían
tumor viruses are pathogenic for their natural host, the chicken. The
degree of pathogenicity covers an extremely wide range from such highly
virulent forms as Rous sarcoma virus and avian myeloblastosis virus
to the largely avirulent field strains of avian leukosis virus, which may
be altogether innocuous in many of the infected animals. The natural
occurrence of avían tumor viruses is inversely related to their virulence;
virus-induced sarcomas or acute granulocytic leukemias are encountered
comparatively seldom, whereas infection with less virulent forros of avían
leukosis virus is so frequent that it accounts for the greater number
of avían neoplasms.

In the present review the term leukosis virus will be used to

0 Many labor 'neath the yoke
for their darling feathered folk,
in the hope that hens in season
eggs produce will 'yond all reason;
or when this has run its course,
mamma hen becomes the roast;
and as well their feathers snug
keep one warm as bug in rug.
For who, when comfort lies in feathers,
shiver would in winter weathers.

( Translated by Dr. Elizabeth Macintyre)

d
. ate any avian tumor virus strain which causes neoplastic disorders

esga <·ity f
orí ·nating predominantly in the hematopoietic system. The majori t o

Ilgivian tumor viruses belongs in this category. Most of the remaining
a. a · ..:. 1d may
t • s cause primarily solid tumors of conective tissue origmn anstramns ,, l d gbe classifed as avían sarcoma viruses. The expenmental wor unn

the past few years has focused on a few prototypes, notably, Rous
rcoma virus (RSV), Rous associated virus (RAV), avian myeloblas­
4 rus strain BAI A (AMV), strain R erythroblastosis virus, and strain
RPL 12 avian leukosis virus. . .

Research on avian tumor viruses may conveniently be classifed into
severa! fields according to the main object of study: properties of the
virus particle, cellular biology of viral carcinogenesis and multiplication,
response of the organism to infection, and epidemiology of avian tumor
víruses. The present survey will follow this subdívision. Most of the
older literature has been covered in the excellent and exhaustive reviews
of Claude and Murphy (1933), Foulds (1934), Rous (1936), and
Engelbreth-Holm ( 1942). Certain aspects of the avían tumor viruses
have also been summarízed in more recent publications, such as the
problems of virus purifcat ion and the properties of avían tumor virus
particles (Harri s, 1953, Beard et al., 1955, 1963; Beard, 1957b, 1961),
the cytochemistry of avían leukemias ( Thorell, 1963), the electron micros­
copy of cells infected with avían tumor viruses ( I-Iaguenau and Beard,
1962), and the etiology, pathogenesis, and transmission of avian virus
tumors (Beard, 1957a, 1958, 1962, 1963a,b Darcel, 1960). Although the
present paper will aim at comprehensiveness, it would be unnecessarily
repetitious to consider in detall such data as are already adequately
surveyed in the literature. In these areas ít should suffce briefly to state
and document some of the important principles which have emerged
from recent work. The main emphasis of this review on the avían tumor
vinises will then rest on the cellular biology of virus multiplication and
carcinogenesis.

II. TH ELEMENTARY PARTTCLES

In the following section the basic properties of avian tumor virus
particles wil l be discussed. The important data are compiled in Table!· A complete account of the old literature on RSV may be found
~~ the review by Harris ( 1953), and more recent work on AMV is
iscussed by Beard (1961) and Beard et al. ( 1963).

A. Physical Properties
l. Size, Density, and Weight

Experiments using fltration through membranes of graded pore size
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aeferences to thc data listed may be found in the text .

Inactivated by ether, chloroform, deoxycholate, saponin

Diameter oí lhe particle -------------80-120 mµ

avían tumor viruses lie between 500 and 655 S [RSV: 550 S and 655 S
(Kahler et al., 1954b); AMV: 500 to 600 S (Sharp and Beard, 1954).J
The dry weight of a single particle of AMV has been estimated as 7.5 X
10-10 µ.g. (Bonar and Beard, 1959). AMV has a density of 1.06 in bovine
serum albumin solution ( Sharp and Beard, 1954). This value is
considerably lower than the ones reported for RSV: 1.15 in sucrose density
gradient and 1.18 in a rubidium chloride gradient ( Kahler et al., 1954a;
Crawford, 1960). Again, no controlled comparisons of the densities of
RSV and AMV have been made, but one may suspect that the variance
of the reported values reflects mainly differences in experimental
conditions. RAV, the helper virus of RSV, has been found to have the
same buoyant density in a rubidium chloride gradient as does RSV
(Hanafusa et al., 1964b). Crawford ( 1960) observed that RSV from
sarcoma tissue had approximately the same density as RSV obtained
from tissue cultures, but both preparations contained particles
ranging in density from 1.16 to 1.18. This variation appears to reflect
the presence of different amounts of lipid in individual virus particles.
The viral lipid is presumably derived from the cell membrane and
is acquired by the virus during its maturation and release from the
cell . Morphological observations on the process of virus release ( to
be discussed m a later section) make it understandable that the amount
of lpid acquired by individual particles should vary. In addition to
this inconstancy in the amount of lipid, the composition of the lipid
may change with different host cells, leading in turn to dissimilarities
m the density of virus particles produced by different cell types. Such
host-controlled variations of viral density have been observed in New­
%""° disease virus, which has a modé of maturation similar to that

t e avan tumor viruses (Stenback and Durand, 1963).

2. Sensitivity to Lipid Solvents
Lr adpartíT appears to be essential for the integrity of avian tumor virust" "reatment of virus suspension with ethyl-ether completel

been d s the infectivity of the preparations. This ether sensitiviry h!s
vi,,"onstrated for RSV, for a feld strain of avian lymphomatosis
1o4;' ," "o avian sarcoma virus strain 13 (Andreves aa fosan
El,"Yon, 1961; Friesen and Rubi , 1961; WalIbal et al., 1962).
h " "croscopie observations on ether-treated AMV Ad±cate tdát
19,3"."embrane of the viras is dissolved by ether (Bonar ea ~}

· iensitivity to eth ¡fe th .<, e at.,
with ribon ·] . 'd er e ass1 es t e avan tumor viruses togeth .ueleic aci (RNA) ·. 3F ·.1, » 1eand th b . VIruses o s1m1 ar architecture the aroviruses. Th f , e myxo­
these three l . e presence o structurally essential lip'd .
and rele _vira groups reflects similar mechanisms of virus< t I • m

ase involving the plasma membrane (Franklin, 1958). maturation

Not more than 5x10 molecular weight units
per particle

1 x 101 molecular weight units per particle
Chemical composition:
RNA: 2.2%
Protein: Aboul 60%
Lipid: 35%
DNA: Not more than 0.1%

Half-lile time o! virus infectlvity at 37ºC.:
In the order 0f 2 to 6 hours, dependent on virus strain, source, and incubation medium

(see also Table II)

Particle weight:
7x10-10g

Host-controlled properties:
1. The presence of host cell antigens
2. The presene e of triphosphatase and polynucleotide phosphorylase in AMV grown in

cells containing these enzymes at their surface

pH stability:
Stable between pH values of 5 to 9, optimum at neutrality

Sedimentation constant:
In the order ol 600 S

Buoyant density:
1.06 and 1.16-1.19, depending on experimental condttions

Dimensions and schematic structure:
Diameter oí the central core ----------- 35-45 mµ

indicate that infectious RSV has a diameter between 75 and 100 m
( Elford and Andrewes, 1935). Data obtained by ultracentrifugation su:­
gest a diameter of 90 m for RSV and 144 for AMV (Kahler et al.,
1954a,b; Sharp and Beard, 1954). These values do not representa real,
consistently found difference in the diameters of RSV and of AMV
but reflect merely differences in the measuring techniques and their int er­
pretation. As will be seen in a later paragraph, the indirect estimates

TABLE I
BASIC PROPERTIES OF AVIAN TUMOR VIRUSEs"

of avían tumor virus diameters are in approximate agreement with direct
electron microscopic measurements which assign diameters from 80 to
120 m to the elementary particles. The sedimentation constants of
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Virus

Bryan standard RSV

Bryan high-titer RSV

AMV (BAI, strain A)

Strain R erythroblastosis
virus

RAV

Half-life time
(minutes)

About 360
180
200
36 and 360, depending

on tissue of origin
240
380

540
220
100-120

300
150

540

100-120

Reference

Bryan et al. (1950a)
Rubin (1955), (1957)
Prince (1960)
Rauscher and Groupé,

(1960b)
Dougherty (1961)
Drayton (1960)

Prince (1960)
Friesen and Rubin (1961)
Hanafusa et al. (1964b)

Friesen and Rubin (1961)

Eckert et al. (1955a)
Vogt (1963)

Bonar et al. (1957a)

Hanafusa et al. (1964b)

i chicken plasma, this virus has a half-life time of 300 minutes at
37 which is reduced to 3 to 5 minutes at 56%C. (Eckert et al., 1955b).
The half-life time of other avían tumor viruses at 56'1C. is probably not
significantly different from that reported for RSV or AMV, namely,
approximately 5 minutes. The customary inactivation at 56°C. for 30
minutes is therefore not sufficient to free chicken sera to be used m
tissue culture from high titers of an avían leukosis virus which may be
present. The lability of avian tumor viruses must also be considered
when storing frozen virus samples. Even at15%C. the half-life
time of AMV is less than a week and that of strain R erythroblastosis
at -22°C. is about 50 days (Eckert et al., 1955b; Bonar et al., 1957a).
Only below -60°C. can avían tumor viruses be stored over severa!
years without loss of infectivity ( Bryan et al., 1954). The exact chemical
basis for the heat sensitivity of avían tumor viruses is not known, but
it appears that oxidative processes lead to inactivation and that such
inactivation is at least partially reversible by reducing agents ( Pirie and
Holmes, 1931; Engelbreth-Holm and Fredericksen, 1938). More recent
experiments suggest that sulfhydryl groups may be involved in the heat
inactivation of avían tumor viruses ( Schmidt, 1957). Whatever the nature
of the inactivation process, it is substantially slowed down by freeze­
drying of the virus ( Carr and Harris, 1951; Schmidt, 1963). The heat
inactivation of avían tumor viruses follows first-order kinetics. However,
careful measurements by Hanafusa and co-workers have revealed a
definite shoulder in the survíval curves of some avían tumor virus
preparations (Hanafusa et al., 1964b). The degree of this deviation from
first-order kinetics can be considerably reduced by using sonicated
preparations, indicating that aggregation of virus pa-rticles is the main
cause for the shoulder of the inactivation curve. The stability of avían
tumor viruses shows only little variation with pH in the range from pH
5 to pH 9. Outside this range the inactivation rates are markedly in­
creased (Bryan et al., 1950a,b; Eckert et al., 1955c; Bonar et al., 1957a).

4. Resistance to Ultraviolet Light

hi t no~eworthy pr_oper~ o~ avían tumor viruses is their comparatively
,," resistance to inactivation by ultraviolet (UV) light (Baker and""gel, 1926; Sturm et al., 1932). RSV is about 10 times as resistant
O ultraviolet irradiation as is Newcastle disease virus, although bothViruses an ·<.¡] ·. .. " o

re similar in size, structure, and RNA content, and have thSame sen iti." 1e
R . 1151 lVlty to X-rays ( Rubín and Temin, 1959, Rubin 1960 )esista; : . ' ' IC •
V• nce to ultraviolet light appears to be typical of all avian truses, si <] ] « rumor

, mce it as a so been found with a field strain of avían Ieukosis

3. Heat Sensitivity and pH-Dependence of Stability

Preparations of avían tumor virus lose their infectivity upon storage
at all but extremely low temperatures (minus 60°C. or below). Table
II lists the published half-life times for severa! avían tumor viruses at

TABLE II
HALF-LIFE TIME OF VARIOUS AVIAN TUMOR VIRUSES AT 37°c.

37C; the average líes around 260 minutes. Toe variation between indi­
vidual reported values may be due to severa! factors: ( 1) The composi­
tion of the medium in which the virus is suspended has an effect on
the heat sensitivity of avían tumor viruses ( Bryan et al., 1950a,b) •
(2) The tissue of origin may inHuence the heat sensitivity of avían
tumor viruses ( Rauscher and Groupé, 1960b). ( 3) Various strains of
the same virus may show different degrees of heat sensitivity (Prince,
1960). The rate of heat inactivation of avían tumor viruses is a function
of the temperature. The half-life time for RSV drops from 240 minutes
at 39°C. to 8.5 minutes at 50C. and 0.7 minutes at 60ºC. (Dougherty,
1961). A similar relation has been found with AMV. If suspended

Field strain of avian leukosis 200
virus
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virus and with RAV ( Friesen and Rubin, 196l; Levinson and Rubin,
unpublished results). At present there exists no satisfactory explanation
for this uusual property of avian tumor viruses. Iowever, available
evidence appears to rule out the repair of UV-inactivated avian tumor
virus by interaction with the host cell genome or by photoreactivation
( Rubin, 1960e; Friesen and Rubin, 1961).

B. Ultrastructure

1. Shadowed Preparations
Early electron microscopi c observations on the avian tumor viruses

were done with shadowed preparations of partially purifed virus. These
revealed approximately spherical particles with a diameter between
100 and 120 m ( Sharp and Beard, 1952; Sharp et al., 1952, 1955).
More recent electron micrographs of purifed AMV have confirmed these
early observations ( Bonar et al., 1963a).

2. Thin-Sectioned Preparations
In thin sections the avian tumor virus particles consist of an outer

membrane, 80 to 90 m in diameter, and an inner, electron-dense core
of 35 to 45 mp in diameter. A second membrane can be seen between
the outer envelope and the inner core ( Bernhard et al., 1956, 1958;
Haguenau et al., 1958).

3. Negatively Stained Preparations
This general architecture of avian tumor virus particles has been

confirmed by studies on negatively stained preparations. In addition,
the negative-staining technique has revealed the presence of lnob-like
protrusions, extending from the outer virus envelope (Dourmashkin and
Simons, 1961; Bonar et al., 1963a). These structures are probably proteins
and bear a distant resemblance to the hemagglutinins of the myxoviruses.
However, no hemagglutinating activity is associated with the envelope
of avian tumor viruses. The inner core of avian tumor viruses appears
to consist of a tubular structure, possibly with a helical arrangement
of subunits, similar to the nucleocapsid of the myxoviruses (Eckert et
al., 1963). Under certain conditions of preparation avian tumor viruses
may exhibit a pronounced pleomorphism with regard to size and sh@P>
often leading to the appearance of tailed forms. There is no evidene.
which would indicate that such tails are an essential characteristic 0

the virus or fulfill a specifc function in the infectious cycle (Bonar
et al., 1963a) .

C. Purification

l. Purificatíon from Blood Plasma . .
AIthough many basic biological problems of avian tumor virus infec­

, ad carcinogenesis can be solved using crude virus preparations,
4$;4.cal tvestigations requite he avanlblity of fast ad cffcient
rification procedures. It is well to remember that recent progress

$,, 44e biochemistuy of animal virus infections has been made with those
viruses which can be easily purifed from tissue culture material. The

•fication of avian tumor viruses is complicated by two factors: ( 1)
pun f h · 1 ·he instabili ty of the virus and ( 2) the presence o ost material m
the viral envelope, making the separation of virus from cell debris
difficult. The instability of the virus results in a requirement for shortness
of the purification procedure and for a high potency of the starting
material. Difficulties of purifcation originating from the presence of host
substances at the viral surface suggest the use of starting materials
which are largely free of cellular debris. These demands on the starting
material are met to very different degrees with different avian tumor
viruses.

Plasma from chickens diseased with myelóblastic leukemia comes
close to having the optimal properties of a starting material for virus
purification. Highly viremic donor animals can be selected and yield
plasmas which contain in the order of 1 10° viral particles per ml.
In such plasmas there is an approximately 1000-fold excess of AMV
particles over contaminating particulate material of similar size. Highly
purified preparations of AMV can therefore be obtained by differential
centrifugation. It has been estimated that the maximum of nonviral
impurities in such preparation líes between 1 and 5 (Bonar and Beard,
1959). Strain R erythroblastosis virus has been purifed in similar manner
from the plasma of diseased chickens. However, due to lower virus
concentrations in the starting material, a higher proportion of contami­
nating particulate material remains associated with the virus ( Bonar
et al., 1963b). In general, the plasma of viremic chickens should be
a suitable source far obtaining milligram quantities of purifed virus.
In contrast to tissue homogenates, there is no bulk of particulate host
material difficult to separate from the virus. In addition, specife immune
(lerance of donor animals to avian leukosis virus can be induced by
"}JCting the virus i to the embryo or newly hatched bird (Rubmi
?ce). Such tolerance results in the failure of infected birds to produce

vnus-neutraJ· . ·tibodi d . I .¡ . 1 1 ' izmg an I o 1es an m the maintenance of a long-lasting
ug l- evel v· . k' bl d b ,bird. iremm, making possil le repeate leedings of the same donor
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2. Purification f rom Solid Tumors
Purification of avian tumor viruses becomes much more difcult when

homogenates of solid tumors such as Rous sarcomas are used as starting
material. Under these conditions there is an extreme preponderance
of cellular particulate material with physicochemical properties similar
to those of the virus. A large variety of purification procedures have
been tried with such material, including dilferential centrifugation,
chromatography, and enzymic digestion of host impurities. A review of
these procedures leads to the conclusion that "purifed" RSV prepara­
tions, obtained from solid tumors, contain not more than about 1 viral
material (Bryan and Moloney, 1957). Better results can be achieved by
the use of fluorocarbon for the removal of host impurities (Epstein,
1958a). As judged by electron micrographs, such RSV preparations
are largely free of particulate host material. However, they still contain
considerable quantities of gelatinous impurities and cannot be used for
the chemical analysis of the virus.

3. Purification from Tissue Culture Material

The purification of virus from animal material has as its main purpose
the chemical, structural, and immunological characterization of virus
particles. However, experiments using radioactive tracers in studies on
the cellular events during avían tumor virus multiplication and carcino­
genesis call for purifcation procedures applicable to tissue culture-grown
virus. The purifcation of RSV from tissue culture fluid by equilibrium
density gradient centrifugation in rubidium chloride represents a Suc­
cessful step in this direction ( Crawford, 1960). RSV obtained in this
way from tissue culture contains very little nonviral particulate material,
as judged from electron micrographs of thin-sectioned pellets. The re­
covery of virus particles líes around 60, and the loss of infectivity during
the purification procedure is only about 33% ( Crawford and Crawford,
1961). Progress in the purifcation of other viruses with a lipid-contain­
ing envelope has recently been made using chromatography on columns
of calcium phosphate and on cellulose phosphate ( Reda and Rott, 1962;
Laver, 1962). These promising techniques are awaiting application to
avian tumor virus material.

D. Chemical Composition

1. Ocer-all Composition
Meaningful chemical analyses can only be carried out i th virus

preparations of high purity. Because of the difficulties in puri fying cer-

tain avian tumor viruses, the chemical composition has only been deter­
mined in a few favorable instances. The most extensive data exist on
AMV. This virus contains 35 lipid, about 60% protein, and 2.2 RNA.
Trace amounts of deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) found in purifed pre­
parations of AMV are not considered an essential component of the
virus (Bonar and Beard, 1959; Allison and Burke, 1962). DNA was
also found to be virtually absent from a purified sampl e of RSV
(Crawford and Crawford, 1961). The amount of RNA per particle,
expressed in molecular weight units, was found to be 9.8 X 106 for
AMV and 9.5 X 106 for RSV ( Bonar et al., 1963b; Crawford and Craw­
ford, 1961). It is not known whether this RNA occurs in one or several
molecules.

2. Detailed Analysis of Viral RNA and Protein

In sorne cases the chemical analysis of avían tumor virus has been
carried to greater detail. For AMV the amino acid composition of the
total protein has been determined ( Purcell et al., 1962). Base composi­
tions of the viral RNA are available for RSV, AMV, and strain R erythro­
blastosis ( Crawford and Crawford, 1961; Thorell, 1962; Bonar et al.,
1963b; Trávíek et al., 1964; Robinson and Pitkanen, unpublished).
The values for RSV given by Crawford and Crawford ( 1961) are based
on the analysis of one purifed virus sample only (Table III). They
differ markedly from those of Robinson and Pitkanen for purifed viral
RNA. Toe RSV samples analyzed contain RAV in approximately 10-fold
excess over RSV. The base compositions of such preparations may there­
fore b · ·¡ fI · ·e prmmarily a reltection of their RAV content. It is not known
whether the base compositions of RAV- and of RSV-RNA differ sig­
nifcantly from each other, and whether a variation in the proportion
@f IAV to RSV i the test material would influence the results of?"3alyses. The base composition of AMV, determined with a micro­
lec iqu b 1. e, ears a most no resemblance to the results obtained with

dc~nvenhonal methods of nucleic acid analysis ( Thorell 1962) This
screpancy b d 5h:. . ·ti may e lue to technical errors. Pending further investiga­
ons of this problem, the base compositions of AMV determined with
convention ] t h ·(B na, techniques deserve to be regarded with more confidence
," et al, 1963b; Trávíek et al, 1964). Table III shows that
ere are obvio di ··.¡] a:. the b

vi: • us similarities in the ase compositions of the three
ruses listed d th thof h anc hat 1ere is no resemblance to the base composition
r ¡" ""A. The previously reported similari ty i the composition
of th d chick cell RNA was probably due to insufficient purification

e virus (Bather, 1957).
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TABLE III
BASE COMPOSITION" OF AVIAN TUMO VIUs RNA AND HOST CELL

3. Ultrastructural Localization of Chemical Components in the Virus
Particle

Electron microscope techniques give information on the localization
of the main chemical components within the virus particle. In vu·us
pellets of RSV xed with potassium permanganate the central core of

sine Adeninc nine Uracil Reference

30.4 29.9 20.5 19.2 Crawford and Crawford
(1961)

the particles is partially digestible with ribonuclease (Epstein, 1958b;
Yamaguchi, 1962). Additional treatment with trypsm still leaves one
of the viral membranes intact; whether this is the inner or outer mem­
brane is not clear from the published electr.on micrographs. Treatment
of the virus particles with papaín leaves only the central core. Deoxyribo­
nuclease has no effect on the appearance of RSV partiles in the electron
microscope. Lípid solvents and phospholipase A destroy the structural
integrity of the virus membranes as well as that of the central core.
A similar effect of lipid solvents is demonstrable with AMV (Bonar
et al., 1963a). These experiments indicate that the central core of the
avian tumor virus particles contains RNA, and that protein is present
in the three major structural components of the virus, the outer and
inner membranes and the central core. The results also suggest that
lipid occurs in ali three structures, although this conclusion needs further
confirmation because of possible nonspecifc effects of lipid solvents and
phospholipase A.

E. Host-Controlled Properties

1. Presence of Host Antigens in Avian Tumor Virus Particles
The outer coat" of avian tumor viruses is derived from the cell mem­

brane. Although this membrane has become altered through the incor­
poration of viral antigens, some of its original properties persist, con­
ferring upon the virus certain traits of the host cell. The primary function
of the host material in the virus envelope appears to be a structural
one, necessary for the architectural integrity of the virus. However,
the host material retains specific characteristics, such as enzyrnic or
antigenic activities which once were connected with distinct tasks in
the host cell. There is no evidence that these specific host properties
become integrated functions of the viral infectious cycle. It seems rather
that they are merely accidental and entirely phenotypical to the virus,
since they can change with different host cells without affecting the
viability of avían tumor viruses.

The presence of host antigens in avían tumor viruses is evident from
the extensive studies of Eckert and co-workers on the antigenic constitu­
tion of AMV (Eckert et al., 1955d). Substances reacting with antiserum
to normal chicken tissue and to Forssman antigen were found to be
inseparable from the virus by differential centrifugation or electrophore­
sis. The precipitation of AMV with antiviral serum from the chicken
results in coprecipitation of the normal chick antigens and Forssman

0 In the present review the term "viral coat" will be used synonymously with
"viral envelope," and "core" will be equivalent to "nucleocapsid."

Ada and Perry (1955)

17.7
16.8
19.3

Trávnfek et al. (1964)

14 Bonar et al. (1963b)

16.1 Robinson and
20. 7 Pitkanen,
20. O unpublished

15 Bather (1957)

20

14 Bather (1957)

20.0 Bonar et al. (1963b)

33 Thorell (1962)
22.5 Bonar, et a!. (1963b)
20.8 Trfvnfek et al. (1964)

34.0
35.3
30.3

38

36.0
31.1
33.1

37

35

33

36.4

21
31.0
29.5

Gua­

18.0
18.5
20.0

20

17.2
21.8
18.7

19

20

20

20.9

27
22.8
22.6

30.3
29.3
30.4

27

22.6

24.2 25.1 28.3 22.4 Robinson and
Pitkanen,
unpublishcd

17
23.6
27.2

Cyto­
Material

• In moles per 100 moles of recovered base.

RNA from chicken 28
leukemic myeloblasts

Chicken leukemic
myeloblasts
Total RNA
Mierosomal RNA
Transfer RNA

Chick cell RNA 28 S 30. 7
18 S 26.4
4 S 28.2

Chicken spleen 29
cytoplasmic RNA

Chicken liver 31
cytoplasmic RNA

Chick embryo RNA

Stra in R erythro­
blastosis

RSV (Bryun high-titer
strain) and RAV

AMV (BAI, strain A)

RSV (Bryan high-titer
strain) and RAV
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antigens of such preparations. It appears reasonabl e to assume that
the host antigen present in avian tumor viruses is derived from the
cell membrane during the process of virus maturation and release.
In this respect it is of interest that influenza virus, which is completed
at the cell surface in a way very similar to that of the avian tumor
viruses, also contains host anti gens (Knight, 1946). While there is general
agreement that host antigens are incorporated in avian tumor virus parti ­
cles, conflicting data exist as to the role of the antigens in the neutraliza­
tion of the virus infectivity by antibody. Earlier reports contain evidence
for, as well as against, the neutralization of RSV by antiserum to normal
chicken tissue ( Gye and Purdy, 1933; Amies and Carr, 1938; Kabat
and Furth, 1941; Barrett, 1941). A more recent investigation of the
problem demonstrates several important differences between the neutral­
ization of RSV by antiviral serum of the chicken and the apparent
neutralization caused by rabbit serum to normal chicken tissue ( Rubín,
1956). The neutralization with anti viral serum <loes not require comple­
ment and the virus-antibody complex is virtually nondissociable by dilu­
tion. The action of normal tissue antibody requires complement and is
dependent on the antibody concentration inoculated into the test animal,
but independent of the antibody concentration with which the virus
is incubated. After penetration into the host cell, virus becomes inaccessi­
ble to the neutralizing action of antiviral antiserum but antiserum to
normal tissues remains active in suppressing the formation of Rous
tumors, even if given 2 days after infection. These observations suggest
that the apparent neutralization of RSV by antisera against normal
chicken tissues is not due to a direct interaction between antibody
and virus but is a consequence of the cytocidal action of antiserum
on host cells. This action seems to affeet primari ly the ability of the
cell to divide and to form a tumor. Additional support for these observa­
tions on RSV and its interaction with antibody against host tissue comes
from the work of Borsos (1958), which demonstrates that antichicken
serum has no neutralizing effect on the ability of RSV to induce hem­
orrhagic lesions in chick embryos. Likewise, no neutralizing activity
by antichicken serum of the ability of RSV to cause hemorrhagie disease
in rats is demonstrable ( Rychlíkova and Svoboda, 1959).

AMV and strain R erythroblastosis virus also show loss of infectivity
after exposure to antibodies against normal chicken serum or against
chicken tissue. AMV infectivity is also reduced by Forssman antiserum
(Eckert et al., 1955d; Beard et al., 1957). However, little information is
available on possible differences between the neutralization of these
avían leukosis viruses by antiviral antibody of the chicken and their re­
action with antiserum to normal tissues. The antigens involved in both

reactions seem to be diflerent; the activity of normal tissue antiserum
can be completely removed by absorption with chicken tissues, whereas
the neutralizing capacity of antiviral antibodies remains unchanged by
such a procedure (Eckert, 1955, quoted by Rubin, 1956). This raises the
question whether an action on the host cell rather than on the virus
is responsible for the neutralization of AMV and of strain R erythro­
blastosis virus by antiserum to normal host tissue. This possibility is
not rigorously excluded by the published experiments. Another explana­
tion for the effect of normal tissue antiserum on avian leukosis viruses
may be found in the frequent inapparent infection of normal chickens
with a naturally occurring avian leukosis virus. Such chickens are likely
to harbor high titers of virus in their tissues, and antiserum against such
material may be expected to contain antibodies against virus-specific anti­
gens. This possibility has been considered by Eckert and co-workers but
was dismissed as unlikely ( Eckert et al., 1955d). It certainly would not
explain the activity of Forssman antibodies against AMV. In consider­
ing the available data on the interaction of avian tumor virus and
antisera to host tissue, one cannot escape the impression that the problem
would greatly proft from a reinvestigation, using tissue culture tech­
niques to determine avian tumor virus infectivity and to control such
important parameters as the concentration of antibody and of comple­
ment. Such an investigation would be aided by the fact that RSV can
be supplied with antigenically different coats ( I-Ianafusa et al., 1964a).
A comparison of RSV having the antigenicity of its natural helper virus,
RAV, and of RSV coated with the antigens of AMV or strain R erythro­
blastosis could be carried out in the same tissue culture system, under
strictly equivalent and comparable conditions.

2. Presence of Host Enzymes in Avian Tumor Virus Particles
AMV obtained from the peripheral blood of chickens diseased with

myeloblastosis contains a triphosphatase which is active with adenosine
triphosphate or inosine triphosphate as substrates ( Mommaerts et al.,
1952, Green and Beard, 1955). This enzyme is firmly associated with
the virus, it sediments together with the virus particles in the ultra­
centrifuge, and it cannot be separated from the virus by electrophoresis
(Sharp et al., 1954; Eckert et al., 1954b). Besides the triphosphatase
a polynucleotide phosphorylase complex can be found in preparations
of AMV (Riman and Thorell, 1960). This enzyme complex is most
active with guanosine diphosphate as substrate but acts also on the
dPhosphates of adenosine, uridine, and cytidine. Toe specific activity,
pressed in liberated inorganic phosphate per mg. nitrogen per unit
time, is only about one tenth that of the triphosphatase. Ultracytochemi-
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cal studies show that AMV acquires the triphosphatase activity from
the cell membrane during the process of virus release (Novikolf et al.,
1962; de Thé et al., 1963a, 1964). Certain host tissues are composed
of cells which have a high adenosinetriphosphatase activity at their
surfaces, for instance, blast cells occurring in the cortex of the thymus,
or myeloblasts in the blood stream of leukemic birds. In cases where
such host cells are the main source of the virus, over 90 of the virus
particles are carriers of triphosphatase activity. The enzyme occurs only
at the externa! surface of the virus, associated with the virus envelope
which is directly derived from the triphosphatase-rich cell membrane.
Since the enzyme activity can also be demonstrated on the surface
of uninfected cells, it is not virus-induced. On the other hand, cells
which do not normally possess adenosinetriphosphatase at their surface
do not develop such a property after infection with AMV. An example
for this is AMV-induced nephroblastomas. AMV produced by such
tumors is largely free of adenosinetriphosphatase (Thorell, 1961). The
lack of the enzyme on the virus is matched by the absence of cyto­
chemically demonstrable triphosphatase activity from the surface of most
nephroblastoma cells ( de Toé et al., 1963b). The erythroblasts circulat­
ing in the peripheral blood during the terminal stages of virus-induced
erythroblastosis are free from cytochemically detectable adenosinetri­
phosphatase activity ( de Toé et al., 1964). Consequently, purifed prep­
arations of virus from the blood of chickens diseased with erythro­
blastosis do not contain the enzyme ( Bonar et al., 1957b) .

F. Antigens of Aian Tumor Viruses

1. Antigenicity of the Viral Envelope and Viral Interrelationships Re­
vealed by the Similarity of Coat Proteins
The envelope of avian tumor viruses contains virus-specific proteins

which are antigenic in the avian host and stimulate the production
of neutralizing antibodies. Fluorescein-conjugated chicken sera of high
neutralizing potency yield a strong staining reaction with avian tumor
virus -infected cells. At least part of the fluorescent antibody staini ng
may therefore represent the same immune r.eaction which leads to neu­
tralization of virus infectivity. However, the correlation between
fluorescent-staining ability and neutralizing potency is not always
perfect. Occasionally, sera may be found which stain virus antigen on
the surface of avían tumor virus-infected cells but fail to exert a neutral­
izing effect on viral infectivity (Vogt, unpublished). Neutralization and
cross-neutralization have long since served to detect relationships be­
tween different strains of avían tumor viruses. The early experiments

of Andrewes (1931, 1933) demonstrate an antigenic relationship between
severa! avían sarcoma viruses. Among the avían leukosis viruses, antibody
against AMV strongly neutralizes strain R erythroblastosis virus; how­
ever, immunological differentiation of the two viruses may be achieved
by specifc precipitation ( Beard et al., 1957). Reciproca! cross-neutraliza­
tion exists between RSV, AMV, RPL 12, and their respective antisera
(Beard, 1957a). A close immunological relationship has also been dem­
onstrated between a field strain of avían leukosis virus and RSV ( Friesen
and Rubin, 1961). In a few instances unilateral cross-neutralization has
been reported. The neutralization of RSV by Fujinami antiserum is
not matched by a cross-reaction between RSV antibody and Fujinami
virus (Andrewes, 1933). Likewise, the neutralization of RSV by erythro­
blastosis antiserum is not mirrored by a reaction between RSV antibody
and erythroblastosis virus ( Beard, 1957a). An explanation for this Iack
of reciprocality in sorne immune cross-reactions between avían tumor
viruses has not yet been found.

RSV itself occurs in severa! strains which can be antigenically differ­
entiated. Toe Harris strain of RSV is only remotely related to the Bryan
RSV; most avían sera prepared against either one or the other do not
neutralize the heterologous virus ( Simons and Dougherty, 1961).
Another strain, RSV (29), is closely related to, but not identical with,
the Bryan RSV ( Simons and Dougherty, 1963). The Schmidt-Ruppin
strain of RSV is also antigenically distinct, showing little similarity to
the Bryan RSV. However, there is sorne cross-neutralization between
Schmi dt-Ruppin RSV and AMV antiserum ( Sarma et al., 1964a). Toe
relationship between AMV and Schmi dt-Ruppin RSV is also borne out
by fluorescent antibody studies, which reveal staining of Schmidt-Ruppin
virus-infected cells with fluorescent AMV antibody (Vogt, unpublished).
These are only a few of the antigenic similarities between avían tumor
viruses reported in the literature. But they suffce to demonstrate a
network of antigenic cross-relationships which strengthens the concept
that all avian tumor viruses are members of one group of pathogens.
. The study of antigenic relationships between avían tumor viruses
is complicated by a steady increase in the number of virus strains,
and by the finding of antigenic heterogeneity in several strains previously
thought to be pure. Immunological heterogeneity has been demonstrated
in the Bryan high titer strain of RSV, which consists of at least three
antigenic variants (Hanafusa, 1965; Vogt, 1965). Similar antigenic
heterogeneity has been found in the Bryan standard strain and the
Schmidt-Ruppin strain of RSV as well as in AMV (Ishizali and Vogt,
unpublished). Such results underline the necessity for cloning of the
rus strains prior to any immunological comparisons. One might expeet
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that sorne of the reported immunological relationships will be traced
back to the presence of sorne ubiquitous avian leukosis virus inadvert­
ently included in avian tumor virus stocks during passage in naturally
infected chickens. In future work strain differences, rather than simi­
larities, may therefore become more prominent. Ultimately, antigenic
relationships between avian tumor viruses wil] have to be expressed in
quantitative terms. This will be greatly simplifed by the possibility of
wrapping defective RSV in any avían tumor virus coat and thus using the
accurate RSV focus assay for neutralization tests of the noneytopathie
avían tumor viruses (Hanafusa et al., 1964a).

2. Avian Tumor Virus Antigenicity in Mammals
Syrian hamsters or guinea pigs bearing a sarcoma induced by the

Schmidt-Ruppin strain of Rous sarcoma virus develop complement-fxing
antibodies which are specifc for an antigen present in the mammalian
Rous sarcoma ( Huebner et al., 1963). The same, or a closely related
antigen, can also be found in tissue cultures infected with any of several
other avían tumor viruses, including Bryan RSV, erythroblastosis virus,
RPL 12, and feld strains of avian leukosis virus ( Huebner et al., 1964;
Armstrong et al., 1964). Most of the antigen is not sedimentable at
centrifuga! speeds sufficient to spin down intact avían tumor virus, and
must therefore be smaller than complete virus. However, some antigenic
activity is found in virus pellets, indicating that the complement-fixing
antigen may be part of the avían tumor virus particle. The location
of the antigen in the virus particle is not known with certainty, but
circumstantial evidence suggests that it is part of the viral core. The
antigen-containing hamster rumor cells are free of complete RSV, and
the complement-fixing mammalian antibodies fail to neutralize RSV.
The complement-fixing antigen found in avian tumor virus-infected cells
appears to be group, rather than strain, specific. No antigenic differences
between various strains of avían tumor virus have been seen in comple­
ment fixation tests. The existence of such a group-specifc avian tumor
virus antigen lends further justification for combining all avian tumor
viruses in one category. Mammalian complement-fixing antibodies against
the avian tumor virus group-specifc antigen are of diagnostic value and
permit the rapid detection of inapparent avian tumor virus infections
( Sarma et al., 1964b). Another technique of producing complement­
fixing antibodies against RSV is the injection of a virus-adjuvant mixture
into rabbits (Fink, 1964). The viral antigens involved in this reaction
have not been identifed.

Antigens stimulating the production of complement-fixing antibodies
in rabbits have also been found after treatment of AMV with Tween

80 and ether or with sodium laurylsulfate ( Eckert et al., 1964a,b).
The size of the antigen recovered from AMV preparations by Tween­
ether treatment is about 3 S, and its densi ty 1.06. The antigenic material
obtained from AMV by degradations with sodium laurylsulfate is of
similar size, but can be separated into two components having densities
of 1.26 and 133, respectively. After absorption with normal chicken
tissue, antiserum against the Tween-ether-prepared material fxes com­
plement with the homologous antigens as well as with two antigenic
components obtained from AMV by sodium laurylsulfate treatment. Only
one of these components ( density 1.26) gives complement fixation with
antiserum against sodium laurylsulfate-split AMV. The antigens obtained
from AMV preparations by Tween-ether or sodium laurylsulfate extrac­
tion appear to be components of complete AMV particles, since rabbit
antibodies prepared against the split produets react also with intact
virus. This reaction may be largely blocked by preincubation of the
virus preparations with AMV-neutralizing antibody obtained from the
chicken. The blocking effect suggests that chicken and rabbit antisera
contain antibodies directed against similar or identical viral antigens.
Whether or not these antigens are involved in the neutralization reaction
and are located at the viral surface remains to be determined in future
tests. The physical data on the viral split products suggest a consider­
able residual complexity of the material, and it is possible that they
contain interna! as well as externa! viral antigens.

G. Criteria for Avian Tumor Virus Classification

Sorne of the most obvious differences among avian tumor viruses
are revealed by the various neoplastic responses elicited in the avian
host by different virus strains. Most avian tumor viruses are capable
of inducing several distinct neoplastic diseases, but under a given set
of conditions one particular response usually prevails. In this sense it
is justifiable to use descriptive terms like myeloblastosis virus, erythro­
blastosis virus, or lymphomatosis virus. However, the oncogenic spectra
of all thoroughly studied strains are broad, and considerable overlaps
are encountered. Visceral lymphomatosis, for instance, may result from
infection by either one of severa] distinct strains of avian tumor viruses,
for example, AMV, RPL 12, strain R erythroblastosis virus, or even
RSV (Beard, 1962; Burmester et al., 1959a,b; Burmester and Walter
961). For this reason the descriptive terminology based on symptoms
found in the avian host is inaccurate and can be misleading ( Beard,
1963b). Whether all this multiplicity of carcinogenic effeets exerted
~y singl~ strains of avían tumor virus is attributable to the pluripotency
f genetically homogeneous virus, or whether the heterogeneity found
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in many strains of avian tumor virus contributes to the broadness of
the oncogenic spectrum, can only be decided after critical experiments
with cloned virus have been carried out. This cloning must be based
on the isolation of viral progeny from single lesions produced by a single
virus. Limiting dilution teclmiques are of doubtful reliability. Even such
cloning experiments, however, will not obviate the necessity for a system
of avian tumor virus classification which is not entirely dependent on
host response. Sorne criteria which may be useful in such a system
of classification are discussed in the following paragraph.

Abundant experience with antibody neutralization and the fluorescent
antibody staining of avian tumor viruses indicates that these two reac­
tions based on the antigenicity of the viral coat revea! strain differences
most readily. The specifeity of these reactions will doubtlessly be en­
hanced by the use of cloned virus as antigen. Besides antigenicity,
there are two other known properties of the viral coat, namely, host
range and interference patterns ( see Sections IV,C,2 and 3). Judged
by present methods of testing, these properties appear to respond much
less to small differences between antigenically closely related strains
(Vogt, unpublished). It is therefore possible to make a frst crude classi­
fication of any avian tumor virus by determining its host range on
various genetic lines of chicken cells or its ability to interfere with
prototype strains of RSV. An exact classification can then be accom­
plished by differential neutralization or Huorescent antibody staining.
In the case of defective RSV, classification is more complicated. Since
the envelope of this virus must be supplied by an associated avian
tumor virus ( see Section IV,B,2), a characterization of the virus envelope
merely serves to name the helper. For an unequivocal identifcation of
such defective RSV the use of coat-independent markers is mandatory,
in addition to a characterization of the helper virus. Unfortunately,
not many such coat-independent properties have been recognized yet.
Sorne will be discussed in Section IV,D.

III. CHARACTERISTICS Or VIRUS SYNTHESIS AND RELEASE

A. Rous Sarcoma Virus (RSV)

1. Measurement of Infectivity
The infectivity of RSV preparations can be assayed in the avian

organism using subcutaneous inoculation in the wing web of young
adult chickens. Virus titers are estimated from the latent penod of
tumor induction or by an end-point technique. There are extensive
studies on the characteristics of these assay methods and on the condi­

tions under which they yield reliable results (Bryan, 1946, 1954, 1955).
RSV can also be assayed by tumor formation on the chorioallantoic mem­
brane of the developing chick embryo. There is a linear correlation be­
tween the concentration of RSV in the inoculum and the number of
tumors produced (Keogh, 1938). The direct proportionality between
tumor counts and virus concentration implies that one RSV particle is
sufficient to cause a tumor ( Rubín, 1955, 1957; Edlinger, 1959). The assay
of RSV on the chorioallantoic membrane is complicated by a large var­
iability in the tumor counts and by the existence of embryos which are
resistant to even the highest doses of virus ( Rubin, 1955; Groupé et al.,
1957; Prince, 1958a; Vigier, 1959; Dougherty and Simons, 1962; Vrba,
1963). In a survey of severa! chicken lines the fraction of these "non­
reactors" was found to vary from 5 to 75 of the inoculated embryos
(Prince, 1958b). The failure of certain chick embryos to respond to RSV
inoculation is due to a genetically determined host resistance against the
virus inoculum (Prince, 1958b, Bower, 1962). Nonresponsiveness to in­
oculation with RSV could also arise from congenital infection of the
embryo with a field strain of avian leukosis virus. A virus-induced re­
sistance of this kind can be demonstrated in tissue cultures derived from
embryos which had been congenitally infected with an avian Ieukosis
virus. The resistance is also found in young chickens inoculated with
RAV during embryonic life (Rubin, 1960a, 1962a). There is no reason to
doubt that such viral interference would also influence the RSV assays on
the chorioallantoic membrane and contribute to the high variability en­
countered with this method. The in vivo techniques for the assay
of RSV have gone almost out of use in recent years. The requirements
for large numbers of birds to be kept under observation for extended
]"Ods of time and the i suffcient control over important factors i ­
,cing the outcome of the assay make these procedures inadequate
r the quantitative investigat ion of virus-cell interactions.
Most difRculties of the in vivo methods are eliminated by the tissue

"U' re assay of RSV. I cultures of chicken Rbroblasts RSV induces
elo~15tínct morphological change of the infected cells. The normally
sar gated and Hattened fibroblasts become spherical and refractile
,"Pa cells (Manaker and Groupé, 1956). This virus-induced
antormation of chick embryo cells is the basis for the quantitat

assay of RSV . u (Te tive
of p¡, n vitro emin and Rubin, 1958). Low multiplicities
Thm ection result m the formation of distinct foci of transformed II
,,, "her of dese fots dretty proportonal to he viras son,
t n the moculum. A single particle of RSV is therefore suffi · t
0 cause a f ..., cien
b · ocus in tissue culture. It should be pointed out that th;as1e relati 5h. : ¡I fe 1a 1is1onship is a so ound with defective strains of RSV Th d f. • e e ec-
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tiveness does not impair the ability of RSV to bring about cellular
transformation in infected fibroblasts. A single particle of defective RSV
is still capable of initi ating a focus. Only the maturation of virus
progeny requires the cooperation of a second virus in the case of defec­
tive RSV. Since the focus technique is based on the ability of RSV
to transform the cell and not on the ability to produce virus progeny,
defectiveness does not affect the validity of the assay procedure. RSV
foci can be counted 011 the seventh day after infection with an inverted
microscope using a low magnifcation. Macroscopically identifable foci
are obtained by extending the incubation time ( Dougherty and Simons,
1962), by increasing the incubation temperature and repeated feeding
of the assay cultures (Adams and Groupé, 1963), or by differential
staining with pyronin and azure B (Siminoff and Reed, 1963). The
assay of Rous sarcoma cells by the focus technique is somewhat more
complicated and a correct interpretation became only possible after
the basic parameters of RSV multiplication in chick fibroblasts had
been established ( Rubín, 1960b). The number of cells registering as
infectious centers after exposure to RSV increases linearly with the
virus concentration, but only up to a leve! of 1 to 10 of the cell
population. At this point a ceiling is reached and further increases
in the virus concentration do not result in a higher proportion of in­
fectious centers. This ceiling is always observed when plating for infec­
tive centers is carried out shortly after infection. It is due to the fact
that freshly infected cells have a low probability to initiate a focus
on the assay culture. This ineffciency of the infective center assay has
two causes: (1) Cells plated shortly after infection are still in their
latent period and will release virus or become transformed only after
a delay which may vary from cell to cell. ( 2) The assay cultures lose
their competence to support focus formation on about the second day
after preparation. The delay of virus release and transformation and
the concurrent decrease of competence in the assay cultures act
synergistically to lower the fraction of infected cells initiating a Rous
sarcoma focus. However, the efficiency of the infective center assay
can be considerably increased by postponing the plating of the cells
for one or more days after infection. Infected cells have then reached
a stage where virus release and transformation may be coincident with
the time of plating, i.e., with the period of maximum competence_ of
the assay cultures. Under these conditions most cells exposed to a high
dose of RSV will show up as infective centers, indicating that the ma­
jority of (if not all ) cells in such a culture can be infected with a
single dose 6F RSV. The same factors which cause the inefficiency of
the infective center assay also affect the assay of free virus by the

focus technique. It can be estimated that about 1 in 10 RSV infections
is recorded by the focus assay as it is commonly carried out (Rubin,
1960b). This estimate is also supported by tissue culture assays of RSV
in which sensitive end-point techniques are used involving severa! trans­
fers of the assay cultures in arder to detect single infectious units
(Vogt, 1964).

These data on the inefciency of the RSV focus assay are of im­
portance for the interpretation of the particle to infectious unit ratio.
In RSV-infected cultures the ratio of avían tumor virus particles to
focus-forming units is 750 ( Crawford and Crawford, 1961). However,
from 60 to 90% of the particles produced by such a cultm • R _. t d . ( RAV) hi re are ousassocia e virus 1, which cannot be distinguished morphologically
from RSV. The number of RSV particles per focus-forming unit is there­
fore much smaller, it lies in the arder of 75 to 200. Talig · t. m m o account
the _above-menti_oned inefficiency of the focus assay and some loss of
particles due to incomplete adsorption of the inoculum, one can conclude
that about I in 5 to l in 15 RSV particles obtained from tissue culture
fluid is potentially infectious.

2. Kinetics of Virus Growth and Maturation

Some of the basic characteristics of RSV growth are evident from
studies using in vivo systems. RSV placed on the chorioallantoic mem­
brane penetrates into susceptible ectodermal cells and becomes inac­
cessible to neutralizing antibody within 3 hours after infection (Harris,
1954; Rubin, 1956). Virus entry into the host cell is followed by an
eclipse period of approximately 15 hours during which less than 1%
of the input infectivity is recoverable by grinding up infected mem­
~ranes. _The e~d of th_e eclipse is marked by the reappearance of newly
ynthesized virus which then increases rapidly until 6 days (Prince
1958c) Vir I f · f d · · ' '• us re.ease rom m ecte cells is continuous extending over
Polonged periods of time. I a population of Rous sarcoma cells an
quilibrium between virus production and heat inactivation of the virus
ecomes established. This results in a constant ratio of infectious virusge number of cells ( Rubin, 1955, 1957). More detailed information on

t 1e Ir J' · f
(
Vi ~u 1P icahon ,º RSV comes from the use of tissue culture systems

gier and Goldé, 1959; Temm and Rubin 1959· Prince 1960· Vogt
and Rubi. " " "°. u m, 1961; Goldé and Vigier, 1961). Under conditions of high
mult J' · · f · f, Uplicities of infection the main features of RSV growth are as fol­
"" Chick fibrobl asts eclipse RSV very rapidly; 1 hour after infection

% of the cell-associated inoculum has disappeared. New virus synthesis
can be demonstrated at 12 to I4 hours and is followed by an exponential
rise of free and cell-associated virus, This rise is due to an increase
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in the number of cells entering the state of virus synthesis as well
as to an increase in the rate of virus synthesis per individual cell.
The increment in the rate of virus production per infected cell is about
100-fold, occurring between 4 hours and 4 days. The fraction of cells
actively releasing virus is very small at 24 hours but increases to include
most cells by 3 to 4 days. This scatter in the onset of virus release
by individual cells indicates an asynchrony in virus synthesis rather
than in virus release, since there is no retention of completed virus
in Rous sarcoma cells. Because of this asynchrony the latent period
differs from cell to cell. The time at which 63% of the infected cells
have entered the state of virus synthesis is 25 hours after infection.
At about the third day after infection the rise of virus titers levels
off, indicating that an equilibrium is reached between the rate of virus
production and the rate of thermal inactivation of the released virus.
The ratio of focus-forming units to cells at this stage ranges from l
to 10. An actual decline of virus titers may occur from day 5 on, due
to exhaustion of the culture medium. However, the events of virus
multiplication do not seriously impair the reproductive capacity of the
infected cell; Rous sarcoma cells can release virus and divide.

During the ascending part of the growth curve the amount of free
virus exceeds that of cell-associated virus. More than 90% of the cell­
associated virus is located at the outer cell surface and can be either
removed from intact cells by treatment with trypsin or neutralized
with specific immune serum. Even the small proportion of cell-associated
RSV which is inaccessible to trypsin and antibody may not be intra­
cellular, but merely sheltered in cytoplasmic vacuoles. From this true
ratio of extracellular to intracellular virus obtained during the ascending
part of the growth curve, the release time of RSV can be determined
according to a formula published by Rubín et al. ( 1955). The release
time is defned as the time which elapses from the completion of the
virus until its appearance outside the cell. For RSV this interval is _3
minutes or less. This short release time strongly suggests that RSV is
completed near the cell surface and gains its infectivity only during the
process of leaving the cell. Under these circumstances the process of
maturation becomes synonymous with that of virus release.

3. Light Microscopic Obseruations
Completion of RSV at the cell membrane is also strongly suggested

by studies with fluorescent antibody. Viral antigen becomes first de­
tectable 24 hours after infection of a chick fibroblast culture. It occurs
then in the form of small granules at the external cell surface (Vogt
and Luylx, 1963). This prcdominance of the cell membrane as a site
for viral antigen continues through the entire growth cyele. As the

infection advances, the small granules of viral antigen enlarge and
coalesce to cover a signifcant portion of the cell surface. Concurrently
with the rounding of the infected cells, viral material may become de­
tached from the cell surface (Vogt and Rubin, 1961). A similar
course of events has been observed in RSV-infected turkey cells (Bergs
and Groupé, 1962a). The involvement of the cell periphery in RSV
production is also evident from observations on sarcomas growing in the
avían host ( Mellors and Munroe, 1960). The viral subunits which are
assembled at the cell surface into complete virus appear to be syn­
thesized throughout the cytoplasm. Especially during the advanced
stages of infection the cytoplasmic location of viral antigen is conspicuous
(Mellors and Munroe, 1960; Malmgren et al., 1960; Noyes, 1960; Vogt
and Rubín, 1961). The nuclei of Rous sarcoma cells in tissue culture
are free of viral antigen. In specimens from chicken sarcomas specife
fluorescence can occasionally be seen at this cellular site ( Mellors and
Munroe, 1960; Malmgren et al., 1960). The significan ce of these rare
antigen-containing nuclei is not clear and the question of nuclear partici­
pation in RSV synthesis should be carefully reinvestigated.

As will be discussed in another context later, the immunochemical
staining characteristics of Rous sarcoma cells are not controlled by
RSV itself, but by a second avían tumor virus which directs the comple­
tion of RSV synthesis. Nevertheless, observations made with the
fluorescent antibody technique are truly relevant to the problem of
RSV synthesis, as RSV adopts the antigenic coat of the second avían
tumor virus participating in the infectious cycle.

RSV induces distinct cytological alterations in the infected cell
(Halberstaedter et al., 1941; Lo et al., 1955; Moses and Kohn, 1963).
Most prominent at low magnifications is the change in cell morphology
from the normal spindle-shaped fibroblast to a rounded, refractile Rous
sarcoma cell ( Manaker and Groupé, 1956). The morphology of the trans­
formed cell is to a certain extent controlled by the infecting virus
(Temin, 1960; Dougherty et al., 1963; Purchase and Okazali, 1964).
Temin has desoribed two mutants of RSV which affect the shape of
the mfected cell differently. The more common one, termed "morph r,"
causes the familiar rounding of the fibroblast. Infection with the
other one, designated as "morph f," leaves the host cell elongated but
"duces a marked refractility (Temin, 1960). The transforming activity
f RSV in tissue culture is not restricted to fbroblasts. Upon infectuon
"h RSV epi thelial cells become transformed in a similar way as do
broblastic cells. A beautiful example of such epithelial transformation

may be found in the chick embryo iris culture studies by Ephrus ·
and Temin (1960). ssi

As fbroblasts in tissue culture become transformed by RSV tl
, ney
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acquire the ability to grow in several layers, whereas the growth of
normal fibroblasts is largely restricted to monolayers by the action of
contact inhibition (Temin and Rubin, 1958; Abercrombie and Heaysman,
1953, 1954; Rubin, 196lb). Direct inspection as well as cinematographic
studies suggest that Rous sarcoma cells are not subject to contact inhi­
bition ( Dougherty and Trevan, 1963). It appears that thi s lack of
contact inlúbition in the locomotory behavior of Rous sarcoma cells is
so obvious to even the casual observer that no quantitative study on this
phenomenon has yet been made. However, the extent of cell-clustering
in Rous sarcoma foci is not invariable, it depends on the genetic consti­
tution of the virus as well as on environmental conditions. Compared
to the Bryan high-titer strain, the Schmidt-Ruppin strain of RSV causes
only little piling up of the infected cells. Foci formed after infection
with the Bryan high-titer strain have a distinct, sharp border, whereas
foei induced by the Schmidt-Ruppin strain are diffuse, with normal­
appearing and transformed cells interdispersed. It is clear from such
observations that the extent to which contact inhibition is lost and
abnormal mobility is gained may vary considerably with Rous sarcoma
cells transformed by different virus strains. The importance of environ­
mental conditions for the RSV-induced cellular transformation is most
clearly demonstrated by the effect of fetal calf serum on the process
of transformation. If such serum is incorporated in the nutrient agar
used to overlay RSV-infected cultures focus formation by low multi­
plicities of RSV will be suppressed. At the same time, the rate of
virus synthesis remains comparable to that of the controls or IS even
increased (Rubin, 1960d). These marked influences of genetic and en­
vironmental factors on RSV-mediated transformation and loss of contact
inhibition call for quantitative investigations using the techniques de­
veloped by Abererombie and Heaysman (1954) for the analysis of the
cellular locomotory behavior of RSV infected cells. The signifcance
of unrestricted mobility of a malignant cell for its invasiveness has
been convincingly pointed out in a recent review and requires no addi­
tional comment ( Abercrombie and Ambrose, 1962). The reason for the
lack of contact inhibition in the locomotion of Rous sarcoma cells IS

not clear. Since contact inhibition is mediated through cell surface prop­
erties (Aberrombie and Ambrose, 1958) the coating of the cell with
viral antigen offers itself as a possible explanation for the failure o
cell contacts to restrict cellular movements (Vogt and Rubin, 1961,
1962. Rubín 1961b). However this explanation must be rejected for

> • d ·iththe following reasons: ( 1) RSV-infected cells become covere WI

viral antigen also in the presence of fetal calf serum, when cellular
transformation is suppressed (Vogt, unpublished observations). (2) In

infections with avían leukosis virus a similar accumulation of viral antigen
occurs at the cell surface without being accompanied by a comparable
loss of contact inhibition ( Rubin and Vogt, 1962; Vogt and Rubín, 1963).
(3) Nonproducing Rous sarcoma cells, infected with RSV but not
with a helper virus, are transformed and show a pronounced tendency
to cluster in the absence of any viral antigen at their surfaces (Vogt,
1964). It appears, therefore, that the coating of Rous sarcoma cells
with viral antigen is neither required nor suffcient for the Ioss of contact
inhibition. Another property of Rous sarcoma cells may have profound
effects on the cell surface and may thus influence the cellular locomotory
behavior. This is the secretion of acid mucopolysaccharides ( Erichsen
et al.; 1961, Grossfeld, 1962). The occurrence of these substances at
the cell surface may also account for the drastically lowered adhesion
of Rous sarcoma cells to glass or plastic and to each other as well
as to normal neighboring cells. Initial information on a possible link
between the appearance of acid mucopolysaccharides and the loss of
contact inhibition could be gained by testing for mucopolysaccharide
secretion under various conditions of virus production and virus-in­
duced transformation. If mucopolysaccharides were of significance for
the loss of contact inhibition one should expect an increased synthesis
of this material in nonproducing Rous sarcoma cultures despite the
absence of complete virus formation. In contrast, RSV-producing cells
which fail to transform in the presence of fetal calf serum should show
mucopolysaccharide levels which are not significantly elevated over
those of the control. Another outstanding cytological feature of RSV­
mfected fibroblasts is their basophilia, probably representing aberrant
RNA synthesis (Goldé, 1959; Rubin, 1960b; Hampton and Eidinoff,
1962). The basophi lic material is often found in a well-defined para­
nuclear zone, a cellular location which also contains high concentration
of viral antigen (Vogt and Rubin, 1961).

4. Electron Microscopy of RSV Infection

When thinly spread Rous sarcoma cells are examined as whole cell
mounts with the electron microscope, viral partil es of about 100 m,
diameter are readily demonstrable at the periphery and on the surface
of the cells ( Claude et al., 1947; Epstein, 1956). By obtaining sequential
fluorescence and electron micrographs from the same cell, it can be
shown that the viral particles at the cell surface bind specific RSV
antibody. These particles are therefore identifed as RSV (Vogt and
Luykx, 1963). The technique of using whole mounts of thinly spread
fbroblasts for electron microscopy allows the rapid scanning of many
cells for the presence of viral particles at their surface, but it does
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not provide information on the fine structural aspects of the virus and
its association with the cell. The morphological details of the cell-virus
relationship are revealed by the study of thin-sectioned Rous sarcoma
cells with the electron microscope (Gaylord, 1955; Epstein, 1957a,b;
Bernhard et al., 1956; Haguenau et al., 1958, 1960; Nishiumi et al., 1961).
In material obtained from chicken sarcomas the paucity of virus particles
is striking. However, the number of such particles seen in thin sections
of tumor samples roughly corresponds to the infectivity of the particular
tumor. Cells infected with RSV in vitro usually present no difficulty
in demonstrating RSV particles. Complete virus particles which have
the size and structure discussed in Section II,B occur at two cellular
sites: at the cell surface and inside cytoplasmic vacuoles. Frequently,
the cytoplasm also shows a marked hypertrophy of the endoplasmic
reticulum. It seems possible that these areas of densely packed lamellae
correspond to the basophilic zones observed with the light microscope
and to the cytoplasmi c centers of viral antigen synthesis seen after
fluorescent antibody staining. The cytoplasm of Rous sarcoma cells
is remarkably free of structures which could be interpreted as incomplete
assembly stages of the virus. In an occasional cell granules of the approx­
imate size of the viral nucleoid plus the inner membrane can be seen.
The granules are less electron dense than the nucleoids of mature virus
particles and appear to be surrounded by ribosomes. At present the
relationship of these structures to the process of virus synthesis is not
known. In the earlier electron microscopic investigations support for
the completion of RSV at the cell surface was only circumstantial.
It consisted of the close association between structurally complete
virus and the cell membrane and the absence of such virus particles
from the interior of the cell. Only recently has the actual process of
virus completion and release been seen in electron micrographs
(Heine et al., 1962a; Haguenau et al., 1962). Virus particles emerge as
buds from the cell membrane and a constriction forming at the base of
the bud effects the separation of the virus from the cytoplasm. Completed
virus particles have a tendency to remain attached to the cell surface and
may accumulate at this site to form clusters of several hundred particles.
It is conceivable that this accumulation of released virus at the cell
surface is at least in part caused by the secretion of viscous muco­
polysaccharides from the Rous sarcoma cell.

A highly conspicuous but very little understood morphological feature
of Rous sarcoma cells is the enlargement of the nucleolus (Bemhard,
1958; Haguenau et al., 1961). Infection with other avian tumor viruses
does not induce such a drastic increase in the nucleolar size. Hyper­
trophy of the nucleolus is commonly found in neoplastic cells (Bern­

hard, 1958) and the nucleolar changes seen in Rous sarcoma cells may
therefore be primarily connected to viral carcinogenesis rather than to
virus multiplication.

5. Biochemical Events in RSV Multiplication

As has been pointed out in a previous section of this review, bio­
chemical studies of virus multiplication are greatly facilitated by the
existence of a rapid and effcient purifcation technique, applicable to
tissue culture-grown virus, viral protein, or viral RNA. Severa! impor­
tant problems, such as the fate of labeled virus after entry in the cell,
the source of building blocks used in the synthesis of viral macromole­
cules, or any comparison of nucleic acid base composition involving
the viral RNA require such purification procedures. In the Rous sarcoma
system these methods are still far from perfect and experiments which
include virus purification have therefore been comparatively rare
(Temin, 1964a,b). A more indirect analysis of biochemical events dur­
ing RSV synthesis can be carried out with the aid of various substances
interfering with nucleic acid metabolism ( Fairman, 1959; Rich et al.,
1960, 1962; Goldé and Vigier, 1963; Eidinoff et al., 1963; Bather, 1963;
Temin, 1963b, 1964b; Bader, 1964 and private communication; Vigier and
Goldé, 1964a,b; Force and Stewart, 1964). These experiments indicate
that RSV infection can be divided into at least two stages with regard to
nucleic acid replication and function. The initiation of RSV infection
appears to require both functionally intact DNA as well as actual DNA
synthesis. The requirement for funetional DNA, acting as a template
in RNA synthesis, is suggested by the effect of actinomycin D on RSV
infection. Low concentrations of this antibiotic, given early in infection,
strongly and irreversibly inhibit the production of RSV. A need for DNA
synthesis in the early phases of RSV infection ( the frst 48 hours)
may be deduced from the inhibitory effect exerted on RSV growth
by antagonists of DNA synthesis. These antagonists are: amethopterin,
fluorodeoxyuridine, 5-fluorouracil, bromo- and iododeoxyuridine, mito­
myein C, and cytosine arabinoside.

After RSV infection is established, nucleic acid antagonists cause a
different pattern of inhibition. DNA synthesis does not seem to be
necessary for the continuous production of RSV by Rous sarcoma cells.
The unimportance of DNA synthesis during the advanced stages of
infection is indicated by the observation that antagonists of DNA
synthesis such as amethopterin, cytosine arabinoside, mitomyein C,
ó-fluorouraoil, or fluorodeoxyuridine do not interfere with RSV syn­
thesis when given after the onset of virus production. However, RSV
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synthesis appears to retain a requirement for DNA function even in es­
tablished Rous sarcoma cells as suggested by the inhibitory effect of ac­
tinomyein D on RSV production under these conditions. The effet of
actinomycin D on the continuation of RSV synthesis is quantitatively
different from that on the initiation of RSV infection. Higher concentra­
tions of actinomycin are required to interrupt RSV synthesis than are
necessary to prevent it.

The interpretation of these findings with nucleic acid antagonists
leaves much room for speculation. The effeet of actinomycin D on the
early stages of RSV infection is generally assumed to result from the
interaction between inhibitor and host-cell DNA. It is then concluded
that the participation of host-cell DNA is required in sorne early phase
of RSV synthesis, possibly to code for an enzyme which uncoats the
viral RNA (Vigier and Goldé, 1964b ). The requirement of DNA syn­
thesis, or a process intimately linked to DNA synthesis, appears to be
supported by the finding of comparable effects with a variety of in­
hibitors. Experiments using any one of these DNA inhibitors alone
would allow a range of different explanations not necessarily in­
volving DNA synthesis. Several of the inhibitors used have been
shown to be pleiotropic, causing symptoms which are not ex­
plicable by their mechanisms of action as DNA antagonists. How­
ever, the fact that severa! of these antagonists, having different
mechanisms of action, influence RSV infection in a similar. way suggests
that they all act on the same target, namely, DNA synthesis. This con­
clusion is strengthened by the finding that the suppression of avian
tumor virus growth by inhibitors of DNA synthesis can be prevented
by adding metabolites which specifcally abolish the effect of the
antagonist on DNA synthesis. Thus, addition of thymidine to the cul­
tures prevents the inhibition of RSV and of RAV synthesis by bromo­
deoxyuridine, iododeoxyuridine, fluorodeoxyuridine, and amethopterin.
Cytosine arabinoside has no effect on avian tumor virus growth in cul­
tures which have been supplied with deoxycytidine (Bader, personal
communication). This apparent need for DNA synthesis during infection
with an RNA virus has so far only been found in the avian tumor virus
group. The infectious cycle of other RNA viruses may depend on DNA
function, but not on DNA synthesis ( Barry et al., 1962; Kingsbury, 1962;
Rott and Scholtissek, 1964; Buthala, 1964). A noteworthy result is the
failure to detect any differences in the sensitivity to DNA antagonists
between RSV and RAV ( Bader, personal communication). The findings
with inhibitors can therefore not be called upon to explain the high
effciency with which RSV induces a malignant transformation or to
support a hypothetical genetic interaction between RSV and cell
genome.

The import ance of DNA synthesis for the initiation of RSV growth
has been taken to mean that the genetic message of RSV is transcribed
to DNA and that this RNA-generated DNA serves as a template for
the synthesis of new viral RNA (Temin, 1964b). Evidence for this
proposal is tenuous. The production of the viral DNA template would
presumably be suppressed by antagonists of DNA synthesis and actino­
myein D would prevent the new viral DNA from priming RNA synthesis.
In accordance with this view are tests which have failed to turn up
evidence for viral RNA synthesis in actinomycin-treated Rous sarcoma
cells. However, the_ same tests have also failed to provide a basis for
the rigorous exclusion of such synthesis (Temi, 1964b). Even in un­
treated Rous sarcoma cells the amount of viral RNA produced is so
small that it does not change the fingerprint pattern of the cellular
RNA (Delihas and Evans, 1963). The postulate of a viral DNA in
Rous sarcoma cells leads one to expect that RSV-RNA should specifcally
hybridize with single-stranded DNA obtained from Rous sarcoma cells,
but not with DNA from normal chicken fibroblasts. A recent report
suggests that such RNase-resistant hybrids of Rous celI DNA and RSV­
RNA mightbe found (Temin, 1964a). The experimental data supporting
the formation of these RNA-DNA hybrids are, however, still debatable,
and much further work will be required before this question can be
considered solved.

The metabolic characteristics of Rous sarcoma cells differ in severa]
respects from those of normal chicken cells, either of the chorioallantoic
membrane or of chick embryo cell cultures. Rous sarcoma cells show
an increased utilization of glucose, higher activities of glycolytic
enzymes, and an increased lactate production ( Levine et al 1960. 1961
1962· A h ., ' ', s more et al., 196l; Weber et al., 1961). Amino acids become
acumulated in Rous sarcoma cells at faster rates and the activity of
mino acid-activating enzymes as well as the rate of incorporation of

amino acids into proteins are increased over the values of control cells
(Wagle et al., 1961, 1963; Love et al., 1964). Changes in the nucleic acid
metabolism are indicated by autoradiographic studies. Nucleolar RNA
shows a faster rate of labeling in Rous sarcoma cells than in uninfeeted
chick fbroblasts, and thymidine incorporation into DNA is enhanced","","y (Hampton ad Eidino, 19o2). 1 agreemet with cytological

ngs, the amount of RNA per cell increases concurrently with the
~nset of virus-induced transformation. Similar increments have been
Remonstrated for the amount of protein per cell. The amount of DNA in

Ous sarcoma cells shows no significant increase over that of normal
cells ( Go]dé, 1962). These alterations in metabolic activities are not
sprific properties of Rous sarcoma cells, but are also found in neoplastic
ce Is of a wide variety of different etiologies ( Burk, et al., 1941). The



324 PETER K. VOGT AVIAN TUMOR VIRUSES 325

magnitudes of the changes are too large to be understandable on the
basis of virus synthesis alone. They appear to reflect largely the neoplastic
nature of Rous sarcoma cells. In this respect it would be of interest to
study the metabolism of Rous sarcoma cells which are not engaged in
virus production, such as the nonproducer cells arising from solitary in­
fection with the Bryan high-titer strain of RSV or mammalian Rous
sarcoma cells which usually fail to produce virus.

B. Aian Myeloblastosis Virus BAI Strain A (AMV)

1. Titration of AMV

There exist no less than six different methods far the titration of
AMV. One may therefore justly suspect that none of them meets fully
all requirements of a convenient quantitative assay technique. The use­
fulness of the various procedures varies greatly in different situations
and it is therefore necessary to discuss advantages and shortcomings.

a. Infectivity Measurements in the Chicken. Severa] different kinds
of dose responses can be used to assay AMV in 3-day-old chickens.
Linear relationships have been observed between the logarithm of virus
dose and the reciproca! of the latent period and between the logarithm
of the virus dose and the incidence of positive responses expressed
in probit units (Eckert et a.l., 1951). A more satisfactory relationship
for quantitative purposes is that between the logarithm of the virus
dose and the median logarithm of the latent period. This relationship
is also linear and allows infectivity titrations which may be expected
to lie between ±35 of the true value ( Eckert et al., 1954a). It should
be pointed out, however, that this precision is only reached by using
chickens of high and uniform susceptibil ity to AMV. Even then the
method cannot be employed with low doses of virus, because under
these conditions the latent period may be unduly extended, probably
by the onset of an immune response in the chicken. The decisive draw­
backs of this assay method are practica! ones. For example, 80 to 250
chickens are needed to titrate a single virus sample. An average of
10 blood smears per chicken must be made during the course of the
experiment to determine the latent period. For these reasons most labora­
tories will find this technique unsuited far the routine titration of even
a modest number of virus samples. .,

b. Adenosinetriphosphatase as an Estimate of the Number of Virus
Particles. AMV contains adenosinetriphosphatase which is firmly associ­
ated with the viral particles (Eckert et al., 1954b; Sharp et al., 1954)
Since the enzymic activity found in AMV preparations is proportional

to the number of viral particles, it can be used to determine virus
concentrations. In the presence of calcium ions, which activate AMV­
bound adenosinetriphosphatase, a plasma sample containing 1012 viral
particles will split approximately 0.8 mg. inorganic phosphorus from
adenosinetriphosphate in a reaction time of 1 minute ( Mommaerts et
al., 1954). Microtests for determining enzyme activity in plasmas from
diseased birds are available and can be applied to the routine testing
of large numbers of samples ( Beaudreau and Becker, 1958; Becker
et al., 1962). A prerequisite far this method is the presence of adeno­
sinetriphosphatase in all, or nearly ali, virus particles. Since the enzyme
is not an integral part of the virus this prerequisite is not always fulfilled.
Only AMV liberated from cells which themselves show adenosinetri­
phosphatase activity at their surface contains the enzyme. For instance,
more than 90 of the viral particles obtained from the blood plasma
of birds diseased with myeloblastosis carry adenosinetriphosphatase
at their surface ( de Thé et al., 1964). In contrast, virus produced by
nephroblastoma cells is largely free of the enzyme (Thorell, 1961; de
Thé et al., 1963b). In accord with these findings are earlier observations
on the correlation of the adenosinetriphosphatase activity and virus partí­
ele number. Only in plasmas obtained from young birds ( 19 to 31
days) is the ratio of virus particles to enzyme activity constant. In
older chickens ( 34 to 80 days) considerable variations of this ratio
are observed (Mommaerts et al., 1954). In these older animals a larger
contribution of nonmyeloblastic infected cells to the population of virus
particles in the blood plasma should be expected. From these data
one may conclude that the adenosinetriphosphatase assay for the esti­
mate of virus particles can be applied only to those preparations of
AMV derived solely from tissues which endow the virus with this
enzyme, predominantly myeloblasts. It must also be kept in mind that
the enzymic estimate of AMV activity does provide information only
on the number of virus particles, not on their infectivity. Since infectivity
and adenosinetriphosphatase have different rates of thermal inactivation
their ratios vary in different plasmas (Eckert et al., 1955b). Another
limitation of the enzymic technique is its lack of sensitivityrequiring
concentrations of at least 10° particles per ml. plasma. This requirement
for high concentrations of virus and the fact that a property of the
viral surface is measured establishes sorne technical resemblance
to the hemagglutination test of certain cytocidal viruses. However, in
the latter an intrinsic property of the virus is measured, whereas the
enzymie assay of AMV relies on a host-controlled trait of viral particles.
The adenosinetriphosphatase assay is at present the fastest in vitro test
available for any avian tumor virus.



326 PETER K. VOGT AVIAN TUMOR VIRUSES 327

c. Infectiwity Measurements in the Chick Embryo. Infectivity titra­
tions of AMV in the chick embryo are of theoretical importance, mainly
for two reasons ( Baluda and Jamieson, 1961) : ( 1) Using 3-day-old
chicks one fnds a variable proportion of animals resistant to even the
highest doses of virus ( Eckert et al., 1951, 1954a; 1955a). This resistan ce
is not observed after intraembryonal inoculation. ( 2) Inoculation into
3-day-old chickens yields a titration curve with no clear-cut end point,
but rather a continuous decrease in the incidence of positive responses
over a wide range of dilutions. Titration in the chick embryo reveals
a well-defined end point. The incidence of negative responses around
the end point conforms with that expected from the zero term of the
Poisson distribution. These observations on the susceptibility of chick
embryos to AMV and on the shape of the titration curve strongly support
the hypothesis that a single particle of AMV is suffcient to induce
the disease in the animal. It appears that the failure of demonstrating
this fundamental aspect of host-virus relationship after inoculation of
3-day-old chickens is due to immune reactions developing in the hatched
bird. The titration of AMV in the chick embryo involves inoculation
of the virus in the main vein of the chorioallantoic membrane. This
procedure requires dexteri ty but can be carried out on a routine basis
wi th large numbers of eggs. The assay is based on the presence or
absence of the disease in the hatched chicken. Its majar drawbacks
are the lack of precision inherent in any end-point technique and the
requirement for extensive animal facilities. .

d. Infectivity Assay Based on AMV-Induced Cellular Transformation
in Chick Embryo Yolk Sac Cultures. When cultures of chicken hema­
topoietic tissue are infected with AMV in vitro, small, rounded cells
appear which can be identifed as myeloblasts by light microscopic
inspection ( Beaudreau et al., 1960a; Baluda and Goetz, 1961). At the
onset of transformation the myeloblasts occur in distinct foci. In yolk
sac cultures the number of these foci shows a rough correlation to
the amount of AMV in the inoculum. However, this correlation is not
sufficiently reproducible to serve as the basis for a quantitative assay
of AMV. The reason for this is probably to be found in the faet that
assay cultures are kept in fluid medium, as agar overlays suppress the
cellular transformation. Under these conditions progeny virus becomes
freely distributed over the cell sheet and the resulting secondary infec­
tions obscure the relationship between the inoculum and the number
of myeloblastic foei (Baluda and Goetz, 1961). At present the in vitro
assay of AMV by cellular transformation is therefore an end-point tech­
nique in which individual cell cultures score as eitherpositive or negative
and thus give only qualitative information. Other solidifying components

for a nutrient overlay such as plasma, methylcellulose, or hydrolyzed
starch should be investigated for possible use in this system. They may
facilitate the development of a focus assay for AMV, based on the
enumeration of discrete myeloblastic areas in AMV-infected tissue cul­
tures. Such an assay would be more precise and more economical than
the present end-point technique.

e. Assay of AMV by Virtue of Its Ability to Induce Cellular Re­
sistance to RSV. Chick embryo fbroblast cultures infected with AMV
develop a strong cellular resistance to superinfection with RSV. This
resistance can be used to assay AMV in tissue culture ( Vogt and Rubín,
1963). Again, it is possible to design an end-point technique in which
the AMV titer is determined from the highest virus dilution still capable
of inducing resistance to RSV. This method is somewhat laborious
because repeated transfers of the assay cultures are necessary until
a clear-cut end point of AMV-induced resistance develops. The lack
of precision presents similar problems as with other end-point titrations.
The advantage of the procedure is a very high sensitivity, since even
single infectious units of AMV can multiply sufficiently during the course
of the assay to produce interference with RSV. A second interference
assay for AMV avoids the shortcomings of the end-point titration but
is less sensitive. In this second version the degree of resistance induced
by serial dilutions of an unknown virus sample is compared with that
of a known standard. Such a comparison requires only a single transfer
of the assay cultures and gives virus titers relative to that of the
standard. The precision of this method is superior to that of an end
point technique.

f. Assay of AMV by Fluorescent Focus Counts. In chick embryo
fibroblasts infected with AMV viral antigens appear at the external
cell surface. These antigens can be stained with specifc fluorescent
antisera without prior fixation of the cells. At low multiplicities of infec­
tion cells producing viral antigen occur in discrete foci. The number
of these foci in a culture dish is directly proportional to the virus
concentration in the inoculum and can therefore be used to assay the
virus (Vogt and Rubin, 1963; Vogt, 1963). The technique is analogous
to the plaque assay of cytocidal viruses or to the focus assay of RSV.
At present it is the only assay technique of AMV which is based on
counts of discrete virus-induced lesions in tissue culture and combines
economy with precision. The sensitivity of the fluorescent focus assay
s approximately the same as that of the RSV focus assay, namely,
1 111 10 infectious units is detectable as a focus-forming unit. The main
obstacles to a more widespread adoption of this method are technical
ones. The fluorescent antibody staining involves much additional han­
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dling of the cells, and reliable recognition and counting of AMV foci
with the fluorescent microscope may become a tiresome procedure even
for the experienced.

2. Kinetics of AMV Growth and Maturation
Data for the initial phases of AMV multiplication are so far available

only from studies with chicken fibroblasts (Vogt and Rubin, 1963,
Vogt, 1963). Active virus production can be detected on the frst day
after infection. This is followed by an exponential rise of virus titers
lasting for 2 to 3 days. Between the third and fourth day after infection
the virus titers level off at a plateau of about 5 fluorescent focus forming
units per cell. Similar to RSV, an equilibrium between virus production
and the thermal inactivation of the released virus appears to become
established. Also in r.esemblance to RSV growth, there is more free
virus than cell-associated virus during the initial exponential rise of
virus titers. The preponderance of cell-associated virus over free virus
during the equilibrium phase of the growth curve results from an ac­
cumulation of virus progeny at the external cell surface. Less than
1% of the cell-bound virus is truly intracellular during these late stages
of infection. As with RSV, most of the virus associated with intact
cells is removed or neutralized by the combined action of trypsin and
antibody. Applying the formula of Rubin et al. ( 1955) for the release
time of a virus, it can be shown that AMV is released from the cell
exceedingly fast, within less than 3 minutes after it is completed. This
short release time strongly suggests that the final assembly of AMV
takes place near the cell surface. Further proof for this view is furnished
by cytological observations to be discussed in a later paragraph. The
characteristies of established AMV infections have also been studied
in cultures of malignant myeloblasts derived from diseased birds, or
from chicken bon e marrow infected with AMV in vitro (Beaudreau,
et al., 1960b). Malignant myeloblasts release virus continuously and
divide over periods of many months. The ratio of viral partil es to
cells is characteristic for a given myeloblast population and remains
fairly constant during repeated subculturing. The rate of virus release
varies between 5 and 40 particles per cell per hour. It appears likely
that in most diseased animals a large proportion of the malignant myelo­
blasts actively produces virus. Support for this comes from infective
center assays with myeloblasts obtained from the blood of moribund
chickens (Vogt and Rubin, 1963). Most of these cells are capable of
inducing resistance to challenge with RSV when plated on chick embryo
Rbroblast cultures. However, it should be pointed out that, on occasion
highly Ieukemic chickens may be found which have no detectable AM

in their blood (Ecker et al., 1952). The conditions leading to such
noninfectious myeloblastosis remain to be investigated.

3. Light Microscopic Studies on AMV-Infected Cells
Tissue cultures derived from hematopoietic tissues of the chicken

respond to AMV infection with a cellular transformation which is
analogous to the neoplasia induced by AMV in vivo ( Beaudreau et
al., 1960a, Baluda and Goetz, 1961). I most hematopoietic tissues of
the chicken the in vitro-induced transformation leads to the appearance
of immature granulocytes, predominantly myeloblasts and myelocytes.
Ocasionally, transformed cells may resemble other types of immature
blood cells such as erythroblasts or plasmablasts ( Baluda et al., 1963).
Not all of the cells infected with AMV also become transformed. The
ability to respond to AMV infection with a neoplastic transformation
appears to be restricted to certain target cells. The incidence of such
targets is correlated with the granulopoietic activity of a given tissue.
This suggests that the susceptibility to the carcinogenic action of AMV
belongs to primitive precursors of granulocytes. Cell types which do
not become transformed by AMV are nevertheless capable of supporting
AMV multiplication. Information on the production of viral antigen
during the course of AMV infection comes from studies with chick
embryo fibroblasts ( Vogt and Rubin, 1963). The first newly synthesized
viral antigens become demonstrable on the second day after infection.
They are confined to the cell surface where they accumulate throughout
the later stages of infection. Intracytoplasmic antigen is encountered
comparatively rarely. This is in contrast to the development of viral
antigen in RSV-infected fibroblasts, which in all other respects show
a close resemblance to their AMV-infected counterparts. Preliminary
experiments with myeloblasts appearing in chick embryo yolk sac cultures
after exposure to AMV, indicate that in these malignant cells viral anti­
gen is also located at the cell surface ( Moscovici and Vogt, unpublished
results ).

4. Electron Microscopy of AMV Infection
A considerable number of electron microscopic studies deal with

the AMV-infected cell. The most significant contribution of these studies
to the understanding of AMV infection concerns the mechanism of virus
maturation. Myeloblasts obtained from the blood of leukemic chickens
are remarkably free of any morphological evidence of virus production.
Infrequently, virus particles may be seen at the cell surface or in cyto­
plasmie vacuo les ( Parsons et al., 1958; Bonar et al., 1959). Cultured
in a medium with a high content of chicken serum, these myeloblasts
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undergo characteristic changes. The number of lysosome-like structures
in the cytoplasm increases. Viral particles are not only found at the
cell membrane, but also in the Iysosomes-at the latter site in apparently
incomplete form (Bonar et al., 1959, 1960). Recent cytochemical studies
provide unequivocal evidence that the lysosome-associated viral particles
represent forms of degradation and that the site of virus maturation
in the myeloblast is the cell surface ( de Thé et al., 1964). These cyto­
chemical investigations demonstrate the presence of triphosphatase, di­
phosphatase, and acid phosphatase in the lysosome-like cytoplasmic
granules of the myeloblasts. In contrast, AMV particles produced by
myeloblasts contain only nucleotide triphosphatase, but are free of cyto­
chemically detectable amounts of diphosphatase and acid phosphatase.
Likewise, the cell membrane of myeloblasts is positive for nucleotide
triphosphatase, but negative for diphosphatase and acid phosphatase.
The dissimilarity between lysosomal and viral enzyme patterns, and the
resemblance of viral and cell membrane enzyme content are strong
support in favor of AMV maturation at the cell membrane. As already
mentioned, the enzyme content of virus and cell membrane is also
correlated in other host tissues. The presence or absence of nucleotide
triphosphatase on the viral surface depends entirely on the presence
or absence of this enzyme on the host cell membrane ( Novikoff et
al., 1962, de Thé et al., 1963,a,b, 1964). On the other hand, the lysosome­
Iike granules of myeloblasts are involved in phagocytosis, and are there­
fore ingestive organelles rather than productive ones ( Reine et al.,
1963a). Recent electron microscopic work with myeloblasts also docu­
ments the successive stages of AMV maturation ( de Thé et al., 1964).
The pronucleoid of the virus can be seen to condense adjacent to the
cell surface, apparently inducing the formation of a cytoplasm1c bud.
Later stages of AMV formation show such cytoplasmic buds of the
approximate diameter of the virus particle well-developed and with
outer and iner viral membranes and the viral nucleoid discernible.
Through constriction at their base the buds become detached from
the cell to form mature viral particles. During the process of virus
elaboration the viral nucleoid has an electron-transparent center. After
detachment from the cell the nucleoid shrinks somewhat to become
uniformly electron-dense. The cellular site and course of virus maturation
are principally the same in other AMV-infected tissues. Budding activity
of the cell membrane is particularly pronounced in cells of AMV-induced
nephroblastomas (Dmochowski et ál., 196l; Heine et al., 1962b). This
mode of virus formation does not seem to be confined to neoplastic
cells but can also be seen in nonneoplastic cells of various organs,
such as the thymus, liver, and pancreas (de Thé et al., 1963a,c; Heine

et al., 1963b). Intracytoplasmic structures, similar to those found in
Rous sarcoma cells, and interpreted as being ribonucleoprotein particles
in association with incomplete virus, may also be seen in AMV-infected
cells (de Thé et al., 1963a; Dmochowski et al., 1964). As in RSV infec­
tion, the relation of these cytoplasmic structures to virus synthesis is
still a matter of speculation.

5. Biochemical Experiments with Malignant Myeloblasts
Little is known concerning the biochemical events of AMV multipli­

cation. Studies carried out so far have concentrated on malignant myelo­
blasts . With these cells only the fully established mechanism of virus
synthesis can be studied, but not the early phases of virus-cell interac­
tion. During exposure of cultured myeloblasts to H-uridine the RNA
of the various cellular fractions becomes labeled, with a time course
of labeling that is characteristic for each fraction. The incorporation
of Rª-uridine into viral RNA follows a pattern which resembles that
of the transfer RNA, and is dissimilar to the time course of labeling
in the RNA of other cellular fractions and to the specific radioactivity
of the cellular nucleotide pool ( Sverak et al., 1962). The conclusion
that the transfer RNA serves as a precursor of the viral RNA is supported
only very indirectly by the experimental data.

Two remarkable biochemical traits of myeloblasts should still be
mentioned, neither of which seems to be directly related to virus synthe­
sis. ( 1) Myeloblasts have the ability to utilize Iactate at a rate that
is even higher than the rate of lactate production by the cell ( Becker
et al., 1959). This property puts the myeloblasts in a unique position
compared to other malignant cells, which show rates of lactate produc­
tion which by far exceed their capacity to uti lize it. To these latter
ones belong the Rous sarcoma cell and the malignant erythroblasts
of avían erythroblastosis (Weber et al., 1961; Becker et al., 1959). (2)
Myeloblasts in culture have a requirement for relatively high concentra­
tions of folie acid (Becker et al., 1962). Continuous growth of myelo­
blasts can be obtained only at folie acid levels that exceed 0.1 g.
per ml. An experimental explanation for this unusual requirement is
unavailable at present.

C. The Infectious Cycle of Other Avian Tumor Viruses

l. Assay and Virus Growth

Severa! of the techniques discussed in connection with the assay
of AMV are also applicable to the assay of other noncytopathic avían
tumor viruses. In fact, the frst avian tumor virus titrated by its ability
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to interfere with the growth of Rous sarcoma virus was a feld strain
of avian leukosis virus, causing predominantly lymphocytic neoplasms
(Rubin, 1960a; Rubin et al., 1961). The same principle of interference
with RSV has also been applied to the assay of RAV, an avian leukosis
virus occurring in stocks of Rous sarcoma virus (Rubin and Vogt, 1962).
Virus assays may be based again on end-point dilutions or on compari­
sons of fue degree of interference induced by known and unknown
virus samples under identical conditions. Basically, it should be possible
to develop analogous interference assays for all noncytopathic avian
tumor viruses. The only restriction imposed on the design of such assays
is the specifcity of the interference observed among avian tumor
viruses. As will be shown in Section IV,C,3, virus-induced resistance
with avian tumor viruses is only found if interfering virus and challenge
virus are antigenically closely related. This requirement for a close anti­
geni e similarity must of course govern the choice of the challenge Rous
sarcoma virus in the design of an interference assay. The fluorescent
focus assay is likewise applicable to the titration of other noncytopathic
avían tumor viruses. It has been used for studies with RAV, with strain
R avían erythroblastosis virus, and with the Harris strain of Rous
sarcoma virus ( Vogt, 1964, and unpublished results). Since the
B.uorescent antibody staining shows a high degree of strain specifcity,
it is also possible to assay combinations of antigenically dissimilar avian
tumor viruses differentially with antisera which stain only one virus
strain in fue same mixture. An end-point titration in tissue culture may
also be based on fue production of complement-fixing antigens detectable
with mammalian antisera ( Sarma et al., 1964b). For virus titrations
in fue animal host, fue technique of intravenous inoculation in 11-day-old
chick embryos appears to be wel]l suited. Studies on four strains of
avian leukosis virus show that a given virus dilution induces a higher
incidence of neoplasms within a shorter latent period after intraem­
bryonal inoculation, as compared to inoculation in 2-week-old chickens
(Piraino et al., 1963). However, even if the virus is inoculated in chick
embryos, an observation period of 40 to 50 days is necessary for an
estimate of fue virus titer by an end-point technique.

As is evident from fue initial studies with fue interference assay of
avian leukosis viruses, feld strains of lymphomatosis virus are capable
of multiplying in chick fibroblast cultures ( Rubín, 1960a). The growth
curve is qualitatively simi lar to that of RSV except for a somewhat
slower rate of virus multiplication (Rubin, unpublished ). Fibroblasts
infected with lymphomatosis virus release virus throughout the life of
the culture without undergoing morphological transformation.

Growth curves of RAV have been determined with the interference

assay and with the fluorescent focus assay ( Hanafusa et al., 1964b;
Vogt, 1964). The first newly synthesized virus is detected 12 hours
after infection and maximum virus production is reached by 48 hours.
The growth of RAV very closely parallels that of RSV. This may be
of signifcance for the interaction between these two viruses during
maturation, and will be taken up in Section IV,C,4.

Avían erythroblastosis virus can be maintained in chicken tissue
culture for extended periods of time (Ruffili , 1938). Virus production
is continuous and proceeds even in purely fibroblastic cultures. No
morphological changes in the infected fibroblasts are observed (Dol­
janski and Pikovski, 1942). Likewise, no microscopically identifiable ma­
lignant transformation has been seen in chicken bone marrow cultures
infected with avian erythroblastosis virus in vitro (Lagerl 6f, 1960a).
However, circumstantial evidence indicates that chicken bone marrow
cells exposed to avian erythroblastosis virus do acquire malignant prop­
erties. If such cells are implanted into the avian host, they induce
a systemic erythro-leukemia. The early onset of this disease indicates
that it is, at least in part, a result of the dividing injected cells, and
differentiates it from the virus-induced forro of the disease which shows
a longer latent period ( Lagerléif, 1960b,c,d).

2. Light and Electron Microscopic Investigations

Kinetic measurements on the growth of noncytopathic avian tumor
viruses are not yet detailed enough to indicate the cellular site of virus
completion. But studies with the B.uorescent antibody technique amply
demonstrate the involvement of the cell membrane in virus synthesis.
In avian erythroblastosis the surface of the circulating malignant cells
is virtually covered with viral anti gen (Iwakata, 1961a,b). A similar
occurrence of viral antigen at the cell membrane can be seen in chick
fibroblast cultures inoculated with strain R erythroblastosis virus. Severa!
separate and antigenically different isolates of avían leukosis virus from
various commercial B.ocks of chickens also show preferential accumula­
tion of viral antigen at the surface of the infected cells (Vogt, un­
published observations). RAV induces a pattern of viral antigen forma­
tion which is almost identical to that of RSV. Viral antigen can be
found in the cytoplasm and at the cell surface (Rubin and Vogt, 1962).
The only signi ficant difference to RSV is the lack of cellular transforma­
tion in RAV-infected cells. Even when fluorescent antibody staining
indieates maximal rates of virus synthesis in a RAV-infected fbroblast,
the shape of the cell does not deviate appreciably from the normal.
Chicken fibroblasts infected with feld strains of avian leukosis virus
likewise retain their normal morphology ( Rubin, 1960a).
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At the electron microscopic level avian erythroblastosis virus has
been studied in great detail (Iwakata and Amano, 1958; Iwakata and
Ichikawa, 1960; Benedetti and Bernhard, 1958; Dmochowski et al., 1958,
Reine et al., 1961). Two main types of association between virus and
cell have been found. The frst is a rellection of virus synthesis, and
is clearly demonstrated in thin sections of erythroblasts. All stages of
virus formation can be observed at the surface of these cells. A small
area of the cell membrane first shows increased electron density and
thickness and a second membrane may be seen underlying the thickened
area. Both membranes participate in the formation of a cytoplasmic
bud which becomes constricted at its base and is thus liberated from
the cell to form a virus particle. The newly released virus particles
have a comparatively electron-transparent center; the dense nucleoid
found in the majori ty of the virus particles appears to be formed only
after release, presumably as a condensation of material that was associ­
ated with the inner membrane, The second type of interaction between
erythroblastosis virus and cell, as seen in the electron microscope, has
probably no connection with virus synthesis. Especially in macrophages,
but also in erythroblasts, large numbers of particles can be found densely
packed in cytoplasmic areas surrounded by a membrane. The presence
of these complete virus particles in the cytoplasm appears to reflect
a high phagocytic activity of the cell. Evidence for this comes from
the observation that inert particular material is concentrated in the
cytoplasm of the same cell types in a similar way as are complete
virus particles ( Reine et al., 1961). The ultrastructural morphology of
cells infected wi th Fujinami sarcoma virus closely resembles that of
Rous sarcoma cells ( Mannweiler and Bernhard, 1958).

Several report s in the literature draw attention to the occurrence
of virus particles in normal chickens and chick embryos ( Benedetti
et al., 1956; Benedetti, 1957; Febvre, 1958; Karrer and Cox, 1960; Zeigel,
1961). These viral particles are morphologically indistinguishable from
avian tumor viruses, and it is reasonable to assume that their presence in
normal animals represents an infection with one of the ubiquitous strains
of avian leukosis virus. The ultrastructural features of such infections are
therefore relevant to the study of avian tumor viruses. Particularly note­
worthy is, again, the involvement of the cell membrane in virus forma­
tion. In fact, sorne of the clearest electron micrographs depicting se­
quential stages of avian tumor virus formation at the cell surface come
from thin sections of normal chicken pan creas (Zeigel, 1961). No other
structural manifestations of virus synthesis are seen besides the budding
activity at the cell surface.

Latent period:
Time at which maximal rate of virus

synthesis is reached:
Location of cell-associated virus:
Location of viral antigen in infected
cells:

Cellular site of virus assembly and
maturation:

Release time:
Type of virus release:

Comparatively long, 12--18 hr.

2-3 days after infection
Eternal cell surface

Cytoplasm and cell surface

Cell surface
Short, less than 3 min.
Continuous, by budding of the cell membrane
without drastic impairment of cell viability

TABLE IV
COMMON FEATURES OF AVIAN TUMOR VIRUS GROWTH

D. Synopsis of Aian Tumor Virus Multiplication
The infectious cycles of all avían tumor viruses are remarkably simi­

lar. The cardinal features, such as long latent period, continuous release,
and virus completion at the cell surface, are encountered in every avían
tumor virus studied so far, and are compiled in Table IV. Thcse re-

semblances are important and serve further to define the avian tumor
viruses as a group. Yet such a unifed and apparently simple pieture
also implies an important shortcoming of the studies on avian tumor
virus multiplication, namely, the failure to detect a basis for the profound
biological diversity in the avian tumor virus group. The reported differ­
ences in the multiplication cycles of avian tumor viruses are mainly
quantitative, with the largest variations being found in the rate of virus
production ( Rubin, 1964a). Qualitative differences are minar and of
questionable significance ( Dmochowski et al., 1964). In view of such
clase similarities in the mode of virus production the striking differences
in the carcinogenic spectra of various avian tumor viruses are all the
more puzzling. Why does AMV not transform fbroblasts? A simple
answer would be a tissue specific susceptibility to AMV, but fibroblasts,
as well as other avian cells which show no neoplastic response to AMV
infection, are nevertheless capable of supporting AMV growth. It is
becoming more and more obvious that present methods of analysis have
not yet even touched on such important questions as the tissue specifcity
of viral carcinogenesis. It is probable that future efforts in this direction
will come closer to uncovering the mechanisms of viral carcinogenesis
than have past investigations of the kinetics of virus growth.
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IV. TI DEFECTTVENES Or RSV

A. Experiments Supporting the Postulate That RSV Is Defective

1. Rous Sarcoma Cells That Fail to Produce Infectious RSV

Avian virus tumors usually contain the etiological agent in infectious
form, at least at sorne stage of their development. Virus synthesis and
viral carcinogenesis are therefore not incompatible at the tissue level.
But even at the leve! of the single cell transformation and virus produc­
tion may go hand in hand. For Rous sarcoma cells this is clearly demon­
strated by an investigation of the infectious center assay ( Rubin, 1960b).
These experiments establ ish unequivocally that an individual chick fibro­
blast may become transformed and release virus. However, this co­
existence of the reproductive and carcinogenic viral functions in the
same cell does not imply their mutual dependence on each other. It
is already evident from the observations on the suppression of focus
formation by fetal calf serum that virus synthesis does not necessarily
entail neoplastic transformation ( Rubin, 1960d). This conclusion is
strengthened and amplified by the recent finding that sorne clones of
RSV-infected cells may, at least temporarily, show normal cellular
morphology and yet release infectious virus (Trager and Rubin, 1964).
The reverse, namely, RSV-induced cellular transformation without con­
comitant virus production, may also be found under certain conditions
with the Bryan standard and the Bryan high-titer strains of RSV. THis
transformed, virus-free state of RSV-infected cells has given rise to the
concept of defectiveness of RSV, which will be discussed in the following
section.

Two lines of investigation have led to the unexpected fnding of
Rous sarcoma cells that fail to produce infectious virus. One is a study
on the effect of various feeder cells on virus synthesis by RSV-infected
cells, and the other is an attempt to define the relationship of RSV
to RAV, an avían leukosis virus present in many stocks of RSV and
immunologically indistinguishabl e from RSV (Temin, 1962, 1963a;
Hanafusa et al., 1963). In both studies single foei of Rous sarcoma
cells are isolated and tested for active virus production. Only a certain
proportion of such foci is found to release virus; the remainder does
not synthesize infectious RSV. The most important factor determining
the incidence of nonproducing foci is the multiplicity of infection. At
high multiplicit ies of infection all single foci actively produce RSV.
At low multiplicities of infection the majority of the isolated foci fails
to synthesize RSV. Culture conditions comprise another factor of m-

fluence on the proportion of nonproducers found among isolated RSV
foci. A given inoculum of RSV plated on a culture of chicken cells
may result in the appearance of only virus-producing foci, but may
yield a large percentage of nonproducers if plated on sparsely seeded
chicken cells growing on a feeder layer of X-irradiated mouse cells.
The effect of the heterologous feeder cells on the incidence of non­
producing foci is also found if chick embryo cells are transferred soon
after infection on mouse cells. If the chicken cells are transferred several
days after infection, the heterologous feeders have no influence on the
incidence of nonproducers. Nonproducer cells can be propagated in
tissue culture for extended periods of timeat least several months.
They divide at a rate which appears to be faster than that of nonin­
fected control cells. In cultures where normal chick fibroblasts are used
as feeders these eventually become outgrown by nonproducer cells. A
differential decline in the growth rate of normal fibroblasts, especially
after severa! weeks of culture, may also contribute to the final predomi­
nance of nonproducer cells. The nonproducer cells remain transformed
throughout the period of culture. Regular tests show that most non­
producer cultures remain free of virus indefinitely. Not only do these
cells foil to release virus, but they are also devoid of infectivity if
broken up by freezing and thawing or by sanie vibration. However,
spontaneous RSV production is encountered in sorne nonproducer cul­
tures. The appearance of this synthetic activity is invariably accompanied
by the production of RAV. Complete synthesis of RSV can be pre­
dictably activated in nonproducer cultures by superinfection with any
avian leukosis virus. In such a case the vast majority, if not all, of
nonproducer cells become producers of RSV and of the superinfecting
Virus. Superinfection with an avian tumor virus is the only way by
which RSV maturation can be activated in nonproducer cells. X- and
UV-irradiation as well as amethopterin and mitomyein C are ineffective
in this respect, and so is superinfection with members of the myxovirus
group, which are structurally related to the avian tumor viruses, and
also mature at the cell surface. The process of activation must occur
in the nonproducer cells. Simple mixing of cell-free supernatant from
nonproducer cells with other avian tumor viruses does not produce
any active RSV.

In contrast to the initiation of Rous sarcoma virus infection, activation
of nonproducers is not inhibited by antagonists of DNA synthesis
(Temin, 1964a). This finding suggests a way to test the role of DNA
synthesis in avian tumor virus infection. In normal fibroblasts RAV
production is inhibited by antagonists of DNA synthesis (Bader, private
communication). If this reflected an eflect on the manufacture of viral
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RNA, it should also be operative in nonproducer cells. In this case
activation in the presence of DNA antagonists should result only in
the production of RSV, not of RAV. If, on the other hand, a function
already established in the nonproducer cell can substitute for the process
inhibited by DNA antagonists, then RAV as well as RSV should be
synthesized after activation of nonproducers under conditions where
DNA synthesis is inhibited. In this case a conection between the re­
quired DNA synthesis and the viral genome would be unlikely.

2. The Nonproducing State of Rous Sarcoma Virus: Explanation of Its
Origin
The observations discussed in the previous paragraph lead to the

following conclusions ( Hanafusa et al., 1963): The nonproducing state
of Rous sarcoma cells is a consequence of solitary infection by RSV.
A signifcant proportion of nonproducers is therefore found only among
foci induced with a high dilution of RSV. There is good evidence that
all solitary infections of the Bryan high-titer strain lead to cellular trans­
fo.rmation without concomitant virus production. '\Vhenever there is
RSV synthesis in a single focus induced by the Bryan high-ti ter strain
there is also production of RAV, indicating that a double infection
has occurred. This is true, not only of RSV foci which actively release
virus at the time of their isolation, but also of those nonproducer cultures
which begin to synthesize RSV "spontaneously" after several transfers.
The absence of RSV synthesis after solitary infection by RSV, and its
presence after double infection with RSV and RAV, indicate that RAV
infection is necessary for the completion of RSV synthesis. This is
strongly supported by the fnding that experimental superinfection of
nonproducer cultures with RAV invariably activates RSV production.
The Bryan high-titer strain of RSV must therefore be considered defec­
tive, unable to direct complete virus synthesis without the assistance of
another avian tumor virus acting as helper virus in the same cell. The
requirement for a helper virus in RSV production explains the presence
of high titers of RAV in stocks of Rous sarcoma virus. RAV is the
natural helper virus of RSV. The preponderance of RAV over RSV
in RSV stocks guarantees double infection with the defective virus and
its helper with all except the most diluted inocula. The need for the
cooperation of a second avian tumor virus in Rous sarcoma virus synthe­
sis also explains the effect of heterologous feeder cells on the incidence
of nonproducer foci. These feeders are not susceptible to RAV infection,
and RAV is therefore less abundant in such cultures, reducing the
chances of double infection for chicken cells. Another means by which
the probability of secondary RAV infection is diminished is the incorpor­

ation of RSV antibody in the agar overlay of the culture from which
single foci are to be picked. Since RSV antiserum also neutralizes RAV,
this procedure suppresses the spread of newly produced RAV during
the incubation of the cultures, and minimizes the danger of secondary
RAV infections during the process of focus isolation. "Spontaneous
RSV synthesis in nonproducer cultures probably arises from accidental
contamination of the focus wi th RAV at the time of isolation or during
one of the successive transfer manipulations. The fact that even after
prolonged culture RSV production can be activated in virtually all non­
producer cells by superinfection with RAV indicates that the RSV
genome is present in these cells. Despite its defectiveness RSV must
therefore be capable of initiating the multiplication of its own genome
in the transformed ce]!. This suggests that a helper virus is needed
only for the final stages of RSV synthesis and maturation, and that
the early events of virus replication take place in the absence of a
helper.

To summarize, all observations made on the origin and properties
of nonproducing Rous sarcoma cells are in accord with the hypothesis
that RSV is defective. A helper virus appears to be needed for sorne
late stage of RSV synthesis, whereas early events of RSV infection,
such as the virus-induced transformation of the cell and the replication
of the RSV genome, can proceed without the assistance of a second
virus. Since most of the decisive experiments have been carried out
with the Bryan high-titer strain of RSV, the statement of defectiveness
must at present be restricted to this virus ( Hanafusa et al., 1963).
But the results obtained with the Bryan standard strain (Temin, 1962,
1963a) are fully explicable by the hypothesis of defectiveness. The
finding of RAV in this and other strains of RSV makes it likely that
the defectiveness of the Bryan high-titer strain will not remain an iso­
lated discovery. It should be pointed out that not all workers in the
feld consider the RSV nonproducer cells as resulting from a defective­
ness of the virus. As an alternative it has been suggested that the
nonproducing state reflects a close interaction of the viral and the cell
genomes ( Temin, 1964a). This suggestion is not contradicted by ob­
served facts, but it fails to provide an explanation for the well-docu­
mented role of the helper virus and for the observation that RSV strains
which induce a nonproducer state upon solitary infection appear to
have no unique envelope antigen of their own.

3. Cytological Evidence for Defectiveness

There are two main cytological criteria for RSV infection: the cellular
transformation visible in the light microscope, and the appearance of
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viral antigen demonstrable with fluorescent antibody in the UV micro­
scope. The latter cri terion is also indicative of virus production. When
chick embryo fbroblast cultures infected with a low multiplicity of
RSV are checked far these two criteria, it is found that transformation
and viral antigen production are not linked to each other. In these
cultures three types of infected cells are seen: ( 1) fibroblasts which
elaborate viral antigen but are not transformed, ( 2) transformed cells
which are free of viral antigen, and ( 3) cells which are transformed
and also contain viral antigen. The defectiveness of RSV and the pres­
ence of a helper virus in the inoculum suggest that the frst type of
cells represents solitary infection with RAV, the second type solitary
infection with RSV, and the third type combined infection with RAV
and RSV. The second type of cells, marked by transformation in the
absence of viral antigen, appears of particular significance in relation
to defectiveness. If these nonfluorescent RSV foci were indeed the result
of a solitary infection by RSV, their incidence should be dependent
on the multiplicity of infection in a similar way as is the incidence
of nonproducer foci. Experiments with the Bryan high-titer strain of
RSV show that this is indeed the case, and the nonfluorescent foci
are therefore the cytological equivalent of the nonproducers (Vogt,
1964). The cytological observations on chick fibroblast cultures infected
with high dilutions of RSV are also in accord with the postulate that
RSV foci engaged in virus synthesis are the produet of a double infection
with RAV and RSV.

B. The Role of the Helper Virus

1. Absence of Viral Coat Proteins from Nonproducer Cells

As pointed out earlier, an approximate demarcation of helper virus
function may be derived from the capabilities of RSV alone, which
include the early stages of virus replication. The helper virus appears
to be needed far the late steps in RSV synthesis. More definite informa­
tion on the role of the helper comes from immunological experiments
with nonproducer cells (Hanafusa et al., 1964a; Vogt, 1964). Extracts
of disrupted nonproducer cells fail to bind RSV neutralizing antibody,
whereas extr.acts from producing cells strongly absorb such antibody.
The maximum level of viral coat antigen which could be present in
the nonproducer cells without being detected by absorption tests is
about 17 of that found in an equal number of RSV-producing cells.
A more sensitive indicator far the presence of a viral coat antigen
is the induction of an immune response in the chicken. Nonproducer

cells readily induce sarcomas when inoculated into chickens, but the
tumor growth is not followed by the production ot virus-neutralizing
antibodies, nor do the animals develop a cell-bound immunity which
would result in resistance to challenge infection with RSV, Thi s is in
contrast to the effect of RSV-producing sarcomas, which stimulate the
synthesis of neutralizing antibodies as well as the development of a
cell-mediated immune response operating against the tumor cells.
Further proof for the lack of viral coat antigen in nonproducer cells
comes from studies with fluorescent antibodies. Nonproducer cells are
entirely free of the antigens which are readily demonstrable with
fluorescent chicken antibodies in the cytoplasm and at the surface of
RSV-producing and RAV-infected ells. This fnding also demonstrates
that most, if not all, of the antigens participating in the fluorescent
antibody staining are located in the viral coat. It should be emphasized
that only the antigen of the RSV coat has been shown to be absent
from nonproducer cells. RSV is a relatively complex virus and may
therefore be expected to have internal antigens as well. These anti­
gens are not detectable by neutralization tests and also appear to
escape detection with the fluorescent antibody technique. In addition
to such structural proteins of the viral core, functional viral proteins
may be present m nonproducer cells and perform various tasks connected
with the replication of the viral RNA. It is therefore to be expected
that future work will uncover some RSV antigens in nonproducer cells.

2. Specification of RSV Antigenicity by the Helper Virus
The absence of coat protein from nonproducer cells suggests that

the synthesis of this protein is a function of the helper virus. Since
nonproducer cells are activable by any avian leukosis virus this sug­
gestion is amenable to experimental test. The prediction implicit in
the helper-control of coat protein synthesis is that RSV should have
a coat immunologically identical with that of the helper, and that
different helper viruses should fumish RSV with immunologically differ­
ent coat proteins. This prediction has indeed been verifed by compara­
tive neutralization experiments with RSV obtained after activation of
nonproducers with RAV and RSV prepared by activating other nonpro­
ducers with different strains of avían leukosis virus ( Hanafusa et al
1964a). "

Preparations of RSV obtained by activating nonproducers with differ­ent helper viruses are antigenically distinct from each other and are
indistinguishable by neutralization tests from their respective helpers.
The influence of the helper virus on RSV antigenicity is further docu­
mented by experiments using strain-specific fluorescent antibodies
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HELPER-DEPENDENT

Replication of
RSV RNA,

transformation
of the infected cell

HELPER-INDEPENDENT

Fc. 1. Dichotomy of RSV infectious cycle.

erties, helper-controlled and helper-independent ones, will be discussed
in the following sections.

C. Helper-Controlled Properties of RSV

1. Antigenic Variation

As has already been discussed, the antigenic specifcity of the RSV
coat is determined by the helper virus. This is not only the case with
major antigenic determinants as are provided by such different helpers
as RAV and AMV, but it is also true of the more subtle antigenic varia­
ban found w1thm stocks of the Bryan high-titer strain of RSV. Recent
observations show that this strain of RSV is highly heterogeneous and
consists of at least three different antigenic variants, as determined by
neutralization and fluorescent antibody tests. These variants have been
designated as RSV(RAV-1), RSV(RAV-2), and RSV(RAV-3) (Rubín,
1964a; Hanafusa, 1965; Vogt, 1965; Ishiali and Vogt, unpublished).
This immunological heterogeneity is due to the presence of at least
three different helper viruses in the stocks of the Bryan high-titer strain:
RAV-1, RAV-2, and RAV-3. With the same techniques which have been
used to demonstrate the specifcation of coat protein by the helper
rus it can be shown that the substrain variation of Bryan high-titer
RSV is controlled entirely by the helper virus, i.e., RSV(RA-I) is
antigenically identical to RAV-1, RSV (RAV-2) to RAV-2, and RSV­
(RAV-3) to RAV-3. RAV-1 is the helper virus isolated previously

Adsorption,
1------< penetration,

uncoating

Synthesis of viralcoat protein, ,____ ___
maturation

against avian leukosis viruses (Vogt, 1964). Nonproducer cells activated
with RAV only bind fluorescent RAV-antibody. Nonproducer cells acti­
vated with AMV stain exclusively with AMV antiserum. No matter
what antigenicity the parental RSV used to initiate a nonproducer line
may have, the progeny virus released after activation always has a
coat which is immunologically identical to that of the helper virus.
These experiments frmly establish that one missing link in the matura­
tion of RSV is the production of coat protein. This viral component
is made under the exclusive direction of the helper virus. lt is still
undecided whether the influence of the helper virus on RSV maturation
goes beyond the mere production of coat protein. It is possible that
the helper is also needed to direct the integration of this coat protein
with the cell membrane and the induction of the budding which leads
to virus release. Nucleocapsids of the helper as well as of RSV appear
to become enveloped by these buds at random.

Extracellular RSV is thus wrapped in a borrowed coat. RSV <loes
not contribute genetic information to the manufacture of this coat, nor
does it effect the transmission of the coat to progeny virus. The genetic
information for the RSV coat must be supplied anew for each viral
generation by the helper virus. This allows one to change the viral
coat of RSV experimentally by providing a nonproducer line with a
new helper virus. The interaction between RSV and the helper occurs
at a nongenetic level. lt can be considered as a limiting case of pheno­
typic mixing with one partner, namely, RSV, contributing zero
( Hanafusa et al., 1964a).

3. Bipartition of RSV Infectious Cycle
The defectiveness of RSV introduces a natural dichotomy in the

infectious cycle of this virus ( Fig. 1). There are first some early functions
of the infectious process: the repl ication of the RSV genome and the
neoplastic transformation of the infected cell. Both are directed by RSV
itself. Then there are the late functions of the infection: virus maturation
and release, for which the assistance of the helper virus is required.
Properties of RSV which remain the same regardless of the helper can
therefore be considered as anchored in the RSV genome. They are
likely to be of importance for the early stages of infection occurring
after the penetration of the virus. They may also be properties of the
viral nucleocapsid. Properties of RSV which change with different
helpers belong to RSV only phenotypically. They are most Iikely pror­
erties of the borrowed viral envelope, and will therefore affect primanly
those phases of the infection in which the envelope plays an important
part, namely, adsorption and penetration. These two types of RSV prop­
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(Rubín and Vogt, 1962). RAV-2 and RAV-3 have been found more
recently ( Hanafusa, 1965; Vogt, 1965; Ishizaki and Vogt, unpublished).
There is only little immunological cross-reaction between RAV-1 and
RAV-2. The fnding that such cross-reaction is also lacking between
RSV(RAV-1) and RSV(RAV-2) reaffrms the hypothesis that RSV
itself makes no contribution to the antigeni c specifcity of its coat. The
origin of the various strains of helper viruses is not clear. They may have
arisen by mutation from a common ancestral form, or some may have
been picked up during passage of RSV in chickens infected with an
avian leukosis virus. Both explanations are diffcult to test post facto,
but a careful immunological comparison of the different strains of RAV
with other avian leukosis viruses may produce some suggestive evidence
for their common origin.

2. Intraspecies Host Range
It is a common observation that different lines of chickens show

different degrees of susceptibility to avian tumor viruses. For instance,
studies carried out in the animal host indicate that the resistance to
RSV encountered with certain chicken lines is of a heritable nature
(Greenwood et al., 1948; Waters and Fontes, 1960). This resistance
is operative in the embryo as well, where it affects the number of
RSV tumors found after inoculation of the chonoallanto1c membrane
( Prince, 1958b). The genetic resistan ce to RSV found in the whole
animal or embryo is also apparent in tissue cultures denved from re­
sistant birds ( Crittenden et al., 1963). This fnding demonstrates that
genetic resistance is a true cellular property and is not based on a
defense mechanism effective only at the organi smic level. Resistance
of tissue cultures does not only prevent focus formation of RSV but
also suppresses virus growth (Payne and Biggs, 1964). Recent experr
ments demonstrate that the genetic resistance to RSV and other avian
tumor viruses is highly selective for certain virus strains (Hanafusa,
1965; Vogt, 1965). In several commercial lines of chickens a resistan€e
is demonstrable which is effective against RSV(RAV-2) but not against
RSV ( RAV-I). In tissue culture this resistan ce prevents focus formation
as well as virus production of RSV ( RAV-2). The same tissue cultures
that show this resistance to RSV(RAV-2) are also resistant to RAV-2.
After infection with RAV-2 they do not produce viral antigen and do
not liberate a virus which would interfere with RSV(RAV-9). When
nonproducer lines initiated by RSV(RAV-1) or RSV(RAV-2) are acti­
vated by either RAV-I or RAV-2, the resulting RSV does not onl y
carry the antigenic specifcity of the activating helper virus, but it also
shares its host range on selectively resistant chick embryo cells. This

clearly establishes that the host range of RSV is under the control
of the helper virus. Since the only known contribution of the helper
virus to RSV is the coat protein it appears reasonable to assume that
the viral coat plays a decisive role in determining the host range of
RSV. The genetic cellular resistance operates against the helper virus
as well as against RSV. One might therefore imagine that it is a lack
of helper virus function which prevents RSV growth in the resistant
cells. If this were the case, RSV should still be capable of transforming
the resistant cells since no helper is required for this process. But no
such transformation is found. The resistance must therefore establish
a block very early in infection, presllmably during adsorption or penetra­
tion. This is further supported by the failure of RAV-I infection to
abolish the genetic resistance to RSV(RAV-2). RAV-1 does not interfere
with RSV ( RAV-2) and can infect the cells selectively resistant to
RSV ( RAV-2), thus supplying these cells with active helper func­
tion. Despite the presence of a helper the cells remain resistant to
RSV(RAV-2), which therefore does not seem to accomplish penetration
( Hanafusa, 1965). The hypothesis that the genetic resistan ce affects
early processes of the infectious cycle is in keeping with the important
role assigned to the helper-controlled viral envelope in determining the
specifeity of this reaction. It should be noted briefly that the embryos
which show a selective genetic resistance to RSV(RAV-2) are also re­
sistant to the Schmidt-Ruppin strain, to the Harris strain of RSV, and
to a substrain of AMV designated as AMV-2. They are fully susceptible
to RSV ( RAV-3) of the Bryan high-titer strain, to the Bryan standard
strain of RSV, and to Fujinami virus (Vogt, 1965 and unpublished
experiments). The in itro experiments so far have only dealt with
the intraspecies host range of RSV. It is quite likely that future work
will demonstrate an importance of the viral envelope for the extension
of the RSV host range beyond the species of Gallus domestícus and
even beyond the avian class (Rubin, 1964a).

3. Interference Patterns between RSV and Other Avían Tumor Viruses
Various avian leukosis viruses are capable of inducing a strong cellu­

lar resistance to challenge infection with RSV in chick fibroblast cultures
(Rubin, 1960a; Rubin and Vogt, 1962; Vogt and Rubin, 1963). Experi­
ments on the nature of this resistance show that the plating efficiency
of RSV on cultures infected with an avian leukosis virus may be reduced
as much as 103 to 10-fold. Even with this virus-induced resistance,
however, RSV focus formation does not require the cooperation of sev­
era! RSV particles but is initiated by single transforming units of RSV.
The resistant cultures are essentially homogeneous with respect to their
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susceptibility to RSV, the probability for successful infection being de­
creased to approximately the same extent in each cell ( Rubín, 1961a;
Hanafusa et al., 1964b). The foil extent of the virus-induced resistance
to RSV is observed only if the interfering virus is given a headstart
in infection ( Rubin, 1960a; Ting, 1964). But even simultaneous infection
with interfering virus and RSV may result in sorne resistance to the
latter provided the concentration of the interfering virus is very high.
In the case of RAV-1 such rapid interference has been demonstrated
with multiplicities of infection of around 10 RAV infectious units per
cell ( Hanafusa et al., 1964b). The quantitative relationship between
the amount of interfering virus and the degree of resistance to RSV
in these experiments suggests that a single particle of RAV is capable
of inducing an immediate partial resistance to RSV in a cell, presumably
by lowering the number of freely available penetration sites. Interfering
virus given after RSV has entered the cell does not induce resistance,
even at high multiplicities of infection. In the focus assay of RSV the
inoculum invariably contains RAV also. However, in this case the multi­
plicities of the interfering virus are by far too low to cause simultaneous
interference.

The existence of many diflerent strains of avian leukosis virus raises
the question of whether ali these agents are able to induce a cellular
resistance effective against all strains of RSV. An indication that this
is not the case may be found in a recent communication by Hanafusa
et al. ( 1964c). Further experimentation has suggested that interference
between avian tumor viruses is effective only if interfering and challenge
virus are closely related antigenically ( Hanafusa, 1964, 1965; Vogt,
1965). For instance, RAV-I interferes with RSV(RAV-1) and with
RSV(RAV-3) but not with RSV(RAV-2). As shown previously, RAV-I
is antigenically identical with RSV(RAV-1), and neutralization as well
as Huorescent antibody studies suggest a close antigenie relationship
between RSV ( RAV-I) and RSV ( RAV-3). On the other hand, experi­
ments comparing RSV(RAV-1) with RSV(RAV-2) have failed to reveal
such a close immunological relationship. Consequently, RAV-2 interferes
only with RSV(RAV-2) but not with RSV(RAV-3) or RSV(RAV-I).
The correlation between antigenic similarity and interference implies
that a helper virus always interferes most strongly with its corresponding
RSV. This has been verifed by experiments. In fact, no exception to
the rule that interference requires antigenic relationship has been found
in extensive tests with 10 different strains of avían leukosis virus and
12 strains of RSV (Vogt, unpublished).

It appears paradoxical that the same virus which guarantees comple­
tion of RSV synthesis, if given after RSV has entered the cell, should

be most effective in causing resistance if granted frst entry into the
cell. In order to solve this dilemma, the suggestion has been made
that the processes by which a helper virus intervenes in RSV maturation
are at the same time specifcally suppressive for early events in infection
and thus exclude the establishment of a related challenge virus in the
same cell (Hanafusa et al., 1964b). This would also explain why the
interference is not reciprocal, and cells infected with RSV alone,
i.e., nonproducer cells, do not lose their susceptibility to superinfection
with avian leukosis viruses. In these cells the same late functions of
the infectious cycle, which presumably are suppressive for early events,
are lacking. If thi s hypothesis is correct one wold expect reciprocal
interference between nondefective RSV strains and antigenically related
avian leukosis viruses. The role of the helper virus in determining the
interference patter of RSV suggests that the virus coat is involved
in the mechanism of this interference. This would locate the crucial
barrier in some early steps of infection, possibly in adsorption, penetra­
tion, or uncoating. In this respect there is a close similarity between
the virus-induced resistance and the genetically determined resist­
ance discussed in the previous section. At this point brief consideration
should be given to the possible role of interferon in the virus-induced
resistance to RSV. The parti cipation of interferon in this reaction has
been suggested (Allison, 1963), and interferon action has been demon­
strated in a RAV stock (Bader, 1962). However, recent attempts to
isolate interferon from preparations of avían leukosis viruses have failed
(Hanafusa et al., 1964b). The resistance-inducing activity of RAV sedi­
ments with the virus and is neutralized by antiviral antibodies. A mere
intracellular production and action of interferon is ruled out by the
strain specificity of the interference patterns between avian tumor
vimses. Interferon is species-specifc but not virus-specific, and certainly
<loes not discriminate between substrains of a given virus, as does the
interference between avian tumor viruses.

4. Crowth Rate
A comparison of the growth curves of RAV and RSV reveals clase

similarities in all essential points ( Hanafusa et al., 1964b). Since helper
virus participation is essential for RSV maturation, it is likely that the
rate of this maturation is also controlled by the helper. This would
mean that the early functions directed by RSV itself proceed at a rate
exceeding that of the late functions which are governed by the helper.
These final processes in the assembly of progeny virus appear to be
the rate-limiting step for the production of RSV as well as for that
of the helper virus. This is supported by the fnding that helper viruses
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with different growth rates also impose their rate on the growth of
RSV to which they render assistance (Rubin, 1964a).

D. Helper-Independent Properties of RSV

1. Morphology of Transformed Cells and Focus Structure
The helper-controlled characteristics of RSV dramatically affect the

fate of the virus during early stages of infection. Because of their con­
spicuousness in existing test procedures these properties are well investi­
gated. Comparatively little is known, however, about the helper-inde­
pendent properties of RSV. Toe cellular transformation induced by RSV
does not require a helper virus. It appears reasonable, therefore, to
speculate that the specific features of this transformation are controlled
by RSV itself. One of these features is the morphology of the transformed
cell. Two main types of Rous sarcoma cells have been recognized in
tissue culture: fusiform and round ones (Temin, 1960, 1961). If RSV
itself controlled the shape of the sarcoma cell, the virus appearing after
activation of a fusiform nonproducer line should always induce fusiform
transformation itself, regardless of the helper virus used. 'The same
morphogenetic stability should be found with RSV from round non­
producers. Critica} experiments designed to test this hypothesis have
not yet been carried out. But cursory observations indicate that the
proposition is correct. A change in the morphology of the transformed
cell has never been reported in connection with a change in the helper
virus. Additional virus-controlled morphological features of transformed
cells have recently been reported (Purchase and Okazaki, 1964). It
will be of interest to see whether these, too, are helper-independent.
Another aspect of RSV mediated transformation is represented by the
intercellular relationships in a focus. Foci induced by the Bryan high­
titer strain consist of a compact area of transformed cells, often piled
up in several layers, with no, or few, interdispersed fibroblastic cells.
Foci initiated by the Schmidt-Ruppin strain of Rous sarcoma virus are
usually larger, less distinctly delineated, show little or no dumping
of the transformed cells, and contain fbroblastic cells interdispersed
with rounded cells. Toe Fujinami virus forros foci which have a structure
similar to those of the Schmidt-Ruppin strain. Activation of nonpro­
ducer lines initiated by the Bryan high-titer strain with helper virus
isolated from Fujinami virus leads to the production of RSV which
continues to cause only foci of the Bryan high-titer type. Conversely,
activation of Fujinami nonproducers by RAV from the Bryan high­
titer strain induces the synthesis of a virus which produces only
Fujinami-type foci (Vogt, unpublished experiments). Analogous findings

have been made with the Schmidt-Ruppin strain of RSV which may
be wrapped in a RAV coat without change of the characteristic focus
type ( Rubin, 1964a). These observations suggest that the morphology
of the transformed cell and the focus type are determined exclusively
by RSV itself.

2. The Group-Specifc Complement-Fixing Antigen
This antigen is listed here among the helper-independent properties

only tentatively. There are at present no decisive experimental data
which would justify this classification. However, suggestive support for
a helper independence of the complement-fixing antigen derives from
results which indicate that this antigen is a component of the viral

TABLE V
INFLUENCE OF HELPER VIRUS ON RSV PROPERTIES

A. Helper-independent functions of RSV:
1. Replication of viral RNA
2. Transformation of the infccted cell
a. Morphology of the transformed cell
b. Morphology of the RSV focus

3. Group-specific, complement-fixing antigen (?)
B. Helper-controlled functions of RSV:

1. Rate of virus maturation
2. Antigenic specificity of the viral coat
3. Host range
4. Interference patterns

nucleocapsid (Huebner et al., 1964). So far, there is no indication that
the helper virus is involved in the formation of this structure. The
putative helper independence of the internal complement-fixing antigen
is amenable to simple experimental tests. Complement fxation with non­
producer cell lines as antigens should produce a clear answer to this
question.

A survey of helper-controlled and helper-independent events in RSV
synthesis is presented in Table V.

E. The Significance of Defectiveness
Toe discovery of defectiveness in the Bryan high-titer strain of RSV

has important theoretical implications and opens up new possibilities
of experimentation as well. Through the exchange of helper viruses
sorne fundamental properties of RSV and of its helper viruses have
been defined as functions of the viral envelope: antigenic variation,
host range, and interference patterns. In view of these data on RSV
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and various helper viruses there can be little doubt that the assignment
of these properties to the virus coat is justifed for the entire group
of avian tumor viruses. As already mentioned, the study of avian tumor
virus coat antigens is greatly simplifed by the existence of defective
RSV. RSV may be used as a carrier for any avian tumor virus coat,
and neutralization studies of all avían tumor viruses may be performed
by using the accurate RSV focus assay ( Hanafusa et al., 1964a). The
occurrence of defectiveness outside the Bryan high-titer strain is an
important question still only incompletely solved. The following experi ­
mental criteria must be fulflled in arder to establish the presence of
defective virus in an RSV stock: ( 1) An avían leukosis virus, acting
as helper virus must be demonstrable in the virus preparations. ( 2)
This vi.rus should be immunologically indistinguishable from the RSV
which it is suspected to activate. ( 3) Solitary infection with RSV should
lead to the appearance of nonproducer cells. ( 4) Superinfection of such
cells must activate RSV synthesis. The findings made by Temin (1962,
1963a) with nonproducer cells initi ated by the Bryan standard strain
of RSV are compatible with the hypothesis that this strain also contains
defectíve vi.rus. This is further supported by the isolation of RAV­
activable nonproducer cells after solitary infection with Bryan standard
RSV, and by the fnding of an avían leukosis vi.rus in stocks of the
Bryan standard strain of RSV ( Shimizu and Rubin, unpublished observa­
tíons). The fact that this avian leukosis virus is ant igenically indistin­
guishable from Bryan standard RSV strengthens the assumption that it
may function as a helper virus (Vogt, unpublished). A similar situation
is found with Fujinami virus. Virus stocks contain an avian leukosis
virus of an antigenic consti tution closely related to, and possibly identical
with, that of Fujinami virus. Nonproducing foci of transformed cells
may be isolated from cultures infected with a high dilution of virus
( Vogt, unpubl ished results). Observations made in severa] laboratories
indicate that the Schmidt-Ruppin strain of RSV is not defective. No
avían leukosis virus which could qualify as a helper has been found
in stocks of this strain, nor have foci of nonproducer cells been isolated
after solitary infection (Dougherty, personal communication; Rubin,
1964a). Foci initiated by Schmidt-Ruppin RSV always show viral antigen
even after conditions of single infection (Vogt, unpublished). Recently,
a second virus, possibly belonging to the avian tumor virus group, has
been discovered in stocks of Schmidt-Ruppin RSV. However, Schmidt­
Ruppin RSV may be cloned, thus eliminating the contaminating virus
without !oss of the ability to produce complete viral progeny
(Dougherty, personal communication). These fndings suggest that
Schmi dt-Ruppin RSV does not require or use a helper virus for the

maturation of its progeny. However, Schmidt-Ruppin RSV may ent er
a relationship with avian leukosis viruses similar to that of defective
RSV and its helper. Double infection of chick fibroblast cultures with
Schmidt-Ruppin RSV ancl RAV boosts RSV production, and results in
the adoption of RAV coats by Schmidt-Ruppin RSV (Rubin, 1964a).
The low rate of virus procluction characteristic for cells infected with
Schmidt-Ruppin vi.rus alone is apparently due to a limited supply of
Schmidt-Ruppin-type coat protein.

The fnding that not al] RSV strains are defective raises the question
whether some nondefective RSV particles occur also in those strains
of RSV which have been shown to contain defective virus. Data which
permit an estímate of the leve] of defectiveness are available only for
the Bryan high-titer strain. Never during the extensive work with this
virus has a producing focus been isolated which did not contain RAV
(Hanafusa et al., 1963, 1964a). Fluorescence microscopic inspection re­
veals that at low multiplicities of infection more than 99 of the RSV
foci are free of viral antigen, indicating a nonproducer state (Vogt,
1964). If any nondefective RSV occurs in the Bryan high-titer strain
at all, it must be present in exceedingly low quantities. The leve] of
defectiveness in other strains of RSV and the possible occurrence of
defectiveness in strains of avían leukosis virus remain to be determined.
A problem related to the level of defectiveness concerns the formation
of genetic recombinants between RSV and the helper virus, resulting
in nondefective RSV. So far there is no indication of such a genetic
interaction, but the eflorts to detect it have only been cursory. It is
plausible that the nature of the defect in RSV is genetic, but present
data provide no rigorous proof for this.

The main theoretical implication emerging from the experiments on
defectiveness is that virus maturation is not an essential part of RSV
carcinogenesis. But even the early processes of RSV infection do not
seem to be necessarily and immediately carcinogenic. This is suggested
by the finding that RSV can be synthesized by cells which do not
show neoplastic transformation (Rubin, 1960d; Trager and Rubin, 1964).
RSV-induced malignant transformation may therefore be a process which
is not directly linked to any step in virus synthesis. A different view
on RSV carcinogenesis envisages defectiveness as the basis for the
exceptionally high eficiency with which RSV induces malignant trans­
formation ( Rubín, 1964a,b). It is postulated that the repl ication of the
RSV genome is regulated by the late events in virus synthesis. When
the late events fail to take place, as in the case of defective RSV
the early replication of viral RNA proceeds unchecked and thus mediates
transformation. At present these hypotheses are highly speculative; their
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merit wil l depend on their ability to generate guidelines far decisive
experimental work.

V. PRINCIPLES GovERNING AvrAN TuMOR Vmus ll\'FECTION in Vivo

A. Factors of Importance in the Individual Avían Host

l. Pathogenesis in the Chicken
The pathogenesis of virus-induced avian neoplasms has been ade­

quately covered by several reviews ( Claude and Murphy, 1933; Foulds,
1934; Rous, 1936; Beard et al., 1955; Beard, 1957a, 1963a,b; Spencer
and Groupé, 1962a). Despite the recent progress in techniques dealing
with tumor virus infection at the cellular and subcellular levels, questions
of animal pathology remain of continued importance in research on
avían tumor viruses. Many problems can be defined and solved only
at the animal level, and insights gained by modern in vitro techniques
must be implemented in the animal. Consequently, the opportunities
far studies with conventional pathological methods are by no means
exhausted as is evident from recent papers in the Reld ( Sevoian and
Chamberlai , 1962, 1963, 1964; Sevoian et al., 1962, 1964; Fredrickson
et al., 1964; Burmester and Fredrickson, 1964; Yamagiwa et al., 1963) •
However, a detailed analysis of the published data would be beyond
the scope of this survey. It should be suffcient here to outl ine bri efly
sorne of the important rules governing the course of avian tumor virus
infection in the animal and to point out sorne of the more recent
literature. All thoroughly investigated strains of avian tumor virus have
proved to be capable of inducing several forms of neoplastic disease in
the chicken. Under a given set of conditions the types and incidences of
various growths are characteri stie for a distinct strain of avian tumor
virus, forming its oncogenic speetrum. The faetors which influence this
spectrum are (1) the amount of virus inoculated, (2) the route of in­
oculation, (3) the breed and ( more rarely) the sex of the inoculated
birds, and (4) previous history of exposure to avian tumor viruses. Virus
multiplication includes many more tissues than does viral careinogenes1s.
In fact, there appears to be no solid evidence for the existence of tissues
which are incapable of supporting avían tumor virus multiphcation m
an otherwise susceptible avian host. This is well document ed by ex­
periments on the tissue distribution of RSV after subcutaneous infection
(Munroe and Southam, 1959; Spencer and Groupé 1962a,b). Before a
sarcoma becomes detectable at the site of inoculation, virus 1s present
and probably multiplies in all organs tested. High titers of virus con­
tinue to be recovered after the primary sarcoma is well developed. Even

tissues which are free of tumor foci appear to be actively producing
virus. The participation of non-neoplastic tissues in virus production is
even more pronounced with avian leukosis viruses, which generally show
a low effciency of malignant transformation. Liver and pancreas take
part in AMV synthesis, although there is no evidence of a neoplastic
4MV-induced transformation in these tissues ( de Thé et al., 1963b;
Heine et al., 1963b). A high proportion of non-neoplastie, virus-pro­
ducing cells is also found in chick embryos congenitally infected with
avian lyrnphomatosis virus and in the viremic birds developing from
such embryos (Rubín et al., 1961). I contrast to the remarkable lack
of tissue tropism in the multiplication cycle of avían tumor viruses, there
is a very strict and well-known tissue specifcity of the avían tumor
virus-induced carcinogenesis. This suggests that viral carcinogenesis, but
not viral multiplication, is dependent on a distinct state of cellular dif­
ferentiation. The requirement for specifc target cells has been demon­
strated for AMV which transfarms primarily primitive cells of hemato­
poietic tissues ( Baluda, 1962). Another example far tissue specifcity in
avían tumor virus carcinogenesis is the role of the bursa Fabricii in the
genesis of lymphomatosis ( Peterson et al., 1964). Surgical removal of
this lymphoid organ prevents the development of visceral lymphomatosis
after injection of strain RPL 12 virus. Removal of the thymus has no
similar effect, but thymectomy performed in addition to bursectomy en­
hances the suppression of lymphoid neoplasms observed after bur­
sectomy alone. Other neoplasms induced by RPL 12 ( erythroblastosis
and osteopetrosis) are not affected by the removal of the bursa or of
the thymus. The findings indicate that the bursa of Fabricius is of
crucial importance for the development of virus-induced lyrnphoid
neoplasms in the chicken. Whether this role is based on the supply of
a special cell type susceptible to the carcinogenic action of the virus, or
whether the bursa releases a humoral factor which renders cells in other
lymphoid organs susceptible, cannot be determined from the present
data. The clarification of the mechanism involved in the tissue specifeity
of avian tumor virus carcinogenesis is one of the most challenging tasks
far future work.

2. Genetic Determination of Host Susceptibility

. It has long been recognized that the susceptibility to avían tumor
vimses is strongly influenced by the genetic constitution of the avían
host. The frst animal passages of RSV were successful only in chickens
related to the bird from which the tumor was originally isolated ( Rous,
l911). This exceedingly narrow host range is no longer a property
Of RSV after more than ffty years of experimental transmission with
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constant selection for virulence. Sorne of the currently used laboratory
strains are even transmissible by contact between chickens housed in
the same cage ( Burmester, 1960). But throughout the laboratory history
of RSV genetic dilferences of animal susceptibility have been observed
(Rous and Murphy, 1914b; Carr, 1943a; Greenwood et al., 1948; Pnnce,
1958b; Waters and Fontes, 1960; Smidova and Rada, 1964). The patt erns
by which resistance and susceptibility to RSV are inherited have been
studied wi th reciprocal crosses of susceptible and resistant birds from
several lines. The results are diverse and do not permit any generahzed
conclusions. In sorne lines of chickens susceptibility to RSV appears
to be determined by a single, dominant autosomal gene; in others resist­
ance is found to be the dominant trait, and in still other systems crosses
produce progeny with intermediate resistance (Waters and Burmester,
1961; Dhaliwal, 1963; Bang and Foard, 1963; Bower, 1962; Bower et
al., 1964; Hanafusa et al., 1964c). Genetically determined host res1stance
is also encountered with a variety of avian leukosis viruses (Eckert et
al., 1954c; Gowen, 1958; Waters et al., 1958; Burmester et al., 1960b;
Payne and Biggs, 1964). Resistance to avian leukosis virus is often,
but not always, correlated with resistance to RSV. As pointed out m
Section IV,B,2, genetic resistance to RSV and to other avia~ tumor
viruses is a cellular property persisting in tissue culture ( Cnttenden
et al., 1963; Payne and Biggs, 1964). The decisive interactions appear
to occur during the initial stages of infection and involve the viral
envelope and the cell membrane (Hanafusa, 1965; Vogt, 1965). Much
progress may be expected in the near future from an in vitro analysis
of genetic resistance to avian tumor viruses. Genetic resistance appears
to be directed against infection per se rather than against virus-induced
malignant transformation. Resistant strains of chickens also show lower
incidence of "naturally occurring" RSV neutralizing antibodies which are
common in sensitive strains, indicating that the resistant strain has .ª
Iower incidence of infection with feld strains of avian lymphomatosis
virus ( Kenzy et al., 1961).

3. Homotransplantation
Karyological techniques permit a differentiation of chicken cells de­

rived from female birds and cells derived from male birds. In the
chicken, as in other birds, the female is the heterogametie sex. The
diploid chromosome set of the male contains two homologous 8

chromosomes among the six largest pairs, the diplo1d female set contain
only one of these chromosomes, These sex chromosomes can therefore
serve as simple and reliable markers in following the fate of homo­
transplanted chicken tumor cells injected into recipients of the opposite

sex (Biggs and Payne, 1959; Pontén, 1962a). Another cytological tech­
nique for determmmg the sex of chicken cells is based on the presence
of sex chromatin, which occurs frequently in female and rarely in male
nuclei (Morgan and Andrese, 1961). With these techniques homo­
transplantability of four representative virus-induced tumors in the
chicken has been studied.

a. RSV. Transplant at ion of Rous sarcoma cells into chickens induces
a tumor within a shorter latent period than <loes the inoculation of
RSV alone. This suggests that the donar cells represent a substantial
part of the cell population during the initial growth of the transplanted
sarcoma ( Rous, 1913; Dougherty and Margan, 1962). Experiments with
donors and recipients of a different sex show indeed that during the early
tumor growth the sex chromatin pattern of the sarcoma is that of the
donor animal (Morgan and Andrese, 1962). However, a serial transplan­
tation of such sarcomas reveals that donor-type metaphases decrease
rapidly in the tumor; by the second transplant generation the portian
of the donor cells has fallen below the 0.5 level ( Pontén, 1962d). This
finding suggests that Rous sarcoma cells are not serially homotransplant­
able and that the perpetuation of Rous sarcomas over severa! transplant
generations is mainly based on the continued recruitment of normal
cells by RSV infection. At least part of the reason for this may be
a difference in histocompatibility between the random bred donors and
recipients. The resulting homograft reaction also provides a logical ex­
planation for the regression of Rous sarcomas induced by nonproducer
cells and free of virus ( Hanafusa et al., 1964a). It is also possible
that the growth potential of Rous sarcoma cells in vivo is not unlimited
even in the absence of a homograft response. Experiment s with isotrans­
planted Rous sarcomas of turkeys suggest this possibility (Bergs and
Groupé, 1963). Related to the question of transplantability is the problem
of metastases occurring after RSV infection. It appears that in the anti­
body-free host the more prevalent origin of these secondary growths
is viral infection rather than dissipation of tumor cells (Munroe and
Southam, 1961). Such a finding is to be expected, since RSV is demon­
strable in practically al! host tissues before and after the appearance
of a tumor at the site of inoculation (Munroe and Southam, 1959;
Spencer and Groupé, 1962a,b).

b. AMV. Transplantation of AMV-induced myeloblastosis has led to
results similar to those obtained with Rous sarcoma cells (Baluda, 1962).
If random-bred animals are used, a strong homograft reaction against
the donor cells is observed. No immune reaction is detectable after
injecting the leukemic cells into embryos or recipients which belong
to the same inbred line as the donar. However, even then the donar
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cells fail to persist and the leukemias which develop show the karyotype
of the recipient. At present this fnding is difficult to reconcile with
the apparently inexhaustible growth potential which AMV-induced
myeloblasts display in vitro ( Beaudreau et al., 1960b).

c. Erythroblastosis Virus. Compared to Rous sarcoma cells and malig­
nant myeloblasts the erythroblasts obtained from chickens infected
with strain R erythroblastosis virus show a higher degree of transplanta­
bility (Pontén, 1962b). In highly inbred chickens dividing donar cells
persist up to the fifth transplant generation. . .

d. Stra.in RPL 12 Leukosis Virus. This is so far the only virus-induced
avian neoplasm for which an apparently unlimited transplant ability has
been demonstrated ( Pontén, 1962c). RPL 12 tumor cells grow in homolo­
gous as well as in isologous hosts. In this connection it is of interest
that the RPL 12 tumor is exceptional also in having a hyperdiploid
chromosome set. The increase in chromosome number does not follow
a distinct, consistent pattern but appears to involve various chromosomes
at random ( Pontén, 1963). Rous sarcoma cells grown in vitro and in
vivo, malignant myeloblasts and erythroblasts have a normal ar near­
normal complement of macrochromosomes and are free of gross de­
tectable aberrations of the microchromosomes (Temm and Rubin, 1958;
Bayreuther and Thorell, 1959; Baluda, 1962; Pont én, 1963).

4. Chicken Sarcoma Viruses in Other Avian Species
The natural and most susceptible host far avían tumor viruses is

the chi cken (Murphy and Rous, 1912). However, some strains of avian
sarcoma virus have been found to have an extended host range mcluding
several unrelated species of birds. Others may be adapted to grow
and cause tumors in a heterologous species by serial transfers in young
animals. Finally, heterologous infection may be facilitated by acquired
immunological tolerance to chicken antigens.

Among these chicken sarcoma viruses with a naturally broad host
range belongs Fujinami virus, which is capable of producing sarcomas
in ducks as well as in chickens, and thus is pathogenic in two different
avian orders (Fujinami and Hatano, 1929; Gye, 1932). Similar in this
respect is strain B77, a chicken sarcoma virus isolated in 1954 from
a spontaneous tumor ( Thurzo et al., 1963; Thurzo and Smida, 1963).
This strain also induces pocks on the chorioallantoic membrane of duck
embryos ( Smidova and Thurzo, 1964). WIthin the arder of the Galli­
formes, RSV and Fujinami virus cause tumors in pheasants (Andrewes
1932). The Bryan strain of RSV is pathogenic for turkeys (Groupe
and Rauscher, 1957; Spencer and Groupé, 1962a; Harris and Simons,
1962; Harris, 1963). Recently the Japanese quail has been introduced

as a laboratory animal. Quail cells in tissue culture are susceptible
to RSV-induced transformation ( Freeman, 1963).

The gradual adaption of chicken sarcoma viruses to other species
is exemplifled by the extensive studies of Duran-Reynals with RSV in
ducks (Duran-Reynals, 1942, 1947a). Most of the "duck-adapted" strains
of RSV have lost their pathogenicity for chickens, but one strain, desig­
nated as 14( d)7, shows comparable pathogenicity in chickens and in
ducks even after repeated passage in one of the two species. The charac­
teristics of the 14( d )7 strain have recently been confirmed by Kuwata
(1964a,b), who also succeeded in selecting additional RSV strains which
are pathogenic far ducks and chickens. No immunological comparisons
of RSV before and after duck adaption have been reported, and the
nature of the adaptive process is not known. The 14( d)7 strain of Duran­
Reynals is also pathogenic for pigeons (Duran-Reynals, 1947b, Burges
and Duran-Reynals, 1952). The pigeon tumors are free of infectious
virus, but virus synthesis is activated upon back-transfer of the tumor
in the chicken. In this respect the pigeon tumors induced by strain
14(d)7 resemble the mammalian Rous sarcomas to be discussed in
a later section.

An expansion of RSV host range can also be accomplished by induc­
ing immune tolerance in the heterologous hosts. The two systems studied
in this respect are infection of turkeys with the Harris strain of RSV
and infection of ducks with the Prague strain of RSV (Harris and
Simons, 1962; Svoboda, 1962c,d). Turkeys are resistant to the induction
of sarcomas by cell-free material of the Harris strain of RSV, and a
similar resistance is faund in ducks 2 weeks or older injected with
cell-free material of the Prague strain of RSV, This resistance is greatly
reduced by the injection of chicken blood into duck or turkey embryos
or newly hatched birds (Harris, 1956; Svoboda, 1958, 1960a). Injection
of chicken blood into older birds is not effective. This indicates that
the exposure to chicken blood early in the development of turkeys
or ducks makes these animals tolerant to the development of sarcomas
induced by certain strains of RSV. This conclusion also implies that
control animals are resistant to RSV by virtue of an immune response.
The initial development and subsequent regression of tumors in control
birds suggest that this immune response consists of a homograft reaction
against the Rous sarcoma. This is further supported by the experimental
termination of acquired tolerance in turkeys through transfer of spleen
cells from RSV-immune donors to tolerant recipients ( Harris and Simons,
1962; Harris, 1963). The immune reaction against the tumor must be
cell-mediated, since transfer of serum from RSV-immune animals does
ot abolish tolerance ( Svoboda, 1962a,c). The antigens involved in con-
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ferring tolerance have been studied in detail ( Harris, 1956; Harris and
Simons, 1958; Svoboda, 1960b). From this work it appears that a polysac­
charide related to human blood group A substance is active in inducing
tolerance to RSV in ducks or turkeys. Surprisingly, no material conferring
such tolerance has so far been isolated from Rous sarcomas or from
RSV preparations, possibly because the available quantities have not
been sufficient ( Harris, 1963; Harris and Simons, 1962). Of mterest
is the fnding that the development of natural heteroagglutinins to
chicken red blood cells is not suppressed in RSV-tolerant ducks, and
that tolerance to RSV may be retained in turkeys which have rejected
a chicken skin graft ( Svoboda, 1960a; Harris, 1956). The available infor­
mation on the induction and nature of the tolerance to RSV i ducks
and turkeys is compatible with the hypothesis that cells infected with
certain strains of RSV acquire a new antigen, probably related to blood
group A substance. The mechanism by which RSV endows the mfected
cell with this new ant igen is not kown.

5. Virus-Free Tumors
It is an old observation that the amount of infectious virus recover­

able from Rous sarcomas is highly variabl e and that occasionally no
RSV whatever can be found even in highly malignant growths ( Rous
and Murphy, 1914a). Similar fndings have been made repeatedly, and
an examination of past and recent publications indicates that there are
at least two basically different situations from which Rous sarcomas
with low or lacking virus content may arise. Lack of virus in sarcomas
initiated with a high dose of RSV is correlated with the age of the
tumor and the age of the hlmor-bearing animal ( Carr, 1943b; Duran­
Reynals, 1946; Duran-Reynals and Freire, 1953; Bryan et al., 1955).
These data suggest that an immune response of the host against virus
or rumor cells might be responsible for the absence of_ mfech".1ty. Rous
sarcomas caused by a low dose inoculum are devoid of virus even
in their early stages of development regardless of host age (Bryan
et al., 1955; Prince, 1959). There is no indication that the lack of virus
in these cases is due to an immune reaction of the chicken. Recen
experiments have confirmed the dual origin of noninfect~ve R_ous sar­
comas and have provided a clarifcation of the mechanisms involved
(Rubin, 1962a,b; Rubin and Hanafusa, 1963; Shi mizu and Rubi n, 1064)­
Sarcomas arising from a large dose of virus contain high titers of RS
throughout the second week of growth; thi s is followed by a rapid de­
cline in virus content, resulting in the virtual absence of virus from sar­
comas grown for 30 days or more. Regressions of such old tumors are ""
uncommon, and animals which recover are immune to challenge mfe

tion with RSV or sarcoma cells. The immune reaction of the host not
only affects the complete virus present in the tumor but appears to
act also on tumor cells themselves. Sarcoma cells obtained from old
tumors show a greatly decreased abil ity to produce RSV when placed
in tissue culture. The nature of the immune reaction responsible for
the termination of virus synthesis and cell growth in old Rous sarcomas
is indicated by two observations: (1) Although many tumor-bearing
chickens develop neutrahzmg antibody against RSV, there is no correla­
tion between antibody titers in the blood and the failure to recover
virus from the tumor. (2) Old and regressing Rous sarcomas are mas­
sively infiltrated with lymphocytes. This suggests that the principle cause
for nonmfectiousness and regression is a cell-mediated immunity directed
primarily against the_ Rous sarcoma cell rather than against RSV, Addi­
tional support for this hypothesis is provided by the fnding that birds
recovering from a Rous sarcoma may be fully immune to challenge
infection even m the absence of circulating viral antibody ( Prince, 1959),
and that the development of RSV neutralizing antibodies in a tumor-bear­
ing chicken does not signal tumor regression (Vigier, 1958; Mendle
and Pollard, 1959; Dougherty et al., 1960). The connection between
lymphocytic infiltration, Iack of infectious RSV, and regression of Rous
sarcomas has also been observed by Stenkvist and Pontén (1963). It
is highl y probably that cessation of virus synthesis and tumor rejection
are but two different manifestations of the same immunological phe­
nomenon. In turkeys, the production of RSV antibodies shows a better
correlation with the Iack of virus in the tumors than it <loes in chickens·
but here, too, sarcomas may be found which are virtually free of RSV,
despite the absence of signifcant antibody titers in the tumor-bearing
host ( Rauscher and Groupé, 1960a).

Severa! lines of evidence indicate that the antigens eliciting the im­
mune reaction against Rous sarcomas induced by high doses of virus
belong to the virus particles themselves and may be the coat proteins
of RSV. Chickens injected with RSV nonproducer cells not only fail
to develop RSV neutralizing antibodies, but also do not acquire the cell­
bound immunity directed against RSV tumor cells. Rous sarcoma cells
which are free of complete virus are apparently devoid of the critica!
antigen involved in the cell-mediated immune reaction. Induction of
immune tolerance to RAV by intraembryonal injection results in a com­
plete inability of the adult birds to mount an immune reaction against
Rous sarcomas. Since the only presently known common antigen of
RAV and of RSV is that of the viral coat, this same antigen seems
to be crucial for the process of tumor regression. It is conceivable that
viral coat antigens which become incorporated in the cell membrane
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mark such a cell for an immune attack. However, the possibility remains
that RAV- and RSV-producing cells share more antigens than those
of the viral coat. But even if such antigens were involved in the process
of Rous sarcoma regression, they would still be antigens which are
characteristic of virus production rather than of malignant cells.

An explanation for the virus-free Rous sarcomas arising from a low
<lose inoculum has been based on the defectiveness of RSV ( Rubín
and Hanafusa, 1963; Shimizu and Rubín, 1964). In a small inoculum
of RSV the probability for solitary infection without RAV is increased,
and the resulting tumors may therefore consist of nonproducer cells.
Noninfectious Rous sarcomas initiated with a small virus inoculum in­
deed show all essential characteristics which define nonproducer cells
in vitro. Cells from such sarcomas explanted in tissue culture fail to
release virus, but virus production can be activated predictably by
superinfection with RAV. The proportion of nonproducing sarcomas
arising from a small RSV inoculum can also be sharply reduced by
inoculating an excess of RAV in the same site, thus providing ample
opportunity for superinfection of prospective nonproducer cells with a
helper virus. Even without an initial excess of RAV, sarcomas of non­
producer cells eventually become superinfected by helper virus and
turn virus producers. It is only then, however, that the antigens appear
which actívate the immunological defense of the host, resulting in even­
tual regression of such tumors. The experiments substantiating the dual
origin of virus-free Rous sarcomas do not rule out the possibility that
still other mechanisms exist which lead to noninfectiousness. In fact,
the present theories do not fully account for all observations made on
virus-free Rous sarcomas, such as the finding of resistance to RSV infec­
tion in sarcoma cells cultivated from sorne noninfective tumors (Prince,
1959; Bergs and Groupé, 1962a,b).

The discovery of a cell-bound immune response to Rous sarcoma
raises the question whether similar mechanisms of host defense are
also operative against other avían tumor virus neoplasms. The strong
decline of susceptibility to tumor formation with increasing age of the
animal observed with several avían tumor viruses suggests that immune
responses might play an important role in determining the outcome of
avian tumor virus infection (Eckert et al., 1955a; Burmester et al., 1960a;
Sevoian and Chamberlain, 1963). This supposition is further strength­
ened by the fnding that bone marrow cells obtained from adult chickens
are fully susceptible in vitro to AMV-induced transformation (Beaudreau
et al., 1960a). The reason for the failure of AMV to cause myeloblastosis
in adult chickens must therefore be sought at the level of the organism
rather than at the level of the single cell. The increased incidence of

apparently virus-free plasmas in chickens developing myeloblastosis only
after a prolonged latent period constitutes another similarity to the
Rous sarcoma system, although the mechanisms involved in producing
virus-free tumors need not be the same as those found with RSV (Eckert
et al., 1952).

B. Natural Transmission and Persistence of Avian Tumor Viruses
in Chicken Populations

Avían leukosis virus infection is extremely commo h;k fi k
th . n m c: ac. .en oc -s,

and here is reason to believe that the overwhelming majcrity 3F q
h. k b . f ¡on o acmckens ecome intected with feld strains of avian le il·:. ,¿

:.±. ± • eu. .o1s virus SOme­
time during their lives. This widespread infeotion is responsible for
often devastating outbreaks of visceral lymphomatosis and constitutes,
therefore, a considerable economic problem. For this reason epidemio­
logical research on avian lymphomatosis has been of importance for
sorne hme. The basic characteristics of horizontal and vertical vir s
transmission in chicken flocks have been worked out i etestve áá
patient experimentation by Burmester ( 1957). These outlines have been
completed and extended through the use of in vitro techniques for the
assay of avian lymphomatosis virus ( Rubin, 1960a). Such techniques
have facilitated the processing of adequate numbers of serum and tissue
samples collected in the feld in tests for the presence of virus and
Virus-neutralizing antibodies. Avian lymphomatosis virus is detected by
its ability to interfere with RSV in tissue culture. Antibody to lymphoma­
tos1s vrus is measured by the direct neutralization of RSV, since it
has been show that feld strains of lymphomatosis virus and RSV
%"? immunologically related, although not identical (Rubi et al., 1961,
Tesen and Rubin, 1961). Adult chickens of commercial focks may be

divided into two major classes (Rubin et l., 1961, 1962). The frst con­
sists of highly viremic birds which have no detectable amounts of virus­
neutralizing antibody. Toe second is made up of birds which do not
carry the virus in their blood, but have neutralizing antibodies, indicating
past infection. The immune or viremic states of the individual adult
chi ckens are stable. The origin of this bipartite pattern of leukosis virus
infection can be best understood by observing the vertical transmission
of the virus from one generation to the next, as well as the horizontal
transmission within one generation (Burmester and Gentry 1954, Bur­
m t ' '
1 ester, 1955, 1962; Burmester and Waters, 1955, Rubin et al. 1961
962). "

,iremie hens regularly transmit the infection to their offspring
hrough the egg. Most of the immune hens produce offspring which are
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virus-free upon hatching, but some of these immune hens lay infected
eggs. It appears that such immune shedders carry an ovarian infection
which persists even in the presence of circulating viral antibodies. The
viremic or immune state of roosters has no influence on the vertical
transmission of lymphomatosis virus. Even highly viremic roosters, with
active virus production in testicular cells, fail to produce infected
progeny if mated to nonviremic hens. This indicates that the cellular
localization of avian lymphomatosis virus is cytoplasmic, a conclusion
which is in keeping with the available information on the cellular biology
of avían tumor virus infection in general. Embryos produced by
"shedder" hens usually contain large quantities of virus. Infectious center
measurements suggest that the majority of their cells are infected and
engaged in active virus synthesis. Yet the development of such con­
genitally infected embryos proceeds without detectable deficiencies; the
birds batch and grow up normally. A follow-up of chicks from "shedders"
and "nonshedders" shows that the immune or viremic state of the hen
has a tendency to be preserved in the offspring. Most congenitally in­
fected chicks are immunologically tolerant to the virus and remain
viremic throughout their life. They are a constant source for the hori­
zontal spread of the virus through contaet infection. Chicks produced
by "nonshedders" and free of virus are partially protected through the
frst few weeks of life by passively transmitted maternal antibody. By
the fourth week after hatching these antibodies have disappeared. At
that point proximity of viremic and nonviremic chicks leads to a high
incidence of contact infections in the latter. These infections manifest
themselves in a transient viremia which is succeeded by the appearance
of virus-neutralizing antibodies. Thus, contact infection results in im­
munity, whereas congenital infection leads to immune tolerance. The
progeny generation consists then, again, of two classes of birds, one
viremic and derived from "shedder" hens and the other immune, orig­
inating from immune hens. However, this conservation of viremia or im­
munity over several generations is not perfect. As already mentioned,
sorne of the immune hens transmit virus to a high proport ion of their
progeny. Conversely, an occasional embryo produced by a hen classified
as "shedder" may contain only little or no virus at ali and become
an antibody producer later in life. In addition, contact infection early
after hatching can lead to a permanent viremia and immune tolerance
in chicks produced by hens which do not infect their progeny (Rubin,
1962c). The incidence of visceral lymphomatosis in virus-tolerant birds
is signifcantly higher than that in immune members of the same popula­
tion. However, immune animals are not free from lymphomatosis. As

can be concluded from the existence of immune "shedder" hens, antibody
production is not completely successful in eliminating the tumor virus
from the organism. The noncytocidal virus can persist in the host cell
indefinitely and is sheltered ther from antibody action. The production
of virus-neutralizing antibody is therefore of litt le protective value for
the individual host, although it might be considered useful for the
population since it reduces the efRciency of horizontal virus spread.
The higher incidence of lymphomatosis in virus-tolerant birds constitutes
a selective disadvantage for this group and should eventually result in
its elimination. However, there appears to be a constant new recruitment
of permanent viremic animals, through immune "shedder" birds and
through contact infection during the frst few days after hatching, lead­
ing to immune tolerance.

The epidemiology of avian leukosis virus infection is also in accord
with sorne observations of long standing. There can be no doubt that
the "natural" antibodies to RSV found so frequently in adult chickens
are the result of an infection with feld strains of avian leukosis virus
(Duran-Reynals, 1940; Duran-Reynals et al., 1953; Kenzy, 1953; Kenzy
and Neuzil , 1953; Bang, 1958; Bang and Foard, 1963). The transmission
of such antibodies via the egg to progeny birds has also been observed
many years ago ( Andrewes, 1939). The new knowledge in the trans­
mission of avian leukosis virus has been used for the establishment of
leukosis-free chicken flocks ( Hughes et al., 1963; Levine and Nelsen,
1964). In the experiments of Levine and Nelsen about one fourth of the
chickens appear to have escaped infection as judged by the absence of
virus and of RSV antibody. Besides viremic and immune birds these
apparently unaffected chickens constitute a third, neutral class, which
does not seem to be involved in the horizontal or vertical transmission of
avian leukosis virus. Since the horizontal spread of avian leukosis virus
is highly effcient among susceptible birds, and can even occur by air­
borne transmission ( Sevoian et al., 1963), the existen ce of uninfected
animals in a population where leukosis is endemic is surprising. Two
explanations, which are not mutually exclusive may be offered for this
inding: ( 1) A proportion of the birds in the population may be geneti­
cally resistant to avian leukosis virus. Such animals do not develop
natural RSV antibodies (Kenzy et al., 1961). ( 2) Sorne birds may
have avian leukosis virus antibodies which do not cross-react with RSV.
Such a sign of past infection would escape detection by routine tests
using RSV as indicator virus for. neutralization. The natural routes by
whiceh avian lymphomatosis virus is transmitted vertically and
horizontally are represented in Fig. 2.
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Frc. 2. Vertical and horizontal transmission of avían leukosis virus in chicken
flocks ( see text for details).

VI. RSV I MAMMALLAN HOSTS

A. In Vivo Studies

1. RSV Strains Pathogenic for Mammals
A considerable expansion of the avian tumor virus feld has resulted

from the recent fndings that certain strains of RSV are carcmogen~c
· mammals This observation has attracted much attention and at the
mn • h ¡1l· itsmoment the study of mammalian Rous sarcomas, althougl stil m
infancy, is one of the fastest moving areas in tumor virology. It "°

therefore to be expected that a review of the present data will be
rapidly outdated by new developments. There appear to be three vari­
ants of RSV which are regularly pathogenic in mammals: ( 1) The
"Carr-Zilber" strain is mainly used by laboratories in the Soviet Union
and was supplied by Dr. Carr, Edinburgh (Zilber, 1961). (2) The
Prague strain, studied by Czechoslovakian groups, was acquired from
Dr. Engelbreth-Holm, Copenhagen, in 1952 ( Klement and Svoboda,
1963). ( 3) The Schmidt-Ruppin strain, used predominan tiy in Sweden
and the United States, derives from material provided by Dr. Schmidt­
Ruppin, Frankfurt am Main, who in turn received it from Dr. Oberling,
Paris, in 1953 (Schmidt-Ruppin, 1964). The origins of these strains,
their relationships to each other and to the widely used Bryan strains
are not clear. The Prague and Schmidt-Ruppin strains differ from each
other with respect to their pathogenicity. Tumors can be induced in
adult Syrian hamsters by the Schmidt-Ruppin strain, but not by the
Prague strain ( Klement and Svoboda, 1963). Antigenie distinctness of
the Bryan and Schmidt-Ruppin strains and a relationship of the latter
to AMV have already been mentioned ( Section II,F,2). Antigenie differ­
ences exist also between the Carr-Zilber and the Bryan strains ( Munroe
and Southam, 1964). Other strains of Rous sarcoma virus, such as the
Mili Hill strain and the Harris strain, have not been found to be car­
cinogenic to a significant extent in the mammal ( Ahlstri:im and Jonsson,
1962a; Ahlstróm et al., 1962; Harris and Chesterman, 1963). The case
of the Bryan strain is equivocal, but its carcinogenicity in mammals
is certainly of a low order (Munroe and Southam, 1964). Sorne of the
data on the induction of Rous sarcomas in mammals and corresponding
references are summarized in Table VI. It can be seen that most of
the work has been carried out in common laboratory rodents, but the
successful induction of sarcomas in newborn rhesus monkeys indicates
that the host range of sorne RSV strains may encompass a wide variety
of mammals. An inoculation of RSV in the adult human performed
in 1939 has not resulted in any pathological effects for more than 20
years, although the virus strain used may have been identical or closely
related to the one which was later found to be pathogenic in newborn
monkeys ( Carr, 1960). The pathogenesis of RSV-induced growths is fairly
uniform in different species, with sarcomas as the prevailing host re­
sponse to the virus. An exception is the rabbit in which only benign
fibromas are formed. In the case of rats the sarcomas are usually pre­
ceded by the formation of chronic hemorrhagic cysts. The histogenesis
of these cysts as well as that of rat Rous sarcomas has been studied
very extensively (Zilber and Kryukova, 1957; Svet-Moldavsky, 1957,
Saldeen, 1962, 1963; Klement and Sácha, 1963; Shapiro and Morgunova,
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TABLE VI
SURVEY OF ROUS SARCOMAS IN MAMMALS

Mouse, Mus musculus SR

Rat, Rattus orveqicus CZ

Chinese hamster, SR
Cricclulus griseus

Conditions
of successful
inoculation

a, b, c

a, c

a, c

a, c

a, c

TABLE VI (Continued)

RSV
Mammalian species strain" Refcrence Growth

Cotton rat, cz Munroe une! Windle Sarcomas
Sigmodon hispidus (1963)

Svct-Moldavsky
(1963)

Svet-Moldavsky and
Svet-Moldavskaya
(1964)

Guinea pig, SR Ahlstréim et al. Sarcomas
Cavia porcellus (1963a)

cz Munroe and Windle Sarcomas
(1963)

Rabbit, cz Zilber and Kryukova Benign
Orctolaqus cuniculus (1958) fibromas

Zilber (1961)
SR Ahlstréim et al. Benign

(1963b) fibromas,
cysts

Monkey, cz Munroe and Windle Sarcomas
Macaca mulatta (1963)

ª CZ, Carr-Zilber strain; PR, Prague strain; SR, Schmidt-Ruppin strain.
Tumors were induced by a, inoculation of cellular material from chicken sar­

comas; b, inoculation of cell free material from chicken sarcomas; e, inoculation of
embryos, newborn, or young animals; d, inoculation of adult animals.

e Strain not identified.

1963). Primary tumor induction in the mammal often requires the im­
plantation of cellular material from chicken sarcomas and may be
unsuccessful if cell-free preparations are used. However, su:fficiently
numerous mammalian sarcomas induced by cell-free RSV material are
on record to indicate that the apparent requirement for cellular material
in sorne cases is not a basic one (Ahlstróm et al., 1963b; Munroe and
Southam, 1964; Klement, 1964). One might presume that the effect
of viable Rous sarcoma cells in the inoculum is to provide large quanti­
ties of virus over an extended period of time. So far, only newborn
or young animals have been found susceptible to the carcinogenic action
of RSV, with the exception of Syrian hamsters which remain susceptible
as adults (Ahlstróm and Forsby, 1962; Klement and Svoboda, 1963).

Conditions
of successful
inoculation

a, b, c

Growth

Sarcomas

Klernent and Sarcomas a, C

Svoboda (1963)
a, b, c, dAhlstréim and Sarcomas

Forsby (1962)
Klement and Svoboda

(1963)
Schmidt-Ruppin

(1964)
Klement (1964)
Munroe and Windle Sarcomas

(1963)

Ahlstréim et al. Sarcomas a, b, e
(1964)

Zilber and Cysts, a, b, c
Kryukova (1957) sarcomas

Svet-Moldavsky
(1957, 1958a,b,
1961)

Zilber (1961)
Munroe and
Southam (1964)

Svoboda (1960c) Cysts, a, c
sarcomas

Schmidt-Ruppin Cysts, a, b, c
(1959) sarcomas

Ising-Iversen (1960)
Ahlstróm and
Jonsson (1962b)

Klement el al. (1963)
Schmidt-Ruppin

(1964)
a, bSokoloff et al. (1963) Cysts

Schrnidt-Ruppin
(1959)

Ahlstréim et al.
(1963b)

Schmidt-Ruppin
(1964)

Reference

CA

PR

SR

PR

SR

RSV
Mammalian species strain°

Syrian hamster,
Cricetulus aureus
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2. RSV-Induced Carcinogenesis in the Mammal versus Heterotransplanta­
tion of Chicken Sarcoma
In many cases primary mammalian Rous sarcomas are induced with

an inoculum of chicken sarcoma cells. It is therefore important to estab­
lish that the tumor in the mammal is composed of host cells and not
of chicken cells. There are two main lines of evidence which afRrm
the host origin of primary mammalian Rous sarcomas and exclude the
participation of chicken cells in these growths: (1) Primary mammalian
Rous sarcomas do not contain detectable amounts of chicken antigens
( Svet-Moldavsky and Skorikova, 1960; Gusev and Svoboda, 1962
Ahlstrom and Forsby, 1962; Ahlstróm and Jonsson, 1962b; Svet-Moldav­
sky and Svet-Moldavskaya, 1964). Serial passage of Rous sarcomas in
mammals is even successful in animals preimmunized with chicken anti­
gens ( Svoboda, 1962b). (2) No chicken karyotypes are seen among
the dividing cells of primary mammalian Rous sarcomas (Ising-Iversen,
1960; Landa et al., 1962a,b). Identifiable metaphases show the chromo­
somes of the mammalian host (Ahlstróm and Forsby, 1962; Ahlstróm
and Jonsson, 1962b; Svoboda and Simkovi, 1963; Ahlstróm et al., 1964).
The primary tumors contain mostly a diploid or near diploid chromosome
complement of the host. Only in the Chinese hamster has a tetraploid
primary tumor been reported (Ahlstróm et al., 1964). Upon serial trans­
plantation in mammals ploidy changes as well as structural changes
of the chromosomes are observed ( Nichols, 1963; Nichols et al., 1963).
Further unequivocal support for the direct malignization of mammalian
cells is provided by the successful induction of tumors with cell-free
virus preparations. An important objection which could be raised against
the conclusion that RSV is carcinogenic in mammals is the possibility
that the Schmidt-Ruppin strain and other RSV strains are contaminated
with such ubiquitous oncogenic agents as polyoma virus. However,
neither polyoma virus hemagglutinin nor polyoma virus hemagglutina­
tion-inhibiting antibodies are detectable in Rous sarcoma-bearing mam­
rnals (Ahlstróm and Jonsson, 1962b; Ahlstrorn et al., 1963a). The pres­
ently available evidence is therefore overwhelmingly in favor of a direct
interaction between certain strains of RSV and mammalian cells, leading
to malignant transformation.

3. Transplantabili ty of Mammalian Rous Sarcomas

Successful homotransplantation has been reported wi th some f the
frst mammalian Rous sarcomas described in the literature (Svet-Moldav­
sky, 1958a,b). Almost any reference listed in Table VI attests to the

generality of this finding. A survey of serial transfers in various species
is given by_ Ahlstrom et al., 1963b. Perhaps the oldest established line
of mammalian Rous sarcoma is the tumor "XC" which has been kept
in serial passage since 1960 (Svoboda, 1961; Chle et al., 1963). In
all instances, serial homotransplantation in the mammal is dependent on
the injection of viable cells. Mice which have rejected a homograft
of Rous sarcoma show a clear-cut resistance to challenge injections with
isologous Rous sarcoma cells which cause progressively growing tumors
in untreated control animals (Sjógren and Jonsson, 1963). The nature
of the antigens responsible for this immune response has not been clearly
defined. The antigens are present in mammalian Rous sarcoma cells which
are presumably free of virus, whereas cell-free preparations of RSV
prove almost ineffective in inducing a specific immunity to Rous sarcoma
isotransplants. This would seem to indicate that a cellular rather than
a viral, antigen is of importance for the acquired transplant ation resist­
ance to Rous sarcomas in mice. Many of the mammalian Rous sarcomas
can also be transplanted back into the chicken, resulting in the growth
of Rous sarcomas which in some cases have been shown to contain
infectious RSV (Svoboda, 1960c; Svet-Moldavsky, 196l; Ahlstróm and
Forsby, 1962; Ahlstróm 1963b). Only with Rous sarcomas from guinea
pigs have attempts of heterotransplantation into the chicken met with
consistent failure (Ahlstróm, 1963a).

4. Absence of Free Virus from Mammalian Rous Sarcomas and Evidence
far the Persistence of Viral Genetic Material

Serial passages of Rous sarcomas in mammals can only be accom­
plished with viable cells, which indicates that the mammalian Rous sar­
comas might not contain appreciable amounts of RSV. This is further
supported by the failure to demonstrate free RSV in filtrates and subcel­
lular fractions of mammalian tumors, or in tissue cultures of such tumors
by inoculation into chickens ( Svoboda et al. 1963· Klement et al. 1963:
Si k •V l ' ' ., ,m ov1c et al., 1963; Huebner et al., 1964). Furthermore Rous sar­
coma-bearing mammals do not develop RSV-neutralizing antibodies
(Svoboda et al., 1963). [A notable exception to this general rule is a
single hamster sarcoma studied by Svoboda and Klement (1963). This
tumor contained infectious RSV in the cell-free filtrate of the seventh
hamster passage.] Despite the widely observed absence of free RSV
from mammalian Rous sarcomas, a potential for complete RSV produc­
tion appears to be preserved and transmitted in the mammalian sarcoma
cells. This is indicated by the fnding of complete RSV in chick
sarco hi h . f enmas w c anse rom back-transplants of mammalian Rous sarcoma
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cells into the avian host ( Svoboda, 1960c, 1961, 1962b; Simkovi et al.,
1962a, 1963; Huebner et al., 1964). Such back transplants are successful
only with whole cells. Frozen and thawed material from rat tumors <loes
not induce infectious Rous sarcomas in the chicken ( Svoboda and
Simkovié, 1963). The injection of X-irradiated cells from the rat Rous
sarcoma "XC" into chickens has led to conflicting results, and it is
not clear from the published data whether the mammalian tumor cells
must be capable of dividing in arder to cause an infectious Rous sarcoma
in chickens (Vrba and Chaytor, 1964; Chle, 1964). X- or UV-irradiation
of "XC" cells in vitro does not induce virus production, but mixed
cultivation with chicken fibroblasts does (Simkovié et al., 1962b,
Svoboda and Simkovic, 1963). A clase association of the mammalian
sarcoma cells with chicken cells appears, therefore, to be the prerequisite
for the activation of RSV synthesis. The nature of this cellular interaction
remains to be worked out. It should also be pointed out that activation
of RSV production is not always observed when mammalian tumor
cells are brought in contact with chicken cells. It has already been
mentioned that Rous sarcoma cells of the guinea pig do not induce
a tumor when heterotransplanted into chickens (Ahlstróm et al., 1963a).
But even when Rous sarcomas of other mammalian species are used,
the outcome of attempts to reactivate virus synthesis by heterotransplan­
tation appears to be largely unpredictable, indicating that the conditions
of reactivation are still insufficiently understood (Ahlstróm et al., 1963b;
Klement and Svoboda, 1963; Klement, 1964; Chle, 1964). Despite such
unpredictability of the system, it is probably safe to say that the com­
plete genome of RSV is carried and replicated in sorne mammalian
Rous sarcomas. This perpetuation of the viral genome in the absence
of virus synthesis is reminiscent of the avian nonproducer cells resulting
from infection with defective RSV. However, the state of the RSV
genome in mammalian cells is not likely to be comparable to that in
avian nonproducers. The Schmidt-Ruppin strain of RSV <loes not appear
to be defective ( Section IV,E), and there is no indication that superin­
fection with an avían leukosis virus is involved in the activation of
RSV synthesis in mammalian tumors. Additional evidence for the pres­
ence of viral genetic material comes from the discovery of an avían
tumor virus group-specific, complement-fixing antigen in mammalian
Rous sarcomas (Huebner et al., 1963, 1964; see also Section II,F,2). The
specifc complement-fixing antigen is present in Rous sarcomas of all host
species which have been tested. This argues against specification of the
antigen by the cell genome and favors determination by the genetic
material of RSV.

Mammalian species

Mouse

Rat

African green monkcy

Man

Guinea pig

RSV strain

SR

SR
PR
BR

SR

SR
cz

SR

Reference

Bergman and Jonsson (1962)

Bergman and Jonsson (1962)
Svoboda and Ch;le (1963)
Rothschild and Febvre (1963)

Jensen el al. (1964)

Jensen et al. (1964)
Zilbcr uncl Shevljughyn (196'1)

Bergman and Jonsson (1962)
Ahlstriim et al. (1963a)

ª SR, Schmidt-Ruppin strain; PR, P •
Zilber struin. ' ' rague stram; BR, Bryan strain; CZ, Carr-

B. In Vitro Studies
In tissue cultures of several mammalian species RSV induces a cellu­

"""y"formation simi lar to the one observed in click fbroblast cultures
an characterized by the • f ·. ] appearance o rounded, refractile cells, which
may grow m c umps and • II 1 '(Table VII), I, ] occas1onally show excessive vacuolization

e . n genera , only those strains which are pathogenic for

TABLE VII
TRANSFORMATION Or MAMMALIAN CELLs D RSV n Tia g

1 JSSUE ULTUHE

mammals in vivo a ] rr · · ·re a so eltective in tissue culture ( Bergman and""j3 1962 Jense et «L., 1964 zIler ad shevljgly, ío64). [A
],"" eception is he fnadg of transforaion m rirro±tasé et­

"tected with the Bryan strain (Rothschi ld and Febvre, 1963).]
. e correlation between the ability of RSV to infect mammalian cells
n vivo and in itr i th11 1 1 . VI 10 suggests t at the host range is controlled at the¡$" ad s protaty o titen«ca y, organice responses.

1 e of mterest to determine whether the vira] coat proteins
P ay the same decisive role here as they do in defining RSV host
pattern · l • k s range. s m c 11c ens. The mammalian cells transformed by RSV ·vitro sh :. n
Ron4 "e mmportant properties with cells obtained from mammalian
tu arcomas induced in vivo. They produce progressively growing
"JOTs when implanted into animals of the same species (SvolodChle, 1963). No infectious RSV is detectable in cultures of a

malian l] fe mam­ce s trans ormed by RSV in vitro (Svoboda and Chle, 1963,
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Jensen et al., 1964). However, virus production can be activated by
mixed cultivation of transformed mammalian cells and normal chicken
cells (Simkovi et al., 1962b; Svoboda and Simkovi, 1963; Svoboda
and Chle, 1963; Jensen et al., 1964). The avian tumor virus group­
specific antigen is present in transformed mammalian cultures even after
prolonged periods of cultivation (Jensen et al., 1964). The infection
of human cells with the Schmidt-Ruppin strain of RSV also causes
marked chromosome abnormalities (Nichols et al., 1964), a surprising
effect of an RNA virus with a multiplication cycle that appears to
be exclusively cytoplasmic. The transformation of mammalian cells by
RSV in vitro is doubtlessly the strongest evidence for a direct inter­
action of avian tumor virus and mammalian host. The tissue culture
system also offers ideal opportunities to investigate the numerous prob­
lems which are created by the inability of mammalian Rous sarcomas
to produce complete virus, and the activation of virus synthesis through
association with chicken cells.

VII. CONCLUSION

A review of a scientifc feld should not only present a concise survey
of past and current developments, but should also be helpful in forrnulat­
ing new problems as well as in restating old, unsolved ones which
recent work may have put in a different light. Severa! such problems
have been pointed out during the course of this paper. Others will
be defined in this last chapter.

The basic anatomy of avian tumor viruses is well established, and
to a certain degree morphology has become correlated with function,
mainly by the differenti ation of coat and core properties in defective
RSV. THe geometrical as well as chemical architecture of the nucleocap­
sid needs further study. An immediate question here concerns the size
and uniformity of viral RNA molecules, and whether the nucleocapsid
contains one or severa! of such molecules. The antigens of the two major
viral structures, nucleocapsid and envelope, await characterization. Ad­
vanees in this respect will in turn necessitate cytological investigations
with fluorescent antibodies which differentiate between the various viral
building blocks. A logical step toward higher resolution would then
be the use of ferritin-conjugated antibodies for the electron microscopic
identification of viral precursors. The structure of the viral envelope
is still only very incompletely understood. How does viral antigen be­
come integrated with the double lipid layer that forms the cell mem­
brane? Is it inserted in a lipid matrix, or is it superimposed on the other­
wise unaltered cell membrane? Does the addition of viral antigen to the
cell surface induce the budding? Which function do the knobs seen

at the viral periphery perform? A considerable gap in the knowledge
of avían tumor virus anatomy concerns the inner membrane visible
in thin sections of viral particles. There is no solid information as to
the origin, chemical and antigenic nature, or function of this structure.
The chemical dissection of the virus particle is still in a primitive state,
and the long-term goal of determining the primary structure of the main
virus-controlled molecules in the particle seems far away.

In the realm of infection and virus multiplication future work will
probably turn increasingly toward a molecular analysis of virus growth.
The unsatisfactory state of avian tumor virus purification is at present
an obstacle to such experiments, but solutions for thi s difficulty appear
to be within reach. On the other hand, the cellular biology of avian
tumor virus infection is by no means an exhausted subject. This is
particularly true of the avían leukosis viruses, for most of which tissue
culture systems are still in a developmental stage. An enormous feld
for biological exploration has also opened with the successful infection
of mammalian cells by RSV. In addition, such specife aspects as the
mechamsms of genetic cellular resistance and interference between avian
tumor viruses will require much further study befare they are ripe for
a molecular analysis. A problem which has been touched upon several
times during this review is the involvement of the cell nucleus in avian
tumor virus infection. The possibility of such nuclear participation is
supported only by very indirect evidence, such as the enlargement of
the nucleolus, or the rare finding of viral antigen in the nuclear region.
Such signs are commonly interpreted as secondary effects of cytoplasmic
virus multiplication on the nucleus, rather than a direct and essential
contribution of the nucleus to the infectious cycle. However, if the
Suggested requirement for DNA synthesis in avian tumor virus growth
is confirmed, a neutrality of the nucleus would appear unlikely.

Many questions also remain open at the level of the animal organism.
One of the more conspicuous ones is the age-dependent decline in
susceptibil ity to viral carcinogenesis observed with severa! avian Ieukosis
viruses. This decline has probably an immunological basis, but at present
such a contention lacks satisfactory experimental backing. The availabil­
ity of tissue culture tests for virus infectivity and for neutralizing anti­
bodies makes a thorough study of this subject feasible. A related topie
concerns the finding of virus-free leukemias, which appear to be more
frequent in older birds. The conditions leading to these growths require
analysis, bearing in mind the dual origin of noninfectious Rous sarcomas.

A task which should not be overlooked in future work is that of
bringing some order into the wide and increasingly confusing array
of avian tumor virus strains, by establishing subgroups and relationships
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to reference strains, and by setting up guidelines for the rapid classifica­
tion of newly isolated viruses. A logical extension of this project would
be the development of a generally accepted and adhered-to nomencla­
ture for avian tumor virus strains. Because of the multitude of such
strains this new nomenclature would have to be numerical.

The central and most fundamental problem of the avian tumor virus
field is doubtlessly the mechanism of virus-induced malignant transfor­
mation. Although the past few years have seen impressive pr.ogress
in the anatomy and multiplication of avian tumor viruses, advances
in the understanding of viral carcinogenesis have been slow. Perhaps
the main fnding in this respeet is the lack of an absolute link between
virus synthesis and cellular transformation. Another signifcant discovery
is the involvement of the cell membrane in the malignant behavior
of virus-transformed cells. This observation has given weight to non­
genetic theories of viral carcinogenesis, which regard cytoplasmic or­
ganelles including the cell membrane, as likely primary targets of the
cancer-producing virus. The dificulties encountered in the analysis of
virus-induced malignant transformation ar.e caused, at least in part, by
a lack of information on the normal control mechanisms operating in
vertebrate cells. Malignant cellular behavior and unrestricted growth
cannot be separated from di.fferentiation and normal control. This clearly
defines the area where avian tumor virology has its strongest and most
significant ties with general biology.
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eelworm transmission 0f, 89-90
introduction of, 167, 171
resistance to, 149-150
seed transmission of, 208
transport of, 194, 195

Tobacco streak virus, resistance to, 154
Tomato atypical virus, serology of, 264

265 v

Tomato black ring virus, eelworm trans­
mission of, 90

Tomato bushy stunt virus, distribution
of, 181

Tomato ringspot virus,
distribution of, 182, 204
seed transmission of, 208
transport of, 200

Tomato spotted wilt virus, transport of
191 '

Top yellows virus (pea), resistance to
156 "°

Tulip mosaic virus, in patato virus y
group, 17

Turnip latent virus, transport of, 191­
192

Turnip mosaic virus,
pathogenicity of, 142
resistance to, 148

Turnip yellow mosaic virus,
mechanical transmission of, 63, 79
serology of, 10, 12
in X-bodies, 182

V

Vine panaschüre virus, transmission of,
126

Viruses,
animal, see Animal viruses
plant, see Plant viruses



410 SUBJECT INDEX

w
Watermelon mosaic virus,

in potato virus Y group, 17
resistance to, 157

West Nile virus,
in beetle CNS, 285
transmission of, 282
vertebrate infection by, 283

Western equine encephalitis virus,
ecology of, 288, 289
in grasshopper CNS, 285
host alternation and, 285
latent infection by, 284

Western yellows virus, distribution of,
182

Wheat mosaic virus,
morphology of, 3
resistance to, 148
symptoms of and mite infestation of,

130
in tobacco rattle virus group, 14
heat mosaic rosette virus, resistance to,

158
Wheat spot mosaic virus, mite transmis­

sion of, 117-119, 132-133

Wheat streak mosaic virus,
mite transmission of, 109-117, 132--

133
in potato virus S group, 16
resistance to, 158

White clover viruses,
intranuclear inclusions from, 184
in potato virus X group, 15
serology of, 11, 12

Wound tumor virus,
biological transmission of, 82-83
distribution of, 181, 202-203
pathogenicity of, 141--142

X

X-bodies, virus in, 182-183

y

Yellow bean mosaic virus, intranuclear
crystals from, 183

Yellow net virus, aphid transmission of,
78

Yellow net rnild yellows virus, aphid
transmission of, 78

Yellow vein disease, aphid vector, 73-74

A

Acridine derivatives, use in virus chemo­
therapy, 3, 126-128

Actinophage p-l7, electron microscopy
of, 10, 139-140

Adenovirus ( es), 9, 157-193
antigens 0f, 9, 186-189
biological properties 0f, 9, 168-172
classification of, 9, 158-160
cytopathic effect of, 8, 267-268, 277
electron microscopy of, 9, 172-186,

10, 139-140
groups and classification of, 9, 283
growth in cell culture, 9, 165-168
host range of, 9, 160-165
human disease caused by, 9, 160--165
plaque assay of, 8, 367
structure of, 7, 317
gropyron mosaic virus, mite transmis­

sion of, 11, 127
Alfalfa mosaic virus, form and compo­

sition of, 3, 11
Allantoic membrane, influenza virus

propagation in, 1, 141-233
Amino acid ( s ) ,

analogues, use in cancer chemother­
apy, 3, 108-114 ,

viral, comparison of, 3, 23, 25
Amniotic fluid, in virus tissue culture,

1, 238, 239
Animal virus (es),

acri<line <lerivative effect on, 3, 197-­
128

amino acid chemotherapy of, 3, 110-
113

antibiotic chemotherapy of, 3, 128­
129

arthropod transmission of, 11, 277­
292

attachment and penetration to cells,
4, 102-105

cellular susceptibility to, 8, 258-259
cytopathic effect of, 8, 245-285
mechanism of, 8, 246-258
virus classification and, 8, 259-278

411

destruction of, phagocytic factors in,
7, 358-363

development in isolated tissue, 2, 81--
108

dyestuff chemotherapy of, 3, 124
electron microscopy of, 2, 213-219
enzyme inactivation of, 1, 299
form and composition 0f, 3, 17-22
inhibition tests on, 3, 57-59
metal ion chemotherapy 0f, 3, 123­

124
nucleic acids 0f, 1, 325-326
part icle counts and titration for, é,

111-158
plant growth regulator efeet on, ?

132
plaque assay 0f, 8, 319-378

method of, 8, 321-327
special uses 0f, 8, 356-366
statistical factors aflecing, 8, 350­

356
technical factors affecting, 8, 327

precipitation of, 1, 297, 298
properties of, 1, 303-307
purification 0f, 1, 296-299
purity tests for, 1, 299-303
resistance to, 7, 327-376

body temperature elfect on, 7,
341-352

hormone elfect on, 7, 333-334
nervous regulation of, 7, 363-374
protective reactions and, 7, 352-

358
synthetic process of, 2, 96-108
transmission of, vertical, 4, 12-14
visualization of, 1, 307-309
vitamin analogue chemotherapy of, 3,

115-118
( See also Vertebrate viruses and in­

dividual viruses)
Antibiotics, use in virus chemotherapy,

3, 128-131
Antigens, diflerentiat ion between type­

and strain specife, 1, 159, 160, 162
Antimetabolites, action in relation to in­

corporation of, 3, 137--140

CUMULATIVE SUBJECT INDEX, VOLUMES 1-11
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Aphid( s ),
-plant virus relationship, 11, 67-79
virus transmission by, 1, 42, 69, 80;

6, 99--101, 117--120
Arabis virus, electron microscopy of,

10, 139
Arboviruses,

elassifcation of, 9, 286-288
cytopathic elfect of, 8, 275-276
inactivation of, 9, 135-137
plaque assay 0f, 8, 371
serological relationships among, 9,

127-156
detection methods for, 9, 132-135
interpretation of, 9, 137-149
signifcance 0f, 9, 149-152

transmission of, 11, 277-292
Arthropod viruses, 9, 195-240

chemical composition of, 9, 227--229
cross-transmission of, 9, 219-222
distribution 0f, 9, 197-198
inclusion bodies of, 9, 208-210
interference between, 9, 236-238
isolation and purification of, 9, 225-

227
latent infections from, 9, 222-225
rnorphology, ultrastructure, and repli­

cation of, 9, 210-217
multiplication in arthropods and

plants, 9, 233-236
pathology of, 9, 198-208
serology of, 9, 229-231
tissue culture of, 9, 231-233
transmission of, 9, 217-219
types of diseases from, 9, 197

Aster yellows virus,
California straín, 3, 254-260
cicadellid transmission of, 1, 701f.
multíplication in insect vectors, 3,

225-233, 245
New York strain, 3, 254-256
strains of, cross protection between,

3, 251-273
Avian leukosis virus, 3, 152-155

chemical constitution of, 3, 163
electron microscopy of, 2, 217
infectivity and host response of, 3,

176-182; 11, 331-333
particle count on, 4, 136, 144

physical properties of, 3, 160-163
purification and properties of, 1, 295;

3, 156-158
transmission of, 11, 361-364

Avian myeloblastosis virus BAI strain
A, ínfectivity studies on, 11, 324-
331

Avian tumor viruses, 11, 293--385
properties of, 11, 295312
virus synthesis and release of, 11,

312--336

B

Bacteria, viral inhibitors from, 2, 39-41
Bacterial transformation, 3, 275307

genetic recombination and, 3, 293
307

mechanism of, 3, 282-293
properties of transforming agents, 3,

278-282
Bacteriophages, 4, 25-61

acridine elfects on, 3, 126-127
amino acid analogue chemotherapy of,

3, 108-110
amino acid composition of, 1, 10
antibiotic therapy of, 3, 130-131
biochemistry of, 1, 10-17, 317
biophysical properties of, 1, 6-9
chemical composition of, 1, 10-13
chemistry of, 4, 50--55
DNAs of, 3, 26
duplication of phage material, 1, 26-

30
dyestulf effect on, 3, 125
electron microscopy of 1. 2-4.6-8

15, 17, 22, 23, si, i$, si,s2,
2, 220-223

enzyme content of, 1, 11, 13, 14
f2-, electron microscopy of, 10, 140
form and composition of, 3, 14-17
genetic recombination of, 5, 124-135
genetics of, 1, 17-20, 29; 4, 42--50; 6,

137-157
growth requirements of, 1, 15-17
hydration of, 2, 258
infection by, initial steps in, 4, 28-34
inhibition tests on, 3, 59-61
invasion by, 1, 22-26

e

1-, 8, 44
properties 0f, 5, 156-157
structure and composition of, 8-4-8

life cycle of, 1, 20-32
Luria-Latarjet experiment on, 5, 117-

124; 8, 82-85
lysogeny of, 3, 136-137; 4, 34-42;

5, 151-183
mating in reproduction of, 5, 95-149
maturation chemistry of, 4, 55-59
mechanism of DNA replication in,

5, 135-145
metal ion elfects on, 3, 119-121
multiplicity reactivation of, 5, 108-

110
mutants of, 1, 17-19, 29, 30
nucleic acid(s), 1, 6, 9-11, 13-16,

28, 32, 316, 325-329
autoradiography of, 10, 77-81
biophysical characteristics of, 10,

65-100
electron microscopy of, 10, 77-81
orientation of, 10, 89-96
physical properties of, 10, 68-77

<t>R, electron microscopy of, 10, 140
R-174

DNA of, 10, 77
electron microscopy of, 10, 140
structure of, 7, 315-316

Pl, properties of, 5, 157-158
P2, properties of, 5, 158-159
P22, properties of, 5, 159-160
properties of, 1, 1-35; 5, 154-155
prophage and, 5, 163-165
bacteria! chromosome and, 5, 185­

190
protein and nucleic acid synthesis in,

1, 13-15
purine and pyrimidine chemotherapy

of, 3, 85-90
radiation inactivation of, 5, 97-110
radiobiological and genetic properties0f, 5, 98-99
ra<liosensitivity of the capacity, 5,

110-117
survival of UV radiation, 1, 7-9, 17,

19, 24-26, 33
T-,

form and composition of, 3, 14-17
infection of E. coli by, 4, 63-110

penetration in , 4, 86-102
reversible attachment in, 4, 67--86

T-even,
electron microscopy of, 10, 151-155
growth studies on, 8, 12-14

T2-,
chloramphenical effects on 8

95-100 , '
DNA of, 8, 3641, 106-111
effect of DNA-modifying agents

on, 8, 79-95
growth studies on, 8, 8-19
maturation of, 8, 52-57
mode of action, 8, 65-68
nitrous acid effects on, 8, 90-95
replication of, 8, 63-122
structure and composition of, 8, 4-8
UV effects 0n, 8, 79--82
X-ray damage to, 8, 89-90

T3-, amino acid composition of, 2,
155

T5-, 8, 41-44
growth studies on, 8, 15-19

temperature, properties of, 5, 152-156
thermal stability of, 7, 349
transduction and, 5, 182-185
transmission of, vertical, 4, 14
vegetative,

definition of, 8, 19-33
virus maturation an<l, 8, 1-61

vitamin analogue chemotherapy of,
3, 114-115

X-ray effeet on, 2, 122-124, 127, 128
( See also Colibacteriophages)

Bean, resistance to viral diseases, 2, 11-
13, 20, 28

Beet yellows virus, group of viruses,
11, 18

Beets, resistance to viral disease, 2, 14,
33, 34

Bergolclia viruses, classification of, 1,
130-132

Biting insects, plant virus spread by, 6,
103

Bittner virus, electron microscopy of, 10,
157

Bomby mori, viruses of, 1, 92/T.
Borrelina viruses, classifcation of, I,

130-131
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Bovine encephalomyelitis, ecology of,
5, 48-49

Bovine enteritis, ecology of, 5, 48
Bovine papula stomatitis virus, electron

microscopy of, 10, 149-150
Bugs, plant virus spread by, 6, 102
Bushy stunt virus, electron microscopy

of, 2, 209-210

e
Cadang-cadang disease, mite transmis­

sion of, 11, 127--128
Canine distemper virus, 7, 46-51
cultivation of, 7, 4647
cytopathic effect of, 8, 264-267
electron microscopy of, 10, 144
immunology of, 7, 47-48
measles virus related to, 7, 3846, 55
pathogenesis of, 8, 217-218
plaque assay of, 8, 367
strain variation in, 7, 48-49
use for measles immunization, 7, 49­

51
Capsule virus diseases (insect), 1, 95,

107, 108
DNA, comparison of, 3, 37
inclusion bodies of, 1, 101--106
morphology and development of, 3,

907-210
purification and isolation of, 1, 98-100

Camation mottle virus, electron
microscopy of, 10, 134

Cells, virus-infected, parasitic pattems
in, 3, 8-11

Central nervous system infections, path­
ogenesis of, 8, 218-230

Centrifugation, density gradient, of plant
viruses, 7, 193-224

Cherry mottle leaf virus, mite transmis­
sion of, 11, 126-127

Chick embryo,
influenza virus multiplication in, 1,

141-223, 285
poliomyelitis virus in, 1, 267-269
susceptibility an<l virus production in,

1, 143-144
Chicken tumor I, infective and host

response of, 3, 186-187

Chimpanzees, poliomyeliti s in, 1, 249-
953, 259, 264, 269

Cicadellids, plant virus transmission by,
1, 69-85

Clover club leaf virus, multiplication in
insect vectors, 3, 233-235, 245

Cold virus, plaque assay of, 8, 372
Colibacteriophage, 1, 2, 3, 178, 179, 279,

306, 316
inactivation of, 2, 129, 131, 133, 142,

146, 147
Complement fixation, measurement by

viruses, 5, 247-287
comparison of antigens in, 5, 281-286
comparison of sera in, 5, 277
contour representation and, 5, 270

277
parameters of, 5, 250-262

Com stunt virus, multiplication in insect
vectors, 3, 237-238, 245

Cotton curliness virus, possible mite
transmission of, 11, 130

Cowpox virus,
particle count on, 4, 136
plaque assay of, 8, 367

Coxsackie viruses, 8, 166
classifcation of, 8, 167--170
clinical manifestations of, 8, 170-182,

192-193
electron microscopy of, 2, 217-218
morbid anatomy of, 8, 182-185
plaque assay of, 8, 372
poliomyelitis virus and, 1, 269-290
purifcation and properties of, 1, 290
structure of, 7, 280, 311

Curly top virus, cicadellid transmission
of, 1, 70E.

Curly top virus, multiplication in insect
vector, 3, 238-241

Cucumber mosaic virus, resistances to,
2, 34

Cucumber viruses 3 and 4, form and
composition of, 3, 11

Cucumber viruses 3 and 4,
amino acid composition of, 2, 155
form and composition of, 3, 11
purifcation of, 6, 4648

Currant reversion virus, mite transmis­
sion of, 11, 102-109

D

Deoxyribonucleic acid,
in bacterial transformation, 3, 278-282
comparative study of in viruses, 3,

22-23, 26
as phage precursor, 8, 33-47
replication of in bacteriophages, 5,

135-145
in various viruses, 2, 165

Drosophila hereditary virus, 5, 195-245
assay of, 5, 199-203
extraction of, 5, 197-199
in host, 5, 204-219
mutation of, 5, 219-225
size of, 5, 203-204
temperature effects on, 5, 225-234

Drugs, effect on resistance to viruses
7, 368371'

Dyestuffs, use in chemotherapy, 3, 124-
125

E

Eastem equine encephalomyelitis,
plaque assay of, 8, 370

ECHO viruses,
classification 0f, 8, 168-169
clínica! manifestations of, 8, 168-169
plaque assay of, 8, 372

Ectromelia viruses, plaque assay of 8
367 >

Eelworms, as plant virus vectors 11
88-90 " "

Electron microscopy, of viruses, 2, 183­
239

contrast enhancement in, 8, 287-318
measurement in, 8, 314316
methods for, 8, 298-309
use of antibodies in, 8, 311-314

. use of enzymes in, 8, 309-311
impure, 2, 198-205
pure, 2, 205-223
shadowing in, 2, 190--193
shape and size measurement of 2

' '193--198
Enanthemata and exanthemata in

virus disease, 8, 233-236
Encephalomyelocarditis virus, electron

microscopy of, 10, 138
plaque assay of, 8, 372

Enteroviruses, 8, 165-197
cytopathic effect of, 8, 272-275, 277
epidemiology of, 8, 185-189
electron microscopy of, 10, 138
treatment of, 8, 190-191
pathogenesis of, 8, 185

Enzymes,
effect on viruses, 2, 37-39
of viruses, 2, 174-175

relation to viral activity, 3, 32-35
Equine encephalomyelitis virus,

electron microscopy of, 2, 218
purification and properties of, 1, 281­

283
Escherichia coli B, bacteriophage infec­

tive process of, 4, 63-110

F

Feline pneumonitis,
ecology of, 5, 47
particle count of, 4, 136

Fibroma-myxoma virus transformation
7, 103-129

DNAase-sensitive TAM and, 7, 118­
122

HEAT-TAM experiments on, 7, 113-
118

infectious viral nucleic acids of 7» )
124-126

nature of viruses involved in, 7, 107­
112

tissue culture of, 7, 109-110
viral recombination in, 7, 122-124
virulence and thermoresistance of 7' ,

108-109
Fig mosaic virus, mite transmission of

11, 119-121 ,
Foot-and-mouth disease virus, 5, 1-37

active immunity to, 5, 27-31
antiserum and, 5, 24-25
biophysical studies on, 5, 31-34
electron microscopy of, 10, 138-139
geographical distribution 0f, 5, 6-8
immunological types of, 5, 2-10
methods of typing, 5, 4-6
multiplication of, 5, 25-27
pathogenesis of, 8, 234-235
plaque assay of, 8, 372-373
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species adaptation of, 5, 13-20
titration 0f, 5, 20-24
"variant" strains of, 5, 10-13

Fowl orphan virus, plaque assay of, 8,
373

Fowl plaque virus,
electron microscopy of, 10, 141
particle count on, 4, 136
plaque assay 0f, 8, 369-370

Fungi,
as plant virus vectors, 11, 90-91
viral inhibitors from, 2, 3941

G

Gamma globulin,
poliovirus and, 1, 236, 250, 253, 263
prophylactic agent in man, 1, 254-257

Giant cell pneumonia, from measles
virus, 7, 35-36

Goat pneumonitis, ecology of, 5, 51
Granulosis virus, electron microscopy of,

10, 145
Grapevine viruses, soil-borne, 7, 139
Cross virus, electron microscopy of, 10,

157
Gypsy moth, see Porthetria dispar

H

Hamster virus, ecology of, 5, 4647
Hemadsorption virus, plaque assay of,

8, 369
Hemagglutination,

by influenza virus, 5, 289346
tests, of virus growth, 1, 149, 150,

152-154
Hepatitis, pathogenesis of, 8, 232, 233
Herpesviruses,
cytopathic effect of, 8, 262-264, 277
electron microscopy of, 10, 127-129
plaque assay of, 8, 367, 368

Host cell, entrance of virus into, 1, 200-
203

Hydrangea ringspot virus, purillcation of,
6, 48---49

Hydration, of viruses, 2, 241-287
5-Hydroxymethylcytosine, in biological

materials, significance of, 3, 35-43

Inclusion bodies,
of arthropod virus, 9, 208-210
polyhedral, 1, 92-94
proteins of, 1, 101-106
of virus, 11, 183-184, 203-204

lnfectious canine hepatitis virus, plaque
assay 0f, 8, 368

Infectious bronchitis virus, plaque assay
of, 8, 373

Infectivily titrations of viruses, 4, 111-
158

Influenza virus(es),
A, amino acid composition of, 2, 155
adsorption onto entodermal cells, 1,

195-200
antigenic variation among, 4, 18-19
biological properties o0f, 5, 291-294
complement fixation activity of, 1,

158-162
complete forro of, 2, 59E.
criteria of purity of, 5, 292
cultivation of, 2, 82--84, 87, 90-92,

95, 98
in respirometer, 2, 82-84

electron microscopy of, 2, 215-217,
10, 141, 162

enzyme activity of, 1, 154-158
filamentous, 4, 148-150
growth curves of, 1, 164-177
growth cycle phases of, 1, 195-221
hemagglutination by, 1, 151; 5, 289

346
adsorption of, 5, 299-305
enzymatic process in, 5, 305-321
reaction scheme of, 5, 320-341

host cell and, 1, 143-146
human immunity to, 4, 300-306
hydration of, 2, 241
immunological groups of, 4, 285--287
incomplete forms of, 2, 59-78

origin of, 2, 76-78
particle counts on, 4, 146-148
production 0f, 2, 69-76
properties of, 2, 64-69

infectivity of, 1, 147-151
interference phenomena of, 1, 181­

195

multiplication of in chick embryo al­
lantois, 1, 141-227

multiplicity of infector of, 4, 150-152
multiplicity reactivation and genetic

recombination of, 1, 177--181
neutralization studies on, 9, 6ff.
particle count on, 4, 136, 138-144
plaque assay of, 8, 369
properties 0f, 1, 162-164, 285--289
purifcation of, 1, 285-289
serological change patterns in, 4,

297-306
serological relationships among, 4,

279-310
size and shape of, 1, 146
soluble antigens of, 4, 281-285
strains of, antigenic analyses of, 4, 288
temperature eflects on, 7, 351

Insect vectors,
inherited resistance to, 2,11
plant virus multiplication in, 3, 221--

249
Insect virus(es),
capsule type, 1, 98
chemical composition of, 1, 118-121
classification and nomenclature of, 1,

130-132
development of, 3, 199-220
DNAs of, comparison of, 3, 27
electron microscopy of, 2, 219-220
inclusion body proteins of, 1, 101-106
isolation of, 1, 95-98
morphology and multiplication of,

1, 109-118
pathology of, 1, 92-95
physical properties of, 1, 106-108,

293-295
polyhedral type, 1, 92-94
purification of, 1, 98-101, 293-295
transmission methods of, 1, 126-130
virus-host relationship of, 1, 123-130
without intracellular inclusions, 3,

210-211
Insects, kappa-like cells in, 6, 336-339
lnterferon, 10, 1-38
assay 0f, 10, 3-4
mocle of action of, 10, 14-26
effects on cells, 10, 21-23
in vivo, 8, 202-206

nonspecific reactions and, 1O, 46-86

production by cells and viruses, 7,
352-353; 10, 4-10

properties of, 10, 10--26
biological, 10, 12-14
physicochemical, 10, 10-12

purification of, 10, 14-15
in recovery from virus infection, 10
role in naturally occurring infections,

10, 56-58
role in normal cells, 10, 33-34
as therapeutic agent, 10, 34

lonizing racliation,
effect on proteins and nucleic acids,

2, 110-120
effect on viruses, 2, 109--151

1(

Kappa particles, in paramecium, 6, 229­
356

Leafhoppers,
cross protection in aster yellows

viruses by, 3, 263-269
plant virus transmission by, 1, 69--

139; 6, 101--102
virus multiplication in nonvector

species, 3, 241-245
( See also Cicadellids)

Lima bean, resistance to viral cliseases,
2, 13-14

Liver infections, pathogenesis of, 8,
230-233

Louping ill virus, plaque assay of, 8,
370

Lymantria monacha, viruses of, 1, 92ff.
Lymphocytic choriomeningitis virus,

plaque assay o0f, 8, 373
Lymphogranuloma venereum, ecologyof, 5, 41-43
Lysogeny, 4, 3442; 5, 151-193

in bacteria,
immunity and, 5, 173-177
phage production by, 5, 177-179
prophage interference and, 5, 179­

182
properties of, 5, 160-163
stability of, 5, 171-173

establishment of, 5, 165-171
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M

Mealy bugs, plant virus spread by, 6,
102

Measles virus, 6, 205--227
attenuation of, for man, 7, 31-34
canine distemper, virus related to, 7,

3846, 49-51, 55
cross reaction of, with canine dis­

temper virus, 6, 222-223
cytopathic elfects of, 6, 211-216; 8,

264-267, 277
electron microscopy of, 10, 144
growth curve of, 6, 217-218
immunization against by canine dis­

temper virus, 7, 49-51
isolation and identifcation of, 6, 206-

207
particle size 0f, 6, 219-220
pathogenic changes induced by, 7,

35--36
plaque assay of, 8, 368
spontaneous agents in innoculated

cultures of, 6, 207-208
thermal stability of, 6, 218-219
tissue susceptibility in culture of, 6,

208-210
vaccine prospects of, 6, 225

Mengo virus, plaque assay 0f, 8, 369,
372

Meningopneumonitis virus,
ecology of, 5, 44-46
particle count on, 4, 136

Metal ions, use in virus chemotherapy,
3, 119-124

Mites, plant virus spread by, 6, 103;
11, 97--137

Moloney virus, electron microscopy of,
10, 156

Mouse encephalomyelitis virus, plaque
assay of, 8, 372

Mouse encephalomyocarditis virus, puri­
fcation and properties of, 1, 289
290

Mouse pneumonitis, ecology of, 5, 46
Mumps virus, 8, 123-164
antigenie relationships of, 8, 155-158
hemagglutination by, 8, 150-153
hemolysis by, 8, 153-155
infectivity assays of, 8, 129-131

interference phenomena in, 8, 148-
149

particle count on, 4, 136, 138-144
pathogenicity of, 8, 129
physical and chemical properties of,

1, 292-293; 8, 141--148
propagation of, 8, 124-141
purification of, 1, 292-293; 8, 141--142
-red cell interaction, 8, 150-155
relation to Newcastle disease and

parainfluenza viruses, 8, 157--158
stability of, 8, 146-147
structure of, 8, 142-146
tissue culture of, 8, 134-141

Myxoma, broma-, virus transformation
of, 7, 103-129

Myxoma viruses, plaque assay of, 8,
367

Myxoviruses,
classification of, 9, 284-286
cytopathic elfect of, 8, 271-272, 277
electron microscopy of, 10, 140-144
plaque assay of, 8, 369

N

Naniviruses, classification of, 9, 288-290
Negative staining, virus structure by,

10, 101-170
Neutralization, of viruses, 9, 1--125
Newcastle disease virus,

electron microscopy of, 2, 217
particle count in, 4, 136, 138-144
pathogenesis of, 8, 215-217
plaque assay of, 8, 369
purification and properties of, 1, 291--

292
NITAviruses, groups and classifcation0f, 9, 280-282
Nucleic acids,

of animal viruses, 1, 325326
of bacteriophages, 1, 325

(See also under Bacteriophage)
properties 0f, 1, 317-332
virus, 1, 315-332; 2, 165-174

composition of, 1, 320-324
function of, 1, 329-330
structure of, 3, 65-73

Nun moth, see Lymantria monacha

o
O'nyong nyong fever, plaque assay of,

8,371
Opossum virus, ecology of, 5, 47-48
Orf virus, electron microscopy of, 10,

149-150
Ornithosis, ecology of, 5, 52-53

p

Papilloma-Polyoma virus group, classi­
fication of, 9, 283-284

Parainfluenza virus, plaque assay of, 8,
369

Paramecium,
B particle of, 6, 252-256
kappa and related particles in, 6,

229-356
comparable particle in other organ­
isms, 6, 334-339

destruction of, 6, 327-331
function of, 6, 339--350
infectivity of, 6, 331-333
intracellular ecology and, 6, 321-

327
as killing particle, 6, 241
as reproductive particle, 6, 294316

Mu particle,
action of, 6, 278-298
as a reproductive particle, 6,

333334
N particle, mutations of, 6, 316-321
P particle of, 6, 247-252, 282-284
structure 0f, 6, 233--240

Peach mosaic virus, mite transmission of,
ll, 121-124

Pierce's disease of grapes, cicadellid
transmission of, 1, 70

Pigeon pea sterility virus, mite trans­
mission of, 11, 128

Plant growth regulators, use in virus
chemotherapy, 3, 131-132

Plant virus ( es),
abrasive transmission of, 4, 962
acridine derivative elfect on, 3, 128
amino acid analogue chemotherapy of,

3, 113-114
antibiotic chemotherapy of, 3, 129-

130

attenuated strains of, 4, 229-230
cicadellid transmission of, 1, 69-85
density gradient centrifugation of, 7,

193-224
applications of, 7, 218-221
procedure of, 7, 211-218
theory of, 7, 197-210

distribution of in plants, 11, 163-221
intracellular, 11, 175
in various plant tissues, 11, 202--213

elongated, classification of, 11, 1-24
groups of, 11, 121-122
morphology of, 11, 3-7, 12-20
serology of, 11, 7-20
taxonomy and nomenclature of, E,

20-22
form and composition 0f, 3, 12-14
incubation period of, 4, 224-226
-infected plants, heat therapy of, %,

234-239
infection, biochemistry 0f, 6, 75-91

anomalous proteins in, 3, 78-79
fate of virus particle in, 6, 83-84
growth substances in, 6, 86-87
nitrogen metabolism in, 6, 79-83
nucleic acid in, 6, 82-83
organic acids in, 6, 87-88
phosphorus disturbances in, 6,

84-85
respiration in, 6, 85-86

inherited resistance to, 2, 1-30
inhibited tests on, 3, 52-57
inhibitors and, 2, 31-57
inoculation transmission of, 4, 248-

252
chemical supplements of, 4, 269-

273
interaction of, in plants, 10, 219-255
introduction of into plants, 11, 163-

221
methods of, 11, 166-175

local-lesion transmission of, 4, 246-
248

metal ion chemotherapy of, 3, 121--
132

mite transmission of, 11, 97-137
multiplication of, 4, 230-234
in insect vectors, 3, 221-249

pathogenicity and resistance to, genet­
ics of, 11, 139-161
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plant growth regulator effect on, 3,
131--132

pressure transmission of, 4, 264
purifcation of, 6, 2-73
procedures of, 6, 4-38
purine chemotherapy of, 3, 74-82
pyrimidine chemotherapy of, 3, 82-

85
resistance to, 7, 327-376; 10, 232-235

protective reactions and, 7, 352-358
size, shape, and nucleic acid content

of, 3, 11
soil-borne, 7, 131-161

control of, 7, 153-157
ecology of, 7, 148-153
list of, 7, 133
as plant pathogens, 7, 132-142
transmission of, 7, 142--148

strains of, see undcr variation
susceptibility to infection of, 4, 222­

224
temperature effects on, 4, 221-278
spread and transmission of, 6, 93-135
agricultural practices and, 6, 126­

129
by arthropods, 6, 99-126
by contact, 6, 96-99
ecology and, 6, 103-126
mechanical, 4, 243-278
by sceds, 6, 94-96

translocation of in plants, 11, 163-221
cell-to-cell, 11, 184-202
prob]ems in, 11, 164-166

ultracentrifugation of, 4, 241-270
variation in, 7, 163-191

criteria for strain identifcation of,
7, 165-170

detection of strains of, 7, 178-179
differences in strains of, 7, 171-178
ecology of, 7, 185-186
isolation of strains in, 7, 170-171
mutation frequency in, 7, 171
origin of strains of, 7, 178-185

-vector relationships, 11, 61-96
aphids' role in, 11, 67-79
biological transmission in, 11, 79-87
of TMV, 11, 64-67

vitamin analogue chemotherapy of, 3,
118-119

Plants,
resistance to viruses, 11, 139-161
virus-infected, anomalous proteins in,

6, 75-78
Plaque assay, of animal viruses, 8, 319-

378
Pneumonitis, ecology of, 5, 43
Pock viruses, transmission of, 4, 11-12
Poliovirus, 1, 229-275; 8, 166, 167

antibodies and immunity to, 1, 253
254

biosynthesis of, 1, 245-248
in cell cultures, 7, 1-26

chemical properties of, 6, 181-183
clinical manifestations of, 8, 170-182,

192-193
complement fixation tests for, 1, 264-

265
cortisone enhancement of, 1, 251-253
Coxsackie virus and, 1, 269-270
crystallization of, 6, 177-180
cultivation in Hela cells, 2, 85
effects on cell, 7, 9-13
electron microscopy of, 2, 218; 6,

170-174; 10, 132
electrophoresis of, 6, 176
gamma globulin prophylaxis of, 1,

254-257
growth curves of, 1, 241-242; 7, 3-4
host-virus relationship of, 1, 249-251
hydrodynamic properties of, 6, 174-

176
identification of virus particles in, 6,

165--170
immunologic types of, 1, 229-231
inactivation and denaturation of, 6,

183-190; 10, 171-217
by chemicals, 10, 188-189
by heat, 10, 173-184
by high pressure, 10, 184-186
by ionizing and nonionizing radia­

tion, 10, 200-213
by supersonics, 10, 186-188

infection by, events in, 7, 6-9
intracellular events of, 1, 242-245,

7, 9-21
liberation of, 7, 21-22
maturation of, 7, 21
morbid anatomy of, 8, 182-185
particle count on, 4, 137, 144-145

physical properties of, 6, 170--180
plaque assay of, 8, 371
properties 0f, 1, 265-267
purification 0f, 6, 160-165
purified, 7, 4-6
replication of, 7, 14-20
serological epidemiology of, 1, 257­

264
serological properties of, 6, 190-199
tissue culture of, 1, 231-241
types 3 and 2 compared, 1, 267-269
ultrafiltration of, 6, 174

Polyhedral insect viruses,
DNAs of, comparison of, 3, 27
of insects, 1, 92--96, 98-100, 107, 108
morphology and development of, 3,

200-207
Polyoma virus, 7, 61-102

antigenic properties 0f, 7, 82-87
electron microscopy of, 10, 130-132
host response to, 1, 76-82
in vitro tests on, 7, 94-96
infectivity for animals, 7, 99
plaque assay of, 8, 367-368
propagation of, 7, 63-65
purification of, 7, 93-94
relationship to other viruses, 7, 87
resistance to physical and chemical

agents, 7, 96-98
size and morphology of, 7, 93
structure of, 7, 317

Porcine enterovirus, plaque assay of,
8, 372

Porthetria dispar, viruses of, 1, 92
Potato, resistance to viral diseases 2

15-19 ° "°

Potato virus S group of viruses, 11, 16-
17

Potato virus X
form and composition 0f, 3, 11
group of viruses, 11, 15-16
purifcation o0f, 6, 49-51

Potato virus Y,
group of viruses, 11, 17-18
mite transmission of, 11, 129-130

Potato yellow dwarf virus,
cicadellid transmission of, 1, 70ff.
electron microscopy of, 2, 211
purification of, 6, 15-52

Pox diseases, pathogens of, 8, 235
Poxviruses,

cytopathie effect of, 8, 260-262, 277
electron microscopy of, 2, 214-215;

7, 11-111
subgroups and classiflcation of, 9,

278-280
Properdin, virus-neutralizing activity of,

7, 334-341
Proteins, of viruses, 2, 154-165
Pseudorabies virus, plaque assay of, 8,

367
Psittacosis, ecology of, 5, 51-52
Psittacosis-lymphogranuloma group

viruses, 5, 39-93
antibiotic therapy 0f, 5, 73-81
antigenic structure of, 5, 63-66
avian diseases from, 5, 54
biochemical aspects of virus growth

of, 5, 70-73
chemotherapy of, 5, 73-81
clevelopmental cycle of, 5, 66-70
electron microscopy of, 2, 214-215; 5,

83
host parasite relationships of, 5, 4041
human cliseases from, 5, 41-44, 53-54
immunity to, 5, 81-82
purifcation 0f, 5, 83-85
serologic procedures applied to, 5,

55-63
taxonomy of, 5, 85-86
(See also individual viruses)

Purine analogues, use in virus chemo­
therapy, 3, 74-82, 85-87, 90-92

Pyrimidine analogues, use in virus
chemotherapy, 3, 82-85, 87-90, 92

R

Rabbit papilloma virus, 3, 151-152
chemical constitution of, 3, 160
electron microscopy of, 2, 218-219
hyclration of, 2, 251
infectivity ancl host response of, 3,

182-186
physical properties of, 3, 158-160
purification and properties of, 1, 283-

285; 3, 155-156
Rabies virus, electron microscopy of 10

144 '
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Radiation, non-ionizing, eflect on
viruses, 4, 191--220

Raspberry ringspot virus, electron
microscopy of, 10, 139

Red blood cell, 5, 297-299
REO virus, 8, 165-197

elassifcation 0f, 8, 169
clinical manifestations of, 8, 170-182
electron microscopy of, 10, 129-130
treatment of, 8, 190-191

Respiratory infection, pathogenesis of,
8, 208-218

Ribonucleic acids, viral, 1, 315ff.; 2, 23
Rice dwarf virus, electron microscopy of,

10, 139
Rice stunt virus,

cicadellid transmission of, 1, 70
multiplication of in insect vector, 3,

223-224, 246
Rickettsial viruses, DNAs of, com­

parison, 3, 28
Rift Valley fever virus, plaque assay of,

8, 360
Rinderpest virus, 7, 52-54

cultivation of, 7, 52
cytopathic effect of, 8, 264--267, 277
electron microscopy of, 10, 144
immunology of, 7, 53-54
relation to measles and rinderpest

viruses, 7, 52-53, 55
Ringspot viruses, soil-borne, 7, 140-141
Rous sarcoma virus,
defectiveness of, 11, 336-340, 349
electron microscopy of, 10, 156
helper virus for, 11, 340-348
infectivity studies on, 11, 312-324
in mammalian hosts, 11, 364
plaque assay of, 8, 370

Ryegrass mosaic virus, rnite transrnission
of, 11, 124-126

s
Seeds, plant virus transrnission by, 6,

94-96
Semliki Forest virus, electron microscopy

of, 10, 157
Sendai virus,
particle count on, 4, 136
plaque assay of, 8, 369

Serum, virus inhibitor of, 2, 3637
Sheep pneumonitis, ecology of, 5, 50-51
Sheep psittacosis-lyrnphogranuloma

viruses, ecology of, 5, 49-50
Shope papilloma virus,

amino acid composition of, 2, 155
electron microscopy of, 10, 137
particle count on, 4, 136, 144

Southern bean mosaic virus,
hydration of, 2, 257
forrn and composition, 3, 11
purification of, 6, 45-46
structure of, 7, 280-281, 310-311

Sowbane mosaic virus, electron
microscopy of, 10, 134-135

Spotted-wilt virus, resistance to, 2, 9--10
Squash mosaic virus, purification of, 6,

52-54
Squirrel virus, 7, 111-112
Sugarbeet yellows virus, electron

microscopy of, 10, 146
Sugarcane, resistance to viral disease, 2,

14-15
SV 40 virus, electron microscopy of, 10,

137

T

Talfan and Teschen diseases viruses,
plaque assay of, 8, 372

Thrips, plant virus spread by, 6, 102--
103

Tipula iridescent virus,
electron microscopy of, 10, 133
structure of, 7, 316-317

Tobacco mosaic virus,
amino acid content of, 2, 155
anatomy of, 4, 159-190
antigenic structure of, 11, 223-292
cornponents of preparations of, 4,

170-172
distribution in infected plants, 11,

203-204
electron microscopy of, 2, 207-209,

213; 4, 166-167; 10, 145
form and composition of, 3, 11, 12
group of viruses, 7, 134; 11, 15
homogeneity of preparations of, 4,

169--170
hydration of, 2, 251

-infected plants, proteins from, 6, 76--
78

as an infectious particle, 11, 255-271
internal structure of, 4, 174-176
length changes in , 4, 165-167
morphology of, 11, 224
multiplication 0f, 4, 231
organization of, 4, 172-182
particle size changes in, 4, 167-169
proteins from infection by, 4, 182-185
purification 0f, 6, 54-59
resistances to, 2, 4-9
size of, 4, 163-165
strains, diflerences in composition of,

2, 160
structure of, 7, 233-278
amino acid composition of, 7, 248-

249
chemical composition of, 7, 245-250
morphology of, 7, 251-264
protein subunits of, 7, 264-270
RNA structure of, 7, 9270-278
size of, 7, 242-245
structure of, 7, 233-278

subunits of, 4, 176--179
surface features of, 4, 173-174
vector relationship of, 11, 64-67
mutants, see Tobacco mosaic virus

mutants
Tobacco mosaic virus mutants,
artificial production of, 11, 25-60
genetic code and, 11, 45-55
induction of, 11, 31-44
isolation technique in, 11, 26-31
TMV genome and, 11, 45-55

Tobacco necrosis virus,
electron rnicroscopy of, 10, 139
form and composition of, 3, 11
group of viruses, 7, 134-135
purification 0f, 6, 59
structure of, 7, 280

Tobacco rattle virus,
electron microscopy 0f, 10, 145-146
group of viruses, 7, 136-139; 11, 14-

15
Tobacco ringspot virus,

electron microscopy of, 2, 210-211
purifcation 0f, 6, 59-63
structure of, 7, 280, 311

Tobacco stunt virus, as soil-borne virus,
7, 136

Tornato blackring virus, electron micro­
scopy of, 10, 139

Tornato bushy stunt virus,
amino acid content of, 2, 155
form and composition of, 3, 11, 12
hydration of, 2, 257
purifcation 0f, 6, 63-65
structure of, 7, 280, 300-303

Tomato ringspot virus, purification of,
6, 65-67

Tumor(s),
polyoma virus-induced, 7, 61-62

anatomical types of, 7, 65-76
viruses, 3, 149-197

cytopathie effect of, 8, 268-271, 277
virus infectivity and host response
of, 3, 173-191

Turnip crinkle virus, electron microscopy
of, 10, 134-135

Turnip yellow mosaic virus,
electron microscopy of, 2, 211-122; 10,

133-134
form and composition of, 3, 1l
hydration of, 2, 258
purification of, 6, 68-69
structure of, 7, 280-281, 303-308

u
Ultracentrifugation, of plant viruses, 9,

941-270
Ultraviolet irradiation, of viruses, 4, 191--

220
V

Vaccinia virus,
DNAs of, comparison, 3, 28
electron microscopy of, 2, 214; 10,

146-149
hydration of, 2, 258
particle count on, 4, 136
plaque assay of, 8, 367
purifcation and properties of, 1, 280-

281
Vertebrate viruses,

classification of, 9, 271-296
"fundamental" criteria for, 9, 273­

278
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subdivision in, 9, 276-277
relation to inseet and plant viruses, 9,

291-292
Vesicular exanthema virus, plaque assay

of, 8, 371
Vesicular stomatitis virus,

electron microscopy of, 10, 150-151
plaque assay of, 8, 370

Vine Panaschüre virus, mite transmission
of, 11, 126

Virology, comparative biochemistry and,
3, 1-48

Viral infection,
immune and nonimmune reaction in ,

10, 4046
interferon in, see Interferon
mechanism of recovery from, 10, 39-

64
oxygen tension in, 10, 53-54
temperature in, 10, 50-52

Virus diseases,
experimental models 0f, 8, 206-208
pathogenesis of, factors influencing, 8,

199-244
respiratory, 8, 208-218
-antibody complex,

collision frequency and, 9, 99-100
competitive inhibition and, 9, 106-

107
Danysz phenomenon and, 9, 35-36
dissociation of, 9, 80, 101
electrostatic interaction in, 9, 103-

104
equilibrium of, 9, 101-103
mathematical models for, 9, 99-106
rate of formation of, 9, 23-24, 74--75

arthropod-borne, see Arboviruses
cell attachment and penetration of, 4,

63-110
-cell interaction, 2, 223-226
chemotherapy of, 3, 49-148

acridine derivatives in, 3, 126-128
amino acid analogues in, 3, 114-119
antibiotics in, 3, 128-131
<lyestuffs in, 3, 124-125
metal ions in, 3, 119-124
plant growth regulators in, 3, 131--

132
purine and pyrimidine analogues in,
3, 74-108

electron microscopy of, 2, 183-239;
8, 287-318

preparative techniques for, 10, 109-
123

enzymes of, 2, 174-175
evolution of, factors in, 4, 1-24
form and composition 0f, 3, 11-22,

61--62
general features of, 10, 103-109
hydration of, 2, 241-287
with icosahedral symmetry, 10, 123-

135
immunity to, 4, 17-19
infection, see Viral infection
inhibitory substances for, 10, 2-3
interactions of with virus strains, 1,

39-67
ionizing irra<liation of, 2, 109-151
inactivation by, 2, 121--126
structure studies using, 2, 127-142

latent, UV reactivation of, 4, 215-217
lipids in, 2, 176
measurement of complement fixation

by, 5, 247-287
metabolic equipment of, 3, 29-32
multiplication of, 4, 2-3
neutralization of, 9, 1-125

antigen-antibody union in, 9, 12-30
of biological function, 9, 31-88
mathematical models for, 9, 99--116

non-ionizing radiation of, 4, 191-220
nucleic acids of, 2, 165-174
particle counts of, 4, 117-155

viable and total counts of, 4, 128-
155

photoreactivation of, 4, 212-215
protein crystals, hydration of, 2, 249--

255
proteins of, composition, 2, 154--165
pure cultures of, 4, 152-153
small,

spherical, structure of, 7, 278-319
structure of, 7, 225-325

structure shown by negative staining,
10, 101-170

quantitative studies on, 10, 157-160
virus-cell interaction in, 10, 160-

162
taxonomy and nomenclature of, 4, 21

transmission 0f, 4, 3-19
tumor, see Tumor viruses
vertebrate, see Vertebrate viruses
virulence of, 4, 19-20
X-ray diflraction of, 7, 225-233

comparison with electron micro­
scopy of, 7, 311-315

( See also Animal virus, Insect virus,
Plant virus, individual types)

Vitamin analogues, use in virus chemo­
therapy, 3, 114-119

w
Wart virus, electron microscopy of, 10,

132
West Nile virus, plaque assay of, 8, 370
Western equine encephalomyelitis virus,

cultivation in fibroblasts, 2,85-86
plaque assay 0f, 8, 370

Wheat mosaic virus, group of viruses, 7,
135-136

Wheat spot mosaic virus, mite trans­
mission of, 11, 117-119

Wheat streak mosaic virus, mite trans­
mission of, 11, 109-117

Whiteflies, plant virus sprea<l by, 6, 102
Wild cucumber mosaic virus, purification

0f, 6, 69-70
WVound tumor disease,

cicadellid transmission of, 1, 70ff.
multiplication in insect vector, 3, 235­

237
puriflcation of, 6, 70

y

Yellow fever virus,
pathogenesis of, 8, 232-233
plaque assay of, 8, 370
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